USEP-OHIO E-update November 1, 2011
Dear Friends of USEP-OHIO, Educators, Advocates, Parents and Professionals,
USEP-OHIO encourages all citizens to pay attention to the important new trends and issues that affect our children, our lives and our schools.  Be sure to be a prepared voter.  Look to dependable sources for information about exercising your vote as an informed citizen.  Vote and encourage others to exercise their right to vote! 

Included in this E-Update:
News from the State Board of Education meeting and Retreat, the pre-election schedule in the General Assembly, a plan from President Obama for Repayment of Student Loans, a report noting how budget cuts are affecting Ohio and Four other states, and another noting concerns about the management of virtual schools. 

Cindy McKay, Executive Director, USEP-OHIO, Inc.
129th Ohio General Assembly

The Ohio House and Senate are not scheduled to meet this week.  The House and Senate Education committees are also not scheduled to meet this week.

Senate Committee Changes:  Senate President Tom Niehaus made some changes in minority membership of some Senate committees last week. Senator Joe Schiavoni will replace Senator Charleta Tavares on the Senate Education Committee;  Senator Eric Kearney will replace Senator Edna Brown on the Senate Agriculture, Environment and Natural Resources Committee;  Senators Kearney and Skindell will serve on the Senate Judiciary Committee, replacing Senator Schiavoni; and Senator Nina Turner was appointed ranking minority member of the Senate State and Local Government and Veterans Affairs Committee.

Changes in House Schedule:  House Speaker William Batchelder revised the House calendar.  Sessions for November 9 and 30, 2011 have been canceled.  Sessions are still scheduled for November 15, 16, and 29, 2011 and December 6, 7, 13, and 14, 2011.

November 8, 2011 Ballot Issues:  According to the Secretary of State's web site, voters in all 88 counties will be considering local ballot issues in addition to the state-wide issues on the November 8, 2011 ballot. The total number of issues appearing on the ballot is 1,734 and includes the following: 

· 7 bond issues (6 are school issues) 

· 1,009 tax issues (142 are school issues) 

· 333 local liquor options 

· 15 combination questions:  14 are school bond issues with a tax levy and 1 is a school income tax with a bond issue 

· 370 miscellaneous questions:  112 electric aggregation questions; 11 gas aggregation questions; 165 charter amendments; 9 zoning amendments; 57 tax changes (21 are school issues); 16 miscellaneous questions.

More information about the ballot issues on the November 8, 2011 ballot is available.
Ohio Education News:

Special Report on Ohio Board of Education meeting and Retreat

The State Board of Education, Debe Terhar president, held a business meeting/retreat on October 9-11, 2011 at the Ohio School for the Deaf, 500 Morse Road, Columbus, OH.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2011

The Executive, Achievement, and Capacity committees, and Select Committee on Urban Education met on October 9, 2011.

The Executive Committee, chaired by Deb Terhar, received a presentation on student achievement and Ohio's rating system for school districts (the Local Report Card) by Board member Tom Gunlock. According to Mr. Gunlock, the presentation was made available by the Ohio Association for Gifted Children.

The presentation shows that although student achievement has improved in Ohio, Ohio's accountability system often masks the actual achievement of students for some schools/districts, and as a result does not provide the public with the facts to ensure that all students in the state achieve at the highest levels.

For example, the number of school districts that are rated excellent/excellent with distinction has increased to 352, but some of these districts have achieved this status as a result of certain adjustments in the rating system rather than actual student achievement.  When the ratings of some excellent school districts are examined more closely 53 excellent school districts met expected value added growth in all grades 4-8 in both math and reading, but 41 did not meet expected value added growth. There were 47 school districts in which value added growth in math fell below expectations and 36 school districts in which value added growth fell below expectations in reading.

The presentation also shows that when compared with other measures of student achievement such as ACT scores, number of honors diplomas awarded, college remediation rates, or number of gifted students served, the students in some excellent/excellent with distinction school districts are not achieving at the highest levels.

ACT scores range from 1-36 and the average statewide ACT score in Ohio was 21.8.  However, ACT scores for school districts rated excellent with distinction ranged from 20-26; ACT scores for excellent districts ranged from 18-26; and ACT scores for effective school districts ranged from 16-23.

Under 10 percent of students in excellent school districts received an honors diploma and for the class of 2009 43 percent of students in excellent/excellent with distinction were required to take remedial classes in college.

Between 1991-1999 opportunities for gifted students in schools was consistent, and then services for gifted students decreased so that in 2009-10 19 percent of identified gifted students were being served. From 2007-2010 gifted services were reduced in 348 school districts, and 52 school districts do not offer gifted services.

220 school districts rated excellent serve less than 20 percent of gifted students; 85 districts rated excellent provided no services for gifted students; and 205 excellent school districts decreased services for gifted students in the past three years.

