USEP-OHIO E-update October 12, 2011

Dear Friends of USEP-OHIO, Educators, Advocates, Parents and Professionals,
The Update has been away for the last couple of weeks while we at USEP-OHIO helped with some important meetings and conferences.  We were so proud to have some of our program teachers and students share their projects at the National Association of Women Highway Safety Leaders Conference in Cincinnati and glad to share moments with many of you as you started another school year!  We had lots of Ohio news to catch up on, so we will share many of the new events with you in another E-Update soon.
Included in this E-Update: Reports on the Ohio General Assembly, the Statehouse, information on Redistricting, Apportionment and Referendums, Factsheets from Advocates for Ohio’s Future, USDOE postings on performances of states; Re-Imaging Education PreK-12. From Washington - how Voting Laws are affecting you and millions of others, and a Report on Plans to Revamp Teacher Prep programs.  Look for links to webinars, trainings and many events and resources at the end of this Update.
The news of Education in Ohio is constantly changing.  Stay alert to changes you should know about. 
Cindy McKay, Executive Director, USEP-OHIO, Inc.
Ohio Education News:

The 129th Ohio General Assembly:
Ohio’s Early voting began on 4, 2011 for the November 8, 2011 election.  HB194 (Mecklenborg), which was signed into law on July 1, 2011 and decreased the number of days for early voting, is being challenged through the referendum process, and so its provisions will not affect the November 8, 2011 election. To find information about how to obtain an absentee ballot for the November election, or how to vote early, please check with your county board of election.

Changes in Ohio the Senate: Senate President Tom Niehaus announced last week that he was reorganizing Senate committees. The Senate committees for Civil Justice and Criminal Justice will be combined into the Senate Judiciary Committee.  Senator Mark Wagoner will be chair and Senator Larry Obhof vice chairman. Senator Bill Coley will become the chair of the Senate Government Oversight and Reform Committee, and Senator Jim Hughes has been appointed to the Senate Finance Committee. 

The Buckeye Institute for Public Policy Solutions, The Center for Community Solutions, and the Greater Ohio Policy Center announced on September 26, 2011 that they will be sponsoring a conference entitled “Across the Spectrum: The Future of Ohio and the Path to Prosperity,” on December 8, 2011, at the Columbus Renaissance Hotel. The purpose of the conference is to raise the level of public discourse, explore differences, and find common ground on key substantive policy issues central to the future prosperity of Ohioans. Invited speakers include economist Arthur Laffer, former federal budget director Alice Rivlin, and Professor Walter Russell Mead, who will deliver the dinner keynote address.

More information about the conference is available.

News from the Ohio Statehouse:
The Senate Education Committee, chaired by Senator Lehner, met on Tuesday, October 4, 2011 at 9:30 AM, South Hearing Room.  The Ohio Historical Society made a presentation on its “Ohio as America,” an online fourth grade history textbook. The committee received testimony on HB96 (Celeste/Brenner) Dyslexia, which would specify dyslexia as a specific learning disability and require a pilot project to provide early screening and intervention services for children with dyslexia, and will receive testimony on HB157 (Schuring/Letson) teacher development on dyslexia, which would authorize educational service centers to provide teacher professional development on dyslexia.
Redistricting, Apportionment, and Referendums: Signatures Delivered to Challenge HB194:  Fair Elections Ohio, opponents of HB194 (Mecklenborg, Blessing) Election Law Reform, delivered over 300,000 signatures to the Secretary of State’s office last week to begin the process to seek a referendum to overturn HB194. About 231,000 signatures are needed to place the issue on the November 2012 ballot. Fair Elections Ohio is a coalition led by former Secretary of State Jennifer Brunner. The coalition includes organizations such as the League of Women Voters of Ohio.

HB194 was signed into law on July 1, 2011 and makes a variety of changes in election law regarding the following: poll worker errors; use of social security numbers; documentation of voters; contracts for election services; voter challenge; minimum precinct size; oversight of boards of election; filing requirements for initiative and referendum petitions; primary election in May; prepayment of special election costs; counting ballots; data sharing among state agencies; online voter registration; provisional ballots; voting in the wrong precinct; early voting; election observers; new political parties; and more.

Opponents of HB194 believe that the law will curtail voter rights in the following ways:

· decreasing mail-in voting from 5 to 3 weeks and in person voting from 5 weeks to 2 weeks; 

· eliminates early voting opportunities in the evenings, Saturday afternoons, and Sundays; 

· eliminates party identification from third party candidates on the ballot; 

· requires minimum precinct sizes only in municipalities, which could mean longer lines in urban areas; 

· permits, but does not require, poll workers to tell voters if they are in the wrong precinct; and 

· stops the county boards of Elections from sending absentee ballot applications to all voters, 

HB194 would have become effective on September 30, 2011, but due to the referendum challenge the law has been suspended, and the provisions regarding early voting will not go into effect for the November 8, 2011 election. An LSC analysis of HB194 is available.

