USEP-OHIO E-update June 29, 2011

Dear Friends of USEP-OHIO, Educators, Advocates, Parents and Professionals,
Included in this E-Update: Reports on the Ohio General Assembly, the Statehouse, and updates on the Ohio Budget and many events in the legislature.  (Go to this link House passes budget for more information on the Ohio Budget to be signed into law by Governor Kasich by tomorrow.) We included News from the Ohio Department of Education Washington and Special Reports include a report on emerging technologies and effects on education.  We have included information on an Ohio Innovative and Learning Environments Conference, learning initiative conference in Hilliard co-sponsored by ODE and the educational service centers. Look for links to webinars, trainings and many events and resources at the end of this Update. Find information on foster grandparents, the UN sponsored meeting on the latest regarding Hiv.  See a link to an immigrant’s story about why the federal budget is so important to families, Read more at the USEP-OHIO website www.usep-ohio.com.  See recent reports on Preschool funding, Poverty in Ohio, School performance measures and Arts Education in past issues of the E-Update.
The USEP-OHIO Discover Parenting Statewide Exhibit was on display in the Riffe Center for Government and the Arts throughout May and through the first week in June.  Winning teachers and students have been selected, and will be announced on the website.  

The news of Education in Ohio is constantly changing.  Stay alert to changes you should know about. 
Cindy McKay, Executive Director, USEP-OHIO, Inc.
Ohio Education News:

The 129th Ohio General Assembly:
The Ohio House and Senate have scheduled hearings and committee meetings this week, and will be voting on the Biennial Budget bill, Sub. HB153 (Amstutz).

Update on HB153 (Amstutz) Biennial Budget:  The conference committee on Sub. HB 153, chaired by Representative Amstutz, cancelled meetings last week and on Saturday and Sunday, and is now scheduled to meet on Monday, June 27, 2011 at 10:00 AM to unveil the compromise between Senate and House versions of the budget bill. Lawmakers are expected to vote on Sub. HB153 on Wednesday to meet the June 30th deadline for the bill to be signed into law by Governor Kasich.

SBE to Select New Superintendent of Public Instruction: The State Board of Education, Debe Terhar president, will select a new Superintendent of Public Instruction at its July 2011 meeting (July 11 & 12, 2011).  There are two remaining candidates after Bob Sommers, the Director of the Governor's Office of 21st Century Education, withdrew his name from consideration after legal counsel advised him that Ohio's ethics laws would prevent him from working with his former boss, Governor Kasich, for a year. The two remaining candidates are former Illinois State Superintendent Robert Schiller and Superintendent Steve Dackin of the Reynoldsburg City Schools.

Legislative Schedule Released:  House Speaker Bill Batchelder and Senate President Tom Niehaus released last week the legislative schedule for the next six months. "If needed" sessions have been scheduled for July 12 & 13: no sessions have been scheduled for August; some sessions and committee hearings have been scheduled for September; and "if needed" sessions have been scheduled for October. Lawmakers will return to business as usual after the November election with sessions and committee hearings scheduled in November and through December 14, 2011.

Update on SB5 Referendum:  "We Are Ohio", representing opponents of SB5 (Jones) Collective Bargaining Reform, announced last week that it had collected over 700,000 signatures on petitions to place a referendum to overturn SB5 on the November 2011 ballot. The group needs 231,149 valid signatures by June 30, 2011 to qualify for the ballot. The group plans to hold a parade and march to the Secretary of State's office on June 29, 2011 to file the petitions. The Secretary of State then will then determine if there are enough valid signatures to qualify for the ballot.

Another issue that might be headed for the November ballot is a proposed constitutional amendment that would protect Ohioans from federal sanctions for not complying with certain provisions of the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  The proposed amendment also prohibits government from barring the purchase or sale of health care or health care insurance. The amendment is backed by The Ohio Liberty Council.

HB188 (Batchelder) Constitutional Modernization Commission:  The Senate Government Oversight and Reform Committee, chaired by Senator Faber, reported out HB188 (Batchelder) Constitutional Modernization Commission on June 23, 2011.  This bill establishes a 32-member constitutional modernization commission to study the Constitution of Ohio; promote an exchange of experiences and suggestions respecting desired changes in the Constitution; consider the problems pertaining to the amendment of the Constitution; and make recommendations from time to time to the general assembly for the amendment of the Constitution. The Senate Committee amended the bill to require the commission to transfer assets and records and disband if voters in 2012 decide to hold a constitutional convention.

