USEP-OHIO E-update October 25, 2011

Dear Friends of USEP-OHIO, Educators, Advocates, Parents and Professionals,
Fall is a vibrant time of the year in community and family life.  USEP-OHIO encourages all citizens to pay attention to the important new trends and issues that affect our children, our lives and our schools.  Be sure to be a prepared voter.  Look to dependable sources for information about exercising your vote as an informed citizen. 

Included in this E-Update: 

Note the announcement from Governor Kasich that establishes an Early Education and Innovation Development Committee reporting directly to him.  The executive order is effective immediately and also establishes the position of Early Education and Development Officer, who will work with the governor, the Governor’s Office of 21st Century Education to define and implement a kindergarten readiness assessment process as well as break down barriers between agencies and programs.  

Reports on the October meeting of the Ohio Board of Education (note the discussions of Early Childhood program history and of gifted programs in Ohio), the General Assembly report on new primary dates and the end of secret ballots, Ohio schools of Promise announced, and the Washington Report on the (ESEA)Elementary and Secondary Education Reauthorization Act – formerly known as No Child Left Behind. Special Reports include a report on State Education Systems Rating for Fairness and Ohio’s Early Learning Challenge proposal submission.  
Look for links to webinars, trainings and many events and resources at the end of this Update. See a link to an immigrant’s story about why the federal budget is so important to families, Read more at the USEP-OHIO website www.usep-ohio.com.  See recent reports on Preschool funding, Poverty in Ohio, School performance measures and Arts Education in past issues of the E-Update.

Halloween – a special reprintable Parent Tip to help educators and parents with the Halloween parties and treats is printed in the Events and Resources section at the end of this Update!.  You may paste and print it!  
Cindy McKay, Executive Director, USEP-OHIO, Inc.
Ohio Education News:

The 129th Ohio General Assembly:
The Ohio Senate has scheduled a tentative session this week. The House and Senate Education committees are not scheduled to meet.

New Primary Dates Set:  Governor Kasich signed HB318 (Blessing) into law on October 21, 2011. The law sets two primaries, one in March and one in June 2012, to provide additional time for lawmakers, or the courts, to settle the controversy about the newly drawn map of congressional districts included in HB319 (Huffman).  HB319 is being challenged through the referendum process. Last week Secretary of State Jon Husted's office certified that the referendum campaign, Ohioans for Fair Districts, had met the initial signature requirement to go forward with the next step and begin collecting 231,150 signatures to place a referendum on HB319 before the voters in November 2012.

HB318 provides for a primary for local, state, and U.S. Senate candidates in March 2012, and a primary for the U.S. President and U.S. House candidates in June 2012. It also eliminates the August special election, which is sometimes used by school districts to get voter approval of school funding issues.

State Board Cannot Use Secret Ballot:  Attorney General Mike DeWine notified State Board of Education President Debe Terhar on October 18, 2011 that the State Board of Education must conduct all of its votes in public, thus eliminating the use of a secret ballot to vote for Board president and vice-president. The State Board of Education has traditionally used a secret ballot to elect officers every two years in January.  This year that practice was challenged by newly appointed and elected members of the State Board of Education in January 2011 after the Board elected Rob Hovis president by secret ballot.  At issue also was the legitimacy of the vote, because one of the members of the State Board had not been confirmed by the Ohio Senate, even after being on the Board for over a year. The Board took another vote in March 2011 and elected Debe Terhar president and Tom Gunlock vice-president.

According to the opinion, R.C.121.22 Ohio's open meeting law, requires all meetings of any public body be "public meetings open to the public at all times" and decisions made publicly.

Read the Attorney General's opinion.

News from Washington:
Senate Committee Approves ESEA Bill: The U.S. Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee, chaired by Senator Tom Harkin, approved a revised Elementary and Secondary Education Reauthorization Act (ESEA) on October 20, 2011, formerly known as the No Child Left Behind Act. The committee added several amendments to the bill before approving it by a vote of 15-7.  The vote included support from Republican Senators Enzi (Wyoming-ranking member), Alexander (Tennessee) and Kirk (Illinois).

According to a press release from the committee, the bill will do the following: 
· maintains required student testing in grades 3-8 and once in high school 

· eliminates "adequate yearly progress" targets and mandated federal sanctions for all schools 

· supports state-designed accountability systems consistent with principles supported by the Council of Chief State School Officers 

· requires districts and schools to report disaggregated information about school effectiveness   

· promotes college and career-ready standards   

· addresses 12 percent of schools that produce 50 percent of dropouts 

· fosters collaboration between early childhood programs and school systems to ensure that children start school ready to succeed   

· promotes improved support and evaluation systems for teachers and principals   

· promotes the recruitment and preparation of teachers for high-need subjects like math and science   

· supports a well-rounded education with time for the arts and physical activity   

· promotes safe and healthy schools   

· prepares more teachers to teach the diverse learners in America's schools including students with disabilities and English learners   

· directs federal resources to turn around chronically struggling schools and those with significant achievement gaps and allow states to take student progress into consideration while rating schools promotes smooth transition and alignment from early learning to K-12 to higher education, and across federal education programs   

· consolidates and streamlines 82 programs in the current law into 40 broader funded programs, and eliminates those that are duplicative or unnecessary?? 

The committee accepted an amendment from Senator Robert Casey (Pennsylvania) entitled the "Well-Rounded Education Fund Amendment" that creates a grant program at the U.S. Department of Education to provide states "well-rounded education grants". The States in turn would allocate the grants to Local Education Agencies (LEAs) through a competitive sub grant process. The amendment encourages partnerships with non-profit organizations, institutions of higher education, or other state education agencies to support the arts, history, civics and social studies, economics, environmental education, financial literacy, foreign languages, geography, health education, and physical education.

The new well rounded education grant program is targeted at low-income, high-need districts, which include students with disabilities and English learners. The LEAs must identify in their application the academic subject areas for which they are seeking funds. Programs in the arts would be competing for funding with the other subject areas, and so there would be no guaranteed of a federal funding stream.

An additional hearing on the bill is scheduled for November 8, 2011. The hearing is the result of an agreement reached between Chairman Harkin and Senator Ron Paul, who challenged the committee process and threatened to hold-up the bill.  Chairman Harkin has stated that he intends to bring the ESEA bill to the Senate floor before Thanksgiving, with the intent that a final bill could be worked out with the U.S. House by the end of the year. The House has been working on a number of separate bills to reauthorize ESEA rather than a complete bill.

More information about the Senate bill is available. 
Legislation To Keep Teachers Working on Hold:  Senators filibustered S.1723 on October 21, 2011 preventing consideration of a pared-back version of S.1660, The American Jobs Act.

S.1723, entitled "The Teachers and First Responders Back to Work Act of 2011" (Menendez), would provide States with $30 billion in relief to support almost 400,000 educator jobs nationwide next year and also provide $5 billion to support the hiring and retention of public safety and first responder personnel.  S. 1723 is paid for through a surtax on those Americans making over $1 million per year.