Court to Clarify Referendum on HB319: Ohioans for Fair Districts, opponents of HB319 (Huffman) congressional redistricting, announced last week that they will ask the Ohio Supreme Court to determine if the new law can be challenged through the referendum process.  The legislation was signed into law by Governor Kasich on September 26, 2011 and became effective immediately, because an appropriation to defray the cost of redistricting for local boards of elections was added by the Senate. A law that includes an appropriation for current expenses for state government and state institutions is not subject to a referendum.

Opponents of the law believe that the appropriation is not closely related to the intent of the legislation, and that voters should be able to decide the fate of the legislation. If the court rules in favor of Ohioans for Fair Districts, HB319 would be the third law passed by the 129th General Assembly to be challenged by citizens this year.  In November 2011 voters will decide a referendum on SB5 (Jones) Collective Bargaining, and signatures are currently being counted to place a referendum on HB194 (Mecklenborg, Blessing) Election Reform on November 2012 ballot.

Apportionment Board Approves House/Senate Districts:  The Ohio Apportionment Board, chaired by Governor Kasich, approved on Friday, September 30, 2011 maps designating House and Senate districts for the Ohio General Assembly by a vote of 4 to 0.  Representative Armond Budish, the sole Democrat on the Apportionment Board, was observing Rosh Hashanah and did not attend the meeting, but had voted against the district maps earlier in the week. The Board had actually approved the new House and Senate district maps on September 28, 2011, but reconvened on Friday to amend the maps to rearrange House districts to make the 21st Senate District a majority-minority Senate seat rather than the 25th Senate District.

News from the ODE:
Ohio Digital Learning Task Force to Meet:  The Ohio Digital Learning Task Force met on Wednesday, October 5, 2011 at 3:30-5:00 PM in Conference Room D at the State Library of Ohio, 274 East First Avenue, Columbus.  Dr. Robert Sommers, Director, Governor’s Office of 21st Century Education will open the meeting. The task force was created in HB153 (Amstutz) the biennial budget, and is charged with developing strategies to expand digital learning in order to customize student learning and save costs. The task force will investigate the cost, feasibility, and educational benefits of using digital textbooks and other new digital content distribution methods; examine the ability to individualize content for specific students through digital technology to address learning styles, and meet the needs of individuals with disabilities; conduct formative and other online assessments; evaluate digital content pilot programs and initiatives; and examine state-level initiatives to provide or facilitate the use of digital content in Ohio schools. The task force is required to submit a report of its recommendations to the General Assembly by March 1, 2012.
ODE Accepting Applications to Sponsor Community Schools:  The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) announced on September 28, 2011 that it would accept applications starting September 29, 2011 for state-sponsored community schools in accordance with new charter school provisions in HB153 (Amstutz), the FY12-13 budget bill.  The law requires the ODE to sponsor up to 20 charters, including 15 schools with existing contracts set to expire, and five start-up schools. ODE has created the Office of School Sponsorship to administer the program. Currently 71 organizations including school districts, nonprofits, and colleges sponsor 356 community schools in Ohio. Applications can be submitted three ways: personal delivery between 8-9:30 AM in the department lobby at 25 S. Front St.; by U.S. mail to the Ohio Department of Education, Office of School Sponsorship, 25 S. Front St., Columbus 43215; and by email to both schoolsponsorship@ode.state.oh.us and mark.michael@ode.state.oh.us.

Fact Sheets Available from Advocates for Ohio’s Future:
Advocates for Ohio’s Future (AOF) has developed a series of fact sheets about federally funded programs in twenty of Ohio’s counties. The fact sheets, developed by the Center for Community Solutions, provide information about the status of Ohioans in the areas of health and human services, hunger, employment, social security, and more. According to AOF the fact sheets show the following:

· The number of Food Stamp recipients in Ohio has skyrocketed 58 percent since 2007 

· Over 2 million Ohioans are now depend on Medicaid 

· 23 percent of Lucas County residents receive Medicaid benefits 

· The number of Medicaid beneficiaries in Warren County has jumped 51 percent since 2007 

· The number of Food Stamp recipients in Medina County has shot up 110 percent since 2007 

The fact sheets are organized by county and by Congressional district are available.

