USEP-OHIO E-Update November 29, 2011

Dear Friends of USEP-OHIO, Educators, Advocates, Parents and Professionals,

The holiday season places special stresses on many of you to balance home and family and your interactions with children in your home and work lives.  We invite you to read or print and share with others, the USEP-OHIO Parent Tip on Dealing with Holiday Stress http://www.usep-ohio.com/Parenting-Tips.html   
Included in this E-Update: 

News from Ohio General Assembly and Statehouse, a link to the new ODE Guide and AP Honor Roll Districts; News from Washington including the Super committee report; an Akron Beacon Journal article about the future of public education; a repeat of the national report card on reading and math; the NAEYC Report on Kindergarten Readiness; information and a link regarding a special webinar noting the Alliance for Excellent Education suggestions for readiness for college and career, connecting schools with options to higher education and careers. 
The Ohio State Board of Education recently joined the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers.  This is one of the consortia that Education Week will feature in a webinar entitled "Common Assessments:  What You Need to Know" on Tuesday, November 29.  See highlighted information and the link in the Events and Resources section below.

Look for more information and links to upcoming events and resources at the end of this update.

Important Ohio GRADS Teacher meeting December 2 at Delaware Area Career Center.
See the Brookings Institute policy paper entitled "The Re-Emergence of Concentrated Poverty” tells news of Ohio. The report identifies Toledo, Youngstown-Warren-Boardman, and Dayton among the cities with the greatest increases in concentrated poverty. Toledo tops the list with a 15.3 percent concentrated poverty rate change; Youngstown-Warren-Boardman areas have a 14.3 percent rate change; and Dayton a 9.9 percent rate change.  The report is available.
Cindy McKay, Executive Director, USEP-OHIO, Inc.
Ohio Education News:

The 129th Ohio General Assembly:
The Ohio House and Senate will hold sessions and committee hearings this week.  There will be a joint session of the Ohio House and Senate on November 29, 2011 at 10:30 AM to honor fall veterans.

Update on the "Workplace Freedom Amendment":  Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine recently notified Ohioans for Workplace Freedom that the summary language that they submitted for the constitutional amendment to make Ohio a right-to-work state was not acceptable. The summary did not include language regarding enforcement of the amendment through a civil or equitable action by persons "indirectly affected" by a violation of this section.

Ohioans for Workplace Freedom intends to rewrite the summary, collect another 1000 signatures, and re-submit the language. Information about the amendment is available at http://ohioansforworkerfreedom.com/.

More Signatures Filed in Support of Repealing HB194:  Fair Elections Ohio filed on November 22, 2011 more than 150,000 additional signatures with the secretary of state's office to qualify the referendum on HB194 (Mecklenborg/Blessing) Election Reform, for the November 2012 ballot. The total number of signatures needed is 231,150.

HB194 was signed into law on July 1, 2011 and makes a variety of changes in election law regarding the following: poll worker errors; use of social security numbers; documentation of voters; contracts for election services; voter challenge; minimum precinct size; oversight of boards of election; filing requirements for initiative and referendum petitions; primary election in May; prepayment of special election costs; counting ballots; data sharing among state agencies; online voter registration; provisional ballots; voting in the wrong precinct; early voting; election observers; new political parties; and more.

Opponents of HB194 believe that the law will curtail voter rights by decreasing mail-in voting from 5 to 3 weeks and in person voting from 5 weeks to 2 weeks; eliminating early voting opportunities in the evenings, Saturday afternoons, and Sundays; eliminating party identification from third party candidates on the ballot; requiring minimum precinct sizes only in municipalities, which could mean longer lines in urban areas; permitting, but not requiring, poll workers to tell voters if they are in the wrong precinct; and stopping the county Board of Elections from sending absentee ballot applications to all voters.

HB194 would have become effective on September 30, 2011, but has been suspended due to the referendum challenge.  An LSC analysis of HB194 is available
The Ohio House and Senate will hold sessions and committee hearings this week.


