USEP-OHIO E-update June 7, 2011

Dear Friends of USEP-OHIO, Educators, Advocates, Parents and Professionals,
Included in this E-Update: Reports on the Ohio General Assembly, the Statehouse, and a current draft version of the Ohio Budget which needs to be accepted by July 1.  News from Washington and Special Reports include a report on the current Condition of Education (COE), Private Education, and School Reform. We have included information on a documentary, The American Teacher and a link to a Washington Post article commenting on the inequality of the education available in American schools - charter Schools and voucher systems.

Look for links to webinars, trainings and many events and resources at the end of this Update. 
Read more at the USEP-OHIO website www.usep-ohio.com.  See recent reports on Preschool funding, Poverty in Ohio, School performance measures and Arts Education in past issues of the E-Update.
The USEP-OHIO Discover Parenting Statewide Exhibit was on display in the Riffe Center for Government and the Arts throughout May and through the first week in June.  Winning teachers and students will be announced on the website soon.  

The news of Education in Ohio is constantly changing.  Stay alert to changes you should know about. 
Cindy McKay, Executive Director, USEP-OHIO, Inc.
Ohio Education News:

The 129th Ohio General Assembly:
The Ohio House and Senate have scheduled committee hearings and sessions this week.  The Senate Finance Committee, chaired by Senator Widener, is expected to review amendments to Sub. HB153 (Amstutz) Biennial Budget, and report the bill. The Senate will then take action on it this week. 

A team from the U.S. Department of Education(DOE) visited Governor Kasich and Ohio's Race to the Top Team on June 3, 2011 to conduct an on-site review of Ohio's $400 million Race to the Top grant program and assess the progress that is being made in Ohio schools and school districts implementing the grant program.  The U.S. DOE team was led by Director Ann Whalen, Assistant Director Jim Butler, and Race to the Top Program Officer Rebecca Zazove. The team met with Ohio's Interim Superintendent Stan Heffner, other ODE Race to the Top Team members, and Regional Coordinators Maggie Niedzwiecki, representing the Northeast Region, which includes the largest number of participating public and community schools in Ohio, and Scott Spears representing the Central Region. The team from the U.S. DOE will visit other Race to the Top states over the next few months, and will post on the US DOE website state-by-state reports and performance reviews regarding the RttT programs.  More information is available. 

The National Governor's Association and the National Association of State Budget Officers released on June 2, 2011 the "Fiscal Survey of States".  According to the report, state budgets are recovering, "but have not returned to pre-recession levels of 2008".  General fund spending ($669 billion) is expected to be $19 billion lower than FY08.  The report is available.

The Buckeye Association of School Administrators and Battelle for Kids will host the "Making Ohio Schools Work" conference on June 14-15, 2011 at the Greater Columbus Convention Center, Columbus, Ohio. The conference will include updates on Race to the Top; best practices and the latest research; information about Ohio's Teacher Evaluation System; and information about data decision-making, technology, assessments, and more. More information is available.

The Ohio Budget:
The Senate Finance Committee, chaired by Senator Widener, accepted a substitute budget bill (HB153-Amstutz) that makes many changes in the budget approved by the House a few weeks ago. The Senate Finance Committee retained a provision in HB153 that eliminated the estate tax starting in 2013, but did not include two other contentious provisions:  sentencing reform and a proposed increase in the contribution of public employees to the public pension system. The committee was accepting additional amendments through last Friday, and will meet this week to consider another omnibus amendment before voting on the bill.

Monetary changes added by the Senate raise the budget total to $55.7 billion for the biennium, and include an additional $115 million for K-12 education; an additional $100 million for local governments; $15 million more for the PASSPORT program; and up to $250,000 in each fiscal year to fund a shared services pilot project involving at least two Educational Service Centers.

School districts will receive $115 million more than allocated in the House version of the budget through two new provisions.  One provision guarantees that each school district will receive the amount of state funds that they received in FY11 (minus federal stimulus funds).  The other new provision awards an additional $17 per student to school districts rated "excellent" or "excellent with distinction" according to the local report card, affecting approximately 150 school districts.

According to the Legislative Service Commission analysis, the Senate Finance Committee proposed budget bill appropriates approximately $6.27 billion in FY12 and $6.31 billion in FY13 for state aid to schools. This amount is about $246.4 million (approximately $142 per pupil) lower in FY12 and $199.4 million (approximately $115 per pupil) lower in FY13 than estimated funding in FY11. Application of the charge-off valuation index results in higher wealth districts receiving larger per pupil reductions compared to FY11 than lower wealth districts.

The bill includes monetary changes in the following general revenue line items: 

· 20051 Auxiliary Services:  Increases this line item by $6.6 in FY12 and by $6.9 million in FY13 (This line item funds services provided to private schools.) 