According to Mr. Gunlock, Ohio should "...create an accountability system that is accurate, is fair, and accounts for all students; utilize metrics that are less easily manipulated, set high expectations, include measures that go beyond mere proficiency; eliminate disincentives for providing appropriate learning experiences for students who are above proficient; make information about ratings understandable and useful to parents and the general public..."

Members of the Executive Committee approved a motion to assign this issue to the Achievement Committee to review, and further requested that the information be reviewed by the Ohio Department of Education staff, and include information about charter schools.

The Capacity committee, chaired by Tom Gunlock, addressed the following: 

· Amended and approved a resolution of intent to adopt Rules 3301-101-10-13 for the Jon Peterson Special Education Scholarship program.  An amendment was made to change the word "encouraged" to "shall" regarding the involvement of private providers in the evaluation of Individual Education Plans. The rules also reflect the suggestions made in September to require providers to demonstrate fiscal soundness, modeled after the autism scholarship program, and require services to be located and provided in Ohio. 

· Amended and approved a resolution of intent to adopt Rules 3301-44-03 for Post Secondary Enrollment Options.  The rules were amended to allow students to participate in more than one college at a time. 

· Received a presentation about standards for drop-out recovery schools from Joni Huffman, Director of the Office of Community Schools. 129-HB153 requires the State Board of Education to adopt standards for dropout recovery schools by July 1, 2012. Dropout recovery schools are defined as any community school that enrolls more than half of their students ages 16-21 in a dropout recovery program. There are 350 community schools in Ohio and 74 community schools are considered dropout recovery schools. More than half of these schools (53 percent) are rated in academic emergency and watch, and are exempt from closure, because they have a waiver as a dropout recovery school. These schools serve 15,000 students.

The presentation reviewed the history of the development of standards for dropout recovery schools.  The State Board of Education approved "Standards for Dropout Recovery Schools" in 2008, but these standards were never approved by the General Assembly.  These standards were based on three measures:  completion; academic growth; and sustained student enrollment.

A proposed timeline for adopting the new standards was presented to the committee. The Office of Community Schools will be working with stakeholders to develop recommendations for standards, and return to the Capacity Committee in January 2012 to present a draft.  The recommendations will be presented to the full board in March 2012, and adopted in April 2012.  The timeline will enable the General Assembly to consider them before its June 2012 recess.

Approved a resolution of intent to adopt the Praxis II tests and qualifying scores for persons seeking a license in audiology.

Approved a resolution to adopt the Ohio Teacher Evaluation Framework. 

The presentation included information about the number of school districts and community schools (139) that have agreed to participate in the pilot program to implement the framework and a teacher evaluation model, and provide feedback to improve the model.

The State Board of Education is required to adopt a teacher evaluation framework by December 31, 2011, and all local boards of education are required to adopt a teacher evaluation policy by July 1, 2013. (But, the policy does not have to go into effect for non Race to the Top Schools until after the current contract with teachers expires.) This requirement does not apply to community schools that are not participating in Race to the Top.

The policy must include an annual review of teachers based on four levels of achievement (accomplished, proficient, developing, and ineffective), and must be used to inform decisions about teachers. (If a teacher is rated accomplished, he/she does not have to be rated every year.)

The proposed Ohio Teacher Evaluation Framework is composed of the following factors that will determine the teacher's rating:

Student Growth - 50 percent (The ODE continues to work on the details of this component.) Teacher Performance - 30 percent Communication - 10 percent Goal Setting - 10 percent Summative Rating (The ODE continues to work on the details of this component.)

The ODE is currently developing the student growth measure component of the framework, but has identified the following details so far: 

· Teachers with value-added growth measures available.  These are teachers who are teaching subject matter that is currently assessed and has a growth measure.  ODE is working on expanding the grades for which value-added data is available so that more teachers will fall into the first category. 

· Teachers teaching subjects in which the ODE can identify a list of student assessments that are approved to be used as a growth measure. This list will be available before next summer so that school districts can review the list to see if the assessments on the list are appropriate for them. 

· All other teachers.  Most teachers fit into this category.  This means that measuring student growth will need to be done at the district level, but school districts will need guidance, so that there is consistency across the state.

Timeline:  The State Board of Education is required to adopt the Ohio Teacher Evaluation Framework by December 31, 2011.  From February - May 2012 the ODE will share information with districts through webinars and by June 2012 provide full training for participating districts in the pilot.

The Achievement Committee, chaired by Angela Bennett -Tabled until November 2011 a resolution of intent to adopt a Physical Education and Wellness Measure for the 2012-13 Local Report Card required through 128- SB210, Healthy Choices. The measure won't affect the rating on the report card.