This Week at the Ohio Statehouse

Tuesday, November 29, 2011
Senate Education Committee: The Senate Education Committee, chaired by Senator Lehner, will meet at 9:30 AM in the South Hearing Room.  The committee will hear testimony on two bills: 

· HB96 (Celeste/Brenner) Dyslexia, which would specify dyslexia as a specific learning disability and requires a pilot project to provide early screening and intervention services for children with dyslexia; 

· HB157 (Schuring/Letson) Teacher Development on Dyslexia, which would authorize educational service centers to provide teacher professional development on dyslexia.

House Finance Committee: The House Finance and Appropriations Committee, chaired by Representative Amstutz, will meet at 1:30 PM in Hearing Room 313. The committee will hear testimony on HB368 (Roegner/Hagan) Long-Range Financial Outlook Council, which would create the Long-range Financial Outlook Council for the purpose of informing the public and the General Assembly about the financial status of the state by studying conditions and issuing an annual long-range financial outlook report.

News from Ohio Department of Education

ODE Contacts:  The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) has issued another updated contact guide for the ODE.  The new guide is more comprehensive and organized by areas.

AP Honor Roll Districts Announced:  The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) announced on November 23, 2011 that 23 school districts in Ohio had been named to the Second Annual College Board's Advanced Placement Honor Roll. According to the College Board these school districts increased student access to college-level AP courses while maintaining or increasing the percentage of those students scoring three or higher on the AP course exams. A majority of U.S. colleges and universities grant college credit or advanced placement to a student who scores three points or more on an AP Exams. The complete list of schools is available.
News from Washington
No Report from the Supercommittee:  The Congressional Supercommittee announced last week that it had not reached an agreement to reduce the federal deficit by $1.2 trillion before its deadline November 23rd. A series of automatic cuts in the Department of Defense and discretionary domestic spending through "sequestration" could take effect in January 2013 unless Congress takes action. The proposed cuts include $3.5 billion for the U.S. Department of Education's budget and funding for Head Start, health care, housing, and nutrition programs. Budget cuts will not be made in several programs, including Social Security, school lunch, the Children's Health Insurance Program, and Pell Grants.
The Committee on Education Funding identified Title 1 federal funding for disadvantaged students and funding for students with disabilities as programs that could receive cuts as a result of sequestration. These cuts are likely to force school districts in Ohio to cut their budgets once again, and could lead to more teacher layoffs.  More information is available. 
The bipartisan Supercommittee was created last summer in an agreement that Congress made with President Obama to raise the debt ceiling.

Education Week publishes article with questions regarding online learning:
An article in Education Week, "Virtual Ed. Advocates Respond to Wave of Criticism" by Ian Quillen, November 23, 2011, sums-up recent studies, news paper articles, commentaries, and reports about the draw-backs of online learning, and provides some responses from online learning advocates attending the Virtual School Symposium held on November 9-11, 2011 at Indianapolis.

According to Education Week, the results of two recent studies suggest that student achievement in online schools is lower than in brick and mortar schools; more students dropout of online schools; and in some cases the oversight of online schools is lax. (Colorado Online K-12 Schools Project, I-News Network and Education News Colorado, October 2011, and Minnesota Office of the Legislative Auditor, September 19, 2011)

  The University of Colorado at Boulder's National Education Policy Center also issued a report that states that, "....K-12 virtual education is growing at a rate that is unsafe, considering the lack of knowledge about its effectiveness."

The article also refers to articles in The New York Times, The Nation, and Mother Jones, that have raised concerns about the businesses practices of online schools and their connections to big technology companies. The recent Ruppert Murdoch purchase of the educational technology company Wireless Generation, has raised additional concerns about the mission of online learning schools if profit is the goal.

Advocates for online learning believe that evidence about quality and accountability should be examined more closely so that the real problems with online learning can be identified and addressed.  For example, studies of online schools that raise questions about the low achievement of fully online students often do not consider that online students are learning at their own pace, which might not align to the schedule for standardized testing.

Online learning has also been politicized by some who have entangled it in the debate over school choice, even though support for online learning has been bipartisan, and many traditional school districts operate online learning programs.

And, a growing concern of advocates is how online learning is portrayed as a way to reduce the number of teachers, when in actuality, a sufficient number of teachers and instruction is a vital component of successful online learning programs.