Advocates for Ohio is a nonpartisan coalition of twenty-five non-profit organizations.  AOL works to maintain vital public services – health, human services, and early care and education – at a level that meets people’s basic needs and protects Ohio’s vulnerable populations.  AOL is funded by a combination of foundation and member grants, supporter contributions, and in-kind donations. The coalition is co-chaired by Gayle Channing Tenenbaum and Mark Davis.

Re-imaging Public Education to Include Pre-K: The Pew Center on the States released in September 2011 a report entitled “Transforming Public Education:  Pathway to a Pre-K-12 Future”.

The report “…challenges our nation’s policy makers to transform public education by moving from a K-12 to a Pre-K-12 system. This vision is grounded in rigorous research and informed by interviews with education experts, as well as lessons from Pew’s decade-long initiative to advance high-quality pre-kindergarten for all three and four year olds.”

According to the report the current early-learning system consists of federal Head Start, school-based and community-based preK programs, child care programs, and kindergarten.  These programs are sometimes disconnected from the public education system and have different goals, funding streams, accountability systems, and governance structures.  The current situation presents “unnecessary challenges” for families seeking early learning programs for their young children.

The authors recognize that creating a coherent preK-12 public education system presents a number of challenges and would require state and federal policy changes regarding funding streams, educational settings, administrative structures, teacher preparation and licensure systems, and learning standards to implement. The federal government would need to address issues about Head Start’s role in a preK-12 system, and states would need to align goals, standards, governance, teacher assessments, and other infrastructure across all grades and schools.  And, this proposal would also require public education and early childhood education to “bridge long-established divides”.

This is the final report of Pew’s “Pre-K Now campaign”, which will end in 2011.  The ten-year effort has documented years of research about the value of early-learning programs for young children, and has used that expertise and research to prepare this report and its bold recommendations.

According to the authors, “The report reflects work by leading scholars and institutions to identify the knowledge and skills students need to succeed in school and the teaching practices that most effectively develop them. Together, these analyses and perspectives form a compelling case for why America’s education system must start earlier, with pre-k, to deliver the results that children, parents and taxpayers deserve.

The report is available.

More Laws Being Challenged in the Courts:  An article in Education Week (“Courthouses Rife with Education Policy Battles”, by Sean Cavanagh, September 28, 2011) describes how opponents of new state laws about collective bargaining, teacher evaluation/compensation, expansion of voucher programs and charter schools, and state funding for schools, are turning to the judicial branch for relief, and are challenging the constitutionality of the new laws by filing lawsuits in the courts. The article includes the following list of laws that are being challenged:
Indiana:  A lawsuit was filed about the expansion of private school vouchers for low and middle-class families. Oklahoma: A lawsuit was filed about expanding private school vouchers for students with disabilities. 
Colorado:  A lawsuit was filed about expanding private school vouchers in Douglas County.
Florida:  Lawsuits have been filed about new laws regarding teacher pensions/required contributions and a new law that eliminates tenure for new hires and creates a merit-pay system for teachers. 

New Jersey:  A lawsuit was filed alleging that the state has violated teacher and other public employee contracts. 

New York:  A lawsuit has been filed alleging that new laws about merit pay and teacher evaluations are in violation of 2010 law about Race to the Top plan. 

Idaho:  A lawsuit has been filed about the phase-out of teacher tenure, seniority, teacher evaluations based on student achievement in violation of existing contract rights. 

The article is available.

Californians File Two Lawsuits:  An article in the Los Angeles Daily News (“LAUSD part of lawsuit against state”, by Associated Press, September 29, 2011) states that a coalition of school districts and education groups filed on September 28, 2011 a lawsuit in the San Francisco Superior Court.  The lawsuit alleges that California schools have been shortchanged funding in the latest state budget, which violates Proposition 98 and the California Constitution. Proposition 98 was approved by California voters in 1988 and guarantees California public schools a minimum level of funding.The plaintiffs include the California School Boards Association, the Association of California School Administrators, and the Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Turlock school districts.The lawsuit seeks restoration of $2.1 billion in education funding that was cut from the 2011-12 state budget.