· 200532 Nonpublic Administrative Cost Reimbursement:  Increases this line item by $3.6 million in FY12 and $3.6 million in FY13. 

· 200550 Foundation Funding:  Increases this line item by $65.5 million in FY12 and $49.6 million in FY13.  Total for Foundation Funding would be $5.536 billion in FY12 and $5.610 billion in FY13.

The Senate Finance Committee removed several provisions in HB153 included in the Executive and the House versions of the budget bill regarding gifted education, community schools, teacher evaluation, compensation, and incentive programs, and Educational Service Centers.  The following is a summary of some of the provisions removed from the Senate Finance Committee version of the budget bill:

Gifted Education R.C. 3314.08: Removes a provision that would allow a school principal or any other employee assigned to a school also to serve as a school district's gifted education coordinator if qualified to do so.

Community Schools
Removes.... 

· Payments for students with disabilities after the federal reporting deadline. 

· Several provisions regarding the right of community schools to have access to school district real property. 

· Provisions regarding for-profit corporations operating community schools. 

· Provisions regarding the role and responsibilities of community school sponsors. 

· A new definition for a community school operator, the authority of an operator, the roles and responsibilities of an operator, the rights of an operator concerning the renewal of contracts. 

· The limits set for persons serving on a community school governing authority; the changes proposed for the compensation of those serving on a community school board; changes regarding who can replace members of a governing authority. 

· Provisions regarding the establishment of community schools without sponsors and the requirement that community schools file with the Superintendent of Public Instruction a surety bond of $1 million. (R.C. 3314.029). 

· The new authority of the State Board of Education to be a sponsor of community schools. 

· Operator approval of a community school contract with a sponsor. 

· Exemption of E-school students from immunization requirements. 

· Exemption of community schools from state laws. (R.C. 3314.04 and 3314.03). 

· Provisions regarding collective bargaining and reductions in force in a community school. 

· Employment of community school personnel by an operator. 

· Opening day deadlines for community schools. 

· Provisions allowing a person age 22 to 29, who does not have a diploma, to enroll in a dropout prevention and recovery community school. 

· Provisions to transfer $1 million each year to fund a dropout program for students 22-29.

Teacher/Principal Evaluation, Compensation, Employment, Incentive Program Removes..... 

· Provisions regarding exempting excellent and effective school districts from requirements regarding teacher employment contracts, evaluations, compensation, and reduction in force. 

· The teacher incentive program and fund. 

· Teacher performance-based evaluations and compensation. 

· Awarding tenure to a teacher and provisions regarding a teacher's contract. 

· Requiring that the Superintendent develop a framework for the evaluation of teachers. 

· Requiring school districts, community schools, STEM schools, and ESCs to adopt a teacher evaluation policy based on the framework recommended by the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and that the evaluation be based at least 50 percent on three years of student academic growth. 

· Requirements for principal's evaluations. 

· Requirements regarding termination of contract, layoffs, and definition of "good and just cause".

Educational Service Centers: Removes provisions regarding the termination of ESC contracts and the election of new board members.

Fiscal Emergency School Districts: Removes provisions lengthening the amount of time that a district can reimburse the School District Solvency Assistance Fund.

GED: Removes provisions regarding the General Education Development program.

The Senate Finance Committee added several of its own provisions in the following areas: 

· Specifies that FED Fund 3140 appropriation item 370601, Federal Support, be used by the Council for subsidies only, and not for its administrative costs, unless the Council is required to use funds for administrative costs under conditions of the federal grant.  (Section 219.10) 

· Restores current law that requires all students enrolled in an e-school to receive a computer. 

· Requires the ODE to pay an additional subsidy of $17 per student to school districts rated excellent with distinction or excellent on the FY10 Local Report Card.  This provision will affect 150 school districts. 

· Repeals the moratorium on new internet- or computer-based community schools. 

· Privatizes the Ohio Lottery. 

· Creates hybrid schools that provide both remote and technology-based and classroom instruction. 

· Prohibits sponsors from selling goods or services to a school that its sponsors. 

· Clarifies qualifications for sponsors to sponsor more community schools. 

· Permits an educational service center to sponsor a start-up community school in any challenged school district (rather than only in a challenged school district located in a county within the ESCs territory or in a contiguous county). 

· Redefines a challenged school district as one in which the lowest five percent of districts are ranked according to the performance index score. 

· Permits the establishment of a start-up community school in a school district that is not a challenged school district under certain conditions. 

· Permits an organization composed of community school sponsors, to sponsor community schools. 