"Blended learning", which combines the use of technology with in-person instruction, is a growing option that many policy-makers, including those in Ohio, are exploring.  Proponents of blended learning believe that it as more reliable and accountable to students and the public that online learning.  The Gates Foundation's Next Generation Learning Challenges program is offering $12 million in competitive grants to applicants that design new blended-learning models.

The article is available.
Ohio’s Akron Beacon Journal publishes article on the future of public education:

Akron Beacon Journal editorial writer Laura Ofobike underscores one of the purposes of public education in her editorial "The debt we owe to public education" November 21, 2011.

According to the author public schools serve the community as the "melting pot" to provide a "common base -- in language, knowledge and experience -- for the diverse society."  The "payback" is not immediate, but benefits society overall.

But the author wonders if public schools are strong enough today to continue to play this role.  With so many school funding levies failing on November 8th and fewer and fewer school-aged children in our communities, Ms. Ofobike asks is there support for public schools, and what institutions will take on this role if the public schools can't?

Read the article.
"The National Report Card:  Findings for Reading and Mathematics 2011". See OHIO info highlighted.

The report includes information on the results of NAEP assessments administered at grades 4 and 8 in reading and mathematics, to students in public and private schools in the nation as well as public school students in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and the Department of Defense schools.

NAEP results are reported as average scores on a 0-500 scale for each subject and percentages of students at or above three achievement levels: basic, proficient, and advanced.

According to the latest report, student performance has increased in math in both grades and in reading in grade 8 since 2009. 
· Higher percentages of 4th and 8th grade students performed at or above proficient in math, and a higher percentage of eighth-graders performed at or above proficient in reading since 2009. 

· A higher percentage of 4th grade students performed at advanced in math, and a higher percentage of eighth-graders performed at advanced in reading since 2009. 

· The scores in math are the highest to date. 

· Average scores in math and reading in grades 4 and 8 have improved for students in all income levels.

About one half of states showed changes in students' performance. 

· Hawaii was the only state to improve in both subjects and at both grades. 

· The District of Columbia, New Mexico, and Rhode Island were the only other states to improve in math at both grades. 

· Reading scores were higher at both grades in Maryland. 

· Average state scores for math at grade 8 increased in Ohio, but average scores in Ohio remained constant in 4th grade math and in 4th and 8th grade reading.

Students have improved average math scores since 1990 in both the 4th and 8th grades. 

· The proportion of students at or above proficient tripled at 4th grade and more than doubled in the 8th grade since 1990. 

· The average scores for Hispanic students have improved at both grade levels. 

· Average scores in math in the 4th and 8th grades are higher for students not eligible for reduced price lunch.

Unlike math, average scores for reading at grades 4 and 8 have generally stabilized over the years. 

· About one-third of 4th and 8th grade students reached the proficient level in reading. 

· The average scores improved in reading at grade 4 for all racial/ethnic groups since 1992.

Overall scores for students in Ohio were higher than the national average. The average score for 4th grade students in math have remained constant at 244 since 2009. (The national average is 240). The average score for 8th grade students in math is 289, which is an increase from 286 in 2009, and higher than the national average of 283.

The average score in Ohio for 4th grade students in reading decreased to 224 from 225 in 2009.  The national average is 220.  The average reading score for students in 8th grade reading decreased by one point to 268, but was still higher than the national score of 264.
The National Assessment of Educational Progress is the largest nationally representative and continuing assessment of what America's students know and can do in various subject areas.  Some types of assessments go back to the 1970s, but the NAEP assessments in math and reading have been conducted since 1990. NAEP assessments are conducted periodically in math, reading, science, writing, the arts, civics, economics, geography, and U.S. history. The assessments administered are standardized across the nation, and so the results serve as a common metric for all states and selected urban districts. NAEP is overseen by the National Assessment Governing Board, appointed by the U.S. Secretary of Education.  For more information please visit http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/.
New Poverty Measure Released

The U.S. Census Bureau released on November 7, 2011 a new measure for poverty to complement the official measure and provide more information about federal programs for the poor.  The new measure will provide a more comprehensive picture of the effects of housing, child care, and daily costs on families.  It takes into account spending on basic necessities of food, clothing, shelter, and utilities, while also factoring into the calculation for determining poverty expenses for child care and medical bills; regional differences in the cost of living; alternative types of family structure; if a family rents or owns a home; income after required expenses; in-kind benefits, etc.

