USEP-OHIO E-update November 14, 2011

Dear Friends of USEP-OHIO, Educators, Advocates, Parents and Professionals,

Just after an election we take stock and refocus and look for the challenges ahead. Stay informed in order to make good decisions that affect your lives and the lives of our children.
Included in this E-Update: 

Reports on the outcomes of the elections in Ohio, the November meeting of the Ohio Board of Education, the 150th Birthday of the Ohio Statehouse, News from Washington including reports on the proposal for a new office on Early Learning, Campaign Finance, and on the (ESEA)Elementary and Secondary Education Reauthorization Act. Special Reports include Ohio results and references to  USDOE assessments of reading and math 2011 and Assessments of Readiness for College and Careers.

A Brookings Institute policy paper entitled "The Re-Emergence of Concentrated Poverty” tells news of Ohio. The report identifies Toledo, Youngstown-Warren-Boardman, and Dayton among the cities with the greatest increases in concentrated poverty. Toledo tops the list with a 15.3 percent concentrated poverty rate change; Youngstown-Warren-Boardman have a 14.3 percent rate change; and Dayton a 9.9 percent rate change.  The report is available.
Cindy McKay, Executive Director, USEP-OHIO, Inc.
Ohio Education News:

The 129th Ohio General Assembly:
The Ohio House and Senate will hold sessions and committee hearings this week.

Newest Senator Takes Oath:  John Eklund (Chardon) took the oath of office last week in the Ohio Senate to serve as the new Senator representing the 18th Senate District.  He replaces Senator Tim Grendell, who was appointed Geauga County Probate/Juvenile Court judge by Governor Kasich.

More Members Leaving the House:  The Democratic and Republican caucuses in the Ohio House will be replacing two members in January 2012. Representatives Timothy DeGeeter and Richard Hollington were elected to other offices on November 8, 2011 and will be leaving the Ohio House at the end of 2011.

Organizations Discuss Tax Expenditures: The Senate Ways & Means & Economic Development Committee, chaired by Senator Schaffer, received presentations on November 10, 2011 about tax deductions, exemptions, and credits, known as tax expenditures, from Greg Lawson, the Buckeye Institute for Public Policy Solutions, Jon Honeck, the Center for Community Solutions,  and Gene Krebs,the Greater Ohio Policy Center.

According to an article entitled "Tax loopholes undergo renewed scrutiny: Officials examining ways to cut superfluous breaks, reclaim revenue" by Jay Miller, (Crain's Cleveland Business, October 24, 2011) the three organizations are advocating that 20 of 128 tax expenditures in the Ohio Tax Code be eliminated. Eliminating these loop holes could raise $300 million in tax revenue for the state. Among the list of tax expenditures targeted by the organizations are an exclusion from sales tax for flight simulators ($3.2 million); a sales tax cap on the purchase of fractional ownership in multimillion-dollar aircraft ($2 million); $36.5 million sales tax exemption for the purchase of catalogs used by retailers; an $11.7 million exemption for magazines bought by subscription; and more. The article is available.

The three organizations are also sponsoring a conference in Columbus on December 8, 2011 entitled "Across the Spectrum: The Future of Ohio and the Path to Prosperity". More information is available.

Deductions for Student Scholarships Reported-Out of Committee:  The Senate Ways & Means & Development Committee, chaired by Senator Schaffer, reported-out amended HB167 (Derickson) School Grant Deductions on November 10, 2011.  The bill authorizes an income tax deduction for the otherwise taxable portion of a federal Pell grant or Ohio College Opportunity grant used to pay room and board for a post-secondary student.

Election Results and Outcomes

Ohio voters sent a mixed message on November 8, 2011, defeating two and approving one of the three statewide issues, defeating most school levies for new-money, but also approving more levies for libraries and human services.
According to the Secretary of State's web site, 46 percent of eligible voters participated in the election.  Voters rejected State Issue 1 (a constitutional amendment to increase maximum age for judges) and Issue 2 (a referendum on SB5 (Jones) collective bargaining reform), but approved State Issue 3, a constitutional amendment that opposes implementation of parts of the federal Affordable Care Act.  According to the Ohio School Boards Association's unofficial results, 94 of 187 school issues (50 percent) were approved. Most renewal levies (42 out of 44) and permanent improvement levies (19 of 21) were approved, but only 20 out of 87 new tax levies for operating expenses were approved, and only five of 21 construction issues were approved. Information about school levies is available

.This Week at the Ohio Statehouse

Tuesday, November 15, 2011
Senate Education Committee: The Senate Education Committee, chaired by Senator Lehner, will meet at 9:30 AM in the South Hearing Room.  The committee will receive testimony on the following bills: 

· SB220 (Sawyer) Interdistrict Open Enrollment:  Requires a study of interdistrict open enrollment, and repeals sections of the Revised Code effective July 1, 2015; terminates interdistrict open enrollment on that date with the possibility of renewal following the study's findings. 