More information is available.

Schools of Promised Announced
The Ohio Department of Education announced on October 19, 2011 the 122 schools designated this year as "Schools of Promise" based on the results of the 2010-11 Local Report Card.  This is the 10th year of this program, which recognizes schools that meet high standards for student achievement (for all subgroups of students), attendance, and graduation, yet enroll 40 percent or more of students from low income families that qualify for free and reduced-price lunches.

Several school districts, including the Cleveland Metropolitan School District, Columbus City Schools, Steubenville City Schools, Claymont City Schools, Piqua City Schools, and Gallia County Local Schools, had three schools that met the standards to be named Schools of Promise.

More information about the Schools of Promise is available.
Governor signs executive order to establish the Early Education and Development Innovation Committee
On October 14th, Gov. John R. Kasich signed an Executive Order establishing the Early Education and Development Innovation Committee to advise the governor on methods to improve statewide kindergarten readiness. The Committee will consist of five members appointed by the governor, two from the business community, one from the philanthropic community, one from the research community and one from the children’s health care community.

The executive order is effective immediately and also establishes the position of Early Education and Development Officer, who will work with the governor, the Governor’s Office of 21st Century Education to define and implement a kindergarten readiness assessment process as well as break down barriers between agencies and programs relating to early childhood education.
Executive Order 2011-11K can be viewed HERE and highlights include:
· Commitment to aligning and coordinating efforts across the continuum, from birth to graduation, through the Governor's Office of 21st Century Education 
· Creation of the position of Early Education and Development Officer to elevate the importance of the education of young children in the state and seek to improve kindergarten readiness in Ohio. 
· The Officer, through the Governor's Office of 21st Century Education, shall; 
1) define and measure kindergarten readiness, 
2)break down silos that exist between agencies and programs, and 
3) improve system performance.  
· Establishment of the Early Education and Development Innovation Committee to advise the Governor's Officer, the Officer, and the Office of 21st Century Education. 
Contact the Ohio Association for the Education of Young Children for more information: Ohio AEYC exedirector@oaeyc.org 
Ohio Submits Early Learning Challenge Proposal  Governor Kasich and Superintendent Stan Heffner submitted on October 19, 2011 a proposal to the U.S. Department of Education for a "Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge" grant (RTT-ELC). The proposal was developed in partnership with the Governor's Office, the Ohio Department of Education, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services, the Ohio Department of Health, the Ohio Department of Mental Health, the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities, the Head Start State Collaboration Office, the Early Childhood Advisory Committee, and The Ohio Business Roundtable.

According to the proposal, "Nearly 75 percent of high-needs children in Ohio enter school without the skills they need to succeed in kindergarten."  By fourth grade only 22 percent of economically disadvantaged students were proficient in math, and only 15 percent were proficient in reading. (2009 National Assessment of Educational Progress.)

The request is for $70 million to do the following by 2015: *Increase access to high-quality experiences for more than 37,000 high-needs children 

· License family child care providers who receive public funding 

· Require participation in the State's TQRIS (Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System) called "Step Up to Quality", for all licensed, publicly funded programs 

· Test incentives for high quality programs to serve more high-needs children 

· Test incentives for parents of high-needs children to choose high-quality programs

Increase the number of highly rated programs available to high-needs children by nearly 1,300 

· Continue the tiered reimbursement system that pays for performance 

· Create and deliver training on new comprehensive content and program quality standards 

· Provide scholarships to early childhood professionals to support course work that will lead to the attainment of a degree

Improve results on Ohio's current kindergarten readiness assessment (literacy) for high needs children by 5 percent; Include kindergarten entry assessment results on the local school report cards; include information on child outcomes in TQRIS consumer information. 

· Join forces with the State of Maryland to develop comprehensive Pre-K and K entry assessments. 

· Use a common, comprehensive Pre-K assessment in all rated programs 

· Track outcomes of all children in publicly funded early education and development programs through the use of SSID

Ohio's Early Education and Development Officer will oversee the plan and provide comprehensive reporting. Governor Kasich issued an executive order on October 14, 2011 establishing the Early Education and Development Innovation Committee to offer advice on ways to improve kindergarten readiness and creating the position of Early Education and Development Officer, who will work with the governor and his Office of 21st Century Education on a kindergarten readiness assessment process.

The Early Childhood Development Officer will work with state agencies to 

· define and measure kindergarten readiness, and develop and implement a comprehensive kindergarten readiness assessment process that determines the extent to which children entering school are ready for kindergarten.  The results will be reported publicly and used as the basis for early childhood system improvements. 

· break-down silos that exist between agencies and programs to ensure that all government support to high-need children is coordinated, streamlined, and effective. 

· improve system performance

The executive order is available.

In addition to Ohio, 34 states and the District of Columbia are submitting applications to compete for the $500 million Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge program.  Applicants will be eligible for early-learning awards worth between $50 million and $100 million.

Ohio's application is available. The application is an excellent resource for those interested in understanding the current status of early education programs, funding for programs, number of children enrolled, etc.
Important Notes from the October Meeting of the Ohio Board of Education
The State Board of Education (SBE), Debbie Cain President, met on October 11-12, 2010 at the Ohio 
School for the Deaf, 500 Morse Road, Columbus, OH.

The SBE opened their October meeting by welcoming new Board member Roger McCauley. Board Vice-President Ann Women Benjamin administered the oath of office.  Mr. McCauley was appointed by Governor Strickland to replace Tracey Smith, who resigned from the Board in July 2010. He resides in Glouster, and has worked as an advocate for low-income families and children in Ohio.

The Executive Committee, chaired by President Cain, met and discussed new Board member orientation, which will be conducted in January 2011.  The nineteen member SBE might have as many as eight new Board members as a result of the November 2010 election and new appointments by Governor Strickland. The terms of the following Board members end December 31, 2010:

Elected Board Members:  Debbie Cain, Sam Schloemer, John Bender, Susan Haverkos, and Tammy O'Brien

Appointed Board Members:  Ann Womer Benjamin, Stephen Millett, and Juanita Sanchez.

The terms of the following SBE members will continue through December 31, 2012:  Rob Hovis, Ann Jacobs, Danny Greene, Jeff Hardin, Kristen McKinley, Dennis Reardon, Mike Collins, Mary Rose Oakar, Martha Harris, Kathy Leavenworth, and Roger McCauley.

The Executive Committee also discussed their plans to attend the Ohio School Boards Association Capital Conference on November 8 and 9, 2010.  The SBE will hold their monthly meeting at the conference, which is held at the Columbus Convention Center. According to the schedule (which might change) the Board's meetings will be held in the morning on both days.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Achievement Committee:  The Achievement Committee, chaired by Mike Collins and Tammy O'Brien, discussed two items: the development of Model Curricula in math, English language arts, social studies, and science, and violations of testing procedures.