A second California lawsuit was filed on September 28, 2011 by Advocates for Californians with developmental disabilities, including United Cerebral Palsy San Diego and the Arc California. The lawsuit alleges that the state is violating federal and state law by failing to adequately fund services needed by individuals with developmental disabilities.The suit was filed in Sacramento against the California Department of Developmental Services and the Department of Health Care Services. The lawsuit accuses the state of violating the Federal Home and Community Based Service Providers (HCBS) waiver program by reducing rates and reimbursements without federal approval and without considering federally required safeguards.The suit also contends that the state violated California’s Lanterman Act, which guarantees individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities the right to obtain the support services necessary to live as independently as possible in their own communities.
More information about the lawsuits:   School Funding Lawsuit         Development Disabilities Lawsuit
Bills Introduced:
SB232 (Skindell)  Comprehensive Sexual Health Education: Establishes statutory standards for comprehensive sexual health education and HIV/AIDS prevention education in public schools, and designates section 3313.6011 of the Revised Code as the “Act for Our Children’s Future.”
HB342 (Pillich) Agreements to Privatize State Property:  Limits agreements to privatize state property, facilities, services, or functions.

SCR17 (Cafaro) American Jobs Act:  Urges Congress to pass the “American Jobs Act of 2011.”

News from Washington
Voting Law Changes Affect Millions:  The Brennan Center for Justice at the New York University School of Law, released on October 3, 2011 a report that provides an analysis of new state laws about voting, including a compilation of potentially vote-suppressing legislation in 14 states. (“Voting Law Changes in 2012″ by Wendy R. Weiser and Lawrence Norden). Overall the report estimates that more than five million eligible voters could have a harder time voting in 2012, because of the new voting laws passed by states, and that number of voters is larger than the margin of victory of the last three presidential elections.The actions reviewed in the report, 19 new laws and two executive actions, were passed in the first three quarters of 2011, and restrict voting by requiring voters to show a government-issued photo ID (one in ten voters do not have an ID); reducing the number of early voting days; disenfranchising persons who have been in prison; restricting voter registration drives; eliminating election-day registration and voting; and creating new citizenship laws that could make it more difficult for citizens to register to vote. At least 42 bills affecting voting are still pending in state legislatures.
The states that have approved new voting laws, including Ohio (HB194 – Mecklenborg), will provide 171 electoral votes (63 percent) in the 2012 election and include five of the 12 battleground states.The report provides a description of the changes in law, the debate about the changes, and how they could affect millions of voters and the outcome of the 2012 election.The authors note, “As detailed in this report, the extent to which states have made voting more difficult is unprecedented in the last several decades, and comes after a dramatic shift in political power following the 2010 election. The battles over these laws were-and, in states where they are not yet over, continue to be-extremely partisan and among the most contentious in this year’s legislative session.

Proponents of the laws have offered several reasons for their passage: to prevent fraud, to ease administrative burden, to save money. Opponents have focused on the fact that the new laws will make it much more difficult for eligible citizens to vote and to ensure that their votes are counted. In particular, they have pointed out that many of these laws will disproportionately impact low-income and minority citizens, renters, and students-eligible voters who already face the biggest hurdles to voting.”

Ohio’s new election law, HB194 (Mecklenborg/Blessing) Election Reform, is being challenged through the referendum process, and so its provisions have not gone into effect yet.  The report notes that Ohio is unique among most states because voters can use the referendum process to repeal a law.One of the authors of the report, Lawrence Norden, chaired the Ohio Secretary of State’s bipartisan Election Summit and Conference in April 2009, and authored a report that recommended several changes to Ohio’s election administration practices and laws. The report is available here.

Trio Awards Announced:  The U.S. Department of Education announced on October 6, 2011 that it has awarded $47,676,723 million in TRIO Educational Opportunity Centers (EOC) program grants to 128 grantees in 44 states and Puerto Rico.  Trio grants support counseling and information on college admissions to qualified individuals who want to enter, or continue, a program of postsecondary education.

The following Ohio institutions/partnerships will receive awards: Shawnee State University, Educational Partners, Inc., Cuyahoga Community College, Eastern Gateway Community College, University of Cincinnati, and Cincinnati State Tech./Community College.  For more information please visit this site.

Plan to Reform Teacher Prep Programs: In remarks made at the Education Sector Forum on September 30, 2011, U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan elaborated on a plan to reform and strengthen teacher preparation programs.

According to Secretary Duncan, “Our plan has three core elements. First, it would reduce the reporting burden on states, but help them build an effective data and accountability system, driven by essential indicators of quality.  Second, it would reform financing of students who are preparing to become teachers and direct scholarship aid to higher-performing teacher preparation programs.  And third, it would provide more support for institutions that prepare high-quality teachers from diverse backgrounds.”

The plan would require states to track teachers’ success based on student academic growth, and then use that information to evaluate teacher preparation programs. States would collect data on student growth for graduates of different preparation programs; job placement and retention rates of teachers, especially in shortage areas; and survey graduates and principals about the quality of the teacher preparation programs.