The Ohio Legislatve Action:
The House and Senate approved a number of bills (listed below) last week as lawmakers cleared their desks for the summer recess. The Republican-led House and Senate have tackled a number of contentious legislative issues over the past six months, including the state budget, concealed guns in bars, collective bargaining reform, pension reform, merit-pay for teachers, restrictions on abortions, sentencing reform, privatization of public assets, drilling/fracturing on state-owned land, election/voter revisions, gambling/VLTs, and more, including legislation to create JobsOhio.

One of the bills that has been delayed in the Senate is HB159 (Mecklenborg.Blessing) Voter Photo-ID. The bill would require in-person voters to show an Ohio driver's license, a state identification card from the Bureau of Motor Vehicles, a U.S. military ID card, or a U.S. Passport as proof of identity in order to vote.

The Senate version would require voters without such a photo ID to cast a provisional ballot after providing their name, address, current date, date of birth, and either their full Social Security, driver's license, or state identification card.

Secretary of State Jon Husted issued a statement last week expressing his opposition to the ID voter provision. The Senate is expected to take action on HB159 this week along with the budget bill.

The following is a summary of legislation approved by the House, Senate, and sent to Governor Kasich last week:

The Senate approved the following bills last week: 

· HB194 (Mecklenborg/Blessing) Election Reform:  The Senate amended and then approved the bill by a vote of 23-10 (party lines).  The bill makes significant changes in Ohio's election law regarding the administration of elections; initiative and referendum petitions; primary election moved to May; candidates; counting ballots; voter registration; voter data bases; purging voter databases; online voting; provisional ballots; absentee voting; election observers; election poll books; campaign finance changes; new political parties; etc. The bill now awaits the House to concur with the Senate changes. 

· SB171 (Gillmor) Enact Recommendations of the Sunset Review Committee. The bill implements the recommendations of the Sunset Review Committee to eliminate certain state agencies, commissions, and councils. One of the councils included on the list to be eliminated is the School Funding Advisory Council, which is also eliminated in the Budget Bill, Sub. HB 153 (Amstutz). 

· SCR11 (Lehner) Graduation Rates: The bill approves an Ohio Department of Education plan regarding the calculation of graduation rates.  The change in determining graduation rates is required by federal regulations issued in 2008.

The Ohio House approved the following bills last week: 

· HB116 (Barnes) Notification of Policies Regarding Bullying. The House approved the bill on June 21, 2011.  It enacts the School Day Security and Anti-Bullying Act and requires age-appropriate instruction on, and parental notification of, public schools' policies prohibiting harassment, intimidation, or bullying. 

· HB157 (Schuring-Letson), Dyslexia Detection and Education for Teachers:  The House approved the bill on June 22, 2011.  The bill authorizes educational service centers to provide teacher professional development on dyslexia.
The following bills have been presented to Governor Kasich to sign into law: 

· HB86 (Blessing/Heard) Criminal Sentencing Revisions, which revises and clarifies the guidelines for the sentencing of certain crimes and offenses. 

· HB133 (Adams) Oil and Gas Leasing/Drilling on State Land, which creates the Oil and Gas Leasing Board and establishes a procedure by which the Board may enter into leases for oil and gas production on land owned by a state agency to provide funding for operating costs for the agency.

The Senate Finance Committee, chaired by Senator Widener, accepted a substitute budget bill (HB153-Amstutz) that makes many changes in the budget approved by the House a few weeks ago. The Senate Finance Committee retained a provision in HB153 that eliminated the estate tax starting in 2013, but did not include two other contentious provisions:  sentencing reform and a proposed increase in the contribution of public employees to the public pension system. The committee was accepting additional amendments through last Friday, and will meet this week to consider another omnibus amendment before voting on the bill.

Monetary changes added by the Senate raise the budget total to $55.7 billion for the biennium, and include an additional $115 million for K-12 education; an additional $100 million for local governments; $15 million more for the PASSPORT program; and up to $250,000 in each fiscal year to fund a shared services pilot project involving at least two Educational Service Centers.

School districts will receive $115 million more than allocated in the House version of the budget through two new provisions.  One provision guarantees that each school district will receive the amount of state funds that they received in FY11 (minus federal stimulus funds).  The other new provision awards an additional $17 per student to school districts rated "excellent" or "excellent with distinction" according to the local report card, affecting approximately 150 school districts.