Approved a resolution of intent to amend Rule 3301-41-01, Ohio High School Equivalency Diploma.  The rules were amended to align with HB153.

Approved a resolution of intent to adopt a performance indicator for gifted students. The State Board of Education is required, upon the recommendation of the superintendent, to establish a performance indicator reflecting the level of services provided to, and the performance of, students identified as gifted under Chapter 3324 of the Revised Code by December 31, 2011.  The indicator will be used for information purposes only, and will not be factored into the overall rating of a school district.  (Community schools are not included, because they are not required in law to identify or serve gifted students.  However, some community schools offer programs for gifted students and have a special focus on gifted students.)

HB153 also directs the Ohio Department of Education to create a new system for ranking schools and school districts, including a ranking based on the performance of, and opportunities provided to, gifted students.  The ODE is working to develop a management tool to make available more accountability data on gifted students and services and a summative gifted indicator that will convey the quality and performance of gifted education.

Received a presentation from Shasheen Phillips, Senior Executive Director, Center for Curriculum and Assessment, about the implementation of the Ohio Common Core Standards and the status of professional development for teachers.

Received a presentation from Superintendent Heffner about re-evaluating Ohio's Accountability System.

Select Committee on Urban Education chaired by Joe Farmer -Discussed and prepared for the urban panel at the OSBA 2011 Capital Conference, which will be held in November 2011.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2011

On Monday, October 10, 2011 the State Board convened its business meeting at 8:15 AM and called for an executive session.  Following the executive session the State Board considered for approval the report and recommendations of the Superintendent of Public Instruction; considered new business, and adjourned.  The resolutions that the State Board considered are included below.

BOARD RETREAT

The State Board of Education then held a retreat in which members discussed the following questions: 

· What is the policy role of the State Board among the Governor, Legislature, and local school boards? 

· What two or three policy priorities will the State Board of Education focus upon for the next 12 months? 

· How will the State Board of Education hold the Ohio Department of Education accountable through periodic evaluations of the effectiveness of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction?

Superintendent of Public Instruction Stan Heffner opened the discussion by reviewing the questions and challenging Board members to distinguish what the State Board has to do; how the work of the State Board is accomplished; and why the work should be done, or the policy purpose of the work. He encouraged the Board to put more emphasis on the why, and identify two or three topics that the State Board could focus on to significantly change education in Ohio.  For example, currently the State Board is working on college and career readiness; common core standards; educator evaluations; the role of technology in education systems; and a new accountability system. And, Ohio's education system, which consists of traditional public schools, charter schools, voucher programs, STEM schools, and career-technical schools, lacks a coherent and articulate vision for quality.  What is the leadership role of the Board regarding these policy issues?

Board members then continued with group discussion about these issues and developed recommendations.

Resolutions considered by the State Board of Education at their October 2011 Meeting

#4 Referred back to the Capacity Committee:  A Resolution of Intent to Amend Rules 3301-11-01, 3301-11-02, 3301-11-03 AND 3301-11-07 of the Administrative Code regarding the Educational Choice Scholarship Pilot Program. (VOLUME 2, PAGE 11)
#5 Referred back to the Capacity Committee:  A Resolution of Intent to Amend Rules 3301-24-18 of the Administrative Code Entitled Resident Educator License. (VOLUME 2, PAGE 21)
#6 Approved a Resolution of Intent to Amend Rule 3301-41-01 of the Administrative Code entitled Standard for Issuing an Ohio High School Equivalence Diploma (VOLUME 2, PAGE 29)
#7 Approved a Resolution of Intent to Amend Rules 3301-44-03 of the Administrative Code entitled Post Secondary Enrollment Options. (VOLUME 2, PAGE 33)
#8 Approved a Resolution of Intent to Adopt Rules 3301-101-01 TO
3301-101-13 of the Administrative Code regarding the Jon Peterson Special Needs Scholarship Program. (VOLUME 2, PAGE 39)
#9 Approved a Resolution of Intent to Rescind Rules 3301-104-01 through 3301-104-03 of the Administrative Code regarding Expenditures for Pupil Instruction for Internet - or - Computer-based Community Schools (VOLUME 2, PAGE 65)
#10 Referred back to the Achievement Committee: A Resolution of Intent to Adopt A Physical Education and Wellness Measure for the
2012-2013 Local Report Card an Beyond. (VOLUME 2, PAGE 71)
#11 Approved a Resolution of Intent to Adopt The Ohio Teacher Evaluation System (OTES) Framework (VOLUME 2, PAGE 75) Amended the resolution to request testimony from the those schools and districts participating in the pilot study; require the Capacity Committee to re-evaluate the OTES in the spring of 2012 and participate in the development of the 50 percent student growth measures.
#14 Approved a Resolution to Rescind and Adopt Rule 3301-24-04 of the Administrative Code entitled Entry Year. (VOLUME 3, PAGE 1)
#15 Approved a Motion to Appoint Cynthia Johnson as Superintendent for the Ohio State School for the Blind.
#16 Approved a Motion to Appoint William J. Zelei as the Associate Superintendent for the Division of Accountability and Quality Schools.  This Division will oversee school choice, career technical education, the transformation of the Local Report Card and the new ranking system, school improvement, and the new focus on continuous improvement for all schools. The Superintendent, Deputy Superintendent, and two new Associate Superintendents will form the policy team of the ODE.
#17 Approved a Resolution to delegate to the Superintendent of Public Instruction the responsibility to appoint a hearing examiner to act as the State Board of Education's designee to conduct community school enrollment payment hearings. This is not a 119 hearing, but an informal hearing.  The State Board would then receive the recommendation for the Board to decide.
#18 Approved a Resolution to accept the recommendation not to appeal the decision of the Court of Common Pleas in the Mansfield City School District Board of Education vs. the State Board of Education.
#19 New Business:  The President of the Board, Debe Terhar, responded to a request made last month for information about the statutory obligations of the State Board of Education regarding the Ohio State School for the Deaf and the Ohio State School for the Blind. President Terhar will work with Superintendent Heffner to inform the State Board of Education about the issues confronting the state schools for the deaf and blind on a regular basis.
#20 Approved a motion to table indefinitely a request that the State Board of Education direct Board Leadership and the Superintendent of Public Instruction to enter into discussions with the director of the National Association of State Boards of Education about options available to reduce the cost of membership, and report back to the State Board of Education by November 15, 2011.
News from Washington, D.C.
Plan to Manage Student Loan Repayments Introduced:  President Barack Obama announced on October 25, 2011 a plan entitled "Pay As You Earn" designed to reduce monthly payments for more than 1.5 million college students and borrowers. The proposal is one among several executive actions that President Obama is taking to address critical problems that are slowing down the economic recovery as Congress continues to debate the issues.