· HB96 (Celeste/Brenner) Dyslexia:  Specifies dyslexia as a specific learning disability and requires a pilot project to provide early screening and intervention services for children with dyslexia. 

· HB157 (Schuring) Teacher Development on Dyslexia:  Authorizes educational service centers to provide teacher professional development on dyslexia.

Wednesday, November 16, 2011
House Ways and Means: The House Ways and Means Committee, chaired by Representative Beck, will meet at 3:30 PM in Hearing Room 114. The committee will receive testimony on HB242 (Brenner/Patmon) Tax Credits for Nonpublic Schools, which would authorize non-refundable tax credits for donations to nonprofit entities providing scholarships to low-income students enrolling in chartered nonpublic schools.

House Education: The House Education Committee, chaired by Representative Stebelton, will meet at 5:00 PM in Hearing Room 313.  The committee will receive testimony on the following bills: 

· HB205 (Derickson) Hybrid Community Schools:  Permits the establishment of hybrid community schools that provide both remote technology-based and classroom-based instruction. 

· HB375 (Butler) Property Sale by School Districts:  Allows school districts to sell real property to private, nonprofit institutions of higher education. 

· HB219 (McClain) Religious Courses-Public School Students: Permits public school students to attend and receive credit for released time courses in religious instruction conducted off school property during regular school hours.
Statehouse 150th Birthday:  The Ohio Statehouse will celebrate its 150th anniversary on November 15, 2011 from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. Construction on the Statehouse began in 1839 and was completed on November 15, 1861. The celebration will include a Capitol Artists Fair; samples of food and wind from Ohio Proud Food and the Ohio Grape Industry Committee; the unveiling of the Ohio Civil War Governors portraits on display in the Rotunda; tours; and the cake-cutting at noon in the Rotunda.  The events are free and open the public.

Individuals and groups participating in the ceremony include, Civil War musician, Steve Ball; Linda Cotter's fourth grade students from St. Marys Elementary School; and the Licking County Jazz Band from Licking Valley High School.

More information is available.

News from Washington
ESEA Re-authorization:  The U.S. Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee, chaired by Senator Harkin, conducted a roundtable discussion, "Beyond NCLB:  Views on the Elementary and Secondary Education Re-authorization Act" on November 8, 2011. Stakeholders were asked to speak about a bipartisan proposal to re-authorize the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), also known as No Child Left Behind (Harkin/Enzi). The measure was approved by the committee on October 20, 2011.  This hearing was conducted to accommodate Senator Rand Paul who wanted to hear from more educators about the proposed plan. Senator Harkin has stated his intent to bring the measure before the Senate before the U.S. Department of Education grants state waivers from the current No Child Left Behind Act. However that seems unlikely, considering that the issues that the Senate must address over the next few weeks.  For example, the Senate still hasn't approved spending bills for FY12 (which began on October 1, 2011) and will also have to respond to any recommendations submitted by the "Super Committee" to address the deficit.  Those recommendations are due before Thanksgiving. More information is available. 

New Head Start Regulations Announced:  President Obama and Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius announced on November 9, 2011 that new accountability rules will be implemented for Head Start programs.  The new rules will require Head Start grantees to meet high quality-research based benchmarks for health, safety, fiscal integrity, and school readiness standards in order to receive federal funding, and will require low-performing Head Start grantees to compete for continued federal funding. All Head Start programs will be reviewed for performance and program quality in five-year cycles.  Approximately 1600 Head Start and Early Head Start grantees are receiving federal grants to provide comprehensive child development services to nearly one million children from low-income families. Head Start was re-authorized in 2007 and these rules enforce the provisions of that law. More information is available.
Office of Early Learning Proposed:  The U.S. Department of Education (DOE) announced on November 4, 2011 a proposal to create an Office of Early Learning, which would, among other responsibilities, oversee the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grants and coordinate early learning programs across the Department. The proposal names Senior Advisor for Early Learning, Jacqueline Jones, as head of the new office, which will operate within the Department's Office of Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE). According to Secretary of Education Arne Duncan,  "A dedicated early learning office will institutionalize, elevate and coordinate federal support for high-quality early learning, while enhancing support for state efforts to build high-performing early education systems."

The U.S. DOE administers several programs that provide support for early learning including Title I, IDEA, Promise Neighborhoods, and the Investing in Innovation fund. Further details on staffing and office operations will be available in the coming months.

