USEP-OHIO E-Update September 17, 2012 - See new Events and Resources Topics 

Dear Friends of USEP-OHIO, Educators, Advocates, Parents and Professionals,

The fall begins with many new events, resources and opportunities.  We will include issues that affect the upcoming election and the critical news of programs that affect children and families in our state.

Look for the events that may help you to understand key issues!  Some are listed under 

Advocacy, but many are included in a variety of topic headings. We hope you feel energized and ready for the school year and the excitement of a new start!

Cindy McKay  Executive Director, USEP-OHIO, Inc.
Included in this E-Update: 
Education Platforms from Republican and Democratic parties, a Blog on the issues of Privatizing Education, all of the candidates for the State Board of Education , a link to Highlights of the Midyear Education Review. See the Beyond Boundaries Report and a report from the Center on Budget Policies and Priorities released on September 4, 2012 and from ODE a report on Student Growth Measures and Learning Objectives. See School funding meeting under Advocacy.  View presentation information from the August OATFACS Ohio Assn. at Family and Consumer Sciences; 

http://www.usep-ohio.com/Updates.html for past updates and information you may access. 
Events and Resources - Look at many new items for and dates for events and resources!  The new format includes topic areas: Advocacy for Families and Children, Arts, Child Abuse Prevention, Childbirth Education, Dispute Resolution and Conflict Management, Diversity and diverse learners, Early Childhood, Family and Consumer Sciences and Career Tech, Literacy and GED, Mental Health, Ohio Dept. of Ed. and State Board of Ed, Opinion, Parents, Research and Policy, Safety, Teens, Volunteers, and a special list of Webinars, Blogs and Trainings.  More information and links to upcoming events and resources for Family and Consumer Sciences at the end of this update. Learn how to be a GenerationOn School - under volunteers; see Poverty figures released by the census bureau in link under Research.

Special Note: Child Welfare/Foster Care and Adoption Issues so critical to the many children in our state child welfare system are discussed with new remedies by a wide variety of advocates working for Ohio children to be supported with family permanence!  We need to offer support to those involved in the plans at state and national levels.  Summer Forums have created a plan for legislation and action. For more information see notes and contact persons at www.pcsao.org.  
http://www.pcsao.org/WeeklyUpdate/2012/2012PermanencyForumsSummary.pdf  
The Ohio Alliance for Arts Education and the Coalition for Public Education are hosting a public Information Exchange about Ohio's system for funding schools on Saturday, September 29, 2012 from 12:30 - 2:00 PM at the St. Stephen's Community House, 1500 East 17th Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43219. 

 The purpose of the non-partisan Information Exchange is to increase financial and public support for traditional public schools by creating a network of well-informed citizens who are willing to contact legislators and policy-makers, and advocate for public schools and a fair and adequate school funding system in the next state budget.

The public is invited to attend this meeting, but space is limited. Please RSVP to jhallett@oaae.net or call 614.224.1060 to reserve your seat.
129th Ohio General Assembly: 
The Ohio House and Senate met on September 12, 2012 to consider five pension reform bills: 

SB340 (Niehaus) Ohio Police and Fire Pension Funding -SB341 (Niehaus) 

School Employees Retirement System  

SB342 (Niehaus) State Teachers Retirement System  

SB343 (Niehaus) Public Employees Retirement System  

SB345 (Niehaus/Kearney) State Highway Patrol Retirement System 

On September 5, 2012 the House Health and Aging Retirement and Pensions Subcommittee, chaired by Representative Schuring accepted substitute versions of the bills. The subcommittee is scheduled met on September 10, 2012 in hearing room 121 and approve the bills, setting up a vote on the bills by the full House Health and Aging Committee, chaired by Representative Wachtmann, on September 10, 2012 at 3:00 PM. The bills will then be considered by the Ohio House and Senate.

Election News from the Republican and Democratic Platforms
The following is a summary of the 2012 Republican Party platform for education. In order to analyze the platform the summary is organized into several capitalized topics, which are not part of the original document. 

Republican Platform: Education: A Chance for Every Child 

CHOICE
The Platform strongly supports consumer rights in education choice and states that it is "...the most important driving force for renewing our schools." 

The Platform supports, "School choice-whether through charter schools, open enrollment requests, college lab schools, virtual schools, career and technical education programs, vouchers, or tax credits-is important for all children, especially for families with children trapped in failing schools." 

The Platform also supports an expansion of the "D.C. Opportunity Scholarship Program" nationwide.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT
The Platform states that parents are responsible for the education of their children. Parents should be provided broad education choices at the state and local levels. There should be transparency so that "...parents and the public can discover which schools best serve their pupils".

CURRICULUM 
The Platform supports "...family literacy programs, which improve the reading, language, and life skills of both parents and children from low-income families". 

It also supports an "English First approach" and opposes divisive programs that limit "students' ability to advance in American society."

According to the Platform, higher expectations for all students and higher academic standards are needed. The types of educational programs that should be provided include "... the development of character and financial literacy; periodic rigorous assessments on the fundamentals, especially math, science, reading, history, and geography; renewed focus on the Constitution and the writings of the Founding Fathers, and an accurate account of American history that celebrates the birth of this great nation".

The Platform supports replacing "family planning" programs for teens with "...abstinence education which teaches abstinence until marriage as the responsible and respected standard of behavior." 

The Platform opposes "school-based clinics that provide referrals, counseling, and related services for abortion and contraception", and the use of federal money "..in mandatory or universal mental health, psychiatric, or socio-emotional screening programs. 

GOVERNANCE
The Platform mentions that schools need "strong leadership from locally elected school boards" and supports state and local control of schools.

FUNDING
According to the Platform, "More money alone does not necessarily equal better performance." The Platform supports "...block grants and the repeal of numerous federal regulations which interfere with State and local control of public schools. The bulk of the federal money through Title I for low-income children and through IDEA for disabled youngsters should follow the students to whatever school they choose so that eligible pupils, through open enrollment, can bring their share of the funding with them." 

ACCOUNTABILITY
The Platform supports accountability on the part of "...administrators, parents and teachers." 

EDUCATION REFORM
According to the Platform, schools should be provided the flexibility and freedom to innovate and adapt to the special needs of their students. Teachers and administrators are responsible for student performance. 

The Platform supports policies and methods that have proven effective such as, "...building on the basics, especially STEM subjects (science, technology, engineering, and math) and phonics; ending social promotions; merit pay for good teachers; classroom discipline; parental involvement; and strong leadership by principals, superintendents, and locally elected school boards" and the proper implementation of technology.

Other types of reforms that are supported include "home schooling and local innovations like single-sex classes, full-day school hours, and year-round schools." 

CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION
The platform supports "...the promotion of local career and technical educational programs and entrepreneurial programs that have been supported by leaders in industry and will retrain and retool the American workforce, which is the best in the world."

TEACHERS
The Platform states that, "We applaud America's great teachers, who should be protected against frivolous litigation and should be able to take reasonable actions to maintain discipline and order in the classroom." 

Legislation should be passed to correct the current law defining a "Highly Qualified Teacher" by credentials, rather than results in the classroom. School districts should be able "...to make use of teaching talent in business, STEM fields, and in the military, especially among our returning veterans. Rigid tenure systems based on the "last in, first out" policy should be replaced with a merit-based approach that can attract fresh talent and dedication to the classroom." 

All personnel who interact with school children should pass background checks and be held to the highest standards of personal conduct.

HIGHER EDUCATION 
According to the Platform, "Higher education faces its own challenges, many of which stem from the poor preparation of students before they reach college. One consequence has been the multiplying number of remedial courses for freshmen."

The Platform calls on State officials to "...ensure that our public colleges and universities be places of learning and the exchange of ideas, not zones of intellectual intolerance favoring the Left." 

"New systems of learning are needed to compete with traditional four-year colleges: expanded community colleges and technical institutions, private training schools, online universities, life-long learning, and work-based learning in the private sector."

According to the Platform, Federal student aid is on an un-sustainable path. "The federal government should not be in the business of originating student loans; however, it should serve as an insurance guarantor for the private sector as they offer loans to students. Private sector participation in student financing should be welcomed. Any regulation that drives tuition costs higher must be reevaluated to balance its worth against its negative impact on students and their parents." 

Source: 2012 Republican Party Platform pp. 35-37.  

The following is a summary of the 2012 Democratic Party platform for education. In order to analyze the platform the summary is organized into several capitalized topics, which are not part of the original document. 

Democratic Platform: An Economy that Out-Educates the World and Offers Greater Access to Higher Education and Technical Training. 

PUBLIC EDUCATION
The Democratic Platform believes that public education "...is one of our critical democratic institutions" and is committed to ensuring that every child in America has access to a world-class public education. The goal is for the United States to have the world's highest proportion of college graduates by 2020. 

EARLY LEARNING
The Platform identifies the public education system as extending from early learning through post-secondary education. Standards for early learning should be improved, and Head Start extended.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT
The Platform states "We also recognize there is no substitute for a parent's involvement in their child's education." 

CHOICE
The Platform supports public school options including magnet schools, charter schools, teacher-led schools, and career academies. 

CURRICULUM 
According to the Platform all students should have access to high quality opportunities including those in science, technology, engineering, mathematics, etc. The Platform also states that Democrats are proud of their support for arts funding and education, and are committed to continuing the policies and programs that support the creative arts industry and economy. According to the Platform, "Investment in the arts strengthens our communities and contributes to our nation's rich cultural heritage." Support will continue for the National Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and for programs providing art and music education in primary and secondary schools.

FUNDING
The Platform states that schools need flexibility and resources to improve elementary and secondary education in a way that works best for students. 

EDUCATION REFORM
The Platform supports closing the achievement gap in America's schools; raising standards so that all students graduate ready for college or careers; turning around low performing schools; and providing public school options for students who are potential dropouts. 

TEACHERS
According to the Platform, "...Democrats honor our nation's teachers, who do a heroic job for their students every day. If we want high-quality education for all our kids, we must listen to the people who are on the front lines." 

The Platform notes how the Obama administration has worked to save teaching jobs through the stimulus package, and has worked to prevent more teacher layoffs while attracting and rewarding great teachers. 

The Democratic Party supports raising standards for the programs that prepare teachers; recognizing and rewarding good teaching; retaining good teachers; evaluating teachers; giving struggling teachers a chance to succeed; and protecting due process.

Democrats are committed to preparing math and science teachers and training workers with skills for the future, and doubling funding for key basic research agencies. 

HIGHER EDUCATION
The Platform supports reforming the student loan program, by removing the banks acting as middlemen, and direct investments to more students; making college affordable for students by doubling Pell Grant scholarships and creating the American Opportunity Tax Credit worth up to $10,000 over four years of college; creating avenues for students to manage their federal student loans; encouraging colleges to keep their costs down; investing in colleges that keep tuition affordable and provide good value; doubling the number of work-study jobs available to students; continuing to ensure that students have access to federal loans with reasonable interest rates; and investing in Historically Black Colleges and Universities, Hispanic-Serving Institutions, Tribal Colleges and Universities, Alaska, Hawaiian Native Institutions, Asian American and Pacific Islander Institutions, and other Minority Serving Institutions. 

The Platform supports investing in community colleges and supporting additional partnerships between businesses and community colleges to train workers, and investing in science to educate the next generation of scientists and engineers.

According to the Platform "...we will work to make it possible for foreign students earning advanced degrees in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics to stay and help create jobs here at home" and allow "deserving young people, who are American in every way but on paper" stay and complete their education. 

The Democratic Platform is available.

Beyond Boundaries Report Released
Richard A. Ross, director of The Governor's Office of 21st Century Education and Tim Kean, director of the Office of Management and Budget released on June 13, 2012 a report entitled "Beyond the Boundaries: A Shared Services Action Plan for Ohio Schools and Governments".