· Repeals current law requiring that a sponsor have a representative within 50 miles of each school it sponsors.  Requires the community school sponsor to meet monthly with the governing authority or treasurer of the school, and the SBE to define financial records. 

· Clarifies provisions regarding the termination/renewal of contracts and appeal hearings before the State Board of Education. 

· Grants civil immunity to sponsors for any action authorized by Community School Law. 

· Exempts from taxation real property used by a school district, STEM school, community school, ESC, or nonpublic school, unless the property is leased or otherwise used with a view to profit. 

· Changes the qualifications for obtaining and holding an alternative resident educator license. 

· Requires the Chancellor of the Board of Regents to annually report aggregate academic growth data for students assigned to graduates of teacher preparation programs teaching English language arts or mathematics in any grade four through eight in a public school. 

· Adds, as a new eligibility category for Ed Choice Scholarships, students who attend a district-operated school that, for at least two of the three preceding years, ranked in the lowest 10 percent of all school buildings by performance index score. 

· Creates a new Special Education Scholarship program for students in grades K-12. 

· Specifies that achievement assessments administered in grades three through eight are not public records. 

· Makes changes to the new high school graduation exams and end of course exams. 

· Eliminates certain requirements in law regarding the organization of the Ohio Department of Education. 

· Makes changes to the Governor's Effective and Efficient School program. 

· Makes changes regarding how an ESC governing board is elected. 

· Makes changes in the eligibility requirements for students to participate in interscholastic sports. 

· Exempts chartered nonpublic schools from credit flexibility. 

· Permits local and exempted village school districts to contract with an independent agent for transportation, after meeting certain criteria. 

· Makes several changes in how payments will be made to the new College-Preparatory Boarding School program. 

· Adds ESCs as educational support organizations to be integrated into the regional shared service center system. 

· Eliminates the School Employees Health Care Board. 

· Makes changes in the calculations of the School Facilities Commission's alternative equity list. 

· Authorizes a single ballot question that combines a property tax for a fixed amount and an income tax.

AND, Senate Republicans are still working on provisions that might be included in an omnibus amendment this week regarding prevailing wage; the transfer of state liquor profits to newly created JobsOhio; teacher evaluations and compensation; and more.

The Senate Finance Committee is expected to report HB153 out of committee this week after the committee accepts additional amendments. The Ohio Senate will then consider the bill for approval. Once the Ohio Senate has approved its version of the budget bill, the Ohio House will have an opportunity to accept or reject the changes in the bill. If the changes are rejected, House and Senate leaders will appoint a conference committee to work-out the differences between the versions of the budget bills. The state's budget needs to be signed into law by July 1, 2011.


This Week at the Ohio Statehouse:
House State Government and Elections Committee: The House State Government and Elections Committee, chaired by Representative Mecklenborg, will meet on June 7, 2011 at 1:30 PM in hearing room 116. The committee will receive testimony on HB188 (Batchelder) Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission, which would establish the Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission, and make an appropriation. The committee will also receive testimony on HB224(Dovilla/Stinziano) Absent Voter's Ballots, which would permit uniformed services and overseas voters to request ballot applications and absent voter's ballots by electronic mail or internet delivery; Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot may be used as a voter registration form and absent voter's ballot.
Senate Finance Committee: The Senate Finance Committee, chaired by Senator Widener, will meet at 2:30 PM in the Senate Finance Hearing Room, to consider amendments to HB153 (Amstutz) Biennial Budget.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8, 2011
Senate Finance Committee: The Senate Finance Committee, chaired by Senator Widener, will meet at 9:00 AM or at the call of the chair, in the Senate Finance Hearing Room, to consider amendments to HB153 (Amstutz) Biennial Budget.
House Education Committee: The House Education Committee, chaired by Representative Stebelton, will meet at 5:00 PM in hearing room 017.  The committee will receive testimony on the following bills: 

· HB233 (Letson/Huffman) Advertising Space on School Buses:  Authorizes school districts to sell commercial advertising space on school buses. 

· HB116 (Barnes) School Anti-Bullying Act: Enacts the School Day Security and Anti-Bullying Act to require age-appropriate instruction on and parental notification of public schools' policies prohibiting harassment, intimidation, or bullying. 

· HB157 (Schuring/Letson) Teacher Development on Dyslexia: Authorizes educational service centers to provide teacher professional development on dyslexia.

THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 2011
Senate Finance Committee: The Senate Finance Committee, chaired by Senator Widener, will meet on June 9, 2011 at 9:00 AM, or at the call of the chair, in the Senate Finance Hearing Room, or at the call of the chair, to consider amendments to HB153 (Amstutz) Biennial Budget.