Using the new measure, the national poverty rate increased from 14.5 percent to 15.3 percent for 2009, but decreased for children, from 21.2 percent to 17.3 percent.  The new measure still shows that the poverty is increasing for children, but the new measure now factors-in support from social services for children, such as health care and school breakfast programs.

Information about the new poverty measure is available.

NAEYC National Association for the Education of Young Children Releases Report on Kindergarten Readiness

Age of Learning, Inc. released on November 2, 2011 the results of a nationwide kindergarten preparedness survey to coincide with the opening of this year's National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) annual conference in Orlando, Florida. The survey, conducted with more than 500 kindergarten teachers across the country, reveals that America's kindergarten teachers believe most young children are unprepared for school when they enter kindergarten, and veteran kindergarten teachers believe that this situation is deteriorating.

According to the press release, the survey found that two-thirds of teachers (66 percent) stated that students were only somewhat or not at all prepared, and only 6 percent felt that students were very well prepared academically. Teachers identified children weakest academically in their knowledge of the alphabet and phonics. Two-thirds of teachers reported that the majority of children do not know their alphabet when they enter kindergarten, and less than 9 percent of responding teachers described the oral language skills of entering students as "very good."

95 percent of participants in the survey agreed that preschool attendance is "beneficial" with most of those (75 percent of all respondents) believing it is "very beneficial."

The survey results are available.

Age of Learning's "Special Report to Parents: Preparing for Kindergarten" includes specific suggestions about how to work with young children to prepare them for Kindergarten.  More information is available.

Events and Resources
Ohio Cyberspace Safety Contest:  Ohio Attorney General Mike Dewine's office is accepting student entries for the "2011 Take Action Video Contest" to promote Internet safety. Pupils in grades 9-12 must produce a 60-second video that encourages other students to protect themselves from scams and deceptive advertisements in cyberspace. Entrants must focus their message on one of these topics: 

· Read the fine print 

· Free isn't always free 

· Too good to be true? It probably is 

· Research before you buy 

· Guard your personal information

The video must encourage viewers to report consumer fraud to the Ohio Attorney General's Office by calling 800-282-0515 or visiting www.OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov/ConsumerComplaint.

The top three winners will receive $2,500, $1,500 and $1,000 scholarships, respectively. The deadline for submission is December 15, 2011. More information is available.
Cultural Cues and Clues

You have told us you need tools for communicating effectively with the families of students from many cultures.  We have a new page on our website devoted to sharing information and tips that may help to understand and be understood.

Please go to http://www.usep-ohio.com/ResourcesPage.html  or click on the following link to go directly to the document.  http://www.usep-ohio.com/documents/One_World_Cultural_Cues_and_Clues.doc    

Join the 2-1-1 Emergency Volunteer Team in Central Ohio
The 2-1-1 Emergency Volunteer Team answers calls to HandsOn Central Ohio’s 2-1-1 call center in the event of a disaster. During an emergency, citizens of Franklin County are instructed to call 2-1-1 for information; this team will work to supplement our regular 2-1-1 staff and handle the increased call volume.Interested in more? HandsOn Central Ohio also offers bi-monthly disaster preparedness trainings so that community members can stay as prepared as possible.
To join one of our volunteer teams, visit: handsoncentralohio.org/vol​unteer. Search Volunteer Reception Center Team or 2-1-1 Emergency Volunteer Team. Or, for more information, call contact Shellie Bensman, disaster preparedness coordinator, at 614-221-6766 or sbensman@handsoncentralohio.org.
More Volunteer opportunities - Interested in being a foster grandparent? As a volunteer in the Foster Grandparent Program you'll receive a stipend, insurance benefits, and, best of all, the satisfaction of helping shape tomorrow's youth. You may volunteer 15 to 40 hours per week-it's up to you. There are no education or experience requirements, and you can choose to work with children from infancy through elementary school. For more information, contact Shryiell Owens, (614) 221-6766 ext 157 or  email sowens@handsoncentralohio.org  or look for the foster grandparent program in your area.
Conflict Resolution Education:

Free Classes available from Community Mediation Services in Central Ohio.   Contact Joe Ridder at 614 228 7191.
 