The report includes the results of a survey of Ohio schools, other educational service providers, and local political subdivisions regarding shared services, and a Shared Services Model which is expected to be included in some form in the next biennium budget for FY14-15.

The survey identified the following barriers to collaboration: 

· 39.8 percent of survey respondents indicated that legal and policy barriers were the main obstacle to sharing services 

· 28.5 percent reported that collaboration made "No financial sense" 

· 27.5 percent said that budget difficulties was a barrier 

· 26.4 percent reported that negotiated agreements were a barrier

Other barriers reported included geographic obstacles, governance, organizational inertia, cost model for service, job security/employee cooperation, issues related to competition, and lack of public support (2.9 percent).

The report includes the following recommendations; 

· Local government and education leaders need to utilize existing authority to enter into simple agreements. (HB153 - Sec. 9.482 ORC) 

· The State should make a thorough review of Ohio's existing network of educational service, information technology and education technology centers, and provide recommendations on the necessary structure and governance that will provide an integrated system of regional shared service centers (RSSC) using implementation strategies detailed in this plan. 

· The State should continue to seek legislative approval, when necessary, to further remove identified barriers to shared services. 

· Formation of regional shared service centers must become a priority. 

· Apply additional market forces to encourage the use of shared services and ensure the quality of services. 

· The State should continue developing tools to assist local collaboration and shared services. 

· The Local Government Innovation Council should create and award bonus points to applicants for submitting projects that are consistent with recommendations or promising practices identified in this Shared Services Plan. 

· The State should develop benchmarks for spending and/or financial reporting that provide public transparency around cost effectiveness and create the capacity for state reporting necessary to evaluate performance and cost effectiveness. 

· The State should create "triggers" for districts and/or local governments in fiscal distress (categorized as fiscal caution, fiscal watch or fiscal emergency) or those with substantial recommendations coming out of performance audits. 

· The Shared Services Model should be used by state and local leaders to determine opportunities for shared services and the optimum manner for individual entities to join together for the provision of a specific shared service. 

· State associations that have participated in developing this Shared Services Plan should take a leadership role in developing draft agreements; educating their members; facilitating the relationships regionally - both within and across their memberships; training their members in using the tools available to them and communicating about shared services consistently over the next few years. 

· The Shared Services Model should be used by state and local leaders to determine opportunities for shared services and the optimum manner for individual entities to join together for the provision of a specific shared service.

The report is available.

Highlights of the Midyear Education Review see all (about 7 pages at http://www.usep-ohio.com/Updates.html click on archived USEP-OHIO E-Update June 27th, 2012.
Candidates for State Board of Education
Article 6.04 of the Ohio Constitution calls for a State Board of Education and, aside from selecting a Superintendent, authorizes lawmakers to determine the structure, powers, and duties of the State Board.

The current membership of the State Board includes eleven members who are elected through nonpartisan races, and eight members appointed by the governor with the consent of the Ohio Senate. The governor can also appoint members to vacant seats. 

The terms of elected and appointed members are four years, and are staggered so that half of the State Board is elected or appointed every two years. Members are limited to serving two terms. 

The elected members represent districts comprised of three Ohio Senate Districts, and, due to reapportionment this year, these districts have changed. Unfortunately, information about candidates for the State Board of Education is often difficult to find. Candidates are listed on the web sites of county boards of elections, but you have to know which of the 88 boards of elections correspond to the new State Board of Education districts. To determine if your State Board representative has changed, consult your county board of elections and the list of candidates for the November 6, 2012 ballot. A list of county board of elections websites is available.
The following is a summary of the candidates for the State Board of Education on November 6, 2012 ballot by the newly created State Board districts with a link to a county board of elections website where contact information is available for the candidates. More information about current members of the State Board of Education is available. 


District 1: Current State Board of Education member Ann Jacobs (Lima) will face appointed State Board member Stanley Jackson (Marion). (Information from the Allen County Board of Elections.)

District 5: Current State Board of Education member Bryan Williams (Fairlawn) will face Marianne Gasiecki and Rich Javorek in a newly configured District 5. Currently Mr. Williams represents the 7th State Board District and term-limited Rob Hovis represents District 5. (Information from the Summit County Board of Elections.)

District 6: Current State Board of Education members Kristen McKinley (Columbus) and Michael Collins (Westerville) will face each other due to the re-configuration of their State Board districts. Also on the ballot is John Stacy. (Information from the Franklin County Board of Elections.)

District 7: Current State Board member Bryan Williams is now in District 5 due to the new configuration of his district. Four new candidates are competing for the District 7 seat: James J. Collum, Sarah Fowler, John R. Sans, and W. Roak Zeller. (Information from the Ashtabua County Board of Elections.)

District 9: Stephanie Dodd and Philip Gerth will be candidates for a re-configured District 9. Michael Collins is the current representative for District 9. (Information from the Franklin County Board of Elections.)

District 10: Current State Board of Education member Jeff Hardin (Milford) will face former House Representative Todd Book. (Information from the Clermont County Board of Elections.)

District 11: Current State Board of Education member Mary Rose Oakar (Cleveland) will face Beverly Goldstein. (Information from the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections.)

Appointed Board members completing terms on December 31, 2012 include Angel Thi Bennett (East Cleveland); Dannie Greene (Gallipolis); Stanley Jackson (Marion); and C. Todd Jones (New Albany). All of these members are currently serving first terms, so they could be reappointed by Governor Kasich. Three were appointed by Governor Kasich and one, Dannie Greene, was appointed by Governor Strickland. 

Elected Board members remaining on the State Board in 2013 and completing their terms on December 31, 2014 include Kathleen A. McGervey District 2 (Avon); Jeffrey J. Mims, Jr. District 3 (Dayton); Debe Terhar District 4 (Cincinnati); and Deborah Cain District 8 (Uniontown), who will be completing her second term and will be term limited.

Appointed Board members remaining on the State Board in 2013 and completing terms on December 31, 2014 include Tom Gunlock (Centerville); Tess Elshoff (New Knoxville); Joe Farmer (Baltmore); and Dennis Shelton (Delaware). All will be completing their first term on the State Board, and can be reappointed by the governor.

State Board of Education Meeting September 10 and 11 , 2012
Look for a report in the next Update.

News from ODE
NEW! ODE Information on Student Growth Measures and Student Learning Objectives: Several new items have been added to the Ohio Department of Education's website regarding Student Growth Measures (SGMs) and Student Learning Objectives (SLOs). 

Student growth measures (SGMs) provide a way to determine how much academic progress students are making by measuring growth between two points in time. This can be accomplished by rigorous assessments that are comparable across classrooms. However, for most courses, including those in the arts, standardized assessments are not available. When this is the case, local education agencies should establish a process to create student learning objectives (SLOs) to measure student progress. SLOs demonstrate a teacher's impact on student learning within a given interval of instruction. Several educational service centers (Stark, Portage, Allen, North Central, and Muskingum) have been working over the summer with teams of teachers to develop sample SLOs for the arts. This information will be shared when available.

The ODE has updated its website (8/30/12) with the following information about student growth measures and student learning objectives:

Student Growth Measures for Teacher Evaluation (NEW! 8/14/2012) 

Student Growth Measures for Principal Evaluation (NEW! 8/14/2012) 

ODE Approved List of Assessments (Updated 05/30/2012) 

Student Learning Objectives Guidebook (NEW! 8/30/2012) 

Introduction to SLOs (NEW! 8/30/2012) 

Sample Template for Analysis of Student Data (NEW! 8/30/2012) 

Guidance on Selecting Assessments for SLOs (NEW! 8/30/2012) 

Student Learning Objective (SLO) Template for creating SLOs 

Student Learning Objective (SLO) Template Checklist for writing and approving SLOs 

Sample SLOs (NEW! 8/30/2012) 

Steps for Designing a Local Student Growth Measures Plan 

Additional Information on Student Growth Measures (NEW! 8/14/2012)

Access the information.

Associate Superintendent Zelei to Resign: ODE Associate Superintendent William Zelei announced his resignation effective at the end of September. Mr. Zelei currently heads the ODE Division of Accountability and Quality Schools. He has accepted a job as executive director of the Ohio Schools Council.

News from Washington
The Center on Budget Policies and Priorities released on September 4, 2012 an analysis of state budget documents for funding primary and secondary education programs in 48 states. ("New School Year Brings More Cuts in State Funding for Schools" by Phil Oliff, Chris Mai, and Michael Leachman, The Center on Budget Policies and Priorities, September 4, 2012.) 

According to the analysis, states have made deep cuts in education funding since the start of the recession and those cuts have increased over the last year. "Elementary and high schools are receiving less state funding in the 2012-13 school year than they did last year in 26 states, and in 35 states school funding now stands below 2008 levels - often far below." 

The analysis found that state revenues began to drop in 2007 to the lowest levels in the past 70 years. To balance budgets most states relied on spending cuts rather than a balanced approach using cuts and revenue increases. This strategy led to severe cuts for education programs and local governments. 

Currently state funding for schools remains well below pre-recession levels. For example, seventeen states have cut per-student funding by more than 10 percent from 2008 levels. Arizona, Alabama, and Oklahoma have reduced per-pupil funding to K-12 schools by more than 20 percent. The state level of funding in Ohio dropped $152 per student in 2012.

Although the economies of some states are recovering, the report states that "...it will take years before state revenues are able to sustain services like K-12 education at normal levels." For example, Florida cut the state's per pupil funding level by $569 over the previous four years, and has only been able to increase per pupil allocations by $273 in 2012.

The analysis did find some states in which education funding increased or remained the same between 2008-2012. Alaska, Montana, North Dakota, and Wyoming have significant oil and gas resources, and did not experience the recession like other states. Maryland, Massachusetts, and Iowa maintained state spending levels for education as a policy decision.

The report also notes the consequences of the steep K-12 spending cuts. School districts with higher concentrations of poverty depend more on state education aid, and lost more state funding when state spending cuts were made. 

The spending cuts extended the recession and slowed the recovery, because schools laid-off teachers and administrators, according to federal employment data. The report states, "As of July 2012, local school districts had cut 328,000 jobs nationally compared to 2008." The job losses have affected the purchasing power of families, thus extending the recession.

The cuts in state spending for education also affected education reform initiatives, such as lengthening the school day; reducing class size; expanding early childhood education; expanding worker training programs, etc.

According to the report, deeper cuts in federal funds for education known as "sequestration" will go into effect if the U.S. Congress and president are not able to agree on a path to reduce the federal budget and lower deficits by January 2013. If sequestration happens state economic conditions will become worse, making it harder for states to restore funding for education.

The report is available.

Global Food for Peace Program Cuts
The House Appropriations Committee proposed an over $300 million cut to Food for Peace (P.L. 480).  
Food for Peace and other U.S. food aid programs distribute 2.5 million tons of food to 65 million chronically hungry people in 48 countries each year.  

Despite the success of these programs, the House of Representatives Appropriations Committee approved a 22 percent cut to Food for Peace (from $1.47 billion to $1.15 billion, which would feed an estimated 6.6-8.5 million fewer people than in previous years).  The House bill would also allow a smaller proportion of Food for Peace to be dedicated to development.  To find your elected official http://www.capwiz.com/elca/dbq/officials/?affiliate_lookup=1  

http://www.capwiz.com/elca/issues/alert/?alertid=61551836&type=CO 

Blog on the Issues of Privatizing Education
Anthony Cody in Education Week's "Living in the Dialog Blog" writes that the battle lines over education reform have become hardened over the role of the marketplace in pushing forward education improvement and innovation. (The Dialog with the Gates Foundation: What Happens When Profits Drive Reform" by Anthony Cody, Education Week, September 3, 2012.)