Bills Introduced:
SB177 (Turner) Federal School Improvement Grant Moneys: Requires public high schools that receive federal school improvement grant moneys to establish student advisory committees.
SB178 (Seitz) Public Records Retention: Limits the forfeiture amount and attorney's fees a person may recover for the unlawful destruction or disposal of a record of a public office and establishes a four-year statute of limitations for commencement of a civil action for relief.

News from Washington:
U.S. House Committee Votes to Eliminate Funding for Arts Education: The House Committee on Education and the Workforce, chaired by Representative Kline, approved on Wednesday, May 25, 2011 the "Setting New Priorities in Education Spending Act" (H.R. 1891) along party lines.

The bill is one among several proposed by House Republicans to re-authorize parts of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), also known as No Child Left Behind Act.  This bill does not address policy issues raised by ESEA, but basically eliminates funding for 40 education programs administered by the U.S. Department of Education, including funding for "Arts in Education". This program provides competitive grants to promote innovative arts education programs; funding for some arts education programs administered by the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts; and funding for VSA.

Funding for the U.S. DOE's Arts in Education program was reduced from $40 million to $27 million in the continuing resolution that Congress approved to finalize appropriations for FY11.  Funding for this program has been targeted for elimination in several other budget bills, and President Obama's budget recommends that funding for arts education and other programs be consolidated into eleven new authorities.

Representative Rush Holt (D-NJ) introduced an amendment in the House Education and Workforce Committee to restore funding authorization for several programs including Arts in Education, but the amendment was defeated along party lines.

The next step will be for the bill to be brought to the U.S. House for consideration.  The Senate is working on legislation to re-authorize ESEA also, but is considering a comprehensive bill, rather than separate bills.

Runner-up States Eligible for Addition RttT Funding: U.S. Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan, announced on May 25, 2011 that $700 million in additional funding for Race to the Top (RttT) recently allocated by Congress will be used to support a new early childhood education grant program and grants for nine states that applied for first and second round RttT grants, but were not selected.

The nine states, Arizona, California, Colorado, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and South Carolina, will be eligible to compete for grants ranging from $10 million to $50 million.

A new $500 million RttT competition will target early childhood education and be jointly administered by the U.S. Department of Education and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. States must develop plans focused on high-quality programs, increased access for low-income children, and workforce development.

More information about these programs is available.  

Annual Report on Public Education Finances Released:  The U.S. Census Bureau released last week "Public Education Finances: 2009", which provides information about revenues, expenditures, debt, and assets (cash and security holdings) of elementary and secondary public school systems, gathered from reports from school districts. Statistics cover school systems in all states and the District of Columbia. Data are available in viewable tables and downloadable files.

According to the report, the total amount of funding for public elementary and secondary education is $590.9 billion.  State sources contribute 46.7 percent; local sources 43.5 percent; and federal sources contribute 9.5 percent.

The national average level of per-pupil spending is $10,499. New York has the highest per-pupil spending amount at $18,125 and Utah the lowest at $6,356. Ohio ranked 20th at $10,560 per pupil.  The report is available.

COE Report Released: The U.S. Department of Education's National Center for Education Statistics released on May 26, 2011 the "Condition of Education" (COE).  This congressionally mandated annual report summarizes developments and trends in education, and presents 50 statistical indicators that describe  developments in the status and trends of education from early childhood learning through graduate-level education.

The report is organized into 5 sections:  Participation in Education; Learner Outcomes; Student Effort and Educational Progress; Context of Elementary and Secondary Education; Context of Post secondary Education.

This year's report also examines post secondary education by institution level (2-year or 4-year) and control (public, private not-for-profit, or private for-profit), and describes the current state of post secondary education and how it has been changing in recent decades.

The following are some of the findings in this new report: 

· Enrollment in U.S. schools is expected to grow through the decade, as the U.S. population increases and participation rises. From 2008-09 through 2020-21 enrollment in public elementary and secondary schools is projected to increase from 49.3 to 52.7 million students. 

· Enrollment in post-secondary education has quadrupled in the last decade at private for-profit post secondary institutions. 

· Enrollment in charter schools has tripled from 1990-2000 to 2008-09, from 340,000 to 1.4 million students; in 2008-09, some 5 percent of all public schools were charter schools. 

· Private school enrollment in pre kindergarten through grade 12 increased from 5.9 million in 1995-96 to 6.3 million in 2001-02, and then decreased to 5.5 million in 2009-10. Some 10 percent of all elementary and secondary school students were in private schools in 2009-10. 

· In 2009, some 21 percent of children ages 5-17 (or 11.2 million) spoke a language other than English at home, and 5 percent (or 2.7 million) spoke English with difficulty. Seventy-three percent of those who spoke English with difficulty spoke Spanish. 