Certificate Program in Conflict Management and Peace Studies Core Courses can be applied towards the Social and Behavioral Science degree requirements for any degree.  Introduction to Peace and Conflict Studies  (East, West, and Metro Campus)  Conflict Management Skills Class (East and West Campus),  Implementing Peace Studies and Conflict Management Theories and Practices with Service Learning (Independent Study) Call 216-987-3075 to register at CCC.  
 Sustained Dialogue Campus Network - Student-run and Student-lead at East/West and Metro Campus
Interested in helping to help the college create a safe and supportive learning environment for all students?  Interested in learning important conflict management skills transferable to all disciplines?  Find out more http://www.tri-c.edu/enrichment/communityservices/GRIC/Pages/SustainedDialogue.aspx
Exhibit - Photographic Images: A Local to Global Perspective, Critical issues affecting our planet and its people, West Campus and East Campus Library.  Global Issues Resource Center and students involved in the Tri-C Conflict Management and
Peace Studies  certificate program share their peacebuilding experiences at a local to global level in Asia, Africa, the Americas, and the Middle East.

Contact: Jennifer Batton, M.A. Director, Global Issues Resource Center and Library, Cuyahoga Community College
Jennifer.Batton@tri-c.edu
Guide Released for Engaging Adolescents in Arts Education:  The National Guild for Community Arts Education, with support from the NAMM Foundation, released a guide entitled "Engaging Adolescents: Building Youth Participation in the Arts".  The guide was informed by a panel that included experts on youth development and the arts, and describes how to increase teen participation in the arts by infusing youth development practices into out-of-school time arts education programs; how to increase the effectiveness of existing programs; and how to develop new programs to engage adolescents.

The guide includes national models that address the developmental needs of adolescents, and practical advice for developing and sustaining arts programs that not only foster artistic skill development, but help teens build life skills, self-efficacy, and a sense of belonging.  It also includes references and web links to literature and other resources useful to arts education organizations seeking to connect with teens.

 For more information please visit http://www.nationalguild.org/new/new.htm
See this Website for information on road safety worldwide.  Decade of Action for Road Safety.  From Beijing to Nairobi, to Mexico City to Washington, DC, there were amazing and diverse launches around the globe.  See www.decadeofaction.org for some worldwide photos.  And here in the U.S. states and territories, we had exciting events in 30 cities! Congratulations on a wonderful start to this worldwide recognition! 

Contact: Bella Dinh-Zarr <dinhzarr@dinhzarr.org> 
Webinars available live and banked for later listening – Free.  Go to the Urban Institute website http://www.urban.org/ for access to Chapin Hall video conferences on a host of topics including Parenting, Families, Immigrant issues, Extending Foster Care to Age 21, and a lot more. University of Chicago. November 1st look for Responding to Students Affected by Trauma.  You may electronically attend, or listen later.

Children and youth who experience trauma such as maltreatment are often involved with multiple systems in the public sector, including foster care, education, and juvenile justice. Register for the live webcast 
Education Week – Fall 2011 Issue Building the Digital District . There are numerous topics included charting the way for digital education availability and ways to make it happen in your district. Title I: Examine research on Title I and learn how districts are turning around low-performing schools. MoreFree Live Webinars Models of Blended Learning: What Works for Your District Available "on demand" any time 24 hours after the event.  Free registration is now open. Boosting Literacy with Effective Reading Comprehension "on demand" 24 hours after event.  Free registration is now open.  
Dropout Prevention:  The Alliance for Excellent Education will sponsor a webinar on Monday, December 12, 2011 at 1:30 PM EST entitled "Expanded Learning Opportunities: A More Comprehensive Approach to Preparing High School Students for College and a Career". The webinar will highlight a new Alliance issue brief that examines how schools can create options for students to address barriers that prevent high school students from graduating ready for college and a career. The panelists include Milton Chen, Senior Fellow, Edutopia; Maria Ferguson, Vice President, Alliance for Excellent Education; Jeannie Oakes, Director, Educational Opportunity and Scholarship Programs, Ford Foundation; Brad Stam, Vice President, ConnectEd: The California Center for College and Career; and Elliot Washor, Cofounder and Codirector, Big Picture Learning.  Registration information is available. Please direct questions concerning the webinar to alliance@all4ed.org.
If you are unable to watch the webinar live, archived video from all Alliance webinars is available, usually a day or two after the event is scheduled to air. A list of other upcoming Alliance webinars is available.