This is the last blog in a series of dialogues that Mr. Cody has had with Gates Foundation associates discussing the purpose of K-12 education; how poverty affects student learning; teacher evaluations; etc.

In this blog Mr. Cody provides a history of a movement that he believes is underway to undermine public education in order to promote privately run and often for-profit school alternatives, such as charter schools, virtual schools, vouchers, and the for-profit industry that provides support services for K-12 education, valued at $1.3 trillion. Some of the participants in movement include the leaders of the Thomas B. Fordham Foundation, the Gates Foundation, Pearson Foundation (Connections Education), the American Legislative Exchange Council, K12, Inc., Cities for Education Entrepreneurship Trust, and groups and businesses led by Rupert Murdoch, Jeb Bush (Foundation for Excellence in Education), and Michelle Rhee to name a few.

According to the author, advocates for privatization have pushed for federal legislation such as the No Child Left Behind Act and Race to the Top, and statewide support for the Common Standards, teacher evaluations based on student test scores, and merit-based teacher compensation. State initiatives to test all students, rate schools based on student performance, and collect and disseminate student data are being used to undermine the public confidence in public schools, in order to open the door for "non-government" alternative educational options, such as charter schools and voucher programs.

The author writes, "From my perspective, the drive for profits is problematic as a motive force for school reform. As we see with the virtual charter sector, there are great incentives to create "efficiencies," and, lacking significant oversight, there are huge problems with quality. The collusion between the profiteering virtual charters, the testing industry, ALEC and the legislative bodies that are being influenced through legalized bribery taints the entire project."

He describes the role of the Gates Foundation in this movement as "seminal". The Gates Foundation gave $2 million to publicize the film "Waiting for Superman"; funds Excellence in Education and the Parent Revolution, an organization that supports parent trigger laws, and Media Bullpen, which rates the media based on its support for vouchers and charters.

The author also notes that the Gates Foundation has supported many education efforts not related to privatizing education, but its emphasis on the Common Core; online testing; standardized testing; evaluating teachers based on student test scores is clearly a priority for the foundation.

The author concludes that the purpose of public education is to ensure that all students, not just the lucky few, have access to excellent educational opportunities. Public schools exist "not only to provide opportunity for individual students, but also as a common resource, in which we invest as community members. We bring together children from all races, religions and walks of life under one roof, to learn together."

The blog is available.

Events and Resources
http://boostup.org/en/facts/statistics    Checkout the national dropout rates by state

Advocacy for Families and Children
Voices for Children Regional Children’s Forums: The 2012 agenda includes

· Updates on state and federal issues impacting children 

· Information on the Ohio Governor's Office of Health Transformation and changes to Medicaid 

· Advocacy tips for working with policymakers, candidates and constituents during the upcoming election

Ohio Medicaid Director John McCarthy will be attending the forums in Akron, Athens and Dayton, in addition to our previously scheduled speakers from Ohio Governor's Office of Health Transformation, Family and Children First Council, Ohio Child Care Resource and Referral Agency, Ohio Afterschool Network, The Ohio Benefit Bank/Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks and Ohio College Access Network.  Learn more about the 2012 Regional Children's Forums online or download our flyer

Dates and locations
Check-in begins at 12:30 p.m. Program 1-4 p.m. 

 Remaining meetings: 

Sept. 18 - Mansfield (register)

United Way of Richland County

 

Sept.19 - Athens (register)  

Athens Community Center

 

Sept. 26 - Youngstown (register)  

Mahoning County Educational Service Center

Summer Child Welfare Forums have created a plan for legislation and action in Ohio.  For more information see notes and contact persons at www.pcsao.org.  

http://www.pcsao.org/WeeklyUpdate/2012/2012PermanencyForumsSummary.pdf   

OAAE and CPE Host an Information Exchange about School Funding

The Ohio Alliance for Arts Education and the Coalition for Public Education are hosting a public Information Exchange about Ohio's system for funding schools on Saturday, September 29, 2012 from 12:30 - 2:00 PM at the St. Stephen's Community House, 1500 East 17th Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43219. The purpose of the non-partisan Information Exchange is to increase financial and public support for traditional public schools by creating a network of well-informed citizens who are willing to contact legislators and policy-makers, and advocate for public schools and a fair and adequate school funding system in the next state budget.

HandsOn Central Ohio Gearing Up for Back-to-School Needs for more information or a back to school event, contact Kiley Orchard at korchard@handsoncentralohio.org or 614-221-6766 ext 114 .
 Arts Education
Arts in Education Week - Governor Kasich and Lieutenant Governor Mary Taylor have issued a Proclamation declaring the week of September 9-15, 2012 Arts in Education Week. The Proclamation encourages support for the arts as a core academic subject and as an essential component of a complete and balanced education for all students.
Online Nominations for Governor's Awards for the Arts: The Ohio Arts Council is now accepting online nominations for the 2013 Governor's Awards for the Arts in Ohio. The annual awards are given to Ohio individuals and organizations in recognition of their outstanding contributions to the arts statewide, regionally and nationally. The deadline for nominations is Friday, October 12, 2012 at 5:00 PM and the deadline for support letters is Friday, October 19, 2012 at 5:00 PM.  View the complete press release.
IMAGINE ART EXHIBIT COMING TO THE FRANKLIN COUNTY COURTHOUSE: IMAGINE is an exhibition, coordinated by Franklin County Commissioner Marilyn Brown and the Ohio Alliance for Arts Education (OAAE)'s Community Arts Education program (formerly administered by the Greater Columbus Arts Council), of artists ages 5-21 who use recycled, upcycled, or repurposed materials in a display of three-dimensional and kinetic sculptures and installations that invite viewers to let the mind wander and the soul wonder.
Opening Wednesday, October 24 and running through Friday, November 16, IMAGINE will be on display in the Franklin County Government Complex pavilion, on the southwest corner of High and Mound Streets. The exhibition is free and open to the public.  A special opening reception featuring the artists and their families will be held on Wednesday, October 24 from 4:30-6:30 PM with catering by Freedom a la Cart with financial support from the Solid Waste Authority of Central Ohio.
Summer Concerts on Statehouse Lawn:  The Ohio Statehouse Capitol Review and Advisory Board announced recently the summer schedule of performances at the Ohio Statehouse during 2012.  If you enjoyed the series and would like to see them continue, make a comment on the Ohio Statehouse website at http://www.ohiostatehouse.org.

PTA Grants
Local PTAs can apply for up to $1,000 in funding for Arts Enhancement Grants from National PTA.

The National PTA is now accepting applications for the 2012-2013 Mary Lou Anderson Reflections Arts Enhancement Grants. The grants will award local PTAs up to $1,000 in matching funds to student-centered programs geared toward sustaining and enhancing creativity and artistic values for large groups of at-risk students. With research showing students receive the most benefit from programs that include consistent involvement in the arts, the National PTA proudly supports these invaluable opportunities.
Local PTAs are invited to apply for funding to establish or enhance arts programs in one or more arts areas: visual arts, photography, music, dance, literature, and theater. Priority is being placed on projects that represent research-based best practices in arts education. Specifically, PTA will fund arts programs that:

· Are of a sustained nature (rather than a one time event) and   

· Reach large numbers of at-risk students

Find out about applications and the timeline for submission on the PTA's website. 

Arts, Science, Technology, and Society on a Global Stage: The National Endowment for the Arts, the Salzburg Global Seminar, and the Embassy of Austria hosted a discussion entitled, "Transcending Borders: The Intersections of Arts, Science, Technology, and Society on a Global Stage" was held June 4, 2012. Participants examined how today's artists and scientists improve our critical understanding of the world by provoking new ideas, experimentation, and creative strategies. This conversation featured artists-scientists teams, along with policy makers and curators who champion their work, to examine the impact creativity and collaboration across these sectors can have to reshape the world.

This event will be archived for viewing webcast through the NEA website. More information is available.
Child Abuse Prevention
Prevention and the Child Protection Professional
Implementing Effective Child Abuse Prevention Programs
This national conference was designed for child abuse prosecutors, investigators and other child protection professionals. This three-day course assisted professionals in recognizing the factors in their communities contributing to child abuse, and expose them to numerous evidence-based prevention programs that can be implemented in their communities.  To download the Prevention Conference reports or get more information click here. 
Fellowships available:  The application period for the Doris Duke Fellowships for the Promotion of Child Well-Being (formerly named the Doris Duke Fellowships for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect) is now open. The  fellowships are designed to identify and develop a new generation of leaders interested in and capable of creating practice and policy initiatives that will enhance child development and improve the nation's ability to prevent all forms of child maltreatment.   Application materials and more information.

Childbirth Education
Columbus – starts October 10th;  Please click on the link for the current Directions For Youth & Families Childbirth Education flyer
http://www.dfyf.org/user_files/cb.pdf
Dispute Resolution and Conflict Management

Columbus Mediation Services Trainings CMS provides personal conflict resolution, Basic mediation, and Domestic mediation workshops ranging from 6 to 40 hours in length to educators, legal, mental health and business professionals as well as youth, parents, schools, employees, and neighborhood groups. Fall classes (Continuing education credit is available for most professionals. See Fee Schedule.) Free Classes available from Community Mediation Services in Central Ohio.   Contact Joe Ridder at 614 228 7191 info@communitymediation.com 
Certificate Program in Conflict Management and Peace Studies Core Courses can be applied towards the Social and Behavioral Science degree requirements for any degree.  Introduction to Peace and Conflict Studies  (East, West, and Metro Campus)  Conflict Management Skills Class (East and West Campus),  Implementing Peace Studies and Conflict Management Theories and Practices with Service Learning (Independent Study) Call 216-987-3075 to register at CCC.  

 Sustained Dialogue Campus Network - Student-run and Student-lead at East/West and Metro Campus
Interested in helping to help the college create a safe and supportive learning environment for all students?  Interested in learning important conflict management skills transferable to all disciplines?  Find out more http://www.tri-c.edu/enrichment/communityservices/GRIC/Pages/SustainedDialogue.aspx

Exhibit - Photographic Images: A Local to Global Perspective, Critical issues affecting our planet and its people, West Campus and East Campus Library.  Global Issues Resource Center and students involved in the Tri-C Conflict Management and

Peace Studies  certificate program share their peacebuilding experiences at a local to global level in Asia, Africa, the Americas, and the Middle East.

Contact: Jennifer Batton, M.A. Director, Global Issues Resource Center and Library, Cuyahoga Community College
Jennifer.Batton@tri-c.edu
Conflict Management Bullying Prevention: Changing School and University Culture and Climate 
Location: Cuyahoga Community College, East Campus, Highland Hills, Ohio, (near Cleveland)
Sponsored by: Global Issues Resource Center, Cuyahoga Community College, in partnership with Facing History and Ourselves, Virginia Tech, Cleveland State University, University of Akron, Orange High School, Beech Brook, Cuyahoga Arts and Culture, The Ohio Department of Education and The Office of the Ohio Attorney General.  

Materials available at: http://www.tri-c.edu/enrichment/communityservices/GRIC/Pages/ProfessionalDevelopmentEvents.aspx 
Events Offered by: Global Issues Resource Center, Virginia Tech, Cleveland State University, University of Akron, Orange High School, Beech Brook, the Ohio Department of Education and The Office of the Ohio Attorney General

For materials generated or followup to the Summit, Call Global Issues Resource Center at 216.987.2224 or email Elizabeth.Wuerz@tri-c.edu See registration link above.
State agencies offer webinar series to combat bullying and improve school climate ODE has joined several other state agencies to form the Ohio Anti-Harassment, Anti-Intimidation and Anti-Bullying (Anti-HIB) Initiative
See below under webinars
Bullying Senator Sherrod Brown’s STOPBULLYINGINOHIO@GMAIL.COM or go to http://tinyurl.com/8ypysk7  
Diversity and Diverse Learners
MACC 2012 Annual Conference – Multiethnic Advocates for Cultural Competence
"Riding the Rapids: Integrating Care for Diverse Populations" 

The Multiethnic Advocates for Cultural Competence (MACC) will host its 9th Statewide Training Conference and Annual Meeting on September 27-28, 2012 at the Embassy Suites – Airport, Columbus, Ohio. This year’s conference will focus on health care integration in the context of health care reform that seeks to eliminate health disparities. 
The two-day conference will feature workshops and presentation on patient-centered medical homes; health equity and the Affordable Care Act,  spirituality in behavioral and physical health care; groups needing heightened attention by mental health providers including Latino, Native American, LGBT, immigrants and people recovering from mental illness and etc.