The program will allow borrowers to reduce monthly federal education loan repayments to 10 percent of their discretionary income in 2014; allow about 1.6 million students the ability to cap loan payments at 10 percent beginning next year and forgive the balance of their loans after 20 years; and allow approximately 6 million students and recent college graduates to consolidate their loans and reduce interest rates.

Current law allows borrowers to limit their loan payments to 15 percent of their discretionary income and forgives all remaining debt after 25 years. A new law enacted last year will go into effect for new borrowers after 2014.  It lowers the Income Based Repayment (IBR) to 10 percent of income, and forgives the loan after 20 years. More information about the IBR is available.

More information about this executive order is available.

Next International Summit for Teaching Scheduled for March 2012: Several organizations are joining together to host the second International Summit on the Teaching Profession in New York City on March 14-15 2012.  The summit will include representatives from The U.S. Department of Education, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Education International (EI), the American Federation of Teachers (AFT), the Asia Society, the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO), the National Education Association (NEA), and public broadcaster WNET.

The theme of the 2012 summit will be "Preparing Teachers and Developing School Leaders" and will examine how to improve teacher preparation and school leader development to better address the needs of 21st century learning environments and changing expectations.

Countries and regions invited to participate include Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Hungary, Iceland, Indonesia, Ireland, Japan, the People's Republic of China, Republic of Korea, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Singapore, Slovenia, Sweden, Switzerland, the United Kingdom and the United States.

Additional information including an agenda, background materials, and details on media access will be released closer to the Summit.

More information on the International Summit on the Teaching Profession is available.
News of Ohio Included in Report on How Budget Cuts Affect Schools 
The Campaign for America's Future and the National Education Association published on October 13, 2011 a report entitled "Starving America's Public Schools:  How Budget Cuts and Policy Mandates are Hurting our Nation's Students" by Jeff Bryant.  The report focuses on five states -- Arizona, Florida, North Carolina, Ohio, and Pennsylvania -- and describes the "true" crisis facing public schools:  austerity budgets that are affecting services to children, youth, and families and a transfer of tax dollars to "targets outside the traditional public education system", such as private schools, charter schools, and contractors and companies that are setting up new systems for testing and accountability.

According to the author, major cuts in state education budgets over the past years has affected four major components of public education:  early childhood education; class size; student access to a well-rounded curriculum; and special programs for developmental, academic, and non-academic needs.  At the same time, the tax dollars that remain are being diverted to private interests, either private schools, charter schools, or education contractors and service providers.  Reports estimate that nearly $1 billion is being redirected every year from public schools to the private sector through voucher and tax credit programs. (ASCD report referenced.) And, the federal Race to the Top program and new teacher evaluation requirements have directed more public funds to testing companies and technical services to track student achievement for elaborate accountability systems.