The SBE adopted revised content standards in June 2010, and is now working to develop the model curricula.  The SBE is required by law to adopt model curricula by March 2011.  The committee received an update on the process and timeline that is being used to develop the model curricula.

The committee also received information about the testing industry's standards and procedures for reviewing student exams to determine if all testing procedures have been followed.  Recently the scoring company that the ODE uses to grade the state assessments identified some instances in which testing protocols might have been violated in some schools.  The Committee agreed to move to the full Board for approval resolutions #5,6, and 7 (on the Board's agenda) regarding these alleged violations.

Capacity Committee:  The Capacity Committee, chaired by Rob Hovis and Kristen McKinley, approved a resolution of intent to rescind and adopt Rule 3301-24-03, Educator Preparation Programs; received an update on the Teacher Evaluation System Guidelines; and received an update on the Transition Resident Educator Program and Development of the Ohio Resident Educator Program.

The committee also received an interim report, "Diversity Strategies for Successful Schools -- Recommendations" from the Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnicity at The Ohio State University. The SBE obtained a grant from the Martha Holden Jennings Foundation to revise its 1980 Equal Educational Opportunity Policy in response to U.S. Supreme Court decisions regarding the public school systems in Seattle and Louisville in 2006.  The Board received a draft of the policy recommendations in July, provided feedback, and the Kirwan Institute revised those recommendations, which are presented in the interim report.

The Capacity Committee will consider approval of these recommendations at its November 2010 meeting, and the full Board will receive a presentation about them in December.  The SBE expects to 
adopt an "intent resolution" in January, 2011, and a final resolution in February 2011.

The following recommendations were included in the draft interim report.  According to the report, these recommendations "...align with the state constitution's mandate to provide a 'thorough and efficient' school system, reasonable, predicated upon quality research, and compliant with law.  Thus, the following recommendations are valid, constitutional, and defensibly in the best interest of Ohio school children."

· Reaffirm the commitment to promoting diversity and reducing racial isolation. 

· Continue the policy of obligating districts with substantial variation to take reasonable actions to reduce it as are consistent with federal law. 

· Support and encourage voluntary student assignment policies that promote diversity. 

· Require districts to assess the diversity impact of a new school site or school closing. 

· Continue the policy commitment to equal employment opportunities and staff diversity. 

· Support and expand diversity training for teachers and administrators. 

· Limit the application of Zero Tolerance policies to serious offenses only and support effective intervention measures that reduce push-out programs. 

· Expand and replicate successful magnet school programs. 

· Maintain rigorous standards of achievement while focusing on students needs. 

· Replicate successful comprehensive counseling programs to support diversity. 

· Encourage community involvement/relations.

Communications Task Force:  The Communications Task Force, chaired by Michael Collins, reported that they have been working with ODE staff to review information regarding the communication strategies used by the ODE and the SBE, including communications from Board leadership and other Board members; communications of Board members with senior ODE staff; and Board communications with the public. The Board will receive a draft of this report in November; discuss the report in December; and approve its recommendations in January 2011.

SBE FY12-13 BUDGET AND POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

Following the lunch break the Board received a presentation led by Dennis Reardon, chair of the SBE's Budget Subcommittee; Superintendent of Public Instruction, Deborah Delisle; and Kelly 
Weir, director of the ODE's Office of Budget and Planning, regarding the Superintendent's FY12-13 proposed budget.

The State Board of Education is required by statute (ORC 3301.07) to recommend a biennial education budget that reflects the status, needs, and major problems of the public schools in the state to the governor and General Assembly. The Superintendent of Public Instruction, Deb Delisle, submitted a proposed budget to the SBE in July 2010, and included increases of 4.5 percent in FY12 ($333.2 million) and 3.4 percent increases in FY13 ($262.6 million), and also recommended several changes regarding the Evidence-Based Model. Although the School Funding Advisory Council is also developing recommendations regarding the Evidence-Based Model (EBM), the proposed ODE education budget does not necessarily reflect the ideas being considered by the Council.

The SBE Budget Subcommittee, chaired by Dennis Reardon, met several times over the summer to review the proposed budget, and proposed a flat-plus budget of $7,626,691,584, with a 2.4 percent increase in FY12 ($179.5 million) and $7,785,534,493 in FY13, which is a 2.1 percent increase ($158.8 million). The proposed budget is based on General Revenue Funds and lottery profits, minus the tax relief line items, which are included in the Department of Taxation's budget.

However, Mr. Reardon also stated his intent to amend the proposed budget during the Board's business meeting on October 12, 2010.  The amendment would change the recommendation regarding Educational Service Center funds for gifted education.  The proposal would allocate funds from the funding that Educational Service Centers receive to support services for gifted children ($8.1 million in both fiscal years), and make some funds available to identify gifted students in community schools and joint vocational school districts, upon request.  The recommendation would not include a mandate that students in community schools be identified as gifted, or served. Funds from the same source would also be used to support ODE staffing for gifted education.

There was a lengthy discussion about this proposed amendment, and several other ideas were offered. During the discussion Board members learned that 280,000 students in Ohio have been identified as "gifted", but approximately 55,000 students (unduplicated) are being served.

In addition to the Flat-Plus budget, the ODE Office of Budget and Planning also prepared and will submit a budget based on the parameters established by the state's Office of Budget and Management, executive director J. Pari Sabety.  Those parameters were issued for FY12 & 13 in July, and require Ohio agencies to prepare and submit a flat budget at FY11 levels in both years, and a ninety percent budget based on FY11 in both years.

OVERVIEW OF ODE FLAT-PLUS BUDGET

The proposed Flat-Plus Budget is based on revised average daily attendance numbers (ADM); revised percentages for the number of students in poverty and the number of students with Limited English Proficiency, based on the latest Local Report Card data; and the latest property valuations.  This is the first year in recent history in which school districts are experiencing decreases in property values, which can mean in some cases, increases in state aid for some school districts. The following is a summary of the proposed flat budget:

Funding Components for Traditional Public Schools in the Flat-Plus Budget:

· Phase-in to 100 percent some of the components of the Evidence-based Model, with the exception that non-instructional components will be phased-in according to the HB1 phase-in schedule, which is generally at 40 percent in FY12. Some non-instructional components, such as school guidance counselors, school wellness coordinators, district heath care professionals, and non-instructional aides, were not phased-in at 40 percent in HB 1, but are recommended to be phased-in in this budget proposal. 

· Phase-in gifted intervention specialists and professional development for gifted intervention specialists based on the HB 1 schedule at 40 percent. Fund other gifted education components at 100 percent. 

· Fund transitional aid guarantees at 90 percent of the prior year. 

· Fund the gain cap at 0.75 percent increase over the prior year. 

· Fund poverty and Limited English Proficient guarantees at 90 percent of FY11.

Funding for Community Schools in the Flat Plus Budget:

· Provide a 1.5 percent increase (inflationary) over FY11 per pupil amounts in HB1 for each fiscal year. 