The conference highlights for Friday, September 28 include the luncheon keynote address by Dr. Cynthia Jackson-Hammond the eighth president and first woman to serve at  Central State University. Dr. Jackson-Hammond has a distinguished career which includes serving as directors of Developmental Education (University of Louisiana, Monroe), Upward Bound and Adult Education (California State University Dominguez Hills) and Dean of the School of Education and Human Performance at both Delaware State and Winston-Salem State Universities. She is a sought-after speaker on issues related to cultural competency, the unique contributions of HBCU’s, and global education. She also has a number of publications to her credit and is a 1987-89 Louisiana State Board of Regents Fellow. Dr. Jackson-Hammond is the recipient of many state and national recognitions.

Follow these links to download the registration brochure or to register online.
The conference will feature the seventh annual "Enlightened Kaleidoscope" award luncheon on September 28, 2012. The award is given to recognize an individual who has demonstrated their commitment to advancing culturally competent practices, embracing diversity, education or outreach to Ohio's racial, ethnic and cultural communities. Download the nomination form.
Put this line into your search bar for more MACC information < MACC Messenger August 2012 - Unicode (UTF-8)>
Community and Faith Leaders Summit; A Tool To Assess Cultural Competence;  
Research on Deaf People's Experiences with the Criminal Justice and Emergency Services System

Marketing in the 21st Century Cross-Cultural Issues
Globalization is an inevitable process in the 21st Century, and so is the cross-culturalization. On the one hand, the world is becoming more homogeneous, and distinctions between national markets are not only fading but, for some products, will disappear altogether. This means that marketing is now a world-encompassing discipline.  To read full article click here.
CARE Training in Cleveland Sponsored by the Multiethnic Advocates for Cultural Competence  Friday, October 12, 2012 – Cleveland, Ohio  1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Cuyahoga County ADAMHS Board  - 2012 W.25th Street, Cleveland, Ohio 43113
Diversity Resource:One World - Cultural Cues and Clues Resource Guide from USEP-OHIO

You have told us you need tools for communicating effectively with the families of students from many cultures.  We have a new page on our website devoted to sharing information and tips that may help to understand and be understood.
Please go to http://www.usep-ohio.com/ResourcesPage.html   or click on the following link to go directly to the document.  http://www.usep-ohio.com/documents/One_World_Cultural_Cues_and_Clues.doc      

Immigrant and Refugee Toolkit - Materials in 18 languages  The U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants Healthy Living Toolkit is designed to educate refugees and immigrants so they can become proactive health consumers in their communities. The toolkit presents material in a culturally appropriate manner and is intended to help health care-related professionals to more effectively assist refugees and immigrants and reduce the health disparities among these populations.If you need a resource for an individual who speaks one of these languages you can access it by following this link.
The Toolkit includes a section on Mental Health which covers the topics of Adjusting to a New Culture, Substance Abuse and How to Manage Stress. Other topics include -- Communicable Diseases, Domestic Violence, Environmental Health, Health Care, Hygiene, Maternal and Child Health, Nutrition Related Diseases, Respiratory Diseases and Women's Health.Please share it with your colleagues!
Special Education CEC Webinars - Online professional development for special educators Tier One Instruction for Diverse Pre-K Learners A CEC/DEC Collaborative Webinars on a variety o topics.  Participants in this webinar will learn to:
1. Identify sources of common learning outcomes for diverse groups of young children. 

2. Identify daily routines and activities in which learning opportunities can be embedded. 

3. Develop multiple and varied teaching sequences built upon the principles of universal design for learning and developmentally appropriate practice.

4. Teaching diverse Pre-K learners is a unique challenge. Participate in this webinar to learn how to plan,  

Understand key evidence-based instructional practices that can be used for preschool-aged children with diverse abilities to ensure high-quality Tier-One instruction.  Register Today  Individual, per-site webinar registration is only $89 for members or $114 for non-members.
Early Childhood Education
CAEYC - Columbus Association for the Education of Young Children presents free professional training for Columbus AEYC members. Save the date for Columbus AEYC Mini-Conference Saturday, September 15 columbusaeyc@gmail.com
NAEYC  http://families.naeyc.org/   New opportunity - Parent information website provided by NAEYC (National Association for the Education of Young Children) authors - T Berry Brazelton, M.D. and Joshua Sparrow, M.D.   Families Today has been featured in the N.Y. Times for 20 years.  Get answers to Early Childhood questions.
Ohio Association for the Education of Young Children  (OAEYC) Ohio Association for the Education of Young Children Webcasts/Training are presented by Early Care & Education National Experts. Click here for all webcasts & registration details!
Approved Professional Credit includes: ODJFS In-Service, CDA, Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities Pending Credit Approval: IACET Education and Social Work CEUs.
The webcast trainings may be viewed free of charge by both parents and early childhood professionals. An optional professional credit/certificate of completion (including ODJFS in-service form) is offered for a $25 fee. Your certificate is automatically issued for you to download as soon as you complete the webcast! Go to www.oaeyc.org<http://www.oaeyc.org> for all the details!
Call for Proposals Early Childhood Conference Dates: Thursday, April 25-Saturday, April 27, 2013
Conference Location: Greater Columbus Convention Center, Columbus, OH- Proposal should include: Title - consider the marketing appeal to your targeted audience Description – a short paragraph which accurately describes and markets the attendee experience Two measureable objectives including the content, teaching time and method The Core Knowledge and Competency Area for each objective and the overall workshop The targeted training level, focus and audience. See 2013 Ohio Early Care & Education Conference Call for Proposals Guide 
Ten Tips for Involving Families through Online Communication from NAEYC

It is crucial for families to be involved in their child's early education. While there are many traditional forms of home-school partnerships, this list from NAEYC's Spotlight on Teaching Preschoolers 2 book will help you improve communication with your families. 

1. Create a classroom website.

2. Send individual emails to families to share positive information about their child's activities and accomplishments.

3. Post photo stories on the class website.

4. Provide at-home educational activities.

5. Create a family response link or form on the website to elicit comments, questions, and feedback.

6. Establish and moderate a family support discussion forum.

7. Communicate logistical information through group emails.

8. Ensure families' access to technology.

9. Provide opportunities for families to increase their technology skills.

10. Set aside time for technology-based communication.

Download a printable PDF of the full article
Feedback Needed for Ohio Standards: In December 2011, Ohio was awarded the Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Grant.  To be awarded the funding, Ohio was required to have Early Learning and Development Standards in all Essential Domains of School Readiness, Birth to Kindergarten Entry. The standards were expanded as part of a collaborative effort of state agencies serving young children including Ohio Department of Education, Ohio Department of Job and Family Services, Ohio Department of Health, Ohio Department of Mental Health, Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities, and the Governor’s Office of Health Transformation.  The state agencies worked with national experts and writing teams made up of Ohio-based content experts and stakeholders to revise the standards.  

The draft standards and feedback survey are posted here: www.build-ohio.org.  On this site, you will access: the introduction which explains the development process and organization of the standards; the draft standards in each domain; and a link to the survey on which you can provide feedback.

NAEYC The National Association for the Education of Young Children, Read Young Children and Use NEXT to Support Early Childhood Professional Development 
Young Children websiteA recent issue of Young Children covers current trends and initiatives in the early childhood field—from research to policy to practice. Learn about technology to enhance learning, programs tailored to children's and families’ cultures, the status of state-funded pre-K programs, and more. Read select articles by visiting the . Then further early childhood professional development with NEXT for Young Children, an electronic publication that accompanies each issue of Young Children. NEXT includes discussion questions, research-to-practice connections, and training session activities that build on the content from selected articles. This great resource is free for a limited time. Download it today. 
Family and Consumer Sciences and Career Tech  see more at end of resource section

Ohio Association for Teachers of Family and Consumer Sciences (OATFACS) View presentation materials from the August conference at Easton in Columbus at the following link http://www.oatfacs.org/2012_Presenters.html 

View Presenter Information from our Conference
www.oatfacs.org
Family and Consumer Sciences end of the year reports: Listserv FCS Teachers and Supervisors

High School End of Year Report:  http://survey.education.ohio.gov/se.ashx?s=60DA72703927D16E
 

Middle School End of Year Report: at http://survey.education.ohio.gov/se.ashx?s=60DA727044AF22DC
Ohio FCCLA Update- What's New

Affiliation-

All Ohio FCCLA chapters will affiliate directly through Ohio FCCLA.  You will not send anything to National including money.  All checks for dues will be made payable to Ohio FCCLA.  (You should changed this with your treasurer's office.)   Ohio FCCLA feels that we can deliver better service through using a direct affiliation method.  I will be able to know if you affiliate immediately and specially new chapters.  You will be able to print rosters and invoices immediately.  You will receive follow up emails.

You will register at www.registermychapter.com/fcclamem/oh.  It is actually ready now.  You will be able to upload a special Excel spreadsheet also.  More details will follow.  If you use the system to register for State Leadership Conference, your information is stored in the system.

Cluster Meetings

There will be more events added for Culinary this year.  The following events will be held for both occupational and FCS chapters this year: Culinary Knife Cuts, Culinary Food Art, Chicken Fabrication, Impromptu Speaking, Creed Presentation, Toys that Teach.  The Cluster Meetings are at Indianapolis, Oklahoma City, and Reno.

OATFACS Teachers Conference- Post Conference

Free post conference refresher course on FCCLA.  This post conference will be great for new advisers, returning advisers and anyone that wants to get refresher course on FCCLA.  It will only be 2 hours on August 9.  Plan to attend to receive special items free.

Webinars from National FCCLA

All adviser webinars from National FCCLA will be free this year.  More details on schedule will follow.

FCCLA Events: Contact Paulette Farago pofarago@aol.com Reserve tickets now for the 2012 Fall 3rd annual career day with the Columbus Blue Jackets. Go to the end of the Events and Resources for a complete list of FCCLA dates.  See Adviser Academy, Chef’s Challenge, State Fair + more. http://www.fcclainc.org/content/adviser-academy-home/.  
(Also see MORE references to Family and Consumer Sciences information and resources, and FCCLA at the end of this document after Webinars, Blogs and Trainings.)