The author concludes that policy-makers must acknowledge the new realities and adequately fund public education programs that serve all students, and provide regulatory relief to school districts to compensate for the transfer of public funds to private entities.

The report is available.

News of Concerns about Virtual Schools
The National Education Policy Center at the University of Colorado at Boulder published on October 25, 2011 a policy brief entitled "Online K-12 Schooling: Uncertain Private Ventures in Need of Public Regulation" in the U.S. by Gene V Glass, Kevin G. Welner, and Justin Bathon.  Accompanying the policy brief is a another document entitled "Model Legislation Related to Online Learning Opportunities for Students in Public Elementary and Secondary Education Schools" by Justin Bathon, University of Kentucky.

The policy brief raises questions about the oversight of full-time virtual schools; the effectiveness of these schools as a replacement for traditional education; and recommends steps to improve online learning, including more careful financial monitoring of schools and face-to-face exams for students.

According to the report, virtual schooling is the fastest growing alternative to traditional K-12 education in the United States. Forty states operate or authorize online classes for K-12 students and more than 30 percent of the nation's 16 million high school students have been enrolled in at least one online class. Virtual charter schools are now operating in 27 states and enroll over 200,000 students.

Researchers have found, however, that oversight of these schools and programs is minimal.  There are few rules, standards, and a large number of students dropout of these programs before graduating. Justin Bathron writes, "Few states have addressed the issues of systemic integrity: reliability of budgets, authentication of student work, quality of instruction, fidelity of the virtual teaching staff, and clear, yet highly developed, state regulations."

Five companies dominate online educational services in the U.S.: K12 Inc., Education Options Inc., Apex Learning, Plato: A+LS, and Connections Education, acquired by Pearson in September 2011.

The report cites several examples of questionable activities of some online programs, and makes the following recommendations: 

· Authentication of the source of student work: A trusted organization should be engaged to administer in-person exams to students. 

· Fiscal and Instructional Regulation: Four issues regarding the costs and effectiveness of virtual schools should be addressed: the level and extent of teacher involvement in the instructional process; the certification status of teachers employed by virtual schools; the role of tests in earning online credits; and reciprocity of teacher certification across state lines. Documenting student attendance for funding purposes should also be addressed. 

· Audits: "States should conduct audits of private providers, to determine actual costs incurred by such companies providing courses and services to virtual schools. Pegging reimbursements at some arbitrary level (e.g., 75% of the state's average contribution), ignores the reality of actual cost savings afforded by online instruction. The funding system adopted should also deliberately include incentives to provide a high-quality as well as an efficient education; audits will inform such decision-making. Virtual education costs will depend on such things as the subject being taught, who serves as teachers, and how many students are being taught. While private companies must be allowed reasonable operating funding, audits can help determine this reasonable amount." 

· Accreditation: There are few agencies to turn to for help in evaluating providers of online schooling. States or other public bodies should create and maintain a list of legitimate agencies that accredit providers of K-12 online education. To avoid abuses such as those encountered with proprietary schools (truck driving, cosmetology, and the like) and online diploma mills, the traditional high school accrediting agencies or some state or federal governmental agencies must address more vigorously the accreditation of commercial online providers of both courses and full-time K-12 programs.

This report was supported with funding from the Great Lakes Center for Education Research and Practice. Both reports are available on the National Education Policy Center website.
Events and Resources
Many have told us you need tools for communicating effectively with the families of students from many cultures.  We have a new page on our website devoted to sharing information and tips that may help to understand and be understood.
Please go to http://www.usep-ohio.com/ResourcesPage.html  or click on the following link to go directly to the document.  http://www.usep-ohio.com/documents/One_World_Cultural_Cues_and_Clues.doc    
Join the 2-1-1 Emergency Volunteer Team in Central Ohio
The 2-1-1 Emergency Volunteer Team answers calls to HandsOn Central Ohio’s 2-1-1 call center in the event of a disaster. During an emergency, citizens of Franklin County are instructed to call 2-1-1 for information; this team will work to supplement our regular 2-1-1 staff and handle the increased call volume.Interested in more? HandsOn Central Ohio also offers bi-monthly disaster preparedness trainings so that community members can stay as prepared as possible.
To join one of our volunteer teams, visit: handsoncentralohio.org/vol​unteer. Search Volunteer Reception Center Team or 2-1-1 Emergency Volunteer Team. Or, for more information, call contact Shellie Bensman, disaster preparedness coordinator, at 614-221-6766 or sbensman@handsoncentralohio.org.
More Volunteer opportunities - Interested in being a foster grandparent? As a volunteer in the Foster Grandparent Program you'll receive a stipend, insurance benefits, and, best of all, the satisfaction of helping shape tomorrow's youth. You may volunteer 15 to 40 hours per week-it's up to you. There are no education or experience requirements, and you can choose to work with children from infancy through elementary school. For more information, contact Shryiell Owens, (614) 221-6766 ext 157 or  email sowens@handsoncentralohio.org  or look for the foster grandparent program in your area.
Conflict Resolution Education:

Free Classes available from Community Mediation Services in Central Ohio.   Contact Joe Ridder at 614 228 7191.
 