Senators Seek to Overturn Citizens-United:  Six Senators introduced on November 3, 2011 a resolution in support of a constitutional amendment in the U.S. Senate to restore the ability of Congress to regulate campaign finance system.  The six Senators are Tom Udall (NM), Michael Bennett (CO), Tom Harkin (IA), Dick Durbin (IL), Chuck Schumer (NY), Sheldon Whitehouse (RI), and Jeff Merkeley (OR). The amendment is proposed to counter U.S. Supreme Court decisions that equate money with the First Amendment right to free speech. (Buckley v. Valeo (1979) and Citizens-United v. FEC (2009))

According to Senator Udall, "We believe our campaign finance system should be subject to commonsense regulations that reinforce the spirit of democracy. Our constitutional amendment would allow Congress to get to the root of problem and address the virtually unlimited corporate and special-interest spending in elections."

The amendment would do the following: 

· Authorize Congress to regulate the raising and spending of money for federal political campaigns, including independent expenditures. 

· Allow states to regulate such spending at their level. 

· Not dictate any specific policies or regulations, but instead would allow Congress to pass campaign finance reform legislation that withstands constitutional challenges.\

More information is available.
National Report Card for Reading and Math:

The U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) released on November 1, 2011 "The National Report Card:  Findings for Reading and Mathematics 2011". See OHIO info highlighted.

The report includes information on the results of NAEP assessments administered at grades 4 and 8 in reading and mathematics, to students in public and private schools in the nation as well as public school students in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and the Department of Defense schools.

NAEP results are reported as average scores on a 0-500 scale for each subject and percentages of students at or above three achievement levels: basic, proficient, and advanced.

According to the latest report, student performance has increased in math in both grades and in reading in grade 8 since 2009. 

· Higher percentages of 4th and 8th grade students performed at or above proficient in math, and a higher percentage of eighth-graders performed at or above proficient in reading since 2009. 

· A higher percentage of 4th grade students performed at advanced in math, and a higher percentage of eighth-graders performed at advanced in reading since 2009. 

· The scores in math are the highest to date. 

· Average scores in math and reading in grades 4 and 8 have improved for students in all income levels.

About one half of states showed changes in students' performance. 

· Hawaii was the only state to improve in both subjects and at both grades. 

· The District of Columbia, New Mexico, and Rhode Island were the only other states to improve in math at both grades. 

· Reading scores were higher at both grades in Maryland. 

· Average state scores for math at grade 8 increased in Ohio, but average scores in Ohio remained constant in 4th grade math and in 4th and 8th grade reading.

Students have improved average math scores since 1990 in both the 4th and 8th grades. 

· The proportion of students at or above proficient tripled at 4th grade and more than doubled in the 8th grade since 1990. 

· The average scores for Hispanic students have improved at both grade levels. 

· Average scores in math in the 4th and 8th grades are higher for students not eligible for reduced price lunch.

Unlike math, average scores for reading at grades 4 and 8 have generally stabilized over the years. 

· About one-third of 4th and 8th grade students reached the proficient level in reading. 

· The average scores improved in reading at grade 4 for all racial/ethnic groups since 1992.

Overall scores for students in Ohio were higher than the national average. The average score for 4th grade students in math have remained constant at 244 since 2009. (The national average is 240). The average score for 8th grade students in math is 289, which is an increase from 286 in 2009, and higher than the national average of 283.

The average score in Ohio for 4th grade students in reading decreased to 224 from 225 in 2009.  The national average is 220.  The average reading score for students in 8th grade reading decreased by one point to 268, but was still higher than the national score of 264.
The National Assessment of Educational Progress is the largest nationally representative and continuing assessment of what America's students know and can do in various subject areas.  Some types of assessments go back to the 1970s, but the NAEP assessments in math and reading have been conducted since 1990. NAEP assessments are conducted periodically in math, reading, science, writing, the arts, civics, economics, geography, and U.S. history. The assessments administered are standardized across the nation, and so the results serve as a common metric for all states and selected urban districts. NAEP is overseen by the National Assessment Governing Board, appointed by the U.S. Secretary of Education.  For more information please visit http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/.
State Board of Education to Meet
The State Board of Education, Debe Terhar president meet on November 13-15, 2011 at the Ohio School Boards Association Capital Conference and at the Ohio School for the Deaf.

The Board Books for State Board of Education meetings are now available at the ODE website under "State Board".  These books provide minutes of the committee and board meetings; reports presented to the Board; background information about proposed rules; and more. 