American Association for Family and Consumer Sciences (AAFCS) presents Webinars like Nutrition-Dehydration, and others;  register now for Dehydration and its effects on the body webinar or a new presentation, Why group Work Does Not Work, presented by Catherine Anstrom, PhD, a 90 minute program including Q and A Tuesday, Feb. 21 4PM. Through a case study, literature review, and a qualitative study on university faculty members' perceptions of group work, Dr. Anstrom learned that very few educators are trained in group work.  And because teaching has become so over-burdened in the past decade, teachers are reluctant to invest time in learning new strategies for things like group work.  AAFCS webinars are $35 for AAFCS members, $50 nonmembers. Register Now!  State licenses and group discounts also available.
OACTE the Ohio Association for Career and Tech Education Conference July 31 – August 2 Save the Date for our Connections to Education Conference at the Hyatt Regency in Columbus. Register for the 2012 Ohio ACTE Annual Career-Technical and Adult Education Conference today! Tuesday, July 31 - Thursday, August 2 at the Hyatt Regency in Columbus. Click here to view the conference schedule.  Earn up to 20 CEU hours of compelling programming, including innovative presentation, hands-on technology labs and thought provoking speakers.  Keynote Speakers –  Eric Chester - Reviving Work Ethic    Jim Mahoney - Battelle for Kids
National Eating Disorders Awareness 
Eating disorders such as anorexia, bulimia and binge eating disorder are serious and potentially available resourceslife-threatening illnesses which are often misunderstood, misdiagnosed and hidden from public scrutiny.  Take a look at .  
Literacy and GED 

The Literacy Cooperative 216-776-6184.  For more information, call Ellen Yeip,  
eyeip@literacycooperative.org
The NAASLN Webinar Series invites you to attend the Internet-based seminar presented by Dr. Robin Lovrien Schwarz. Adult English Language Learners with Limited Print Literacy - A Group with VERY Special Learning Needs 
 Dr. Lovrien Schwarz's presentations, whether live or online, are always highly praised for format, content, depth of knowledge and her practical, easy to implement solutions for helping ESOL learners succeed. Register ONLINE – Go to www.naasln.org/webinars.htm
Mental Health 
MultiCultural Advocates for Cultural Competence Charleta B. Tavares, Executive Director
CARE Level I – The training schedule for 2012 includes the following dates, times and locations:

CARE Ohio Level I Trainings – “Building Cross-Cultural Competence in Health Care” 
Friday, October 12, 2012 - Cleveland, Oh
Cuyahoga County ADAMHS Board
2012 W. 25th Street, Cleveland, Oh 44113

The CARE training session(s) will help you to increase your knowledge and understanding about the impact of cultural practices and beliefs on the patient/client - provider relationship, and provide opportunities for developing strategies to strengthen your cross-cultural skills. The training is targeted to behavioral/health care and human services professionals as well as, others who are interested in learning more about how to better serve the needs of our community's diverse populations.    
The cost of the CARE training Level I (3 hour session) is $35 for MACC members and $45 for non-members and CARE Level II (8 hours) is $120 and $150 accordingly. CEU’s are available for RNs/LPNs and LSWs/LISWs; application has been made for CEU’s for Counseling and Ohio Chemical Dependency professionals. Fax the registration brochure to 614-487-9320. For more information about CARE trainings click here.
CARE Ohio Level II Trainings - “CARE Continues”  
Thursday /Friday October 18-19, 2012 – Columbus, Ohio (Franklin County)
10:00 a.m. to Noon - (Consider)
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. - (Accept)
10:00 a.m. to Noon - (Recognize)
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. - (Execute)
Columbus Public Health Department
240 Parsons Avenue – Room 119 C - Columbus, Ohio 43215
This year’s conference will focus on health care integration in the context of health care reform that seeks to eliminate health disparities. Individuals selected to present will be notified by July 15.  For more information or to submit a proposal, click here or visit www.maccinc.net.  For more information contact Esta Powell at epowell@maccinc.net or call (614)221-7841.

 Ohio Department of Education/State Board of Education and allied resources 
The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) has issued another updated contact guide for the ODE.  The new guide is more comprehensive and organized by areas.
SAVE THE DATE for fall “Save the Public Common School” conference
Diane Ravitch will be the featured keynote speaker at the "Save the Public Common School" conference in Columbus, OH on October 16, 2012.
Opinion
 Policy Matters Ohio opinions on funding
Illogical - Ohio's unemployment compensation trust fund is chronically underfunded because employer taxes have not kept pace with needs. This means that taxpayer funds are being used to pay interest on debt, according to our recent statement. The money Ohio is diverting in this way would be better used to meet critical needs of schools and local governments that have suffered deep cuts under the current budget. It's illogical, and bad policy, for the state to be forking over tens of millions of dollars in interest charges.

 

Unaffordable - Low- and middle-income Ohioans would pay more in taxes under Congressional Republicans' approach to extending the Bush tax cuts than they would under President Obama's proposal, according to a new comparison by Citizens for Tax Justice. The GOP also wants to give more cuts to the wealthiest 1 percent than Obama does. Unfortunately, both sides want "to extend far too many of these unaffordable tax cuts," says CTJ's director.

Parent Education
Ten Tips for Involving Families through Online Communication (from NAEYC)
It is crucial for families to be involved in their child's early education. While there are many traditional forms of home-school partnerships, this list from NAEYC's Spotlight on Teaching Preschoolers 2 book will help you improve communication with your families. 

1. Create a classroom website.

2. Send individual emails to families to share positive information about their child's activities and accomplishments.

3. Post photo stories on the class website.

4. Provide at-home educational activities.

5. Create a family response link or form on the website to elicit comments, questions, and feedback.

6. Establish and moderate a family support discussion forum.

7. Communicate logistical information through group emails.

8. Ensure families' access to technology.

9. Provide opportunities for families to increase their technology skills.

10. Set aside time for technology-based communication.

http://families.naeyc.org/   New opportunity - Parent information website provided by NAEYC (National Association for the Education of Young Children) by T Berry Brazelton, M.D. and Joshua Sparrow, M.D.   Families Today has been featured in the N.Y. Times for 20 years.  Get answers to Early Childhood questions.
Free Childbirth class for teen moms – one night only Wed. July 11th 2012.  Directions for Youth and Families upcoming Teen Childbirth Education classes attached. If you have questions please contact Intake at 614 294-2661,
Designed for teen mothers 12-21 and their support system. Please click on the link for information.
Childbirth Education flyer   http://www.dfyf.org/user_files/cb.pdf
Opinion article from Huffington Post on the later in life mental health effects of spanking children http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/07/02/spanking-children-linked-to-mental-health-disorders_n_1643422.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
New Empowering Parents – Child behavior help (see under blogs)
This week’s featured blog   
"Does My Child Have a Video Game Addiction?" How to Set Limits Around Video Game Use
by Sara Bean, M.Ed. 

Is your child playing video games instead of doing schoolwork? Is he avoiding social situations—and is his behavior worsening as a result of constant gaming? I’ve heard the desperation and concern in the voices of many, many parents whose kids seem to spend all their time playing video games, as if possessed by some mysterious outside force. As one parent said, “I worry that my son might be addicted. When I shut the game off, he freaks out and goes ballistic! I just don’t know what to do.”
Read more »
New Blog Available – Parenting Reflections http://parentingreflections.com/
Contributors include Jean Clarke, Elizabeth Crary, Connie Dawson, Beth Gausman, Helen Neville, Sandy Keiser, Emily Williams.
Chapin Hall offering - Articles

School Engagement Among Parents of Middle School Youth
Most researchers, policymakers, and educators believe that children do better in school when their parents are involved in their education. However, there is no gold standard for how to engage parents. Consequently, schools often employ a broad range of "parent involvement" efforts, with little clear evidence about what works best and for whom. This issue brief uses data from Chapin Hall's evaluation of the Elev8 full-service schools initiative as an illustrative case study to reflect on the efficacy of different parent engagement approaches during the middle school years. 

Download the Issue Brief on the Chapin Hall website. 

Challenges of Military Parents
CNN has published an opinion piece by Doris Duke Cohort One Fellow Tova Neugut about the challenges that face fathers serving in the military. She discussed the need to support military fathers who face a number of challenges at home and during deployment, particularly during the period of reintegration after service members return from duty.   

See the opinion piece on the CNN website

Research and Policy
Resources on Poverty in the USA    http://www.spotlightonpoverty.org/poverty_day_resources.aspx   
Parents' Pasts and Families' Futures: Using Family Assessments to Inform Perspectives on Reasonable Efforts and Reunification

In this study, comprehensive family assessments conducted by the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services are used to identify and better understand the experiences of a subset of parents involved with the child welfare system who report extensive exposure to trauma in their own personal histories. 
 

Download the report on the Chapin Hall website. 
Improving School Readiness: A Brief Report from the Palm Beach County Family Study

 

For more than a decade, Florida's Palm Beach County has been building a system of prevention and early intervention services to promote and support the healthy development and school readiness of children from birth to age 8. The Children's Services Council of Palm Beach County commissioned Chapin Hall to conduct a longitudinal mixed-methods evaluation of how families use and are affected by this system of services. This discussion paper presents selected findings about the factors that most affected children's development and school readiness, and concludes with recommendations for improving the service system
Download the Discussion Paper on the Chapin Hall website.
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New CWICstats Dashboard Report   

 

The CWICstats dashboard report for the second quarter of 2012 is now available. The quarterly dashboard report was developed for the Chicago Workforce Investment Council (CWIC) to provide a snapshot of key workforce and economic indicators. The report highlights many of the key indicators and their most recent changes, and then graphically depicts key and additional indicators over time.  

Download the Dashboard Report on the Chapin Hall website. 

Moving from Afterschool Training to the Workplace: The Second Year of the Palm Beach County Afterschool Educator Certificate Program  

In the second year implementation study of the Palm Beach County Afterschool Educator Certificate program (PBC-AEC), researchers at Chapin Hall sought to understand program implementation and establish how this 80-hour course affected individuals in the second year of operation. The report explains how afterschool organizations adopted the principles of PBC-AEC, and the extent to which training graduates used PBC-AEC ideas and practices in their work. 

Download the Report on the Chapin Hall website.
Opportunities/events available from Case Western University The Schubert Center for Child Studies aims to strengthen links between child-related academic study, public policy formation, and professional practice. Based in the College of Arts and Sciences at Case Western Reserve University, the Schubert Center convenes experts from across campus and throughout the Cleveland community to provide an innovative forum for multidisciplinary education, research, and communications focused on child policy.  Follow the links below (control+click) for information on Schubert Center initiatives, activities, and resources such as:
· Our series of Research and Policy Briefs summarizing child-related research at CWRU and highlighting implications for policy and practice 

· Monthly lunch-time seminars featuring cutting-edge research by CWRU faculty and corresponding commentary by local professionals 
From Policy Matters Ohio

Leveling out - Our latest foreclosure report points out that even though new filings dropped for the second year in a row - down to 71,556, a 16 percent decrease from 2010 - foreclosures in Ohio seem to be leveling off at a crisis-level peak. Mediation and foreclosure prevention programs are clearly making a dent in the problem, but much more is needed. In addition, housing trends show that thousands of delinquent properties and underwater mortgages, which are worth less than is owed, are causing continued instability.

 

Cuts without a cause - Even though there is no budget shortfall, Ohio Gov. John Kasich and House Republicans propose squeezing $95 million out of Ohio's current budget with no plans to use the money to restore critical services. Our analysis of HB 487, part of the governor's "Mid-Biennium Review," suggests that small amounts of money could have significant impact on the lives of many Ohioans. Just $8 million could pull down a federal match and reduce the wait for 14,000 families needing services from the Department of Developmental Disabilities; just $6.2 million could stop the cut pending next year to alcohol and drug treatment services and help provide treatment for 3,800.
From Learning first Alliance Learning First Alliance Spotlight: Family Engagement - A Driving Force Behind School Turnaround Efforts By Betsy Landers, President of the National PTA
Safety and Safety Education
www.NAWHSL.org for information on a variety of resources and safety programs in the USA
www.SafeConnectionsandResources.org website for helping volunteers and professionals access info

Decade of Action for Road Safety - See this Website for information on road safety worldwide.  .  From Beijing to Nairobi, to Mexico City to Washington, DC, there were amazing and diverse launches around the globe.  See www.decadeofaction.org for some worldwide photos.  And here in the U.S. states and territories, we had exciting events in 30 cities! Congratulations on a wonderful start to this worldwide recognition! 