Certificate Program in Conflict Management and Peace Studies Core Courses can be applied towards the Social and Behavioral Science degree requirements for any degree.  Introduction to Peace and Conflict Studies  (East, West, and Metro Campus)  Conflict Management Skills Class (East and West Campus),  Implementing Peace Studies and Conflict Management Theories and Practices with Service Learning (Independent Study) Call 216-987-3075 to register at CCC.  
 Sustained Dialogue Campus Network - Student-run and Student-lead at East/West and Metro Campus
Interested in helping to help the college create a safe and supportive learning environment for all students?  Interested in learning important conflict management skills transferable to all disciplines?  Find out more http://www.tri-c.edu/enrichment/communityservices/GRIC/Pages/SustainedDialogue.aspx
Exhibit - Photographic Images: A Local to Global Perspective, Critical issues affecting our planet and its people, West Campus and East Campus Library.  Global Issues Resource Center and students involved in the Tri-C Conflict Management and Peace Studies  certificate program share their peacebuilding experiences at a local to global level in Asia, Africa, the Americas, and the Middle East.

Contact: Jennifer Batton, M.A. Director, Global Issues Resource Center and Library, Cuyahoga Community College
Jennifer.Batton@tri-c.edu
Guide Released for Engaging Adolescents in Arts Education:  The National Guild for Community Arts Education, with support from the NAMM Foundation, released a guide entitled "Engaging Adolescents: Building Youth Participation in the Arts".  The guide was informed by a panel that included experts on youth development and the arts, and describes how to increase teen participation in the arts by infusing youth development practices into out-of-school time arts education programs; how to increase the effectiveness of existing programs; and how to develop new programs to engage adolescents.

The guide includes national models that address the developmental needs of adolescents, and practical advice for developing and sustaining arts programs that not only foster artistic skill development, but help teens build life skills, self-efficacy, and a sense of belonging.  It also includes references and web links to literature and other resources useful to arts education organizations seeking to connect with teens.

 For more information please visit http://www.nationalguild.org/new/new.htm
See this Website for information on road safety worldwide.  Decade of Action for Road Safety.  From Beijing to Nairobi, to Mexico City to Washington, DC, there were amazing and diverse launches around the globe.  See www.decadeofaction.org for some worldwide photos.  And here in the U.S. states and territories, we had exciting events in 30 cities! Congratulations on a wonderful start to this worldwide recognition! 

Contact: Bella Dinh-Zarr <dinhzarr@dinhzarr.org> 
Webinars available live and banked for later listening – Free.  Go to the Urban Institute website http://www.urban.org/ for access to Chapin Hall video conferences on a host of topics including Parenting, Families, Immigrant issues, Extending Foster Care to Age 21, and a lot more. University of Chicago. November 1st look for Responding to Students Affected by Trauma.  You may electronically attend, or listen later.

Children and youth who experience trauma such as maltreatment are often involved with multiple systems in the public sector, including foster care, education, and juvenile justice. Register for the live webcast 
Education Week – Fall 2011 Issue Building the Digital District . There are numerous topics included charting the way for digital education availability and ways to make it happen in your district.  MoreFree Live Webinars Models of Blended Learning: What Works for Your District Available "on demand" any time 24 hours after the event.  Free registration is now open. Boosting Literacy with Effective Reading Comprehension "on demand" 24 hours after event.  Free registration is now open.  REPORT: Diplomas Count: Beyond High School, Before Baccalaureate Read the full report online, order the complete print or digital edition, and view the livestream of the event where the report findings are announced! As the 2011 graduation season arrives, many high school students are contemplating what pathway they will choose as they enter the next phase of their lives.  The latest edition of Diplomas Count, titled Beyond High School, Before Baccalaureate: Meaningful Alternatives to a Four-Year Degree, explores how understanding the link between learning and a career becomes more critical than ever for high school students preparing to graduate. Diplomas Count reconsiders the "college for all" movement and examines alternative postsecondary options. Plus, this annual benchmarking research report provides nationwide data on graduation rates, finally moving up. Teacher Evaluation New for 2011! Explore the complicated issue of assessing teacher performance and efforts to improve teacher evaluation.  Religion in Schools Take a look at the growing debate about the role of religion in schools, including the teaching of evolution, religion in textbooks, and school choice.
Ohio Association for the Education of Young Children Webcasts/Training presented by Early Care & Education National Experts Click here for all webcasts & registration details!
WEBCASTS DELIVER:FINGER TIP LEARNING:education brought to YOU and YOUR computer 
at YOUR convenience APPROVED PROFESSIONAL CREDIT: ODJFS In-Service, CDA, 
Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities Pending Credit Approval: IACET Education and Social Work CEUs
Click on one of the links below for a 3 minute webcast sample featuring Alice Sterling Honig discussing temperaments in young children. Enhanced View or Compatible View
NAEYC The National Association for the Education of young Children, invites you Join Us for a Free, Online Q&A on Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) 
Join Carol Copple, Sue Bredekamp, and Janet Gonzalez-Mena for an online discussion on developmentally appropriate practice from October 10-14.   Full story >>
ODE Updates: 