On November 13, 2011 the Achievement, Capacity, and Executive committees met at the Ohio School for the Deaf.
The Achievement Committee, chaired by Angela Thi Bennett discussed a Resolution of Intent to adopt a Physical Education and Wellness Measure for the 2012-13 Local Report Care pursuant to SB210, Healthy Choices for Healthy Children Act; a Resolution of Intent to adopt the Gifted Performance Indicator; and received an update on Early Learning.
The Capacity Committee, chaired by Tom Gunlock, discussed Rules 3301-89-01 to -04, Territory Transfers; the Praxis II tests and qualifying scores; Rules 3301-11-01, -02, -03, and -07 Ed Choice; Rules 3301-24-18 Resident Educator License; and received an update on HB153 and the State Board of Education's requirement to issue an RFP for the establishment of college preparatory boarding schools.
The Executive Committee, chaired by President Debe Terhar, discussed the October retreat.
The State Board of Education will meet on November 14, 2011 at the Ohio School Boards Association Capital Conference in Columbus.
Superintendent Stan Heffner and President Terhar are scheduled to present opening remarks at 9:00 AM.  At 10:30 AM the Legislative and Budget Committee, chaired by C. Todd Jones, will meet to discuss the Federal ESEA platform; receive an update on HB136; and discuss a proposal to add a student to the State Board of Education.
At 12:30 PM the State Board of Education will receive an update about The Ohio Teacher Evaluation System (OTES) presented by Jim Herrholtz, Lori Lofton, and Julia Simmerer.
At 2:00 PM board members will participate in several panel discussions on urban districts, rural districts, and suburban districts.
A 119 Hearing will be conducted at 4:00 PM regarding the following rules: Rule 3301-16-02 Diploma with Honors; Rule 3301-16-03 Community Service Learning Special Certificate; Rule 3301-61-14, Career Tech Education Construction and Equipment Loan Fund.
The State Board of Education will meet on November 15, 2011 at the Ohio School Boards Association Capital Conference in Columbus.
At 9:15 AM the Board will convene its business meeting and receive the report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, including a presentation and discussion on the Assessment Consortium.  The Board will receive public participation on agenda and non agenda items, and vote on the Report and Recommendations of the Superintendent. The Board will then receive reports from board members and adjourn. The Select Committee on Urban Education, chaired by Joe Farmer, will participate in an OSBA panel discussion at 3:45 PM.
The following are the non-personnel resolutions that will be considered at the November 2011 State Board of Education meeting:
#3 Approve a Resolution of Intent to amend Rules 3301-11-01 through -03 and 3301-11-07 of the Administrative Code regarding the Educational Choice Scholarship Pilot Program.
#4 Approve a Resolution of Intent to amend Rules 3301-24-18 of the Ohio Administrative Code entitled Resident Educator License.
#5 Approve a Resolution of Intent to consider confirmation of the Willard City School District's determination of impractical the transportation of certain students attending St. Paul Elementary and St. Paul High School in Norwalk, Ohio.
#6 Approve a Resolution of Intent to adopt a physical education and wellness measure for the 2012-13 Local Report Card.
#7 Approve a Resolution of Intent to adopt a gifted education indicator.
#14 Approve a Resolution to adopt the Ohio Teacher Evaluation System (OTES)
#15 Approve a Resolution to adopt the new Praxis II subject assessment for audiology and associated qualifying score for school audiologist licensure.
News from Ohio Department of Education

ODE Contacts:  The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) has issued another updated contact guide for the ODE.  The new guide is more comprehensive and organized by areas. 

Part 1 of School Rankings Issued:  The ODE released on November 10, 2011 a preliminary list of school districts and schools ranked according to their performance index scores (PI) to partially meet the requirements outlined in HB153 (Amstutz), the biennial budget bill.  The ODE is required to publish by September 2012 a list that ranks schools and districts by the performance index, the amount of money devoted to classroom instruction, and opportunities provided for gifted students. The ODE is also required to develop another measure of student academic performance in addition to the performance index, so that all school districts and school buildings can accurately be compared.

The performance index score is based on the levels that students achieve on Ohio Achievement Assessments in grades 3-8 and on the 10th grade Ohio Graduation Test. The levels are advanced, accelerated, proficient, basic and limited. The percentage of students scoring at each performance level is calculated and then multiplied by the point value assigned to that performance level.  The points earned for each performance level are totaled to determine each schools performance index score, where applicable.
The ODE has published the rankings organized by school buildings; all districts; traditional districts only; high schools; middle schools; elementary schools; and community schools.

Not all schools are included in the rankings because they either serve students in untested grades; are not part of the state's accountability system; are joint vocational school districts with students from different communities; or have fewer than 10 tested students. The department is developing rules for how to rank those schools.