Contact: Bella Dinh-Zarr dinhzarr@dinhzarr.org
NOYS National Organization for Youth Safety www.actoutloud.org 

NOYS (National Organizations for Youth Safety) To learn more about the full day of activities on May 8, go to   
National Organizations for Youth Safety at info@noys.org. Hear about all that happened in Washington, DC to launched the U.S. National Youth Traffic Safety Month 
Makin Some NOYS this May! Check out activity reports from last week!  

Request traffic safety resources to help enhance your parent-teen driving relationship!   
Request Resources!  Drive By the Rules, Keep the Privilege UnderYOURInfluence YOUTH-TurnIn

New Insurance Provides Concussion Testing for Student Athletes
Wells Fargo is teaming up with the region's four biggest medical providers to bring the coverage to local athletes and make Sacramento a model of brain-injury prevention for the rest of the country. Find out details about the care plan. 

The War Over Prescription Painkillers Read moreCDC and the DEA and several other government agencies have been issuing some alarming reports about abuse of prescription painkillers, and what the government says has been a dramatic rise in overdose deaths. .
Safety organizations and websites recommended by National Association of Women Highway Safety Leaders

(NAWHSL) For education, issues, events and materials on the latest in safety – see list and websites box:
For 50 years, The National Road Safety Foundation (NRSF) has designed free driver education programs. We also offer contests to teens with great prize incentives. The mission of NRSF is to bring awareness through life long education which will influence responsible driving behaviors. Visit us at www.nrsf.org 

The National Road Safety Foundation

Michelle Anderson

       
Operations Manager                       

Phone: 866-SAFEPATH (866-723-3728)
            3 New York Plaza                                
Email:  nrsf@nationalroadsafety.org                                              

            New York, NY 10004                            

Operation Lifesaver, Inc.


Helen Sramek, President


1420 King Street, Suite 401


Phone:
1-800-537-6224



Alexandria, VA   22314
Roadway Safety Foundation

Cathy Gillen, Managing Director

Phone:
202-857-1207


1101 14th Street, NW, Suite 750

Fax:
410-547-1799


Washington, DC   20005

AAA Foundation

J. Peter Kissinger, President


607 14th Street NW, Suite 201


Washington, DC   20005

California State Automobile Association




100 Van Ness




Phone:
415-565-2297

San Francisco, CA   94102

General Federation of Women’s Clubs International


1734 N. Street NW


Washington, D.C.  20036
GHSA  (Governors Highway Safety Association)


Barbara Harsha



Phone:
202-789-0942


444 North Capitol Street, Suite 722

Fax: 
202-789-0946
Washington, D.C.  20001

Indiana Governors’ Council on Impaired & Dangerous Driving   765-427-2920

Jeanette Bennett



Fax:
765-464-8205


624 Cumberland Avenue


 
 

West Lafayette, IN   47906

Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office

Norraine Wingfield



Phone:
800-416-2522


2930 SW Wannamaker Dr., Suite 100
Fax:
785-841-5777


Topeka, KS   66614
  AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety  - www.aaafoundation.org 

  American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP - www.aap.org 

  American Association of State Troopers (AAST) - www.statetroopers.org 

  American Driver & Traffic Safety Education Association (ADTSEA) - www.adtsea.iup.edu 

  American Traffic Safety Services Association (ATSSA) - www.atssa.com 

  BACCHUS and GAMMA Peer Education Network – www.bacchusgamma.org 

  Boost America! – www.boostamerica.org 

  Brain Injury Association – www.biausa.org 

  Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia – www.chop.edu 

  FACE Truth and Clarity on Alcohol – www.faceproject.org 

  Federal Highway Administration - www.fhwa.dot.gov  

  General Federation of Women’s Clubs - www.gfwc.org 

  Governors’ Highway Safety Association (GHSA) - www.ghsa.org  

  Insurance Institute for Highway Safety - www.highwaysafety.org   

  International Association of Chiefs of Police - www.theiacp.org 

  Kiwanis International - www.Kiwanis.org  

  Make Roads Safe – www.makeroadssafe.org 

  Maternal and Child Health Bureau, Injury and Violence Prevention Program - www.mchb.hrsa.gov 

  Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) - www.madd.org 

  National Clearinghouse on Drug and Alcohol Information (NCADD) - www.ncadd.org 

  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) - www.nhtsa.org 

  National Road Safety Foundation - www.nationalroadsafety.org  

  National Safe Kids Campaign - www.safekids.org 

  National Safety Belt Coalition - www.carseat.org 

  National Safety Council - www.nsc.org 

  Network of Employers for Traffic Safety (N.E.T.S.) - www.trafficsafety.org  

  Operation Lifesaver, Inc.  - www.oli.org  

  Roadway Safety Foundation - www.roadwaysafety.org 

  Rotary International - www.rotary.org   

  Safe Communities - www.nhtsa.dot.gov 

  Safe Ride News Publications - www.saferidenews.com 

  Seat Check – www.seatcheck.org 

  Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) - www.saddonline.com                   
Teens 

Childbirth class for teen moms – 2012.  Directions for Youth and Families upcoming Teen Childbirth Education classes attached. If you have questions please contact Intake at 614 294-2661,  See Childbirth Education above.
Designed for teen mothers 12-21 and their support system. Please click on the link for information.
Childbirth Education flyer
http://www.dfyf.org/user_files/cb.pdf
NOYS National Organization for Youth Safety www.actoutloud.org  (see more under Safety – Youth)

· Bottom line: Underage drinking is just not worth it  
· It is illegal and NEVER OK to drink underage 

· Encourage them to attend pre-arranged safe and sober events    

· Review your Parent-Teen driving agreement 

· Downloadable underage drinking talking points   

· Underage drinking quick facts 
Popular on EmpoweringParents.com
Parents, Get a Clue: What Teens are Really Doing Online Plus: Tips on How to Talk to Your Teen about Internet Safety
Social Networking for Kids: Is It Safe?
Ask PSL: Help! My Teen-age Son is a Basement Vampire
Video Games and Violence: What Every Parent Should Know
Volunteer Resources and Events
Don't Miss the 2012 Annual Conference on Service and Volunteerism
Registration is now open for the 2012 Annual Conference on Service and Volunteerism, to be held Sept. 18 at the Ohio Union at The Ohio State University.

The one-day professional development conference offers workshops that allow volunteer administrators to gather the latest information in areas like strengths-based leadership, innovative fundraising strategies and measuring the ROI of volunteer engagement. Martin J. Cowling, a global leader in volunteer management training, offers an Advanced Volunteer Management track and Plenary.

Registration is $100 with an optional $7 parking. For more details, workshop descriptions and to register visit www.serveohio.org. Registration closes this Sunday.

Become a generationOn School, a place where academic learning comes alive through real-world service experience.  This fall, set the stage for a year of student engagement, collaboration and social responsibility.
GenerationOn's comprehensive philanthropy education resources and targeted professional development support educators as they implement the strategy of service learning and prepare students for career and college success with 21st Century skills. This is not an add on, but good teaching that will help you incorporate the Common Core standards into your curriculum. 

Learn more: download a flier.  

Become a generationOn School by:

Join the generationOn member community. 

Attend two, free introductory webinars or workshops: "generationOn Schools Orientation" and "Service Learning with generationOn Schools". 

Build a Community of Service Learners
GenerationOn has more than 1,600 free lesson plans aligned with state and U.S. Common Core standards. Check out these unit plans ideal for building community and a commitment to service, right from the beginning of the school year:

K-2: We Can All Do Our Share 

3-5: Real Heroes 

6-8: What Does It Take? 

9-12: Encouraging Volunteerism 

Start a generationOn Club!
Register as a generationOn Kids Care Club facilitator and lead elementary school students in meaningful service projects in out-of-school time. Serve as the advisor for a generationOn Service Club and support middle and high school students as they plan and implement service projects outside of class time. 
There’s still time to join HandsOn Central Ohio in a wide range of activities throughout the month. To sign up for HandsOn Central Ohio’s volunteer events, visit HandsOn Connect. Gather your friends, employees or members of your organization and help out with one of these volunteer projects:

EcoSummit 2012 will bring together the world's most respected minds in ecological science to discuss restoring the planet's ecosystems. Volunteers are needed to assist with all phases of the summit: airport assistants, volunteers to help with directions, exhibit hall, registration and opening reception volunteers, plenary session greeters, and more. To register as a volunteer, visit HandsOn Connect. 

Write a care card for the men and women of our Armed Forces to thank them for their service to our country as we continue to observe the 9/11 anniversary in remembrance. Create a digital message that will be shared with the troops. 

Throughout the Columbus Volunteer Challenge, HandsOn Central Ohio will feature on-site volunteer opportunities at the HandsOn Central Ohio website. To learn more, visit the Columbus Volunteer Challenge website.

More Volunteer opportunities - Interested in being a foster grandparent? As a volunteer in the Foster Grandparent Program you'll receive a stipend, insurance benefits, and, best of all, the satisfaction of helping shape tomorrow's youth. You may volunteer 15 to 40 hours per week-it's up to you. There are no education or experience requirements, and you can choose to work with children from infancy through elementary school. For more information, contact Shryiell Owens, (614) 221-6766 ext 157 or  email sowens@handsoncentralohio.org  or look for the foster grandparent program in your area.  

Webinars  Blogs and Trainings
Webinars – many  are available as they are presented and also saved for later viewing.  So always consult the source to see if a past event might still be available as a resource.

An Ounce of Prevention Webinar:  Complete Curriculum on Preconception Issues for Teens and Young Adults,Presented by Brenda Bell and Lori Williamson Dean, 90-minute program including Q & A, Wednesday, April 11, 4pmET and Wednesday, April 18, 4pm E.  Register for 1 part at $35 AAFCS members  ($50 nonmembers)Register for the2-part series at $50 AAFCS members ($80 nonmembers)NOTE:  Middle and High School students can attend for free with a registered participant! Register Now! Check out our Webinar Bundle program to save even more on registration costs!
Chapin Hall Webinars available live and banked for later listening – Free.  Go to the Urban Institute website http://www.urban.org/ for access to Chapin Hall video conferences on a host of topics including Parenting, Families, Immigrant issues, Extending Foster Care to Age 21, and a lot more. 

Register for the live webcast or listen later. Issue Brief on  School Engagement Among Parents of Middle School Youth
Dropout Prevention:  The Alliance for Excellent Education sponsored a webinar "Expanded Learning Opportunities: A More Comprehensive Approach to Preparing High School Students for College and a Career". The webinar highlighted a new Alliance issue brief that examines how schools can create options for students to address barriers that prevent high school students from graduating ready for college and a career. The panelists included Milton Chen, Senior Fellow, Edutopia; Maria Ferguson, Vice President, Alliance for Excellent Education; Jeannie Oakes, Director, Educational Opportunity and Scholarship Programs, Ford Foundation; Brad Stam, Vice President, ConnectEd: The California Center for College and Career; and Elliot Washor, Cofounder and Codirector, Big Picture Learning.  If you were unable to watch the webinar live, archived video from all Alliance webinars is available, usually a day or two after the event is scheduled to air. A list of other upcoming Alliance webinars is available.