· The number of children and youth ages 3-21 receiving special education services was 6.5 million in 2008-09, corresponding to about 13 percent of all public school enrollment. 

· On-time high school graduation varies by state. Three-quarters of public school students graduated on time in 2008. The District of Columbia and Nevada reported the lowest averaged freshman graduation rate (AFGR), or percentage of students who graduated from public high school on time with a regular diploma, at 56 percent. Wisconsin had the highest, at 90 percent.
· The report is available.

Report Released About Private Education:  The U.S. Department of Education Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, released on May 26, 2011 a new report entitled "Characteristics of Private Schools in the United States:  Results from the 2009-10 Private School Universe Survey" by Stephen P. Broughman Nancy L. Swaim Cassie A. Hryczaniuk. The report presents data on private schools in the United States with grades kindergarten through twelve, including information about school size, school level, religious orientation, association membership, geographic region, community type, and program emphasis. The following are some of the report's findings: 

· In the fall of 2009, there were 33,366 private elementary and secondary schools with 4,700,119 students and 437,414 full-time equivalent (FTE) teachers in the United States. 

· Sixty-eight percent of private schools, enrolling 80 percent of private school students and employing 72 percent of private school FTE teachers in 2009-10, had a religious orientation or purpose. 

· Seventy-three percent of private school students in 2009-10 were White; 9 percent were Hispanic or Latino, regardless of race; 9 percent were Black or African American; 5 percent were Asian; 3 percent were of two or more races, and less than 1 percent were American Indian or Alaska Native, or Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander. 

· The average pupil/teacher ratio in 2009-10 was 10.7 across all private schools.  The average pupil/teacher ratio differed by instructional level; it was lower in combined schools (9.4) than in elementary schools (11.7) or secondary schools (11.6). In 2009-10, there were 200,000 or more students enrolled in private schools in each of California, Florida, Illinois, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Texas.  

· According to the report there were 1,759 private schools in Ohio in 2009-10 with an enrollment of
222,218 students.
The report is available.

Ohio Board of Education June MeetingThe State Board of Education (SBE), Debe Terhar president, will hold its June meeting on Monday and Tuesday, June 6-7, 2011, at the Educational Service Center of Central Ohio, 2080 Citygate Drive, Columbus.
Reports and Articles of Importance:
On school Reform -

Education Week recently concluded a seven-part series on the "Futures of School Reform", organized by the Harvard Graduate School of Education.

The seventh commentary in the series, "Why attention will return to non-school factors," by Jeffry R. Henig and S. Paul Reville, identifies the impact that socioeconomic factors, concentrations of poverty, and school residential mobility have on student achievement.

The authors, Jeffrey R. Henig, a professor of political science and education at Teachers College, Columbia University, and S. Paul Reville the Massachusetts secretary of education, noted that many current education reform initiatives try to side-step socioeconomic issues, because they are sometimes used as an excuse for students not achieving.

However the authors write that, "Our vision of the future of education reform is simple: American schools won't achieve their goal of "all students at proficiency" unless they attend to nonschool factors. Though the nation is now in partial denial about this, we project that this will change-not because of sudden prosperity and deep public-sector pockets, nor because of a broad shift in public sentiment that activates new moral commitments to the ideal of educating other people's children, but as an outgrowth of the same hard-nosed, pragmatic, evidence-based orientation that for the moment is supporting the unlikely claim that schools can do it alone."

State policy leaders must provide communities and schools with better support services (health care, social services) that address the out-of-school issues that students face if they expect to increase student achievement.

According to the authors, "Our scenario for the future of school reform will require a new conception of education as encompassing a broader idea of child development. Then we must invest in new data systems to drive performance management and research. Only then will we have the strategies and tools that can transform our dream of high achievement and educational equity into reality."

The article is available.
The other commentaries in the series are available.

Documentary on Teaching Profession - 

The June 1, 2011 Washington Post Answer Sheet Blog by Valerie Strauss includes a review by Michael Alison Chandler of a new documentary "American Teacher" which will be released in the fall. (Answer Sheet Blog, "A movie that tells a real story of American teachers", June 1, 2011.)

The documentary was produced by Dave Eggers and former teacher Nínive Clements Calegari, and is narrated by Matt Damon. It portrays the lives and challenges of five educators from different parts of the country, and shows how teaching is still considered a "traditionally female occupation" and an optional second income.

The educators in the film work long hours, some work two jobs, and one teacher eventually leaves the profession to make more money to support his family.

The stories about these teachers are contrasted by the way teachers are treated and paid in high achieving countries such as Finland, Singapore, and South Korea. Information is presented about salary levels, attrition rates, and the obstacles that teachers must overcome to help students learn.
The review is available.