· Fund transition aid guarantee at 90 percent of prior year on a per pupil basis. 

· Fund a gain cap at 0.75 percent increase over prior year on a per pupil basis.

Joint Vocational School Districts:  Provide JVSD with a .75 percent increase over the prior year.

Special Education:  Provide a .75 percent increase per year for Special Education funding components, such as special education transportation; home instruction; parent mentors; preschool special education units; school psychologist intern services.

Non-public school components: Provide a .75 percent increase for components, including nonpublic auxiliary services; nonpublic postsecondary enrollment; and nonpublic administrative reimbursement.

Institutional Career-Technical Education: Provide a .75 percent increase per year.

Educational Services Centers: Updates the ADM for Educational Service Centers, and provides a 99 percent guarantee of prior year funding in FY12, and 98 percent of prior year funding in FY13.

EdChoice Scholarships: Reflects updated participation in the scholarship for FY11.

Student Assessments: Recommends continuing to not administer the social studies and writing assessments for pre-high school grades, and reduces research funding. Assessment has undergone a 25 percent cut over the past years.

GED Testing:  Recommends that limits be placed on fee waivers, such as allowing only one per year for an individual, or one waiver over the student's lifetime.

Innovative Targeted Program Funding: Increases funding for these programs which support student who are experiencing challenges and are under-represented in higher education.

School Funding Health Care Board:  Re-institutes funding for the School Health Care Board until legislative changes can be made.


SBE MEETING ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2010

The State Board of Education convened its business meeting on Tuesday, October 12, 2010. The SBE received reports from the Early Childhood Subcommittee and the Advocacy and Outreach Subcommittee,

The Advocacy and Outreach Committee:  The Advocacy and Outreach Committee, chaired by John Bender, approved changes to the State Board of Education's Federal Platform for 2011 and discussed HB 316 (Slesnick) Comprehensive Sexual Health Education, but did not make a recommendation.

The Early Childhood Education Subcommittee:  The Early Childhood Education Committee, chaired by Steve Millett for Kathleen Leavenworth, received a report on the history of early childhood education programs and initiatives supported by the ODE from Jane Wiechel, Associate Superintendent, Center for Students, Families, and Communities.

There was also a discussion about the research on the impact of early learning programs on brain development. According to the information presented, even though research is supporting the need for more quality education programs for young children, Ohio is serving fewer children than in the past, and efforts to serve young children are available through a variety of uncoordinated programs administered by many organizations. More effort needs to be made to integrate services so that more children can be served effectively and efficiently with the limited funds that are available.

The Board then met in executive session. Following the executive session the Board received the report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, Superintendent Delisle.  The report included an update on the activities of the ODE regarding the Race to the Top grant; Ed Jobs funding; the Ohio Teacher Incentive Grant ($52.7 million); Schools of Promise; and an award for Ohio's Credit Flexibility initiative.

Colleen Grady, Barbara Bodart, Amy Bain, and Peggy Clifford addressed the Board during public participation on agenda items, and expressed opposition to the proposal in the SBE's budget recommendations to deduct funds from ESCs for the identification of gifted students attending community schools and joint vocational school districts, and also the proposal to use funds currently being used to provide services to gifted students through the ESCs to support gifted staff at the ODE.

Colleen Grady, a member of the Ohio Coalition for Quality Education, suggested that such an important policy decision should be thoroughly discussed by the Board before action was taken. The discussion should include how the state's funding system can provide students in community schools and traditional schools with access to the same educational opportunities.  All students should have access to opportunities, but not "at the expense" of students in poor and rural districts, who could lose services for gifted education through the ESCs as a result of this proposal.

Barbara Bodart, a gifted coordinator at the Licking County ESC, explained how services for gifted students had already been reduced since 2009.  Currently there are 300 gifted coordinators providing services to students in 350 school districts through the 56 ESCs.  If funding for gifted services through ESCs is reduced, some services will also be lost. In addition, Ms. Bodart suggested that students attending joint vocational high schools have probably already gone through the gifted identification process when they were in elementary school.

Amy Bain, a gifted coordinator for the Clermont County ESC, and Peggy Clifford, of the Fairfield County ESC, also stated that ESCs provide gifted services to school districts in small and rural school districts, and that reducing funding for ESCs would diminish their mission to serve children.

Following public participation the Board took action on ten personnel items and other resolutions included in the report and recommendations of the Superintendent of Public Instruction.

Board members approved an amended resolution regarding the FY12-13 state budget recommendations for gifted education offered by Board member Dennis Reardon.  The amendment states that the SBE has determined to use funds in FY12 and in FY13 from the line item "Additional Gifted Funding" to "...allow ODE to provide technical assistance and oversight of gifted education programs and gifted education spending and to allow for students in joint vocational school districts and community schools to be screened for giftedness." This line item includes $8.1 million in both fiscal years for ESCs to support gifted education.

The resolutions also states that up to $500,000 in each fiscal year may be used upon request to screen community school students for giftedness.  Students who are from other states, but are now attending joint vocational school districts in Ohio, can be screened for giftedness through their home school districts. The amendment also stipulates that $500,000 be added to the overall "request" each fiscal year to allow the ODE to provide technical assistance and oversight of gifted education programs and gifted education spending. The additional $500,000 in each fiscal year raises the total budget request to $8.12 billion in FY12 and $8.285 billion in FY13.

The Board then considered old business and new business, and adjourned. The next SBE meeting will be held on November 8 & 9, 2010.

The following are the resolutions considered by the SBE at the October meeting:

#2)  Approved a resolution of intent to adopt Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) Rules 3301-24-18, 3301-24-19, 3301-24-20, 3301-24-21, and 3301-24-22 regarding resident and alternative resident educator licenses.

#3) Approved a resolution of intent to consider confirmation of the Department's findings for revocation of the approval of Ashe Culture Center to sponsor Community Schools.

#4) Approved a resolution of intent to approve the proposed plan by Adams County/Ohio Valley Local School Districts and Manchester Local School District to create a new joint vocational school district in Adams County.

#5) Approved a resolution of intent to consider whether an assessment security violation of Section 3319.151 of the Revised Code, Rule 3301-7-01 of the Administrative Code, an ethical testing practice, 
Rule 3301-13-05 or the Administrative Code, the school's security procedures, or other relevant provisions occurred during the Spring 2010 Administration of the Ohio Achievement Assessment at the Cincinnati Preparatory Academy and what, if any, action should be taken including whether student test scores should be invalidated.

#6) Approved a resolution of intent to consider whether an assessment security violation of Section 3319.151 of the Revised Code, Rule 3301-7-01 of the Administrative Code, an ethical testing practice, 
Rule 3301-13-05 or the Administrative Code, the school's security procedures, or other relevant provisions occurred during the Spring 2010 Administration of the Ohio Achievement Assessment at the Maple Leaf Intermediate School, and what, if any, action should be taken including whether student test scores should be invalidated.