Education Week –Live Webinars Models of Blended Learning: What Works for Your District Available "on demand" any time 24 hours after the event.  Free registration is now open. Boosting Literacy with Effective Reading Comprehension "on demand" 24 hours after event.  Free registration is now open. 
Consortium Developing Common Assessments: The Ohio State Board of Education recently agreed to join the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers.  This is one of the consortia that Education Week  features in a webinar entitled "Common Assessments:  What You Need to Know"
This webinar provided a briefing on the work of two consortia, the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium and the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers. The consortia are using $360 million in Race to the Top money to design assessment systems for the common standards. The new tests will require essays, projects, and other tasks to gauge deeper, more complex student learning. The groups are also working on a variety of resources for teachers, such as model instructional units and formative assessments. Panelists include Joe Willhoft, executive director, the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium, and Laura M. Slover, senior vice president, Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers.
Register for the webinar.  All Education Week webinars are archived and accessible.
Health – See MACC trainings  under Diversity and Mental Health
State agencies offer webinar series to combat bullying and improve school climate ODE has joined several other state agencies to form the Ohio Anti-Harassment, Anti-Intimidation and Anti-Bullying (Anti-HIB) Initiative. They are sponsoring a series of one-hour webinars during the current school year.  School professionals, parents and community-support personnel are encouraged to participate in each session, which will be presented by experts from each sponsoring agency on topics including: policy implementation and supports; cyber safety; legal ramifications; school-wide interventions; teen dating violence prevention; and girl aggression. In addition to ODE, speakers will represent the Attorney General, eTech Ohio, the Ohio Domestic Violence Network and the departments of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services Health, and Mental Health.  Each webinar is open to the first 100 participants, with registration open 30 minutes before each program. In addition, the webinars will be recorded and posted the same day on this Web page for viewing at a later time. Please direct any questions to Jill Jackson at jill.jackson@ode.state.oh.us or (614) 466-9540.

CEC Webinars - Online professional development for special educators Tier One Instruction for Diverse Pre-K Learners A CEC/DEC Collaborative Webinar materials may be available.
5. Identify sources of common learning outcomes for diverse groups of young children. 

6. Identify daily routines and activities in which learning opportunities can be embedded. 

7. Develop multiple and varied teaching sequences built upon the principles of universal design for learning and developmentally appropriate practice.

8. Teaching diverse Pre-K learners is a unique challenge. Participate in this webinar to learn how to plan,  

Understand key evidence-based instructional practices that can be used for preschool-aged children with diverse abilities to ensure high-quality Tier-One instruction.  Register Today  Individual, per-site webinar registration is only $89 for members or $114 for non-members.
Blogs
Americans for the Arts will be celebrating Arts in Education Week by hosting a blog salon on ARTSblog. This is a biannual event about arts education topics, and this fall's theme is the intersection of the arts and the new Common Core State Standards. The blog salon will feature a collection of posts by arts and education leaders, such as Yong Zhao, Richard Kessler, and Amy Johnson. Follow the salon by using the arts education tag on ARTSblog.

New Roles for Traditional Public Schools and Education Entrepreneurs Thomas Toch, senior fellow and director of the Washington office of the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, recently posted a blog describing a new partnership with high performing charter schools that some leaders in traditional public schools are proposing. ("The Shifting Rhetoric of School Reform" Posted on May 23, 2012, originally published on The Avenue blog at The New Republic.)
Mr. Toch writes that at the annual New Schools Venture Fund summit some former participants in Teach for America and leaders of the entrepreneurial education reform movement, including Kayla Henderson (Superintendent of D.C. Public Schools), Cami Anderson (Superintendent Newark, New Jersey Public Schools), and Chris Barbic (administrator in the Memphis City Schools), are recognizing the limitations of the charter school movement, and are proposing compacts between traditional public schools and high performing charter schools to revamp low performing urban schools.
These leaders acknowledge that the most "vulnerable" students are still educated in traditional public schools, which have become the default system for many students who have been pushed out of charter schools, are not served by charter schools, or whose families do not apply to charter schools.  In some cases charter schools have become "individual islands" of education excellence in some urban districts, but are not a "sufficient strategy for large scale reform."
According to the author, "This is a far cry from the scorn that many education entrepreneurs have heaped on traditional school systems since the emergence of the charter school movement two decades ago."
Read the blog.
Empowering Parents:

New Blog Available – Parenting Reflections http://parentingreflections.com/
Contributors include Jean Clarke, Elizabeth Crary, Connie Dawson, Beth Gausman, Helen Neville, Sandy Keiser, Emily Williams.
This week’s featured blog:

Worried About Your Child’s Future? 
3 Tips to Cope 
by Rebecca Wolfenden, Parental Support Advisor

"If my child is acting like this now, what's he going to be like when he's older?"

Arts Integration and Joyful Learning: Judy Willis, an authority on brain research, writes in her blog for Edutopia that the creative arts can help children associate learning with pleasure and joy, develop “habits of the mind” that prepare them for adulthood, and also promote symbolic/conceptual thinking and innovative skillsets . (“Executive Function, Arts Integration and Joyful Learning (Part 6 of 7) by Judy Willis, Education 2012.)

Learning is a Pleasure: According to the author the anticipation of pleasure releases the neurotransmitter dopamine in the brain, which increases pleasure and also reduces stress. She writes, “When students know they will have opportunities to use artistic, kinesthetic or manipulative experiences in the course of learning and as part of their learning assessments, their optimism is renewed. Knowing from the start that they will create representations of their learning through visual, musical or movement expressions (ideally with a medium of their choice) is an inoculation against boredom and low effort.”

Learning the arts provides students with opportunities to be creative, and this in turn increases student interest, motivation, and effort. Dr. Willis explains that often students who are not doing well academically adopt a “fixed mindset” in which they believe that any effort to learn with result in failure. Learning the arts enables students to believe in themselves, because students learn that with effort, practice and skills, “... they can transform their capacity for learning and increase their academic success.”

“Habits of the Mind”: Learning the arts also helps students learn “habits of the mind” such as practice, review, and application of knowledge, and how to delay gratification and to apply effort toward reaching a goal. These are important skills to understand and apply as students become adults and face challenges throughout their lives.

Symbolic/conceptual thinking: The author also writes that neuroscientists have looked at the neural activity of the brain, and learning the arts correlates with symbolic/conceptual thinking and processes using the highest forms of cognition, problem-solving, and critical analysis. Scientists have observed that learning the arts increases students’ sustained attention while participating in the arts, and also in general.
New Empowering Parents – Child behavior help
This week’s featured blog:

How to Talk to Police When Your Child is Physically Abusive
Kim Abraham LMSW & Marney Studaker Cordner LMSW
Advice about how to involve law enforcement if your child is physically abusive, including a free downloadable form that will help you through this process. Read more »
Popular on EmpoweringParents.com
Parenting ODD Children and Teens: How to Make Consequences Work ;

 Is Your Defiant Child Damaging or Destroying Property? 
When Kids Get Violent: “There’s No Excuse for Abuse”  Child Rage: Explosive Anger in Kids and Teens 
“Why Don't Consequences Work for My Teen?” Here’s Why…and How to Fix It 
Trainings
CARE Trainings – Register Now – Sponsored by the Multiethnic Advocates for Cultural Competence; Fax the registration brochure to 614-487-9320. For more information about CARE trainings click here.  See mental health or diversity - above.
HandsOn Central Ohio  in Columbus knows that a strong nonprofit sector is key to a healthy community. We offer a variety of trainings and consultation services to assist nonprofit organizations increase their effectiveness and enhance their capacity to deliver high-quality services. Our trainings address topics of interest to nonprofits at an economical tuition rate that fits nonprofit budgets. For a detailed training description, dates of trainings, fees and to register, visit http://www.handsoncentralohio.org/public/training/trainings.php.

An Ounce of Prevention Webinar:  Complete Curriculum on Preconception Issues for Teens and Young Adults,Presented by Brenda Bell and Lori Williamson Dean, 90-minute program including Q & A, Wednesday, April 11, 4pmET and Wednesday, April 18, 4pm E.  Register for 1 part at $35 AAFCS members  ($50 nonmembers)Register for the2-part series at $50 AAFCS members ($80 nonmembers)NOTE:  Middle and High School students can attend for free with a registered participant! Register Now! Check out our Webinar Bundle program to save even more on registration costs!
MORE Family and Consumer Sciences Education August conference presentations at View Presenter Information from our Conference
Check out references for Family and Consumer Sciences information:
www.oatfacs.org  and www.oafcs.org See information for Ohio Family and Consumer Sciences programs and upcoming meetings.  Details at www.oatfacs.org or contact Mary Jo Kohl or Kevin.williams@education.ohio.gov  
FCCLA information from Paulette Farago: 
[image: image2.png]


IMPORTANT- Skill Demonstrations are a national event held only at Cluster Meetings.  They are limited to number that can participate.  There are many events for Culinary and other chapter members.  Register early or get close out. The criteria has not been released this year from national yet.  The Cluster Meeting brochure is not posted yet.

Skill Demonstration Events Policies Refer to the 2012-13 Competitive Events Guide for event eligibility and participation requirements. Registration limited based upon event capacity. Registration fees will not be charged until event registration has been confirmed. Participants not meeting eligibility requirements will not be allowed to compete.

 Culinary Chicken Fabrication - an individual event, will showcase the best of participants' knife skills. Participants will safely fabricate a chicken into eight pieces, meeting industry standards and demonstrating proper safety and sanitation procedures.  

Culinary Food Art - an individual event, will showcase the best of participants' creative and artistic skills in utilizing an assortment of fruits and vegetables to design and create an interesting food art item.  

Culinary Knife Skills - an individual event, will showcase the best of participants' knife skills. Participants will produce six uniform pieces for each knife cut meeting industry standards and demonstrate proper safety and sanitation procedures. 

FCCLA Creed Speaking & Interpretation - an individual event, recognizes first-year members (through grade 9) for their ability to recite the FCCLA creed and interpret it within the context of their personal philosophy.  This event provides an opportunity for members to gain self-confidence in public speaking while learning the values and philosophy expressed by the organization in which they hold membership. 

Impromptu Speaking - an individual event, recognizes participants for their ability to address a topic relating to FCCLA and Family and Consumer Sciences without prior preparation.  The ability to express one's thoughts in an impromptu situation while maintaining poise, self-confidence, logical organization of point, and conversational speaking are important assets in family, career and community situations. 

Toys that Teach - an individual event, recognizes members for their ability to design, build, and demonstrate an original homemade toy which provides learning and play for either an individual child or a small group of children.  The toy is to be constructed of common, everyday household items, meet safety guidelines, and be easy to carry and use.  

 

Information on how to register for Skill Demonstration Events is found in the National Cluster Meeting brochure and is included as part of the conference registration form.  Participants must be registered to attend the National Cluster Meeting and those living more than 50 miles from the convention site must stay at one of the official conference hotels.  Registration is first come, first served based upon conference facility and schedule.  

Questions?  Contact competitiveevents@fcclainc.org. 

Financial Planning Competition   Ohio FCCLA and Ashland University partner to bring you this competition every year.  You also receive t-shirts, tour of campus and eat at Ashland University cafeteria.  This competition challenges students in a variety of ways plus students work directly with Ashland University students as mentors. Ashland University's Institute for Contemporary Financial Studies & SIFE 6th Annual competition;  Monday October 29, 2012 . 8am-4pm  Dauch College of Business and Economics.  Please RSVP by Wednesday, October 15, 2012 - Fax 419-289-5910, trumker@ashland.edu 

NOYS Newsletter for a great Student Competition – Prizes $1,000 plus www.noys.org 
This is a free program and you get great freebies and resources from NOYS.  Also each school can get up to $1000 to have a rally in April during Global Youth Service Month.

BEEFonomics is a new progam introduced by Ohio Beef Council.  They will bring the program to your classroom by contacting  them.  Please select at least three days that they could come to your school.  An individual from Ohio Cattlemen's Association will come to your classroom with a PowerPoint and cooking demonstration.  The program is match to Ohio FCS Standards.  

There will be two emails.  This email will contain BEEFonomics brochure and information on demonstration.  The second email will contain enhancement and extension activities. It also will be posted on the www.ohiofcclaadviser.com Website and www.ohiofccla.com .
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Teachers:  Free Student Leadership Program and  $500,000 Prize Money for Service Learning Project The Lead2Feed Student Leadership program was created by the Lift a Life Foundation and the USA TODAY Charitable Foundation with assistance from the Yum! Foundation to encourage middle and high school students to hone leadership skills through launching a service-learning project that solves hunger issues.
The program includes a10-lesson, standards-based curriculum on the topic of leadership - based on the book, Taking People With You, by David Novak - provided to participating teachers. The lessons are easy to implement and require minimal teacher preparation.  Students will work in teams to study leadership qualities, identify a hunger-related problem, develop a solution and execute their plan.  The electronic edition of USA TODAY will also accompany the curriculum as a resource.