Comment on Charter/Voucher Systems –
The June 2, 2011 Washington Post Answer Sheet Blog by Valerie Strauss includes an article by Bill McDiarmid, dean of the School of Education at the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill, entitled "Are we creating dual school systems with charters, vouchers." According to McDiarmid, efforts by some policy-makers to promote school choice through charter schools (semi-private) and vouchers (private schools) has created two school systems: one that benefits students who have informed adult support in their lives (charters and private schools), and the other that includes many students without that adult support (traditional public schools).  The two school systems are separate and unequal not based on race, as in the 1954 Supreme Court decision, but on the social circumstances that arise when students have caretakers who have "...the time, knowledge, and initiative to navigate the system of charter schools and vouchers."

The author then opines that this dual education system undermines the central purpose of a free, public education system to promote democracy, because it segregates and prevents students from a range of socioeconomic environments to learn and work together. It also weakens support (resources and human capital) for the traditional
public schools that must educate the hardest to educate students.
The article is available. 
Events and Resources:
Conflict Resolution Education:
4th International Conference on Conflict Resolution Education, June 8th - 13th, 2011, Cleveland, Ohio, USA.  For more information on the 2011 conference including presentations and last year's program, please visit:  
http://www.creducation.org/cre/goto/4th 
 Conflict Resolution Education in Teacher Education Training June 20th - 23rd, 2011, Cleveland, Ohio, USA.  This four day training for educators provides training in the skills of conflict management and classroom management, bullying prevention, communication, positive disciline, managing disruptive students, building classroom and school community, and restorative practices.  Hosted by:  Global Issues Resource Center, Geauga Co. ESC, Lake Co. ESC, and the Ohio Commission on Dispute Resolution and Conflict Management.  Discounted registration through June 1st  For more information go to:  www.tri-c.edu/GIRC 
 Certificate Program in Conflict Management and Peace Studies Core Courses can be applied towards the Social and Behavioral Science degree requirements for any degree.  Introduction to Peace and Conflict Studies  (East, West, and Metro Campus)  Conflict Management Skills Class (East and West Campus),  Implementing Peace Studies and Conflict Management Theories and Practices with Service Learning (Independent Study) Call 216-987-3075 to register.  
 Sustained Dialogue Campus Network  - Student-run and Student-lead at East/West and Metro Campus
Interested in helping to help the college create a safe and supportive learning environment for all students?  Interested in learning important conflict management skills transferable to all disciplines?  Find out more http://www.tri-c.edu/enrichment/communityservices/GRIC/Pages/SustainedDialogue.aspx
 Exhibit - Photographic Images: A Local to Global Perspective, Critical issues affecting our planet and its people, West Campus and East Campus Library.  Global Issues Resource Center and students involved in the Tri-C Conflict Management and Peace Studies  certificate program share their peacebuilding experiences at a local to global level in Asia, Africa, the Americas, and the Middle East.
Contact: Jennifer Batton, M.A. Director, Global Issues Resource Center and Library, Cuyahoga Community College
Jennifer.Batton@tri-c.edu
Ohio ASCD Summer Conference: The 2011 Ohio ASCD Summer Conference, "Current Educational Issues in Ohio: Standards & Practice", will be held on June 28, 2011 at the Concourse Hotel & Conference Center in Columbus. The conference will feature a keynote presentation by Michael White entitled "Success Stories, Bad News and Total Nonsense in Education". White is a pediatric psychologist and educational consultant from Cincinnati. The agenda also includes information about the Race to the Top initiative, Ohio's revised content standards and model curriculum, and what is known about the contributions teachers make to student growth based on value-added data. For registration information, visit the Ohio ASCD web site at http://www.ohioascd.com/ or call (937) 996-4211.

Guide Released for Engaging Adolescents in Arts Education:  The National Guild for Community Arts Education, with support from the NAMM Foundation, released on May 18, 2011 a guide entitled "Engaging Adolescents: Building Youth Participation in the Arts".  The guide was informed by a panel that included experts on youth development and the arts, and describes how to increase teen participation in the arts by infusing youth development practices into out-of-school time arts education programs; how to increase the effectiveness of existing programs; and how to develop new programs to engage adolescents.

The guide includes national models that address the developmental needs of adolescents, and practical advice for developing and sustaining arts programs that not only foster artistic skill development, but help teens build life skills, self-efficacy, and a sense of belonging.  It also includes references and web links to literature and other resources useful to arts education organizations seeking to connect with teens.

 For more information please visit http://www.nationalguild.org/new/new.htm
See this Website for information on road safety worldwide.  Decade of Action for Road Safety.  From Beijing to Nairobi, to Mexico City to Washington, DC, there were amazing and diverse launches around the globe.  See www.decadeofaction.org for some worldwide photos.  And here in the U.S. states and territories, we had exciting events in 30 cities! Congratulations on a wonderful start to this worldwide recognition! 