The rankings are available.
New Poverty Measure Released

The U.S. Census Bureau released on November 7, 2011 a new measure for poverty to complement the official measure and provide more information about federal programs for the poor.  The new measure will provide a more comprehensive picture of the effects of housing, child care, and daily costs on families.  It takes into account spending on basic necessities of food, clothing, shelter, and utilities, while also factoring into the calculation for determining poverty expenses for child care and medical bills; regional differences in the cost of living; alternative types of family structure; if a family rents or owns a home; income after required expenses; in-kind benefits, etc.

Using the new measure, the national poverty rate increased from 14.5 percent to 15.3 percent for 2009, but decreased for children, from 21.2 percent to 17.3 percent.  The new measure still shows that the poverty is increasing for children, but the new measure now factors-in support from social services for children, such as health care and school breakfast programs.

Information about the new poverty measure is available.

Readiness for College and Careers
The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) released on November 9, 2011 Model Content Frameworks that will be used to inform the development of item specifications and blueprints for K-12 assessments in English and math.  The frameworks were created through a collaborative process that included state experts and writers of the Common Core State Standards and incorporate nearly 1,000 individual comments from K-12 educators, principals, superintendents, higher education faculty, school board members, parents, and students. The model frameworks will be used to support states and districts as they develop their own curriculum based on the Common Core State Standards, and serve as a bridge between the Common Core State Standards and the PARCC assessment system.
PARCC is an alliance of states working to develop common assessments to ensure that all students graduate from high school college- and career-ready. PARCC's work is funded through a four-year, $185 million dollar grant from the U.S. Department of Education. Partners include about 200 higher education institutions and systems that will help develop the high school component of the new assessment and student readiness indicator. PARCC is led by its member states and managed by Achieve, Inc. For more information, visit http://www.parcconline.org.

Report on Civic Investment in Education available
The Winter 2012 Issue of Voices for Urban Education (VUE) is entitled "Civic Investment in Public Education". The Annenberg Institute for School Reform collaborated with the Public Education Network (PEN) to publish this issue, which grew out of the work of the National Commission on Civic Investment in Public Education, which was convened by PEN in 2009, and the Commission's report, "An Appeal to All Americans" (Washington, D.C:  Public Education Network, 2011).

According to the authors civic investment includes more than providing funding for the community's public schools. It means becoming informed about the responsibilities, challenges, and accomplishments of public schools; putting in time by tutoring, mentoring, or volunteering to help a school or district; and getting political by working for school board candidates, supporting issues, running for office, etc.

The economic downturn and the budget shortfalls at the state and local levels have reduced funding for public schools at the worst time possible, when communities, families, and children are depending on education institutions, as "engines of opportunities", to adequately prepare students for a better future.  In order to sustain public schools, many communities are creating tax exempt nonprofit organizations, referred to as public education funds (PEFs), to provide external support to the schools and/or districts and to support whole-school and system reform. In 2007, for example, researcher Erwin de Leon found that 19,000 organizations devoted to supporting public education spent $4.3 billion, and 2,147 of those organizations were classified as public education funds.

This issue of VUE examines public education funds; how they are supporting public schools; how they are evolving; and the challenges (including public policy challenges) that they face. The issue includes the following articles: 

· A Charge to Our Leaders and to the American People:  Redouble Investment in Public Schools by Warren Simmons -The National Commission for Civic Investment in Public Education by Wendy Puriefoy -Reaffirming the Dream:  The Case for Civic Investment by Richard W. Riley and Linda Darling-Hammond 

· Ensuring Public Trust:  Standards for Local Education Funds and Public Education Funds -Toward a Twenty-First-Century Education System by S. Paul Reville -A Story of Civic Investment in Public Education by Susan V. Berresford; The Right Funds for Reinvestment by Erwin De Leon -Community Support for Public Education in an Environment of Growing Demands and Shrinking Resources by Barbara Bartle -Community Engagement in Bridgeport by Margaret Hiller -A failure of Philanthropy:  American Charity Shortchanges the Poor and Public Policy is Partly to Blame by Rob Reich -Smart Education Systems:  Community-Centered School Reform by Warren Simmons.

The issue is available.

Events and Resources
Ohio Cyberspace Safety Contest:  Ohio Attorney General Mike Dewine's office is accepting student entries for the "2011 Take Action Video Contest" to promote Internet safety. Pupils in grades 9-12 must produce a 60-second video that encourages other students to protect themselves from scams and deceptive advertisements in cyberspace. Entrants must focus their message on one of these topics: 

· Read the fine print 

· Free isn't always free 

· Too good to be true? It probably is 

· Research before you buy 

· Guard your personal information

The video must encourage viewers to report consumer fraud to the Ohio Attorney General's Office by calling 800-282-0515 or visiting www.OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov/ConsumerComplaint.