Consortium Developing Common Assessments: The Ohio State Board of Education recently agreed to join the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers.  This is one of the consortia that Education Week will feature in a webinar entitled "Common Assessments:  What You Need to Know" on Tuesday, November 29, 2011 at 2:00 PM EST.

This webinar will provide a briefing on the work of two consortia, the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium and the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers. The consortia are using $360 million in Race to the Top money to design assessment systems for the common standards. The new tests will require essays, projects, and other tasks to gauge deeper, more complex student learning. The groups are also working on a variety of resources for teachers, such as model instructional units and formative assessments. Panelists include Joe Willhoft, executive director, the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium, and Laura M. Slover, senior vice president, Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers.
Register for the webinar.  All Education Week webinars are archived and accessible.
Ohio Association for the Education of Young Children Webcasts/Training presented by Early Care & Education National Experts Click here for all webcasts & registration details!
WEBCASTS DELIVER:FINGER TIP LEARNING:education brought to YOU and YOUR computer 
at YOUR convenience APPROVED PROFESSIONAL CREDIT: ODJFS In-Service, CDA, 
Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities Pending Credit Approval: IACET Education and Social Work CEUs
Click on one of the links below for a 3 minute webcast sample featuring Alice Sterling Honig discussing temperaments in young children. Enhanced View or Compatible View
NAEYC The National Association for the Education of Young Children, Read Young Children and Use NEXT to Support Early Childhood Professional Development 
Young Children websiteThe November issue of Young Children covers current trends and initiatives in the early childhood field—from research to policy to practice. Learn about technology to enhance learning, programs tailored to children's and families’ cultures, the status of state-funded pre-K programs, and more. Read select articles by visiting the . 

Then further early childhood professional development with NEXT for Young Children, an electronic publication that accompanies each issue of Young Children. NEXT includes discussion questions, research-to-practice connections, and training session activities that build on the content from selected articles. This great resource is free for a limited time. Download it today. 

ODE Updates: 

Ohio Resident Educator Program Update
Recently, ODE notified Resident Educator (RE) program coordinators that registration for Resident Educators will be open from Sept.1 through Nov.15, 2011. If your program coordinator did not receive an email, please ensure that he/she is assigned the role of "Coordinator-Resident Educator Program" in the Ohio Educational Directory System (OEDS).  

 To be registered for the RE Program, teachers must hold a resident educator license, alternative resident educator license or a one-year out-of-state license. Please note that any individual who currently holds a valid two-year provisional license, but needs to obtain a four-year Resident Educator license, is eligible for a license fee adjustment.

 Additionally, new resource documents, including a Principal Orientation PowerPoint, are available on the Resident Educator Web page.  Submit inquiries about the Ohio Resident Educator Program to REProgram@ode.state.oh.us  
  
Check out references for Family and Consumer Sciences information:

www.oatfacs.org  and www.oafcs.org Have you checked out the "Our Ohio" Teacher's Lounge? Our Ohio Teacher's Lounge at http://ourohio.org/
Critical Meetings for Family and Consumer Sciences (FCS)