#7) Approved a resolution of intent to consider whether an assessment security violation of Section 3319.151 of the Revised Code, Rule 3301-7-01 of the Administrative Code, an ethical testing practice, Rule 3301-13-05 or the Administrative Code, the school's security procedures, or other relevant provisions occurred during the Spring 2010 Administration of the Ohio Achievement Assessment at the Marcus Garvey School, and what, if any, action should be taken including whether student test scores should be invalidated.

#17) Approved a resolution to amend OAC Rule 3301-15-02, entitled provisions for granting exemptions from the state statutory provisions and rules.

#18)  Approved a resolution to amend OAC Rule 3301-24-05 entitled licensure.

#19) Approved a resolution to amend OAC 3301-53-01 entitled Minimum Standards for Chartering County Board of Developmental Disabilities Special Education Programs; Rule 3301-53-03 entitled Rule for Excess Cost Charges for County Boards of Developmental Disabilities Special Education Programs; and Rule 3301-55-01 entitled Minimum Standards for Chartering Special Education Program in State Developmental Centers and Hospitals of the Department of Developmental Disabilities and the Department of Mental Health.

#20)  Approved a resolution to adopt Rules 3301-102-03 and 3301-102-04 regarding community school sponsorship.

#21)  Approved a resolution to decline confirmation of the Carrollton Exempted Village School District Board of Education's determination that it is impractical to transport students to St. James School, a chartered nonpublic school in Portage County.

#22) Approved a resolution to confirm the Lake Local School District's Board of Education's determination of impractical to transport certain students attending the St. Joseph School, a chartered non-public school, Portage County.

#23)  Approved a resolution to adopt Ohio Standards for School Treasurers and School Business Managers.

#24)  Approved an amended resolution regarding the State Board of Education's 2012-2013 Biennial Budget request to the Governor and members of the General Assembly.

#25)  Approved a resolution to adopt the Federal Legislative Platform for 2011.

#26)  Approved a resolution noting the death of Franklin B. Walter, who served as State Superintendent for Public Instruction from 1977-1991.

#27)  Moved that the SBE appeal a recent decision by the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas in the case of Carter v. State Board of Education of Ohio, case number 10-CV-10-007004
Decisions on Tax Exemptions for Community Schools
The Ohio Supreme Court issued a decision on October 12, 2010 in the case Anderson/Maltbie Partnership v. Levin. The 7-0 decision held that the tax exemption law for a "public schoolhouse" (Ohio Revised Code R.C. Sec. 5709.07(A)(1)) does not apply to property that is leased for a profit, even if the property is leased to a public school.  The decision reverses a ruling by the State Board of Tax Appeals.

The case involves the Cincinnati College Preparatory Academy, which leased property from a company, Anderson/Maltbie Partnership. That company sought a tax exemption, because it leased the property to a school, and the school was making the property tax payments. The justices decided that even though the property was used as a school, the lessor was not participating in this business transaction "without any view to profit" and therefore the tax exemption was not applicable. The opinion is available here and here.
State Education Systems Rated for Fairness
The Education Law Center, based in Newark, New Jersey, released on October 12, 2010 a report entitled "Is School Funding Fair:  A National Report Card" by Bruce Baker of Rutgers University Graduate School of Education; David G. Sciarra, Executive Director of the Education Law Center (ELC) in New Jersey; and Danielle Farrie, ELC Research Director.

The purpose of the report is to promote a national discussion about the condition and fairness of state school funding systems using comparative data, and determine what needs to be done to improve, strengthen, and sustain fair funding.  Fairness is defined as "a state finance system that ensures equal educational opportunity by providing a sufficient level of funding distributed to districts within the state to account for additional needs generated by student poverty."

According to the report two features influence education cost and funding: decentralization and concentrated student poverty. The authors analyzed the school funding systems of the 50 states using four "fairness measures", which they developed, and used a statistical analysis to grade or rate a state in the four areas.  The fairness measures include funding level; funding distribution relative to student poverty; state fiscal effort; and public school coverage.  The evaluations of the state funding systems are comparative, so that a score means that the state's system might be better or worse compared to other states in the nation, but even states with higher scores can improve.

The following are some of the findings of the report:

Funding Level: The adjusted national average funding level is $10,132 per pupil (in 2006 - 2007), with 18 states above and 32 below the average. The state with the highest funding level - Wyoming, at 
$16,947 per pupil - provides about two-and-a-half times the funding provided by the state with the lowest funding (Tennessee, at $6,839). Adjusted funding means that each state's revenue level is adjusted to reflect differences in regional wages, poverty, economies of scale,and population density to recognize the variety of interstate differences.

Funding Distribution:  Only 14 states have progressive funding systems, providing greater funding to high-poverty districts than to low-poverty districts. The most progressive funding systems are in Utah, New Jersey, and Minnesota.

Funding Effort: Delaware, South Dakota, Louisiana, and Tennessee are the states with the lowest effort (.024 to .028). Maine, New Jersey, and Vermont represent the states that allocate the greatest share of economic activity to education (.048 to .063). The effort index does not appear to be related to the overall wealth of the state. For example, Delaware has the largest per capita GDP in the nation ($58,071) and ranks as the state with the lowest effort made toward education (.024). But Connecticut and Massachusetts, also states with very large per capita GDPs, have average effort indices. Louisiana has a relatively low per capita GDP, and also makes very low effort.

Coverage:  This measure considers the share of school-aged children attending the state's public schools and the median household income of those children.  Coverage rates vary significantly among the states, from a low of 78 percent in Washington, D.C., to 94 percentin Wyoming. In addition, the median household income of public and private school students varies widely. Washington, D.C., also has the highest income ratio (3.57), with a median household income of $185,933 for private school students to $52,106 for public school students.

Overall Observations:  Six states are positioned relatively well on all four measures, receiving Cs or higher on Effort and Funding Distribution and a rank in the top half in Funding Level and Coverage. These states are Connecticut, Iowa, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Vermont, and Wyoming.

"Four states receive below-average ratings on each of the four indicators: Illinois, Louisiana, Missouri, and North Carolina. These are low-effort, regressive states receiving Ds or Fs on both indicators, and ranking below average in terms of the overall level of funding providedand Coverage."

Ohio's Evaluation:  Ohio received an A for Funding Distribution; a B for Effort; a rank of 17 for Funding Level; and a rank of 36 for Coverage.

The Education Law Center (ELC) was founded in 1973 and advocates on behalf of public school children for access to an equal and adequate education under state and federal laws. The ELC's work includes implementation of the programs and reforms ordered in the Abbott v. Burke school funding case in New Jersey.

The report and more information are available.

Bills Introduced
SB308 (Schuring) Dyslexia:  Authorizes educational service centers to provide teacher professional development on dyslexia.

SB239 (Sawyer) State Board of Education Districts:  Establishes state board of education districts based on the 2011 plan of apportionment.