The top three winners will receive $2,500, $1,500 and $1,000 scholarships, respectively. The deadline for submission is December 15, 2011. More information is available.
You have told us you need tools for communicating effectively with the families of students from many cultures.  We have a new page on our website devoted to sharing information and tips that may help to understand and be understood.

Please go to http://www.usep-ohio.com/ResourcesPage.html  or click on the following link to go directly to the document.  http://www.usep-ohio.com/documents/One_World_Cultural_Cues_and_Clues.doc    

Join the 2-1-1 Emergency Volunteer Team in Central Ohio
The 2-1-1 Emergency Volunteer Team answers calls to HandsOn Central Ohio’s 2-1-1 call center in the event of a disaster. During an emergency, citizens of Franklin County are instructed to call 2-1-1 for information; this team will work to supplement our regular 2-1-1 staff and handle the increased call volume.Interested in more? HandsOn Central Ohio also offers bi-monthly disaster preparedness trainings so that community members can stay as prepared as possible.
To join one of our volunteer teams, visit: handsoncentralohio.org/vol​unteer. Search Volunteer Reception Center Team or 2-1-1 Emergency Volunteer Team. Or, for more information, call contact Shellie Bensman, disaster preparedness coordinator, at 614-221-6766 or sbensman@handsoncentralohio.org.
More Volunteer opportunities - Interested in being a foster grandparent? As a volunteer in the Foster Grandparent Program you'll receive a stipend, insurance benefits, and, best of all, the satisfaction of helping shape tomorrow's youth. You may volunteer 15 to 40 hours per week-it's up to you. There are no education or experience requirements, and you can choose to work with children from infancy through elementary school. For more information, contact Shryiell Owens, (614) 221-6766 ext 157 or  email sowens@handsoncentralohio.org  or look for the foster grandparent program in your area.
Conflict Resolution Education:

Free Classes available from Community Mediation Services in Central Ohio.   Contact Joe Ridder at 614 228 7191.
 

Certificate Program in Conflict Management and Peace Studies Core Courses can be applied towards the Social and Behavioral Science degree requirements for any degree.  Introduction to Peace and Conflict Studies  (East, West, and Metro Campus)  Conflict Management Skills Class (East and West Campus),  Implementing Peace Studies and Conflict Management Theories and Practices with Service Learning (Independent Study) Call 216-987-3075 to register at CCC.  
 Sustained Dialogue Campus Network - Student-run and Student-lead at East/West and Metro Campus
Interested in helping to help the college create a safe and supportive learning environment for all students?  Interested in learning important conflict management skills transferable to all disciplines?  Find out more http://www.tri-c.edu/enrichment/communityservices/GRIC/Pages/SustainedDialogue.aspx
Exhibit - Photographic Images: A Local to Global Perspective, Critical issues affecting our planet and its people, West Campus and East Campus Library.  Global Issues Resource Center and students involved in the Tri-C Conflict Management and Peace Studies  certificate program share their peacebuilding experiences at a local to global level in Asia, Africa, the Americas, and the Middle East.

Contact: Jennifer Batton, M.A. Director, Global Issues Resource Center and Library, Cuyahoga Community College
Jennifer.Batton@tri-c.edu
Guide Released for Engaging Adolescents in Arts Education:  The National Guild for Community Arts Education, with support from the NAMM Foundation, released a guide entitled "Engaging Adolescents: Building Youth Participation in the Arts".  The guide was informed by a panel that included experts on youth development and the arts, and describes how to increase teen participation in the arts by infusing youth development practices into out-of-school time arts education programs; how to increase the effectiveness of existing programs; and how to develop new programs to engage adolescents.

The guide includes national models that address the developmental needs of adolescents, and practical advice for developing and sustaining arts programs that not only foster artistic skill development, but help teens build life skills, self-efficacy, and a sense of belonging.  It also includes references and web links to literature and other resources useful to arts education organizations seeking to connect with teens.

 For more information please visit http://www.nationalguild.org/new/new.htm
See this Website for information on road safety worldwide.  Decade of Action for Road Safety.  From Beijing to Nairobi, to Mexico City to Washington, DC, there were amazing and diverse launches around the globe.  See www.decadeofaction.org for some worldwide photos.  And here in the U.S. states and territories, we had exciting events in 30 cities! Congratulations on a wonderful start to this worldwide recognition! 

Contact: Bella Dinh-Zarr <dinhzarr@dinhzarr.org> 
Webinars available live and banked for later listening – Free.  Go to the Urban Institute website http://www.urban.org/ for access to Chapin Hall video conferences on a host of topics including Parenting, Families, Immigrant issues, Extending Foster Care to Age 21, and a lot more. University of Chicago. November 1st look for Responding to Students Affected by Trauma.  You may electronically attend, or listen later.