The plan includes a $185 million grant program for states called the Presidential Teaching Fellows program, which would provide scholarships for future teachers to attend top teacher programs and funds to support statewide reforms, such as upgrading teacher licensure and certification standards.

The plan also would provide a $40 million budget request to support the Augustus Hawkins Centers of Excellence teacher preparation programs at minority serving institutions.  Student test scores are already linked to teacher preparation programs in Louisiana, North Carolina, and Tennessee, and through the Race to the Top program eleven states and the District of Columbia have also committed to linking student achievement to teachers and their training programs.  To read the remarks please click here.

U.S. DOE Posts Educational Performance of States: The U.S. Department of Education  posted on its web site on September 22, 2011 “Educational Performances of States”, a state-by-state snapshot of the educational achievement of students based on 2009 data from the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), and national data about rates of high school graduation, college attendance, and college graduation.  The power point report includes color-coded maps and tables that show a high level of variation in student achievement among the states.  States that excel on some measures of educational performance perform poorly in other areas, and visa versa.

The types of information provided in the report include the following:
Percent of students, by state, deemed proficient in 4th and 8th grade reading and math on the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) for students overall, with separate state-by-state comparisons for Whites, Blacks, Hispanics, and students with disabilities. 

Four-year on-time high school graduation rates, by state, with separate state-by-state comparisons for Whites, Blacks, and Hispanics. 

State-by-state college-going rate of high school graduates. 

State-by-state three-year college graduation rates for Associate’s Degrees. 

State-by-state six-year college graduation rates for Bachelor’s Degrees. 

According to the report, 8th grade math students in Massachusetts and Minnesota are two to three times as likely to be proficient on the NAEP assessment as students in West Virginia and Mississippi; large differences in performance persist, even when White students, Black students, and Hispanic students are compared to their peers in other states; similar disparities exist among states when comparing high school graduation, college matriculation, and college attainment; Hispanic students are more than twice as likely to graduate on time from high school if they live in Illinois and New Jersey than if they live in New Hampshire and Nevada.

The report shows that Ohio students generally meet proficiency standards and rank in the middle of states on most of the indicators.  Ohio ranks in the middle of states on the percentage (36 percent) of all students at or above proficient in 4th grade reading, and the percentage (36 percent) of all students at or above proficient in 8th grade mathematics. Ohio ranks in the top states on the percentage (45 percent) of all students at or above proficient in 4th grade mathematics, and the percentage (37 percent) of all students at or above proficient in 8th grade reading.

Access the “Educational Performances of States“. For more extensive data on the educational performance of states, please see the ODE’s dashboard.

Combating Autism Reauthorization Act of 2011 (H.R. 2005):  President Obama signed the Combating Autism Reauthorization Act of 2011 (CARA) on September 30, 2011.  CARA was first authorized in 2006 to support research, tracking, training, and early identification and intervention programs about autism.  The reauthorized act provides $231 million for three years.   The legislation was held up in the Senate, as lawmakers disagreed about singling-out funding for autism when other worthy medical conditions also need funding. The bill was finally approved after lawmakers added a provision to direct the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) to examine the use of federal funding for autism research. More information about the act is available.

State Board of Education Meets:
The State Board of Education,  Debe Terhar president, held a business meeting/retreat this month at the Ohio School for the Deaf, 500 Morse Road, Columbus, OH, from  Sunday, October  9 – Tuesday  October 11, 2011.  We will report outcomes in future updates.
Events and Resources:
Join the 2-1-1 Emergency Volunteer Team in Central Ohio
The 2-1-1 Emergency Volunteer Team answers calls to HandsOn Central Ohio’s 2-1-1 call center in the event of a disaster. During an emergency, citizens of Franklin County are instructed to call 2-1-1 for information; this team will work to supplement our regular 2-1-1 staff and handle the increased call volume.Interested in more? HandsOn Central Ohio also offers bi-monthly disaster preparedness trainings so that community members can stay as prepared as possible.
To join one of our volunteer teams, visit: handsoncentralohio.org/vol​unteer. Search Volunteer Reception Center Team or 2-1-1 Emergency Volunteer Team. Or, for more information, call contact Shellie Bensman, disaster preparedness coordinator, at 614-221-6766 or sbensman@handsoncentralohio.org.
Volunteer opportunity - Interested in being a foster grandparent? As a volunteer in the Foster Grandparent Program you'll receive a stipend, insurance benefits, and, best of all, the satisfaction of helping shape tomorrow's youth. You may volunteer 15 to 40 hours per week-it's up to you. There are no education or experience requirements, and you can choose to work with children from infancy through elementary school. For more information, contact Shryiell Owens, (614) 221-6766 ext 157 or  email sowens@handsoncentralohio.org  or look for the foster grandparent program in your area.
Conflict Resolution Education:

Free Classes available from Community Mediation Services in Central Ohio.   Contact Joe Ridder at 614 228 7191.
 