Choosing the Wrong Drivers for Education Reform
Michael Fullan has released a paper for the Centre for Strategic Education Seminar Series entitled "Choosing the Wrong Drivers for Whole System Reform" (April 2011). The paper examines education policies and strategic levers, and compares those that have the best change of driving successful reform to achieve the "moral imperative of raising the bar (for all students) and closing the gap (for lower performing groups) relative to higher order skills and competencies required to be successful world citizens" with those that do not.

Successful drivers of education reform, as defined by the author, foster intrinsic motivation of teachers and students; engage educators and students in continuous improvement of instruction and learning; inspire collective or team work; and affect all teachers and students - 100 per cent. These drivers are "right" because they change the culture of the school (values, norms, skills, practices, relationships).

By contrast, many current education reform efforts engage drives that "make matters worse."  Four ineffective drivers are 
1) accountability: using test results, and teacher appraisal, to reward or punish teachers and schools vs capacity building; 
2) individual teacher and leadership quality: promoting individual vs group solutions; 
3) technology: investing in and assuming that the wonders of the digital world will carry the day vs instruction; 
4) fragmented strategies vs integrated or systemic strategies.

The author writes that although these four "wrong" drivers have a place in reform, they can never be successful.  These ineffective drivers "....alter structure, procedures and other formal attributes of the system without reaching the internal substance of reform -- and that is why they fail."

For example, instead of focusing on accountability, the focus should be on capacity building; instead of focusing on individual quality, the focus should be on group quality; instead of focusing on technology, the focus should be in instruction; and instead of focusing on fragmented strategies, and focus should be systemic 
changes.

The paper is available.

Events and Resources
Many have told us you need tools for communicating effectively with the families of students from many cultures.  We have a new page on our website devoted to sharing information and tips that may help to understand and be understood.
Please go to http://www.usep-ohio.com/ResourcesPage.html  or click on the following link to go directly to the document.  http://www.usep-ohio.com/documents/One_World_Cultural_Cues_and_Clues.doc    
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 USEP-OHIO PARENT TIP: Trade Halloween Treats
This brief Parent Tip is provided at no cost by United Services for Effective Parenting-Ohio, Inc. as a tool to assist parents, teachers, grandparents and all who help to care for and to raise our children. For more information on this and other tools from USEP-OHIO refer to the conclusion of this Parent Tip.

Halloween or harvest festivals are fun for families and are celebrated in many communities with parties, candy, and treats.  The combined results of community trick-or-treat, school parties and well-meaning family and friends is a pile of candy large enough to make anybody sick and sugar-shocked.  Now that the kids have bagged it, counted it and traded it – try to get it out of their hands and yours! Parents, grandparents, and teachers know the dangers of childhood obesity, so here are a few ideas for trading the candy sitting in the kitchen cabinet for some better options!
What parents and teachers can do:

One Mom I know convinced her child’s teacher to print some recipes for success that created healthy treats for home, activity time at school, and recipes that parents could use for lunch boxes and snacks anytime.  Try these ideas and activities at home and at school.
Talk with the kids about how foods keep us feeling good and fit.  Candy and treats fill us with sugar, have no food value, and make us feel yucky: 
“My brain feels bad” - Mental/emotional changes-Poor concentration, nervousness, feeling sad;

“My body feels bad” - Physical Changes-Low energy, stomach aches, intestinal discomfort, gas;

“I have a bad attitude” - Behavioral Changes - Anger, flaring tempers, argumentative

Offer to trade their treat candy for inexpensive things like – Markers, crayons, art supplies; games or small toys; nickels, dimes and quarters; stickers or stamps; party favors or books.

Create “let’s pretend games” that give kids practice, like these: 

Let’s go out for fast food!  Do you want a soda or shake?  NO!  Low fat milk, juice or water are better.  Will you super size?  NO!  It’s too much for my tummy!

Will we get French fries and other fatty stuff?  NO!  A salad or baked potato is much healthier!
Packing a take-along snack! Will you pack some candy?  NO! Fruits and veggies are better.  Will you pack chips?  NO!  Pretzels, trail-mix, whole-grain crackers, peanut butter and cheese!
Make and taste healthy treats like these:

Super Apples – Cut off top; core like a bowl; stuff-raisins, brown sugar, cinnamon; microwave.
Cinnamon Treats – Toast pita triangles; spread margarine; sprinkle with cinnamon and sugar. 
Yogurt Pops – Cut small hole in top of yogurt lid; push popsicle stick in and freeze overnight.
Banana Bites –Push on popsicle stick; dip in juice or PB+J; roll in granola, nuts or coconut.
Snackin’ Seeds – Wash/dry seeds; toast on oiled cookie sheet at 250-300 1 hr; add salt/seasoning.
Fruity Shakes – Blend 1 cup low fat milk or yogurt, banana or berries, 3-4 ice cubes, and honey. 
We invite you to share this USEP-OHIO publication with other parents, students and professionals at home or work. You have permission to copy Tips as written, send on as email, or print for a newsletter or handout.  Email usepohio@usepohio.com or go to www. usep-ohio.com to add email addresses to our list, to give us feedback about how the information works for you, or for other topics, publications and programs.  Cindy Mckay

- End  of Parent Tip -

More Resources and Events

Join the 2-1-1 Emergency Volunteer Team in Central Ohio
The 2-1-1 Emergency Volunteer Team answers calls to HandsOn Central Ohio’s 2-1-1 call center in the event of a disaster. During an emergency, citizens of Franklin County are instructed to call 2-1-1 for information; this team will work to supplement our regular 2-1-1 staff and handle the increased call volume.Interested in more? HandsOn Central Ohio also offers bi-monthly disaster preparedness trainings so that community members can stay as prepared as possible.
To join one of our volunteer teams, visit: handsoncentralohio.org/vol​unteer. Search Volunteer Reception Center Team or 2-1-1 Emergency Volunteer Team. Or, for more information, call contact Shellie Bensman, disaster preparedness coordinator, at 614-221-6766 or sbensman@handsoncentralohio.org.
More Volunteer opportunities - Interested in being a foster grandparent? As a volunteer in the Foster Grandparent Program you'll receive a stipend, insurance benefits, and, best of all, the satisfaction of helping shape tomorrow's youth. You may volunteer 15 to 40 hours per week-it's up to you. There are no education or experience requirements, and you can choose to work with children from infancy through elementary school. For more information, contact Shryiell Owens, (614) 221-6766 ext 157 or  email sowens@handsoncentralohio.org  or look for the foster grandparent program in your area.
How Will You Make a Difference this Saturday?
Join HandsOn Central Ohio this Saturday for Make-A-Difference Day, the largest day of volunteering in the country.  Get involved! Go to www.handsoncentralohio.org/volunteer and click on the project calendar. We look forward to serving with you.  Make Your Mark Week: One Week to Change the World
Kids and Teens: You are part of the Service Generation. You are energetic, compassionate, and have the power to make a big mark on the world. During the third week in October, you're on.
Do a small act or grab other teens and do something big in one of our issue areas (Animals, The Environment, Homelessness, Hunger and Literacy). generationOn will give you ideas to get you going and resources to make your project a success. By doing your own thing, you are joining the global youth service movement and making your mark on the world.