Children and youth who experience trauma such as maltreatment are often involved with multiple systems in the public sector, including foster care, education, and juvenile justice. Register for the live webcast 
Education Week – Fall 2011 Issue Building the Digital District . There are numerous topics included charting the way for digital education availability and ways to make it happen in your district.  MoreFree Live Webinars Models of Blended Learning: What Works for Your District Available "on demand" any time 24 hours after the event.  Free registration is now open. Boosting Literacy with Effective Reading Comprehension "on demand" 24 hours after event.  Free registration is now open.  REPORT: Diplomas Count: Beyond High School, Before Baccalaureate Read the full report online, order the complete print or digital edition, and view the livestream of the event where the report findings are announced! As the 2011 graduation season arrives, many high school students are contemplating what pathway they will choose as they enter the next phase of their lives.  The latest edition of Diplomas Count, titled Beyond High School, Before Baccalaureate: Meaningful Alternatives to a Four-Year Degree, explores how understanding the link between learning and a career becomes more critical than ever for high school students preparing to graduate. Diplomas Count reconsiders the "college for all" movement and examines alternative postsecondary options. Plus, this annual benchmarking research report provides nationwide data on graduation rates, finally moving up. Teacher Evaluation New for 2011! Explore the complicated issue of assessing teacher performance and efforts to improve teacher evaluation.  Religion in Schools Take a look at the growing debate about the role of religion in schools, including the teaching of evolution, religion in textbooks, and school choice.
Ohio Association for the Education of Young Children Webcasts/Training presented by Early Care & Education National Experts Click here for all webcasts & registration details!
WEBCASTS DELIVER:FINGER TIP LEARNING:education brought to YOU and YOUR computer 
at YOUR convenience APPROVED PROFESSIONAL CREDIT: ODJFS In-Service, CDA, 
Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities Pending Credit Approval: IACET Education and Social Work CEUs
Click on one of the links below for a 3 minute webcast sample featuring Alice Sterling Honig discussing temperaments in young children. Enhanced View or Compatible View
NAEYC The National Association for the Education of young Children, invites you Join Us for a Free, Online Q&A on Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) 
Join Carol Copple, Sue Bredekamp, and Janet Gonzalez-Mena for an online discussion on developmentally appropriate practice from October 10-14.   Full story >>
ODE Updates: 

Ohio Resident Educator Program Update
Recently, ODE notified Resident Educator (RE) program coordinators that registration for Resident Educators will be open from Sept.1 through Nov.15, 2011. If your program coordinator did not receive an email, please ensure that he/she is assigned the role of "Coordinator-Resident Educator Program" in the Ohio Educational Directory System (OEDS).  

 

To be registered for the RE Program, teachers must hold a resident educator license, alternative resident educator license or a one-year out-of-state license. Please note that any individual who currently holds a valid two-year provisional license, but needs to obtain a four-year Resident Educator license, is eligible for a license fee adjustment.

 

Additionally, new resource documents, including a Principal Orientation PowerPoint, are available on the Resident Educator Web page.  Submit inquiries about the Ohio Resident Educator Program to REProgram@ode.state.oh.us  
  
Check out references for Family and Consumer Sciences information:

www.oatfacs.org  and www.oafcs.org Have you checked out the "Our Ohio" Teacher's Lounge? Our Ohio Teacher's Lounge at http://ourohio.org/
Critical Meetings for Family and Consumer Sciences (FCS)

GRADS Fall Meeting December 2,  2011 at  the Delaware area Career Center.  Details at www.oatfacs.org or contact maryjo.kohl@ode.state.oh.us   
Registration for the FCS Regional Meetings can be found in STARS on the ODE website. Please use the keyword search FCS. Cost: free.  CEU's will be provided Registration deadlines: the day before the event.  Walk-ins will be accepted. Room capacity is 100 at most locations  Maps of the event can be found when registering on STARS  Registration begins at 12:30  Meeting 1:00 - 3:00 meeting registration begins at 1:00 and meeting will be from 1:30 -3:30.  Registration begins at 12:30.  Directions for registering for FCS Regional Meeting, or contact Mary Jo Kohl for link to registration directions. maryjo.kohl@ode.state.oh.us or 614.644.6333
Sites and locations: No Cost - (registration begins at 12:30 pm) NEW LOCATION; December 1 Mt. Vernon Nazarene University; Topics - CTE FCS Program Renewal Process; End of Course Assessments; Articulated College Credit for FCS courses; FCCLA Update Please go to the SAFE Account on the ODE Website and register for an account if you have not already done so. All registration options can be found once you click on "Event Search" and only put in keyword search: fcs. Please do not put in a date, location or title of event.
State agencies offer webinar series to combat bullying and improve school climate  ODE has joined several other state agencies to form the Ohio Anti-Harassment, Anti-Intimidation and Anti-Bullying (Anti-HIB) Initiative. They are sponsoring a series of one-hour webinars during the current school year. 
 