Ohio Resident Educator Program Update
Recently, ODE notified Resident Educator (RE) program coordinators that registration for Resident Educators will be open from Sept.1 through Nov.15, 2011. If your program coordinator did not receive an email, please ensure that he/she is assigned the role of "Coordinator-Resident Educator Program" in the Ohio Educational Directory System (OEDS).  

 

To be registered for the RE Program, teachers must hold a resident educator license, alternative resident educator license or a one-year out-of-state license. Please note that any individual who currently holds a valid two-year provisional license, but needs to obtain a four-year Resident Educator license, is eligible for a license fee adjustment.

 

Additionally, new resource documents, including a Principal Orientation PowerPoint, are available on the Resident Educator Web page.  Submit inquiries about the Ohio Resident Educator Program to REProgram@ode.state.oh.us  
Trainings for Trauma, PTSD and Traumatic Grief – Assertive Assessments and Immediate Interventions CMI Education Institute, 6 hours hours continuing education; Dr. Linda Schupp; $79.99; Register at www.pesi.com  

Dec. 14 at Blue Ash, Ohio Crowne Plaza, Cincinnati 5901 Pfeiffer Rd. and 

Dec. 15 at Columbus Ohio, Crowne Plaza North 6500 Doubletree Ave

Counselors, Health Professionals, Social Workers, Psychologists, Therapists, Clergy/Chaplains  
Check out references for Family and Consumer Sciences information:

www.oatfacs.org  and www.oafcs.org Have you checked out the "Our Ohio" Teacher's Lounge? Our Ohio Teacher's Lounge at http://ourohio.org/
Critical Meetings for Family and Consumer Sciences (FCS) 

Registration for the FCS Regional Meetings can be found in STARS on the ODE website. Please use the keyword search FCS. Cost: free.  CEU's will be provided Registration deadlines: the day before the event.  Walk-ins will be accepted. Room capacity is 100 at most locations  Maps of the event can be found when registering on STARS  Registration begins at 12:30  Meeting 1:00 - 3:00 EXCEPT November 1st meeting registration begins at 1:00 and meeting will be from 1:30 -3:30.  Registration begins at 12:30.  Meeting 1:00 - 3:00 EXCEPT November 1st meeting registration begins at 1:00 and meeting will be from 1:30 -3:30.  Directions for registering for FCS Regional Meeting, or contact Mary Jo Kohl for link to registration directions. maryjo.kohl@ode.state.oh.us or 614.644.6333
Sites and locations: October 25, 2011 Cuyahoga Falls High School, Cuyahago Falls (Akron area); October 26, 2011 Penta County – Perrysburg (Toledo area);  November 1 , 2011 Pickaway Ross registration @1PM – Chillicothe; November 28, 2011 Ashland University - Main Campus Ashland; November 7, 2011 Ohio Hi-Point - Bellefontaine No Cost - (registration begins at 12:30 pm) NEW LOCATION; December 1 Mt. Vernon Nazarene University; Topics - CTE FCS Program Renewal Process; End of Course Assessments; Articulated College Credit for FCS courses; FCCLA Update Please go to the SAFE Account on the ODE Website and register for an account if you have not already done so. All registration options can be found once you click on "Event Search" and only put in keyword search: fcs. Please do not put in a date, location or title of event.
State agencies offer webinar series to combat bullying and improve school climate
ODE has joined several other state agencies to form the Ohio Anti-Harassment, Anti-Intimidation and Anti-Bullying (Anti-HIB) Initiative. They are sponsoring a series of one-hour webinars during the current school year. 
 

School professionals, parents and community-support personnel are encouraged to participate in each session, which will be presented by experts from each sponsoring agency on topics including: policy implementation and supports; cyber safety; legal ramifications; school-wide interventions; teen dating violence prevention; and girl aggression. In addition to ODE, speakers will represent the Attorney General, eTech Ohio, the Ohio Domestic Violence Network and the departments of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services Health, and Mental Health. 