According to the Legislative Service Commission analysis, the Senate Finance Committee proposed budget bill appropriates approximately $6.27 billion in FY12 and $6.31 billion in FY13 for state aid to schools. This amount is about $246.4 million (approximately $142 per pupil) lower in FY12 and $199.4 million (approximately $115 per pupil) lower in FY13 than estimated funding in FY11. Application of the charge-off valuation index results in higher wealth districts receiving larger per pupil reductions compared to FY11 than lower wealth districts.

The bill includes monetary changes in the following general revenue line items: 

· 20051 Auxiliary Services:  Increases this line item by $6.6 in FY12 and by $6.9 million in FY13 (This line item funds services provided to private schools.) 

· 200532 Nonpublic Administrative Cost Reimbursement:  Increases this line item by $3.6 million in FY12 and $3.6 million in FY13. 

· 200550 Foundation Funding:  Increases this line item by $65.5 million in FY12 and $49.6 million in FY13.  Total for Foundation Funding would be $5.536 billion in FY12 and $5.610 billion in FY13.

The Senate Finance Committee removed several provisions in HB153 included in the Executive and the House versions of the budget bill regarding gifted education, community schools, teacher evaluation, compensation, and incentive programs, and Educational Service Centers.  The following is a summary of some of the provisions removed from the Senate Finance Committee version of the budget bill:

Gifted Education R.C. 3314.08: Removes a provision that would allow a school principal or any other employee assigned to a school also to serve as a school district's gifted education coordinator if qualified to do so.

Community Schools
Removes.... 

· Payments for students with disabilities after the federal reporting deadline. 

· Several provisions regarding the right of community schools to have access to school district real property. 

· Provisions regarding for-profit corporations operating community schools. 

· Provisions regarding the role and responsibilities of community school sponsors. 

· A new definition for a community school operator, the authority of an operator, the roles and responsibilities of an operator, the rights of an operator concerning the renewal of contracts. 

· The limits set for persons serving on a community school governing authority; the changes proposed for the compensation of those serving on a community school board; changes regarding who can replace members of a governing authority. 

· Provisions regarding the establishment of community schools without sponsors and the requirement that community schools file with the Superintendent of Public Instruction a surety bond of $1 million. (R.C. 3314.029). 

· The new authority of the State Board of Education to be a sponsor of community schools. 

· Operator approval of a community school contract with a sponsor. 

· Exemption of E-school students from immunization requirements. 

· Exemption of community schools from state laws. (R.C. 3314.04 and 3314.03). 

· Provisions regarding collective bargaining and reductions in force in a community school. 

· Employment of community school personnel by an operator. 

· Opening day deadlines for community schools. 

· Provisions allowing a person age 22 to 29, who does not have a diploma, to enroll in a dropout prevention and recovery community school. 

· Provisions to transfer $1 million each year to fund a dropout program for students 22-29.

Teacher/Principal Evaluation, Compensation, Employment, Incentive Program Removes..... 

· Provisions regarding exempting excellent and effective school districts from requirements regarding teacher employment contracts, evaluations, compensation, and reduction in force. 

· The teacher incentive program and fund. 

· Teacher performance-based evaluations and compensation. 

· Awarding tenure to a teacher and provisions regarding a teacher's contract. 

· Requiring that the Superintendent develop a framework for the evaluation of teachers. 

· Requiring school districts, community schools, STEM schools, and ESCs to adopt a teacher evaluation policy based on the framework recommended by the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and that the evaluation be based at least 50 percent on three years of student academic growth. 

· Requirements for principal's evaluations. 

· Requirements regarding termination of contract, layoffs, and definition of "good and just cause".

Educational Service Centers: Removes provisions regarding the termination of ESC contracts and the election of new board members.

Fiscal Emergency School Districts: Removes provisions lengthening the amount of time that a district can reimburse the School District Solvency Assistance Fund.

GED: Removes provisions regarding the General Education Development program.

The Senate Finance Committee added several of its own provisions in the following areas: 

· Specifies that FED Fund 3140 appropriation item 370601, Federal Support, be used by the Council for subsidies only, and not for its administrative costs, unless the Council is required to use funds for administrative costs under conditions of the federal grant.  (Section 219.10) 

· Restores current law that requires all students enrolled in an e-school to receive a computer. 

· Requires the ODE to pay an additional subsidy of $17 per student to school districts rated excellent with distinction or excellent on the FY10 Local Report Card.  This provision will affect 150 school districts. 