To find out how it works and how to get ready, visit the generationOn website, Make Your Mark Week.

Conflict Resolution Education:

Free Classes available from Community Mediation Services in Central Ohio.   Contact Joe Ridder at 614 228 7191.
 

Certificate Program in Conflict Management and Peace Studies Core Courses can be applied towards the Social and Behavioral Science degree requirements for any degree.  Introduction to Peace and Conflict Studies  (East, West, and Metro Campus)  Conflict Management Skills Class (East and West Campus),  Implementing Peace Studies and Conflict Management Theories and Practices with Service Learning (Independent Study) Call 216-987-3075 to register at CCC.  
 Sustained Dialogue Campus Network - Student-run and Student-lead at East/West and Metro Campus
Interested in helping to help the college create a safe and supportive learning environment for all students?  Interested in learning important conflict management skills transferable to all disciplines?  Find out more http://www.tri-c.edu/enrichment/communityservices/GRIC/Pages/SustainedDialogue.aspx
Exhibit - Photographic Images: A Local to Global Perspective, Critical issues affecting our planet and its people, West Campus and East Campus Library.  Global Issues Resource Center and students involved in the Tri-C Conflict Management and Peace Studies  certificate program share their peacebuilding experiences at a local to global level in Asia, Africa, the Americas, and the Middle East.

Contact: Jennifer Batton, M.A. Director, Global Issues Resource Center and Library, Cuyahoga Community College
Jennifer.Batton@tri-c.edu
Guide Released for Engaging Adolescents in Arts Education:  The National Guild for Community Arts Education, with support from the NAMM Foundation, released a guide entitled "Engaging Adolescents: Building Youth Participation in the Arts".  The guide was informed by a panel that included experts on youth development and the arts, and describes how to increase teen participation in the arts by infusing youth development practices into out-of-school time arts education programs; how to increase the effectiveness of existing programs; and how to develop new programs to engage adolescents.

The guide includes national models that address the developmental needs of adolescents, and practical advice for developing and sustaining arts programs that not only foster artistic skill development, but help teens build life skills, self-efficacy, and a sense of belonging.  It also includes references and web links to literature and other resources useful to arts education organizations seeking to connect with teens.

 For more information please visit http://www.nationalguild.org/new/new.htm
See this Website for information on road safety worldwide.  Decade of Action for Road Safety.  From Beijing to Nairobi, to Mexico City to Washington, DC, there were amazing and diverse launches around the globe.  See www.decadeofaction.org for some worldwide photos.  And here in the U.S. states and territories, we had exciting events in 30 cities! Congratulations on a wonderful start to this worldwide recognition! 

Contact: Bella Dinh-Zarr <dinhzarr@dinhzarr.org> 
Webinars available live and banked for later listening – Free.  Go to the Urban Institute website http://www.urban.org/ for access to Chapin Hall video conferences on a host of topics including Parenting, Families, Immigrant issues, Extending Foster Care to Age 21, and a lot more. University of Chicago. November 1st look for Responding to Students Affected by Trauma.  You may electronically attend, or listen later.

Children and youth who experience trauma such as maltreatment are often involved with multiple systems in the public sector, including foster care, education, and juvenile justice. Register for the live webcast 
Education Week – Fall 2011 Issue Building the Digital District . There are numerous topics included charting the way for digital education availability and ways to make it happen in your district.  MoreFree Live Webinars Models of Blended Learning: What Works for Your District Available "on demand" any time 24 hours after the event.  Free registration is now open. Boosting Literacy with Effective Reading Comprehension "on demand" 24 hours after event.  Free registration is now open.  REPORT: Diplomas Count: Beyond High School, Before Baccalaureate Read the full report online, order the complete print or digital edition, and view the livestream of the event where the report findings are announced! As the 2011 graduation season arrives, many high school students are contemplating what pathway they will choose as they enter the next phase of their lives.  The latest edition of Diplomas Count, titled Beyond High School, Before Baccalaureate: Meaningful Alternatives to a Four-Year Degree, explores how understanding the link between learning and a career becomes more critical than ever for high school students preparing to graduate. Diplomas Count reconsiders the "college for all" movement and examines alternative postsecondary options. Plus, this annual benchmarking research report provides nationwide data on graduation rates, finally moving up. Teacher Evaluation New for 2011! Explore the complicated issue of assessing teacher performance and efforts to improve teacher evaluation.  Religion in Schools Take a look at the growing debate about the role of religion in schools, including the teaching of evolution, religion in textbooks, and school choice.
Ohio Association for the Education of Young Children Webcasts/Training presented by Early Care & Education National Experts Click here for all webcasts & registration details!
WEBCASTS DELIVER:FINGER TIP LEARNING:education brought to YOU and YOUR computer 
at YOUR convenience APPROVED PROFESSIONAL CREDIT: ODJFS In-Service, CDA, 
Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities Pending Credit Approval: IACET Education and Social Work CEUs
Click on one of the links below for a 3 minute webcast sample featuring Alice Sterling Honig discussing temperaments in young children. Enhanced View or Compatible View
NAEYC The National Association for the Education of young Children, invites you Join Us for a Free, Online Q&A on Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) 
Join Carol Copple, Sue Bredekamp, and Janet Gonzalez-Mena for an online discussion on developmentally appropriate practice from October 10-14.   Full story >>
ODE Updates: 

Ohio Resident Educator Program Update
Recently, ODE notified Resident Educator (RE) program coordinators that registration for Resident Educators will be open from Sept.1 through Nov.15, 2011. If your program coordinator did not receive an email, please ensure that he/she is assigned the role of "Coordinator-Resident Educator Program" in the Ohio Educational Directory System (OEDS).  

 

To be registered for the RE Program, teachers must hold a resident educator license, alternative resident educator license or a one-year out-of-state license. Please note that any individual who currently holds a valid two-year provisional license, but needs to obtain a four-year Resident Educator license, is eligible for a license fee adjustment.