Certificate Program in Conflict Management and Peace Studies Core Courses can be applied towards the Social and Behavioral Science degree requirements for any degree.  Introduction to Peace and Conflict Studies  (East, West, and Metro Campus)  Conflict Management Skills Class (East and West Campus),  Implementing Peace Studies and Conflict Management Theories and Practices with Service Learning (Independent Study) Call 216-987-3075 to register at CCC.  
 Sustained Dialogue Campus Network - Student-run and Student-lead at East/West and Metro Campus
Interested in helping to help the college create a safe and supportive learning environment for all students?  Interested in learning important conflict management skills transferable to all disciplines?  Find out more http://www.tri-c.edu/enrichment/communityservices/GRIC/Pages/SustainedDialogue.aspx
Exhibit - Photographic Images: A Local to Global Perspective, Critical issues affecting our planet and its people, West Campus and East Campus Library.  Global Issues Resource Center and students involved in the Tri-C Conflict Management and Peace Studies  certificate program share their peacebuilding experiences at a local to global level in Asia, Africa, the Americas, and the Middle East.
Contact: Jennifer Batton, M.A. Director, Global Issues Resource Center and Library, Cuyahoga Community College
Jennifer.Batton@tri-c.edu
The Ohio AfterSchool Association Offering Trainings: Choose the location and the date from these three:

 Oct. 20            8:30am to 2:30pm - six hours training        

$65.00 non-member, $55.00 member (Lunch included)

Cincinnati: Melrose YMCA (2840 Melrose Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45206)

 Oct. 20            6:00pm to 9:00pm - three hours training    

$40.00 non-member, $30.00 member 

Hamilton: Hughes Center YMCA (1771 Gephart Rd, Hamilton , OH 45011)

 Oct. 22            9:30am to 4:00pm - six hours training        

$65.00 non-member, $55.00 member (Lunch included)

Columbus: Hoover Y-Ingram Center (15710 Rohr Rd. Lockbourne, OH 43137 near Columbus)

 

Click here for more information.

 
Please call Crystal Smith to register 740-591-5773 or email smithc14@ohio.edu
Guide Released for Engaging Adolescents in Arts Education:  The National Guild for Community Arts Education, with support from the NAMM Foundation, released a guide entitled "Engaging Adolescents: Building Youth Participation in the Arts".  The guide was informed by a panel that included experts on youth development and the arts, and describes how to increase teen participation in the arts by infusing youth development practices into out-of-school time arts education programs; how to increase the effectiveness of existing programs; and how to develop new programs to engage adolescents.

The guide includes national models that address the developmental needs of adolescents, and practical advice for developing and sustaining arts programs that not only foster artistic skill development, but help teens build life skills, self-efficacy, and a sense of belonging.  It also includes references and web links to literature and other resources useful to arts education organizations seeking to connect with teens.

 For more information please visit http://www.nationalguild.org/new/new.htm
See this Website for information on road safety worldwide.  Decade of Action for Road Safety.  From Beijing to Nairobi, to Mexico City to Washington, DC, there were amazing and diverse launches around the globe.  See www.decadeofaction.org for some worldwide photos.  And here in the U.S. states and territories, we had exciting events in 30 cities! Congratulations on a wonderful start to this worldwide recognition! 