· Repeals the moratorium on new internet- or computer-based community schools. 

· Privatizes the Ohio Lottery. 

· Creates hybrid schools that provide both remote and technology-based and classroom instruction. 

· Prohibits sponsors from selling goods or services to a school that its sponsors. 

· Clarifies qualifications for sponsors to sponsor more community schools. 

· Permits an educational service center to sponsor a start-up community school in any challenged school district (rather than only in a challenged school district located in a county within the ESCs territory or in a contiguous county). 

· Redefines a challenged school district as one in which the lowest five percent of districts are ranked according to the performance index score. 

· Permits the establishment of a start-up community school in a school district that is not a challenged school district under certain conditions. 

· Permits an organization composed of community school sponsors, to sponsor community schools. 

· Repeals current law requiring that a sponsor have a representative within 50 miles of each school it sponsors.  Requires the community school sponsor to meet monthly with the governing authority or treasurer of the school, and the SBE to define financial records. 

· Clarifies provisions regarding the termination/renewal of contracts and appeal hearings before the State Board of Education. 

· Grants civil immunity to sponsors for any action authorized by Community School Law. 

· Exempts from taxation real property used by a school district, STEM school, community school, ESC, or nonpublic school, unless the property is leased or otherwise used with a view to profit. 

· Changes the qualifications for obtaining and holding an alternative resident educator license. 

· Requires the Chancellor of the Board of Regents to annually report aggregate academic growth data for students assigned to graduates of teacher preparation programs teaching English language arts or mathematics in any grade four through eight in a public school. 

· Adds, as a new eligibility category for Ed Choice Scholarships, students who attend a district-operated school that, for at least two of the three preceding years, ranked in the lowest 10 percent of all school buildings by performance index score. 

· Creates a new Special Education Scholarship program for students in grades K-12. 

· Specifies that achievement assessments administered in grades three through eight are not public records. 

· Makes changes to the new high school graduation exams and end of course exams. 

· Eliminates certain requirements in law regarding the organization of the Ohio Department of Education. 

· Makes changes to the Governor's Effective and Efficient School program. 

· Makes changes regarding how an ESC governing board is elected. 

· Makes changes in the eligibility requirements for students to participate in interscholastic sports. 

· Exempts chartered nonpublic schools from credit flexibility. 

· Permits local and exempted village school districts to contract with an independent agent for transportation, after meeting certain criteria. 

· Makes several changes in how payments will be made to the new College-Preparatory Boarding School program. 

· Adds ESCs as educational support organizations to be integrated into the regional shared service center system. 

· Eliminates the School Employees Health Care Board. 

· Makes changes in the calculations of the School Facilities Commission's alternative equity list. 

· Authorizes a single ballot question that combines a property tax for a fixed amount and an income tax.

AND, Senate Republicans are still working on provisions that might be included in an omnibus amendment this week regarding prevailing wage; the transfer of state liquor profits to newly created JobsOhio; teacher evaluations and compensation; and more.

The Senate Finance Committee is expected to report HB153 out of committee this week after the committee accepts additional amendments. The Ohio Senate will then consider the bill for approval. Once the Ohio Senate has approved its version of the budget bill, the Ohio House will have an opportunity to accept or reject the changes in the bill. If the changes are rejected, House and Senate leaders will appoint a conference committee to work-out the differences between the versions of the budget bills. The state's budget needs to be signed into law by July 1, 2011.


This Week at the Ohio Statehouse:
MONDAY, JUNE 27, 2011
Conference Committee on Sub. HB153 (Amstutz) Biennial Budget, chaired by Representative Amstutz, at 10:00 AM in hearing room 313.

TUESDAY, JUNE 28, 2011
Senate Education: The Senate Education Committee, chaired by Senator Lehner, will meet at 9:30 AM in the South Hearing Room.  The committee will receive testimony on SB165 (Obhof/Grendell) State Academic Standards, which would include content on specified historical documents in the state academic standards and in the high school American history and government curriculum.

THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 2011
Ohio Retirement Study Council: The Ohio Retirement Study Council will meet at 8:30 AM in Hearing Room 114 to address the following: an RFP on independent review of pension issues; investment performance review; HPRS fiduciary audit.
Bills Introduced:
SB183 (Tavares) Community School Closure Exemption:  Exempts from closure certain community schools that enroll students receiving behavioral health services.

HB255 (Gonzales) School Breakfast Programs: Requires school districts and community schools to establish school breakfast programs in academic emergency buildings and makes other changes regarding school breakfast programs.