GRADS Fall Meeting December 2,  2011 at  the Delaware area Career Center.  Details at www.oatfacs.org or contact maryjo.kohl@ode.state.oh.us   
Registration for the FCS Regional Meetings can be found in STARS on the ODE website. Please use the keyword search FCS. Cost: free.  CEU's will be provided Registration deadlines: the day before the event.  Walk-ins will be accepted. Room capacity is 100  Maps of the event can be found when registering on STARS  Registration begins at 12:30  Meeting 1:00 - 3:00 meeting registration begins at 1:00 and meeting will be from 1:30 -3:30.  Registration begins at 12:30.  Directions for registering for FCS Regional Meeting, or contact Mary Jo Kohl for link to registration directions. maryjo.kohl@ode.state.oh.us or 614.644.6333
Sites and locations: No Cost - (registration begins at 12:30 pm) NEW LOCATION; December 1 Mt. Vernon Nazarene University; Topics - CTE FCS Program Renewal Process; End of Course Assessments; Articulated College Credit for FCS courses; FCCLA Update Please go to the SAFE Account on the ODE Website and register for an account if you have not already done so. All registration options can be found once you click on "Event Search" and only put in keyword search: fcs. Please do not put in a date, location or title of event.
Ohio FCCLA 
It is time to register for STAR Events and Skill Events Regional Competitions which will take place in February and 1st week of March.  The Regional Registration Deadline is December 15, 2011 without late fees.  Late registration is open from December 16- January 15 with a $10 additional late fee per event .  The information is attached for Regional Competitions this year as well as Registration Form in Word Interactive format.  The Registration Form will be posted on the Websites- www.ohiofccla.com , www.ohiofccla.org and www.ohiofcclaadviser.com .  If you have any questions, please contact me at pofarago@aol.com 

FCCLA is pleased to announce the next chapter in the  Adviser Essentials Webinar Series - Focus on Programs.    The fee per webinar is $25.00 and PDUs will be provided.  
Over the few months, we will be presenting the following webinar in the Focus on Programs series:
December 7, 2011 - Financial Fitness and Scholarships - 5 PM EST - $25.oo

Ohio FCCLA Adviser Consultants. Do your students want to be involved with FCCLA while in college?  Ohio FCCLA announces Post Secondary FCCLA.  Students in universities and culinary schools may now become post secondary members.  National dues are $15 and state dues are $10.  Please read the attached information.  Ohio will be able to send 3 Post Secondary Culinary Teams, 3 Early Childhood, 3 Teach and Train and 3 Advocacy to National Post Secondary Competition. Postsecondary Section of the national FCCLA website – www.fcclainc.org. For moreinformation, contact starevents@fcclainc.org. Event guidelines will be published in the Pilot.
Trainings:

HandsOn Central Ohio  in Columbus knows that a strong nonprofit sector is key to a healthy community. We offer a variety of trainings and consultation services to assist nonprofit organizations increase their effectiveness and enhance their capacity to deliver high-quality services. Our trainings address topics of interest to nonprofits at an economical tuition rate that fits nonprofit budgets. For a detailed training description, dates of trainings, fees and to register, visit http://www.handsoncentralohio.org/public/training/trainings.php.
Columbus Mediation Services Trainings CMS provides PERSONAL CONFLICT RESOLUTION and MEDIATION TRAINING workshops ranging from 6 to 40 hours in length to educators, legal, mental health and business professionals as well as youth, parents, schools, employees, and neighborhood groups. (Continuing education credit is available for most professionals. See Fee Schedule.)
State agencies offer webinar series to combat bullying and improve school climate ODE has joined several other state agencies to form the Ohio Anti-Harassment, Anti-Intimidation and Anti-Bullying (Anti-HIB) Initiative. They are sponsoring a series of one-hour webinars during the current school year. 
 School professionals, parents and community-support personnel are encouraged to participate in each session, which will be presented by experts from each sponsoring agency on topics including: policy implementation and supports; cyber safety; legal ramifications; school-wide interventions; teen dating violence prevention; and girl aggression. In addition to ODE, speakers will represent the Attorney General, eTech Ohio, the Ohio Domestic Violence Network and the departments of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services Health, and Mental Health. 

 Each webinar is open to the first 100 participants, with registration open 30 minutes before each program. In addition, the webinars will be recorded and posted the same day on this Web page for viewing at a later time. Please direct any questions to Jill Jackson at jill.jackson@ode.state.oh.us or (614) 466-9540.

Eradicate Hiv  Over 3,000 participants, including 30 world leaders, senior officials, representatives of international organizations, religious organizations, civil society and people living with HIV, came together in New York, recently to attend the High level meeting on HIV/AIDS held at the United Nations (UN) Headquarters.

USEP-OHIO thanks Director Donna Collins ohioartseducation@gmail.com, Ohio Alliance for Arts Education (www.OAAE.net). and Joan Platz for content re advocacy. Contact us at usepohio@usepohio.com .  Visit our website www.USEP-OHIO.com  with questions, comments, Parent Tips for parents, grandparents and teachers and much more! 
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