Contact: Bella Dinh-Zarr <dinhzarr@dinhzarr.org> 
Webinars available live and banked for later listening – Free.  Go to the Urban Institute website http://www.urban.org/ for access to Chapin Hall video conferences on a host of topics including Parenting, Families, Immigrant issues, Extending Foster Care to Age 21, and a lot more. University of Chicago. November 1st look for Responding to Students Affected by Trauma.  You may electronically attend, or listen later.
Education Week –Free Live Webinars Models of Blended Learning: What Works for Your District Available "on demand" any time 24 hours after the event.  Free registration is now open. Boosting Literacy with Effective Reading Comprehension "on demand" 24 hours after event.  Free registration is now open.  REPORT: Diplomas Count: Beyond High School, Before Baccalaureate Read the full report online, order the complete print or digital edition, and view the livestream of the event where the report findings are announced! As the 2011 graduation season arrives, many high school students are contemplating what pathway they will choose as they enter the next phase of their lives.  The latest edition of Diplomas Count, titled Beyond High School, Before Baccalaureate: Meaningful Alternatives to a Four-Year Degree, explores how understanding the link between learning and a career becomes more critical than ever for high school students preparing to graduate. Diplomas Count reconsiders the "college for all" movement and examines alternative postsecondary options. Plus, this annual benchmarking research report provides nationwide data on graduation rates, finally moving up. Teacher Evaluation New for 2011! Explore the complicated issue of assessing teacher performance and efforts to improve teacher evaluation.  Religion in Schools Take a look at the growing debate about the role of religion in schools, including the teaching of evolution, religion in textbooks, and school choice.
Ohio Association for the Education of Young Children Webcasts/Training presented by Early Care & Education National Experts Click here for all webcasts & registration details!
WEBCASTS DELIVER:FINGER TIP LEARNING:education brought to YOU and YOUR computer 
at YOUR convenience APPROVED PROFESSIONAL CREDIT: ODJFS In-Service, CDA, 
Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities Pending Credit Approval: IACET Education and Social Work CEUs
Click on one of the links below for a 3 minute webcast sample featuring Alice Sterling Honig discussing temperaments in young children. Enhanced View or Compatible View
NAEYC The National Association for the Education of young Children, invites you Join Us for a Free, Online Q&A on Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) 
Join Carol Copple, Sue Bredekamp, and Janet Gonzalez-Mena for an online discussion on developmentally appropriate practice from October 10-14.   Full story >>
ODE Updates: 

Ohio Resident Educator Program Update
Recently, ODE notified Resident Educator (RE) program coordinators that registration for Resident Educators will be open from Sept.1 through Nov.15, 2011. If your program coordinator did not receive an email, please ensure that he/she is assigned the role of "Coordinator-Resident Educator Program" in the Ohio Educational Directory System (OEDS).  

 

To be registered for the RE Program, teachers must hold a resident educator license, alternative resident educator license or a one-year out-of-state license. Please note that any individual who currently holds a valid two-year provisional license, but needs to obtain a four-year Resident Educator license, is eligible for a license fee adjustment.

 

Additionally, new resource documents, including a Principal Orientation PowerPoint, are available on the Resident Educator Web page.  Submit inquiries about the Ohio Resident Educator Program to REProgram@ode.state.oh.us  
  

High school teams can compete in U.S. Cyber Challenge
Two national competitions sponsored by the U.S. Cyber Challenge (USCC) can help students prepare for careers in the high-demand field of cyber security. 
 
In the high school competition, students learn about networking, operating systems and system administration. Online tutorials, video education materials and quizzes are available for each of these topics. Educators and group leaders of after-school programs will find more information and online registration details here. The top performing students in each registered school or group, the top three students in each state and the top five performers nationally will be recognized. The registration deadline is Sept. 30.
 
In addition, a college-aged student can enter a separate competition, called CyberPatriot IV. The entry deadline is Oct. 8 deadline.

Check out references for Family and Consumer Sciences information:

www.oatfacs.org  and www.oafcs.org Have you checked out the "Our Ohio" Teacher's Lounge? Our Ohio Teacher's Lounge at http://ourohio.org/
Critical Meetings for Family and Consumer Sciences (FCS) Regional Meetings

Registration for the FCS Regional Meetings can be found in STARS on the ODE website. Please use the keyword search FCS. Cost: free.  CEU's will be provided Registration deadlines: the day before the event.  Walk-ins will be accepted. Room capacity is 100 at most locations  Maps of the event can be found when registering on STARS  Registration begins at 12:30  Meeting 1:00 - 3:00 EXCEPT November 1st meeting registration begins at 1:00 and meeting will be from 1:30 -3:30.  Registration begins at 12:30.  Meeting 1:00 - 3:00 EXCEPT November 1st meeting registration begins at 1:00 and meeting will be from 1:30 -3:30.  Directions for registering for FCS Regional Meeting, or contact Mary Jo Kohl for link to registration directions. maryjo.kohl@ode.state.oh.us or 614.644.6333
Sites and locations: October 12, 2011 Scarlet Oaks – Cincinnati;  October 25, 2011 Cuyahoga Falls High School, Cuyahago Falls; October 26, 2011 Penta County – Perrysburg;  November 1 , 2011 Pickaway Ross registration @1PM – Chillicothe; November 28, 2011 Ashland University - Main Campus Ashland; November 7, 2011 Ohio Hi-Point - Bellefontaine No Cost - (registration begins at 12:30 pm) NEW LOCATION;  Topics - CTE FCS Program Renewal Process; End of Course Assessments; Articulated CollegeCredit for FCS courses;FCCLA Update Please go to the SAFE Account on the ODE Website and register for an account if you have not already done so. All registration options can be found once you click on "Event Search" and only put in keyword search: fcs. Please do not put in a date, location or title of event.
State agencies offer webinar series to combat bullying and improve school climate
ODE has joined several other state agencies to form the Ohio Anti-Harassment, Anti-Intimidation and Anti-Bullying (Anti-HIB) Initiative. They are sponsoring a series of one-hour webinars during the current school year. 
 