 

Additionally, new resource documents, including a Principal Orientation PowerPoint, are available on the Resident Educator Web page.  Submit inquiries about the Ohio Resident Educator Program to REProgram@ode.state.oh.us  
  

Check out references for Family and Consumer Sciences information:

www.oatfacs.org  and www.oafcs.org Have you checked out the "Our Ohio" Teacher's Lounge? Our Ohio Teacher's Lounge at http://ourohio.org/
Critical Meetings for Family and Consumer Sciences (FCS) 

Registration for the FCS Regional Meetings can be found in STARS on the ODE website. Please use the keyword search FCS. Cost: free.  CEU's will be provided Registration deadlines: the day before the event.  Walk-ins will be accepted. Room capacity is 100 at most locations  Maps of the event can be found when registering on STARS  Registration begins at 12:30  Meeting 1:00 - 3:00 EXCEPT November 1st meeting registration begins at 1:00 and meeting will be from 1:30 -3:30.  Registration begins at 12:30.  Meeting 1:00 - 3:00 EXCEPT November 1st meeting registration begins at 1:00 and meeting will be from 1:30 -3:30.  Directions for registering for FCS Regional Meeting, or contact Mary Jo Kohl for link to registration directions. maryjo.kohl@ode.state.oh.us or 614.644.6333
Sites and locations: October 25, 2011 Cuyahoga Falls High School, Cuyahago Falls (Akron area); October 26, 2011 Penta County – Perrysburg (Toledo area);  November 1 , 2011 Pickaway Ross registration @1PM – Chillicothe; November 28, 2011 Ashland University - Main Campus Ashland; November 7, 2011 Ohio Hi-Point - Bellefontaine No Cost - (registration begins at 12:30 pm) NEW LOCATION; December 1 Mt. Vernon Nazarene University; Topics - CTE FCS Program Renewal Process; End of Course Assessments; Articulated College Credit for FCS courses; FCCLA Update Please go to the SAFE Account on the ODE Website and register for an account if you have not already done so. All registration options can be found once you click on "Event Search" and only put in keyword search: fcs. Please do not put in a date, location or title of event.
State agencies offer webinar series to combat bullying and improve school climate
ODE has joined several other state agencies to form the Ohio Anti-Harassment, Anti-Intimidation and Anti-Bullying (Anti-HIB) Initiative. They are sponsoring a series of one-hour webinars during the current school year. 
 

School professionals, parents and community-support personnel are encouraged to participate in each session, which will be presented by experts from each sponsoring agency on topics including: policy implementation and supports; cyber safety; legal ramifications; school-wide interventions; teen dating violence prevention; and girl aggression. In addition to ODE, speakers will represent the Attorney General, eTech Ohio, the Ohio Domestic Violence Network and the departments of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services Health, and Mental Health. 

 

Each webinar is open to the first 100 participants, with registration open 30 minutes before each program. In addition, the webinars will be recorded and posted the same day on this Web page for viewing at a later time. Please direct any questions to Jill Jackson at jill.jackson@ode.state.oh.us or (614) 466-9540.

Ohio FCCLA FCCLA is pleased to announce the next chapter in the  Adviser Essentials Webinar Series - Focus on Programs.    The fee per webinar is $25.00 and PDUs will be provided.  
Over the few months, we will be presenting the following webinars in the Focus on Programs series:
· November 2, 2011 - Student Body and Career Connection - 5 PM EST - $25.oo 

· December 7, 2011 - Financial Fitness and Scholarships - 5 PM EST - $25.oo

Ohio FCCLA Adviser Consultants. Do your students want to be involved with FCCLA while in college?  Ohio FCCLA announces Post Secondary FCCLA.  Students in universities and culinary schools may now become post secondary members.  National dues are $15 and state dues are $10.  Please read the attached information.  Ohio will be able to send 3 Post Secondary Culinary Teams, 3 Early Childhood, 3 Teach and Train and 3 Advocacy to National Post Secondary Competition. Postsecondary Section of the national FCCLA website – www.fcclainc.org. For moreinformation, contact starevents@fcclainc.org. Event guidelines will be published in the Pilot.  
Ohio FCCLA announces the Student Leadership Summit will be held at Fort Rapids Water Park on December 2 and 3.  It will take place only the evening of December 2 so that students will not miss school and all day on December 3.

Chapters may select teams of 1 to 4 members to attend.  The number of teams is limited by space.  The application is due November 11.  Teams will be trained in Student Leadership Challenge, service learning and be introduced to new partnerships in the area of childhood obesity- Cooking Together, Cooking Forever and Share Our Strength.  All peer leaders will plan projects in their local schools. Ohio FCCLA received two grants to implement this Student Leadership Summit- Best Buy and Youth Service America.  Some cost will be supplemented by the grants.  The cost will vary from $45 up depending on number of participants per room.   Participants will have option to stay 1 or 2 nights.Please read the attachment for details and application.  If you have any questions, email Paulette, pofarago@aol.com .  The address of the hotel is: Fort Rapids Indoor Waterpark Resort
4560 Hilton Corporate Drive ,Columbus, OH 43232.  For more details and map, go to http://www.fortrapids.com/public/map.cfm.Contact Paulette Farago, State Adviser for more information.  Paulette Farago <paulette.farago@ode.state.oh.us>
Trainings:

HandsOn Central Ohio  in Columbus knows that a strong nonprofit sector is key to a healthy community. We offer a variety of trainings and consultation services to assist nonprofit organizations increase their effectiveness and enhance their capacity to deliver high-quality services. Our trainings address topics of interest to nonprofits at an economical tuition rate that fits nonprofit budgets. For a detailed training description, dates of trainings, fees and to register, visit http://www.handsoncentralohio.org/public/training/trainings.php. 

Eradicate Hiv  Over 3,000 participants, including 30 world leaders, senior officials, representatives of international organizations, religious organizations, civil society and people living with HIV, came together in New York, recently to attend the High level meeting on HIV/AIDS held at the United Nations (UN) Headquarters.
Links for additional information
Political declaration 2011  Security Council resolution on HIV/AIDS
UNAIDS official HLM AIDS summit website  Global plan to eliminate new HIV infections in Children
Refugees, resettlement and how we are dealing with immigrants coming into the US these days.  See this interesting story published recently in a report on human dignity and why the federal budget matters.  Click on the link so see Albert Yousif’s story.
Refugees who are welcomed to the United States are able to rebuild their lives make incredible contributions to our communities. Meet Albert Yousif, a former refugee who owns a cleaning company and employs several other refugees who share his determination to rebuild their lives. Albert is living proof of the American Dream.

www.nawhsl.orgOperation Lifesaver Training - Ohio Operation Lifesaver (OHOL) is a free public service education program dedicated to preventing and reducing fatalities and injuries at highway-rail grade crossings and along railroad rights-of-way. They will educate attendees on highway-rail grade crossing safety and provide vital information about the dangers encountered when people trespass on railroad property.OHOL is part of a national program known as Operation Lifesaver, Inc. (OLI). Both OHOL and OLI are nonprofit organizations.
To register for training, please visit our new volunteer management database, HandsOn Connect.
USEP-OHIO thanks Director Donna Collins ohioartseducation@gmail.com, Ohio Alliance for Arts Education (www.OAAE.net). and Joan Platz for content re advocacy. Contact us at usepohio@usepohio.com .  Visit our website www.USEP-OHIO.com  with questions, comments, Parent Tips for parents, grandparents and teachers and much more! 
 
END October 25, 2011 USEP-OHIO E-Update
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