SB181 (Wagoner) Education/Preservation of State History: Implements recommendations of the Ohio Legislative Commission on the Education and Preservation of State History.

HB264 (Burke) Sunset Review Committee: Implements the recommendations of the Sunset Review Committee by abolishing, terminating, transferring, or renewing various agencies, and by reestablishing the Sunset Review Committee, but postpones its operation until the 131st General Assembly to terminate the operation of certain provisions of this act on December 31, 2016; and declares an emergency.
News from Washington:
USDOE Regional Advisory Committee Seeks Comments:  U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan appointed in May 2011 ten regional advisory committees (RACs) to advise the U.S. Department of Education (USDOE) about educational needs of regions as it establishes priorities for its comprehensive technical assistance centers.  Each RAC is conducting an educational needs assessment and will submit a report to the Secretary.
The Midwest RAC, which includes Ohio, is seeking comments and recommendations on the region's educational needs, and how those needs would be most effectively addressed. To read more about RAC or to submit comments, please visit http://www.seiservices.com/rac/

News from ODE
RttT Grants To Be Announced:  Governor Kasich and State Board President Debbie Terhar will announce the school districts and community schools that will receive Race to the Top Innovation Awards on Monday, June 27, 2011 at the Ohio Department of Education First Floor Lobby, 25 South Front Street, Columbus, at 10:00 AM.  The recipients will share $17 million in grants to implement one of the following innovation models: Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID); STEM supported by the Ohio STEM Learning Network (OSLN); New Tech; Asia Society International Studies School Network (ISSN); and Early College - The Ohio Early College High School Network.

Ohio Innovative and Learning Environments Conference:  The Ohio Innovative and Learning Environments Conference will be held on August 1-5, 2011 at the Hilliard Bradley High School, 2800 Walker Road, Hilliard, OH.

The conference is co-sponsored by the ODE, the Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Hilliard City Schools, and the Educational Service Center (ESC) of Central Ohio.The conference will provide educators with opportunities to learn about global perspectives on teaching and learning from internationally known educators from Finland, South Australia, and New Zealand. Conference participants will interact with practitioners from countries that have participated in OECD's Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA). Ohio is the only state participating in the OECD Innovative Learning Environments initiative, and is emphasizing innovation in its Race to the Top (RttT) programs.Presenters include: William Kist, associate professor at Kent State University, who works locally and internationally to broaden educators' conceptions of literacy to include new media. He will present strategies and guidance derived from his book, The Socially Networked Classroom. Ian Jukes, an international consultant, speaker, author and education reformer, who will present "Living on the Future Edge and Teaching for Tomorrow". Andy Hargreaves, Boston College professor, who will discuss high-performing education organizations, innovation, and the connection between teacher development and effectiveness. Dylan Wiliam, emeritus professor at the University of London who is well-known internationally for his formative assessment work, and will share thoughts on improving student achievement. Sara Kajder and Will Richardson, who specialize in using innovative Web tools for learning - and will address digital literacy and the changing classroom. The conference cost for all participants (including teachers who receive stipends) is $30 per day or $99 for the entire week. Contact hours or Ashland University graduate credit options are available. More information is available.
Critical Challenges to Teaching and Learning Ahead

The New Media Consortium (NMC) released on May 17, 2011 its third report entitled "The NMC Horizon Report:  2011 K-12 Edition". Since 2002 the NMC Horizon Project has identified and described emerging technologies likely to have an impact on teaching, learning, research, or creative expression within education around the globe. The report is produced by the NMC in collaboration with the Consortium for School Networking (CoSN), and the International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE), with support from HP's Office of Global Social Innovation.
Each year the report introduces critical challenges that are currently impacting teaching, learning, and creativity, and six emerging technologies or practices that are likely to enter mainstream use in the educational community within the next five years.
The report this year identified the following critical challenges that will affect K-12 education: 

· The importance of digital media literacy as a key skill in every discipline and profession. 

· Competition to traditional models of schools as a result of economic pressures and new models of education. 

· The inability of current technologies or practices to support the demand for personalized learning. 

· The fundamental structure of the K-12 education establishment -- aka "the system." 

· Integrating activities that take place outside of the classroom, but are related to learning and education, into the learning metrics.
The report also identified the following six emerging technologies: 

· Cloud Computing, including cloud-based applications, services, and tools. 