School professionals, parents and community-support personnel are encouraged to participate in each session, which will be presented by experts from each sponsoring agency on topics including: policy implementation and supports; cyber safety; legal ramifications; school-wide interventions; teen dating violence prevention; and girl aggression. In addition to ODE, speakers will represent the Attorney General, eTech Ohio, the Ohio Domestic Violence Network and the departments of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services Health, and Mental Health. 

 

Each webinar is open to the first 100 participants, with registration open 30 minutes before each program. In addition, the webinars will be recorded and posted the same day on this Web page for viewing at a later time. Please direct any questions to Jill Jackson at jill.jackson@ode.state.oh.us or (614) 466-9540.

Ohio FCCLA FCCLA is pleased to announce the next chapter in the  Adviser Essentials Webinar Series - Focus on Programs.    The fee per webinar is $25.00 and PDUs will be provided.  
Over the few months, we will be presenting the following webinar in the Focus on Programs series:
December 7, 2011 - Financial Fitness and Scholarships - 5 PM EST - $25.oo

Ohio FCCLA Adviser Consultants. Do your students want to be involved with FCCLA while in college?  Ohio FCCLA announces Post Secondary FCCLA.  Students in universities and culinary schools may now become post secondary members.  National dues are $15 and state dues are $10.  Please read the attached information.  Ohio will be able to send 3 Post Secondary Culinary Teams, 3 Early Childhood, 3 Teach and Train and 3 Advocacy to National Post Secondary Competition. Postsecondary Section of the national FCCLA website – www.fcclainc.org. For moreinformation, contact starevents@fcclainc.org. Event guidelines will be published in the Pilot.  
Ohio FCCLA announces the Student Leadership Summit will be held at Fort Rapids Water Park on December 2 and 3.  It will take place only the evening of December 2 so that students will not miss school and all day on December 3.

Chapters may select teams of 1 to 4 members to attend.  The number of teams is limited by space.  The application due November.  Teams will be trained in Student Leadership Challenge, service learning and be introduced to new partnerships in the area of childhood obesity- Cooking Together, Cooking Forever and Share Our Strength.  All peer leaders will plan projects in their local schools. Ohio FCCLA received two grants to implement this Student Leadership Summit- Best Buy and Youth Service America.  Some cost will be supplemented by the grants.  The cost will vary from $45 up depending on number of participants per room.   Participants will have option to stay 1 or 2 nights.Please read the attachment for details and application.  If you have any questions, email Paulette, pofarago@aol.com .  The address of the hotel is: Fort Rapids Indoor Waterpark Resort
4560 Hilton Corporate Drive ,Columbus, OH 43232.  For more details and map, go to http://www.fortrapids.com/public/map.cfm.Contact Paulette Farago, State Adviser for more information.  Paulette Farago <paulette.farago@ode.state.oh.us>
Trainings:

HandsOn Central Ohio  in Columbus knows that a strong nonprofit sector is key to a healthy community. We offer a variety of trainings and consultation services to assist nonprofit organizations increase their effectiveness and enhance their capacity to deliver high-quality services. Our trainings address topics of interest to nonprofits at an economical tuition rate that fits nonprofit budgets. For a detailed training description, dates of trainings, fees and to register, visit http://www.handsoncentralohio.org/public/training/trainings.php.
Columbus Mediation Services Trainings CMS provides PERSONAL CONFLICT RESOLUTION and MEDIATION TRAINING workshops ranging from 6 to 40 hours in length to educators, legal, mental health and business professionals as well as youth, parents, schools, employees, and neighborhood groups. (Continuing education credit is available for most professionals. See Fee Schedule.)
Eradicate Hiv  Over 3,000 participants, including 30 world leaders, senior officials, representatives of international organizations, religious organizations, civil society and people living with HIV, came together in New York, recently to attend the High level meeting on HIV/AIDS held at the United Nations (UN) Headquarters.

USEP-OHIO thanks Director Donna Collins ohioartseducation@gmail.com, Ohio Alliance for Arts Education (www.OAAE.net). and Joan Platz for content re advocacy. Contact us at usepohio@usepohio.com .  Visit our website www.USEP-OHIO.com  with questions, comments, Parent Tips for parents, grandparents and teachers and much more! 
 
END November 14, 2011 USEP-OHIO E-Update
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