 

$500,000 in prizes will be awarded to winning teams for their hunger charity as well as teacher incentives and tablets for the top team winner and runner-up.

 For teacher registration and additional information, please go to www.lead2feed.com   

 Or contact:  Debby Dodge:  ddodge@usatoday.com  

PLEASE NOTE: This message and any response to it may constitute a public record, and therefore may be available upon request in accordance with Ohio public records law. (ORC 149.43)

From Youth Outreach Coordinator – Vista office number: 614-255-6968
Advisers – please request student spreadsheet that you can have your students go to the computer and put in their own data, Name, Graduation Year and Email.  Email the form to Melissa or Nick at nick@ugive.org.   Your students will receive email with their log in and password and then they can search for vounteer opportunties by using their zip code near them this summer.  The students can receive at State Leadership Conference next year either or both Jefferson Awards or Presidential Volunteer Service Awards.  You will be able to log past volunteer hours.

FCCLA is pleased to announce the next chapter in the  Adviser Essentials Webinar Series – Focus on Programs.    The fee per webinar is $25.00 and PDUs will be provided.  
Ohio FCCLA Adviser Consultants. Do your students want to be involved with FCCLA while in college?  Ohio FCCLA announces Post Secondary FCCLA.  Students in universities and culinary schools may now become post secondary members.  National dues are $15 and state dues are $10.  Please read the attached information.  Ohio will be able to send 3 Post Secondary Culinary Teams, 3 Early Childhood, 3 Teach and Train and 3 Advocacy to National Post Secondary Competition. Postsecondary Section of the national FCCLA website – www.fcclainc.org. For moreinformation, contact starevents@fcclainc.org. Event guidelines will be published in the Pilot.
Recommended resources for Family and Consumer Sciences: 

First 2 new “teaching tools” published by ENC-Teacher Exchange for Family & Consumer Sciences Teachers invited to join ENC-Teacher for free.  Park Ridge, IL, ENC-Teacher Exchange, the new nutrition education endeavor developed by Egg Nutrition Center (ENC), science division of The American Egg Board, unveiled its first two teaching tools today for free use by family and consumer sciences teachers and other nutrition educators throughout the U.S.  www.encteacher.org, ENC-Teacher Exchange focused first on a very successful “Fitness-Nutrition” program that has been evolving over the past decade at Victor J. Andrew High School in Tinley Park, Ill. By packaging one-hour physical education and practical nutrition classes back-to-back around the lunch hour, and grading students on the quality of lunches they bring to school every day, the “fit-nut” program at Andrew works both by resonating with students, and by getting their parents involved when purchasing healthier foods for their children’s lunches, as required by students to earn good grades. ENC encourages all nutrition educators to join ENC-Teacher Exchange, at no charge after viewing Andrew’s Fit-Nut program video and downloading related teaching tools: http://www.encteacher.org/-Fit_Nut__at_Andrew_HS.html
ENC Executive Director Mitchell Kanter, PhD., called on one of the nation’s leading childhood obesity experts in pediatrician Ronald E. Kleinman, M.D., Physician-in-Chief at Massachusetts General Hospital for Children in Boston. In the 13-minute video with Dr. Kleinman, he provides a century-long perspective on obesity in America in an up-close presentation titled “Deconstructing Obesity:” http://www.encteacher.org/Deconstructing_Obesity.html
Nutrition educators and other family and consumer sciences teachers that are interested in using, sharing, or helping to develop new and effective nutrition teaching tools for students in grades 1 thru 12 are invited to join ENC-Teacher Exchange for free by going online to www.encteacher.org. The program is part of Egg Nutrition Center’s renewed efforts to participate in widespread initiatives to reverse obesity trends in the U.S.

ENC-Teacher Exchange is working in concert with the American Association of Family & Consumer Sciences (www.aafcs.org), and strongly encourages AAFCS member-teachers to join the program and participate in identifying the best available nutrition teaching tools, and even to assist in creating new ones. We’ll soon be recruiting 3-person “creative teams” to work together for 8 to 10 hours to develop one new nutrition teaching tool, and ENC will award a $300 honorarium to each of the three teachers on each team for their participation. Each teaching tool will be published and made available on the ENC-Teacher Exchange web site for free to everyone.

For further information please visit www.encteacher.org, or contact membership manager for ENC-Teacher Exchange, Linda Tinoco at 708-974-3153 (E-mail Linda at LinTinoco@comcast.net).

Nutrition and Hydration for Physical Performance: Guidelines for Teens and Adults – You weren’t able to attend? No problem. This event will be archived on the AAFCS website for the same low registration rates.  Click here to register for the archive.  The benefits of proper hydration and nutrition for physical activities are many:  faster recovery, decreased fatigue, heightened endurance, and keeping blood sugar at appropriate levels.  In addition, the overall feeling of psychological preparedness will help with motivation.

Have you checked out the “Our Ohio” Teacher’s Lounge? Our Ohio Teacher’s Lounge at http://ourohio.org/Ohio Teachers Lounge is a great place to find links and resources for all ages. Go to this link for more information.  Forward this email to a friend.  See resources like these 

Activity Kit
The American Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture presents this kit for ages Pre-K to Kindergarten. The package of CDs consists of three activities that include Farm Animal and Sounds, Farm Animal Parade, and Proper Animal Names.  A short video on the lesson and printable pictures are also included. The package is on sale right now for $1.75 per kit (was $2.50) with a volume discount available. The book Busy Barnyard  by John Schindel is available at Amazon.
Financial literacy is defined as the ability to read, analyze, manage and communicate about the personal financial conditions that affect material well-being. It includes the ability to discern financial choices, discuss money and financial issues without (or despite) discomfort, plan for the future and respond competently to life events that affect everyday financial decisions, including events in the general economy.
-Report of the NASBE Commission on Financial and Investor Literacy
The Ohio Core – Personal Finance Requirements Amended Substitute Senate Bill 311, as codified in Ohio Revised Code §3313.603©(6), requires integration of economics and financial literacy within social studies classes or another class. Click here for a PDF document containing additional information.
Draft Academic Content Standards  Financial Literacy Overview

 HYPERLINK "http://education.ohio.gov/GD/DocumentManagement/DocumentDownload.aspx?DocumentID=122969" \o "http://education.ohio.gov/GD/DocumentManagement/DocumentDownload.aspx?DocumentID=122969" 
Draft Financial Literacy Academic Content Standards

 HYPERLINK "http://education.ohio.gov/GD/DocumentManagement/DocumentDownload.aspx?DocumentID=123122" \o "http://education.ohio.gov/GD/DocumentManagement/DocumentDownload.aspx?DocumentID=123122" 
Draft Entrepreneurship Standards

 HYPERLINK "http://education.ohio.gov/GD/DocumentManagement/DocumentDownload.aspx?DocumentID=123522" \o "http://education.ohio.gov/GD/DocumentManagement/DocumentDownload.aspx?DocumentID=123522" 
Draft non-Career Technical Education Business Standards
Teacher Academies are designed to train educators to deliver instruction that provides a comprehensive understanding of financial literacy. They include six different instructional modules:

1. Financial Decision-Making; 

2. Working and Earning; 

3. Budgeting, Banking, Saving and Philanthropy; 

4. Effective Use of Credit; 

5. Wealth Creation and Investing; and 

6. Risk Management. 

For the 2011 Personal Finance Courses Master Schedule, click here. 

Teacher Training Instructional Units are designed by teacher academies for use in training teachers. For a Teacher Academy Personal Finance Curriculum outline, click here. For aTeacher Academy Evaluative Report, click here.

Financial Literacy Implementation Committee Report The Financial Literacy Implementation Committee (FLIC), a subcommittee of the Ohio Council of Personal Finance Education, developed a comprehensive set of high school financial education recommendations addressing the questions of who, what, where, when and how of implementing SB 311. The FLIC report was presented and received by the State Board of Education’s Achievement Committee in April 2008 as part of an update of the efforts to develop options and strategies for schools to use as they plan to integrate the instruction of personal finance into their courses of study in response to SB 311. This report was designed to help districts decide which teachers could best benefit from enrolling in a Teachers Academy Program.
The latest FLIC report, presented here, should be reviewed as a progress update only and not as a mandate for schools or as a fixed limit of the choices available to districts in how to best provide personal finance education for Ohio’s students.

Middle Grades Financial Literacy and College and Career Readiness House Bill 1 requires each city, exempted village and local district to adopt a resolution describing how the district will address college and career readiness and financial literacy in the middle grades.  Once adopted, the district shall submit that resolution to the department of education along with their implementation plans.

· By e-mail to: Middle.Grades.Financial.Literacy@ode.state.oh.us 

· By fax to: Middle Grades Financial Literacy at (614) 387-0421, or 

· By U.S. mail to: Middle Grades Financial Literacy, Ohio Department of Education, 25 S. Front Street, Mail Stop 509, Columbus, Ohio 43215 

3313.6015 Resolution describing how district will address college and career readiness and financial literacy: The board of education of each city, exempted village, and local school district shall adopt a resolution describing how the district will address college and career readiness and financial literacy in its curriculum for grade seven or eight and for any other grades in which the board determines that those subjects should be addressed. The board shall submit a copy of the resolution to the department of education.
- Added by 128th General Assembly File No. 9, HB 1, § 101.01, eff. 10/16/2009.

· Click here for a Sample Board resolution to assist with this requirement. 

· Sample financial literacy syllabus for middle grades to assist with the development of a financial literacy course of study or instructional units 

· ODE College and Career Planning resources for information on college and career readiness. 

Twelve Personal Finance Principles for Young People  From the Jump$tart Coalition, this list provides sound money management advice for young people. Click here to open a PDF of the Jump$tart Coalition’s 12 principles. What is a FICO Score? FICO scores are often used by lenders and creditors to determine the eligibility of individuals for home loans and other credit needs. Click here to open a PDF with more information. Jump$tart Coalition for Personal Financial Literacy Student Survey Summary The results of the biennial survey administered to high school seniors sounded an alarm for schools. Young people need formal instruction in money management. Click here to open a PDF of the Jump$tart Coalition’s student survey overview.

Other Financial Literacy Sources  Below are additional PDFs about financial literacy. Click on the titles to open the PDFs.

· Survey of Financial Education in Ohio’s High Schools: Assessment of Teachers, Programs, and Legislative Efforts Executive Summary (PDF)
A Research Project funded by The Ohio State University P-12 Project, Report prepared by Cäzilia Loibl, Ph.D., CFP® 

· Who Will Own Our Children? Executive Summary (PDF)
The Report of the NASBE Commission on Financial and Investor Literacy 

· Survey of the States – Economic and Personal Finance Education In Our Nation’s Schools in 2009 (PDF) 

A number of Web sites offer additional financial literacy resources. Click on the links below to open a new window to each Web site.

· MoneyAndStuff.info 

· Family Economics and Financial Education (FEFE) 

· Jump$tart Coalition for Personal Financial Literacy 

· Junior Achievement (JA) 

· National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) State Adolescent Literacy Network 

· National Council for Economic Education (NCEE) 

· National Endowment for Financial Education (NEFE) 

· Ohio Council on Economic Education (OCEE) 

For Frequently Asked Questions about Financial Literacy, click here.  Contact Information
Thomas Rutan Associate Director  (614) 728-1997  tom.rutan@ode.state.oh.us
End More references section for FCS and FCCLA
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