· Mobiles, such as smartphones, tablets, etc. that enable ubiquitous access to information, social networks, tools for learning and productivity, and applications. 

· Game-based Learning, single-player or small group, which has demonstrated its effectiveness to integrate the curriculum; engage learners; and foster collaboration among learners. 

· Open Content, which is a growing movement to make available the course content of schools/universities and education organizations to the public. 

· Learning analytics, which is the study of student engagement, performance, and progress in practice, in order to revise curricula, teaching, and assessment. 

· Personal Learning Environments (PLEs), which refers to approaches to learning that a student selects to meet learning styles and pace of learning.

The timing of the release of report at end of the school year couldn't be better, as educators reflect about the past school year and prepare for the next school year.  The report raises questions about the role that emerging technologies will have in instruction in the future, and how the "critical challenges" identified in the report can be addressed in Ohio's schools. The report is available.
Events and Resources:
Volunteer opportunity - Interested in being a foster grandparent? As a volunteer in the Foster Grandparent Program you'll receive a stipend, insurance benefits, and, best of all, the satisfaction of helping shape tomorrow's youth. You may volunteer 15 to 40 hours per week-it's up to you. There are no education or experience requirements, and you can choose to work with children from infancy through elementary school. For more information, contact Shryiell Owens, (614) 221-6766 ext 157 or  email sowens@handsoncentralohio.org  or look for the foster grandparent program in your area.
Conflict Resolution Education:
 Certificate Program in Conflict Management and Peace Studies Core Courses can be applied towards the Social and Behavioral Science degree requirements for any degree.  Introduction to Peace and Conflict Studies  (East, West, and Metro Campus)  Conflict Management Skills Class (East and West Campus),  Implementing Peace Studies and Conflict Management Theories and Practices with Service Learning (Independent Study) Call 216-987-3075 to register at CCC.  
 Sustained Dialogue Campus Network - Student-run and Student-lead at East/West and Metro Campus
Interested in helping to help the college create a safe and supportive learning environment for all students?  Interested in learning important conflict management skills transferable to all disciplines?  Find out more http://www.tri-c.edu/enrichment/communityservices/GRIC/Pages/SustainedDialogue.aspx
Exhibit - Photographic Images: A Local to Global Perspective, Critical issues affecting our planet and its people, West Campus and East Campus Library.  Global Issues Resource Center and students involved in the Tri-C Conflict Management and Peace Studies  certificate program share their peacebuilding experiences at a local to global level in Asia, Africa, the Americas, and the Middle East.
Contact: Jennifer Batton, M.A. Director, Global Issues Resource Center and Library, Cuyahoga Community College
Jennifer.Batton@tri-c.edu
Ohio ASCD Summer Conference: The 2011 Ohio ASCD Summer Conference, "Current Educational Issues in Ohio: Standards & Practice", will be held on June 28, 2011 at the Concourse Hotel & Conference Center in Columbus. The conference will feature a keynote presentation by Michael White entitled "Success Stories, Bad News and Total Nonsense in Education". White is a pediatric psychologist and educational consultant from Cincinnati. The agenda also includes information about the Race to the Top initiative, Ohio's revised content standards and model curriculum, and what is known about the contributions teachers make to student growth based on value-added data. For registration information, visit the Ohio ASCD web site at http://www.ohioascd.com/ or call (937) 996-4211.

Guide Released for Engaging Adolescents in Arts Education:  The National Guild for Community Arts Education, with support from the NAMM Foundation, released on May 18, 2011 a guide entitled "Engaging Adolescents: Building Youth Participation in the Arts".  The guide was informed by a panel that included experts on youth development and the arts, and describes how to increase teen participation in the arts by infusing youth development practices into out-of-school time arts education programs; how to increase the effectiveness of existing programs; and how to develop new programs to engage adolescents.

The guide includes national models that address the developmental needs of adolescents, and practical advice for developing and sustaining arts programs that not only foster artistic skill development, but help teens build life skills, self-efficacy, and a sense of belonging.  It also includes references and web links to literature and other resources useful to arts education organizations seeking to connect with teens.

 For more information please visit http://www.nationalguild.org/new/new.htm
See this Website for information on road safety worldwide.  Decade of Action for Road Safety.  From Beijing to Nairobi, to Mexico City to Washington, DC, there were amazing and diverse launches around the globe.  See www.decadeofaction.org for some worldwide photos.  And here in the U.S. states and territories, we had exciting events in 30 cities! Congratulations on a wonderful start to this worldwide recognition! 