 

Each webinar is open to the first 100 participants, with registration open 30 minutes before each program. In addition, the webinars will be recorded and posted the same day on this Web page for viewing at a later time. Please direct any questions to Jill Jackson at jill.jackson@ode.state.oh.us or (614) 466-9540.

Ohio FCCLA FCCLA is pleased to announce the next chapter in the  Adviser Essentials Webinar Series - Focus on Programs.    The fee per webinar is $25.00 and PDUs will be provided.  
Over the few months, we will be presenting the following webinars in the Focus on Programs series:
· November 2, 2011 - Student Body and Career Connection - 5 PM EST - $25.oo 

· December 7, 2011 - Financial Fitness and Scholarships - 5 PM EST - $25.oo

Ohio FCCLA Adviser Consultants. Do your students want to be involved with FCCLA while in college?  Ohio FCCLA announces Post Secondary FCCLA.  Students in universities and culinary schools may now become post secondary members.  National dues are $15 and state dues are $10.  Please read the attached information.  Ohio will be able to send 3 Post Secondary Culinary Teams, 3 Early Childhood, 3 Teach and Train and 3 Advocacy to National Post Secondary Competition. Postsecondary Section of the national FCCLA website – www.fcclainc.org. For moreinformation, contact starevents@fcclainc.org. Event guidelines will be published in the Pilot.  
Ohio FCCLA announces the Student Leadership Summit will be held at Fort Rapids Water Park on December 2 and 3.  It will take place only the evening of December 2 so that students will not miss school and all day on December 3.

Chapters may select teams of 1 to 4 members to attend.  The number of teams is limited by space.  The application is due November 11.  Teams will be trained in Student Leadership Challenge, service learning and be introduced to new partnerships in the area of childhood obesity- Cooking Together, Cooking Forever and Share Our Strength.  All peer leaders will plan projects in their local schools. Ohio FCCLA received two grants to implement this Student Leadership Summit- Best Buy and Youth Service America.  Some cost will be supplemented by the grants.  The cost will vary from $45 up depending on number of participants per room.   Participants will have option to stay 1 or 2 nights.Please read the attachment for details and application.  If you have any questions, email Paulette, pofarago@aol.com .  The address of the hotel is: Fort Rapids Indoor Waterpark Resort
4560 Hilton Corporate Drive ,Columbus, OH 43232.  For more details and map, go to http://www.fortrapids.com/public/map.cfm.Contact Paulette Farago, State Adviser for more information.  Paulette Farago <paulette.farago@ode.state.oh.us>
Trainings:

HandsOn Central Ohio  in Columbus knows that a strong nonprofit sector is key to a healthy community. We offer a variety of trainings and consultation services to assist nonprofit organizations increase their effectiveness and enhance their capacity to deliver high-quality services. Our trainings address topics of interest to nonprofits at an economical tuition rate that fits nonprofit budgets. For a detailed training description, dates of trainings, fees and to register, visit http://www.handsoncentralohio.org/public/training/trainings.php. 

Eradicate Hiv  Over 3,000 participants, including 30 world leaders, senior officials, representatives of international organizations, religious organizations, civil society and people living with HIV, came together in New York, recently to attend the High level meeting on HIV/AIDS held at the United Nations (UN) Headquarters.
Links for additional information
Political declaration 2011  Security Council resolution on HIV/AIDS
UNAIDS official HLM AIDS summit website  Global plan to eliminate new HIV infections in Children
Refugees, resettlement and how we are dealing with immigrants coming into the US these days.  See this interesting story published recently in a report on human dignity and why the federal budget matters.  Click on the link so see Albert Yousif’s story.
Refugees who are welcomed to the United States are able to rebuild their lives make incredible contributions to our communities. Meet Albert Yousif, a former refugee who owns a cleaning company and employs several other refugees who share his determination to rebuild their lives. Albert is living proof of the American Dream.

www.nawhsl.orgOperation Lifesaver Training - Ohio Operation Lifesaver (OHOL) is a free public service education program dedicated to preventing and reducing fatalities and injuries at highway-rail grade crossings and along railroad rights-of-way. They will educate attendees on highway-rail grade crossing safety and provide vital information about the dangers encountered when people trespass on railroad property.OHOL is part of a national program known as Operation Lifesaver, Inc. (OLI). Both OHOL and OLI are nonprofit organizations.
To register for training, please visit our new volunteer management database, HandsOn Connect.
USEP-OHIO thanks Director Donna Collins ohioartseducation@gmail.com, Ohio Alliance for Arts Education (www.OAAE.net). and Joan Platz for content re advocacy. Contact us at usepohio@usepohio.com .  Visit our website www.USEP-OHIO.com  with questions, comments, Parent Tips for parents, grandparents and teachers and much more! 
 
END November 1, 2011 USEP-OHIO E-Update
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