Contact: Bella Dinh-Zarr <dinhzarr@dinhzarr.org> 
Webinars available live and banked for later listening – Free.  Go to the Urban Institute website http://www.urban.org/ for access to Chapin Hall video conferences on a host of topics including Parenting, Families, Immigrant issues, Extending Foster Care to Age 21, and a lot more. University of Chicago.
Education Week –Free Live Webinars Models of Blended Learning: What Works for Your District Thurs., June 9, 2 p.m. EDT.  Available "on demand" any time 24 hours after the event.  Free registration is now open. Boosting Literacy with Effective Reading Comprehension Wednesday, June 15, 3 p.m. EDT Also "on demand" 24 hours after event.  Free registration is now open.  REPORT: Diplomas Count: Beyond High School, Before Baccalaureate Read the full report online, order the complete print or digital edition, and view the livestream of the event where the report findings are announced! As the 2011 graduation season arrives, many high school students are contemplating what pathway they will choose as they enter the next phase of their lives.  The latest edition of Diplomas Count, titled Beyond High School, Before Baccalaureate: Meaningful Alternatives to a Four-Year Degree, explores how understanding the link between learning and a career becomes more critical than ever for high school students preparing to graduate. Diplomas Count reconsiders the "college for all" movement and examines alternative postsecondary options. Plus, this annual benchmarking research report provides nationwide data on graduation rates, which concludes that rates are finally moving up significantly.
Ohio Association for the Education of YoungChildren Webcasts/Training presented by Early Care & Education National Experts Click here for all webcasts & registration details!
WEBCASTS DELIVER:FINGER TIP LEARNING:education brought to YOU and YOUR computer 
at YOUR convenience APPROVED PROFESSIONAL CREDIT: ODJFS In-Service, CDA, 
Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities Pending Credit Approval: IACET Education and Social Work CEUs
Click on one of the links below for a 3 minute webcast sample featuring Alice Sterling Honig discussing temperaments in young children. Enhanced View or Compatible View
Conference: Keeping Kids Safe: What you need to know about Bullying!    June 10 and 11, 2011   West Chester Ohio (Miami University) This two-day anti-bullying/cyberbullying conference features nationally recognized keynote speakers- http://www.units.muohio.edu/csbmhp/workshops/AntiBullying_BrochureCombined.pdf  for registration form Send your completed information by mail or fax to:
Amy Wilms, Center for School-Based Mental Health Programs
Department of Psychology, Miami University
90 N. Patterson Avenue, Oxford, OH 45056
Fax: 513-529-2420 - Phone: 513-529-2450 or email 
Email: wilmsab@muohio.edu  For More information: email Sarah Wallis  Sarah.Wallis@cdr.state.oh.us.  
Check out references for Family and Consumer Sciences information:

www.oatfacs.org  and www.oafcs.org 
All-Ohio Conference (OATFACS)Ohio Association for Teachers of Family and Consumer Sciences Summer Conference July 26-28, 2011, held jointly with the Ohio Association of Career Technical Education Conference at the Hyatt Regency registration and agenda can be found at www.ohioacte.org
Ohio FCCLA State Leadership Conference was held in April.  Look at the FCCLA website for information about  the State Fair participation and amazing work that these students are doing.www.ohiofccla.yolasite.com .
Ohio FCCLA recently was awarded six United Healthcare HEROES Grants to conduct projects on childhood obesity, FCCLA: Move It! Move It!  Ohio FCCLA would like to have projects for Semester of Service taking place in all regions throughout the state in middle schools, high schools and career centers.

The Semester of Service project began on Martin Luther King Day and will continue until our celebration during Global Youth Service Day at our state conference.  There will be two activities during the conference related to the project- "FCCLA- Can You Dance!" and Presidential Fitness Challenge Course.

 Ohio FCCLA Nutrition and Mentoring Guide- mentor younger children in your elementary schools. ( see Web site www.ohiofccla.yolasite.com  
Family Box Top Fitness Night- involve elementary children in physical fitness program and have a Family Box top Fitness Night to present awards and have fun! 