School professionals, parents and community-support personnel are encouraged to participate in each session, which will be presented by experts from each sponsoring agency on topics including: policy implementation and supports; cyber safety; legal ramifications; school-wide interventions; teen dating violence prevention; and girl aggression. In addition to ODE, speakers will represent the Attorney General, eTech Ohio, the Ohio Domestic Violence Network and the departments of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services Health, and Mental Health. 

 

Each webinar is open to the first 100 participants, with registration open 30 minutes before each program. In addition, the webinars will be recorded and posted the same day on this Web page for viewing at a later time. Please direct any questions to Jill Jackson at jill.jackson@ode.state.oh.us or (614) 466-9540.

Ohio FCCLA FCCLA is pleased to announce the next chapter in the  Adviser Essentials Webinar Series - Focus on Programs.    The fee per webinar is $25.00 and PDUs will be provided.  
Over the few months, we will be presenting the following webinars in the Focus on Programs series:
· October 19, 2011 - Dynamic Leadership and Power of One - 5 PM EST - $25.oo 

· November 2, 2011 - Student Body and Career Connection - 5 PM EST - $25.oo 

· December 7, 2011 - Financial Fitness and Scholarships - 5 PM EST - $25.oo

To register for the August 31st webinar on Community Service and Families First please click here!
Ohio FCCLA Adviser Consultants Fall Adviser Retreats 2011! FCS Professional Development  and Ohio FCCLA Fall Leadership Camp, October 17-18.  Contact Paulette Farago, State Adviser for more information.  Paulette Farago <paulette.farago@ode.state.oh.us>
Trainings:

HandsOn Central Ohio  in Columbus knows that a strong nonprofit sector is key to a healthy community. We offer a variety of trainings and consultation services to assist nonprofit organizations increase their effectiveness and enhance their capacity to deliver high-quality services. Our trainings address topics of interest to nonprofits at an economical tuition rate that fits nonprofit budgets. For a detailed training description, dates of trainings, fees and to register, visit http://www.handsoncentralohio.org/public/training/trainings.php. 
   Multiethnic Advocates for Cultural competence (MACC) is offering Care Trainings and sponsorship of a National 
Eradicate Hiv

This month, over 3,000 participants, including 30 world leaders, senior officials, representatives of international organizations, religious organizations, civil society and people living with HIV, came together in New York, June 8-10, to attend the High level meeting on HIV/AIDS held at the United Nations (UN) Headquarters.
Links for additional information
Political declaration 2011  Security Council resolution on HIV/AIDS
UNAIDS official HLM AIDS summit website  Global plan to eliminate new HIV infections in Children
Refugees, resettlement and how we are dealing with immigrants coming into the US these days.  See this interesting story published recently in a report on human dignity and why the federal budget matters.  Click on the link so see Albert Yousif’s story.
Refugees who are welcomed to the United States are able to rebuild their lives make incredible contributions to our communities. Meet Albert Yousif, a former refugee who owns a cleaning company and employs several other refugees who share his determination to rebuild their lives. Albert is living proof of the American Dream.

www.nawhsl.orgOperation Lifesaver Training - Ohio Operation Lifesaver (OHOL) is a free public service education program dedicated to preventing and reducing fatalities and injuries at highway-rail grade crossings and along railroad rights-of-way. They will educate attendees on highway-rail grade crossing safety and provide vital information about the dangers encountered when people trespass on railroad property.OHOL is part of a national program known as Operation Lifesaver, Inc. (OLI). Both OHOL and OLI are nonprofit organizations.
To register for training, please visit our new volunteer management database, HandsOn Connect.
USEP-OHIO thanks Director Donna Collins ohioartseducation@gmail.com, Ohio Alliance for Arts Education (www.OAAE.net). and Joan Platz for content re advocacy. Contact us at usepohio@usepohio.com .  Visit our website www.USEP-OHIO.com  with questions, comments, Parent Tips for parents, grandparents and teachers and much more! 
 
END October 12, 2011 USEP-OHIO E-Update
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