Contact: Bella Dinh-Zarr <dinhzarr@dinhzarr.org> 
Webinars available live and banked for later listening – Free.  Go to the Urban Institute website http://www.urban.org/ for access to Chapin Hall video conferences on a host of topics including Parenting, Families, Immigrant issues, Extending Foster Care to Age 21, and a lot more. University of Chicago.
Education Week –Free Live Webinars Models of Blended Learning: What Works for Your District Available "on demand" any time 24 hours after the event.  Free registration is now open. Boosting Literacy with Effective Reading Comprehension "on demand" 24 hours after event.  Free registration is now open.  REPORT: Diplomas Count: Beyond High School, Before Baccalaureate Read the full report online, order the complete print or digital edition, and view the livestream of the event where the report findings are announced! As the 2011 graduation season arrives, many high school students are contemplating what pathway they will choose as they enter the next phase of their lives.  The latest edition of Diplomas Count, titled Beyond High School, Before Baccalaureate: Meaningful Alternatives to a Four-Year Degree, explores how understanding the link between learning and a career becomes more critical than ever for high school students preparing to graduate. Diplomas Count reconsiders the "college for all" movement and examines alternative postsecondary options. Plus, this annual benchmarking research report provides nationwide data on graduation rates, finally moving up. Teacher Evaluation New for 2011! Explore the complicated issue of assessing teacher performance and efforts to improve teacher evaluation.  Religion in Schools Take a look at the growing debate about the role of religion in schools, including the teaching of evolution, religion in textbooks, and school choice.
Ohio Association for the Education of Young Children Webcasts/Training presented by Early Care & Education National Experts Click here for all webcasts & registration details!
WEBCASTS DELIVER:FINGER TIP LEARNING:education brought to YOU and YOUR computer 
at YOUR convenience APPROVED PROFESSIONAL CREDIT: ODJFS In-Service, CDA, 
Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities Pending Credit Approval: IACET Education and Social Work CEUs
Click on one of the links below for a 3 minute webcast sample featuring Alice Sterling Honig discussing temperaments in young children. Enhanced View or Compatible View
Submit proposals for the April 19-21 2012 Ohio Early Care and Education Conference.  The Conference is built around the sharing of innovative ideas focusing on new approaches to everyday issues and using best practices based on current research. To create/update your OPIN profile and submit your proposal, go to www.opdn.org!

Submit your proposal and share your expertise with Ohio's early care and education professionals. 
Deadline to Submit: September 4, 2011  Selection notification:  November  
Check out references for Family and Consumer Sciences information:

www.oatfacs.org  and www.oafcs.org Have you checked out the "Our Ohio" Teacher's Lounge? Our Ohio Teacher's Lounge at http://ourohio.org/
All-Ohio Conference (OATFACS)Ohio Association for Teachers of Family and Consumer Sciences Summer Conference July 26-28, 2011, held jointly with the Ohio Association of Career Technical Education Conference at the Hyatt Regency registration and agenda can be found at www.ohioacte.org Thumbnail below.