Presidential Active Lifestyle Award- for next 5 weeks maintain an active lifestyle for 60 minutes a day for 5 days a week- http://www.presidentschallenge.org/challenge/active/index.shtml  
Presidential Champions- challenge yourself to excel for a bronze, silver or gold medal. http://www.presidentschallenge.org/challenge/champions/index.shtml  - Challenge yourself and keep track again for awards at State Leadership Conference. Food Drive or Collecting Money for Shelter- a contest to collect the most food- give us your total pounds collected- or collect money by voting your favorite fruit and vegetable and donating to shelter to buy fresh fruits and vegetables. Report results on report form to be recognize at State Leadership Conference
Fuel Up Play 60- Go to American Dairy Association Web site and get great ideas for projects-

http://school.fueluptoplay60.com/tools  Culinary- prepare a meal at a soup kitchen.
Contact: Paulette Farago, Ohio FCCLA State Adviser  < Paulette.Farago@ode.state.oh.us  >
Trainings:

HandsOn Central Ohio  in Columbus knows that a strong nonprofit sector is key to a healthy community. We offer a variety of trainings and consultation services to assist nonprofit organizations increase their effectiveness and enhance their capacity to deliver high-quality services. Our trainings address topics of interest to nonprofits at an economical tuition rate that fits nonprofit budgets. For a detailed training description, dates of trainings, fees and to register, visit http://www.handsoncentralohio.org/public/training/trainings.php. Board Strengthening 3rd of 3 part series.
Overview of the nonprofit sector. Class is required for the Nonprofit Leadership Certificate Program. Class is held at Ohio State University.June 14, 5:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Multiethnic Advocates for Cultural competence (MACC) is offering Care Trainings and sponsorship of a National conference (see below).The CARE training session(s) will help you increase your knowledge and understanding about the impact of cultural practices and beliefs on the patient/client - provider relationship, and provide opportunities for developing strategies to strengthen your cross-cultural skills. The training is targeted to behavioral/health care and human services professionals, as well as others who are interested in learning more about how to better serve the needs of our community's diverse populations.    The cost of the CARE training Level I (3 hour session) is $35 for MACC members and $45 for non-members and CARE Level II (8 hours) is $120 and $150 accordingly. CEU’s are available for RNs/LPNs and LSWs/LISWs; application has been made for CEU’s for Counseling and Ohio Chemical Dependency professionals.    Fax the registration brochure to 614-487-9320. For more information about CARE trainings click here. CARE Ohio Level I Trainings – “Building Cross-Cultural Competence in Health Care”   
·  Tuesday, June 28, 2011 – Cleveland, Ohio (Cuyahoga County)
9:00 a.m. to Noon / 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Cuyahoga County ADAMHS Board  - 2012 W.25th Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44113 
·  Tuesday, August 16,  2011 – Columbus, Ohio (Franklin County)
9:00 a.m. to Noon / 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Columbus Public Health Department - 240 Parsons Avenue – Room 119 C - Columbus, Ohio 43215
· CARE Ohio Level II Trainings - “CARE Continues”  
·  Thursday/Friday, August 25-26, 2011 – Mansfield, Ohio (Richland County)
Richland County Mental Health & Recovery Services, 87 E. First Street,
Suite L, Mansfield OH 44902
·  Thursday/Friday, September 13 and 14, 2011 – Cleveland, Ohio (Cuyahoga County)
Cuyahoga County ADAMHS Board - 2012 W.25th Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44113
·  Thursday /Friday October 20-21, 2011 – Columbus, Ohio (Franklin County)
Columbus Public Health Department - 240 Parsons Avenue – Room 119 C - Columbus, Ohio 43215
SAVE-THE-DATE National Training Conference September 28-30, 2011.
“Informing Cultural Competence through Research and Best Practices—Eliminating Disparities across Systems” A Partnership of the Multiethnic Advocates for Cultural Competence and the National Leadership Council on African American Behavioral Health, at Embassy Suites, Columbus – Airport, 2886 Airport Drive, Columbus, OH 43219.  Back to top of this listing for registration information.

National Association of Women Highway Safety Leaders (NAWHSL) “NAWHSL The Heart of Traffic Safety” Annual Conference in Cincinnati at Netherland Hilton.  Save the Dates – September 24-26.  www.nawhsl.org
Operation Lifesaver Training - Ohio Operation Lifesaver (OHOL) is a free public service education program dedicated to preventing and reducing fatalities and injuries at highway-rail grade crossings and along railroad rights-of-way. They will educate attendees on highway-rail grade crossing safety and provide vital information about the dangers encountered when people trespass on railroad property.OHOL is part of a national program known as Operation Lifesaver, Inc. (OLI). Both OHOL and OLI are nonprofit organizations.
To register for training, please visit our new volunteer management database, HandsOn Connect.
USEP-OHIO thanks Director Donna Collins ohioartseducation@gmail.com, Ohio Alliance for Arts Education (www.OAAE.net). and Joan Platz for content re advocacy.Contact us at usepohio@usepohio.com .  Visit our website www.USEP-OHIO.com  with questions, comments, Parent Tips for parents, grandparents and teachers and much more! 
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