Special Programming for CTE Culinary Arts, Family and Consumer Sciences, and GRADS Teachers- Tuesday July 26 - 1:00 - 2:30  Title:   Bringing Food and Nutrition Alive:  A hands-on look at Trends and Issues in the Food Marketplace.Presenter: Judith L. Dodd is a nationally recognized authority in nutrition education, child nutrition and school and community wellness as well as an author, consultant and public speaker. 3:00 - 4:30 Title:  Meeting the 21st Century Challenges in Food Safety Presentation description:  This presentation will provide current information about important food safety challenges and present research study findings on specific food handling behaviors.  In addition, some of the known long-term health outcomes of foodborne illness will be discussed, along with recent efforts to reform American's food oversight - in particular, the enactment of the Food Safety Modernization Act of 2010. Presenters: Patricia Buck earned a B.S. and M.S. in Education, as well as a M.A. in English, from Slippery Rock University, Slippery Rock PA.   In 2006, she co-founded the Center for Foodborne Illness Research & Prevention (CFI), a national nonprofit organization dedicated to prevent foodborne illness through research, education, advocacy.Lee Faulconbridge has been a Family & Consumer Science teacher at Lakeview School District, Sandy Lake, PA since 1982.  In 2003, she was selected by the Pennsylvania Association of Family and Consumer Sciences as Pennsylvania's Family & Consumer Science Teacher of the Year. 
 Ohio ACTE and ITSCO have partnered to present a look at what's going on in classrooms all over Ohio and how technology can be incorporated to increase student learning.  How do you define the 21st Century learner and what role do teachers play in fostering successful learning environments for our students?  Join David Hayward, ITSCO Associate Director, as we explore 21st Century learning models and how they correlate with available technology tools. In this opening kick-off session, participants will be given the opportunity for discovery.  Through interaction and collaborative efforts, participants will find answers to these questions while developing further questions and actions to take back to their schools.Wednesday, July 27    7:30 am - 9:00 OATFACS Members Breakfast; 9:15 am -  10:45 am General Session: Policy Update from Bob Sommers, Ohio's Director of 21st  Century Education and Kathy Shibley, ODE Office of Career-Technical Education Director  11:00 am -noon  Roundtables for FCS - Related Career Fields and FCCLA; 12:15 pm - 1:30 pm  Awards Luncheon: Including OATFACS Award Winners; 1:45  pm - 2:45 pm  Are You Advocating a Healthy Life Style?  Healthy Kitchens, Healthy Lives, Employment Search Skills and Portfolio Development, Increase Enrollment with Social Media, OCIS, Using Blogs and Gaming to Improve Reading skills of CTE students, Leadership in the Movies, Life smarts, FEFE Curriculum, “Onion-mics” A New Model for Financial Literacy and Training; 2:45-3:15 Exhibitor Break; 3:15-4:15 Enhancing Technology and Consumer Rights – Attorney General’s Office-Dual Enrollment; Teacher licensure; OGT Prep in non-core classes;  Using electronic tools in classroom; Meeting new criteria for healthy food. 4:15-5:30 Division Meetings (OATFACS); 5:30-7 CTE Social sponsored by Buckeye Educational Systems. Thursday, July 28 7:15-8:30 Continental Breakfast; 8:30 am - 9:45 am   General Session: Chancellor Jim Petro with a Board of Regents Update and National ACTE Executive Director, Jan Bray - Federal Legislative Update;  10-11 Experiencing Food the Sustainable Way, Blogging in the Career Tech Classroom, Employment Update, State Update on FCS and GRADS,  Cultural Competency for the Classroom; 11:15 - 12 :15    Classroom Management, Are You Preparing Students for 21st Century Success?
Ohio FCCLA State Leadership Conference was held in April.  Look at the FCCLA website for information about  the State Fair participation and amazing work that these students are doing.www.ohiofccla.yolasite.com .
Ohio FCCLA recently was awarded six United Healthcare HEROES Grants to conduct projects on childhood obesity, FCCLA: Move It! Move It!  Ohio FCCLA would like to have projects for Semester of Service taking place in all regions throughout the state in middle schools, high schools and career centers. Ohio FCCLA will again be at the Ohio State Fair, July 27- August 7.  Three new events have been added this year- Culinary Wars, Creative Creations and Spark Your Leadership Talent Show.  The registration forms have been on the Web at www.ohiofccla.yolasite.com .The deadline is July 13.  These events will be held on July 29 at the Youth Stage in the Youth Discovery Building( Lausche Building) at Ohio State Fair.  Parents may bring students.  Advisers are not required to attend.Also there are the Nutritious and Delicious culinary competitions in the Creative Arts Building. Registrations are due July 13 also.  There was only one application as of this week.  Go to www.ohiostatefair.com and select competitions- Creative Arts- Culinary Arts.   There are other competitions there also.

Ohio FCCLA are still in need of 4 chapters to work shifts at the fair.  Please contact Paulette

Contact: Paulette Farago, Ohio FCCLA State Adviser  < Paulette.Farago@ode.state.oh.us  >
Trainings:

HandsOn Central Ohio  in Columbus knows that a strong nonprofit sector is key to a healthy community. We offer a variety of trainings and consultation services to assist nonprofit organizations increase their effectiveness and enhance their capacity to deliver high-quality services. Our trainings address topics of interest to nonprofits at an economical tuition rate that fits nonprofit budgets. For a detailed training description, dates of trainings, fees and to register, visit http://www.handsoncentralohio.org/public/training/trainings.php. 
Multiethnic Advocates for Cultural competence (MACC) is offering Care Trainings and sponsorship of a National conference (see below).The CARE training session(s) will help you increase your knowledge and understanding about the impact of cultural practices and beliefs on the patient/client - provider relationship, and provide opportunities for developing strategies to strengthen your cross-cultural skills. The training is targeted to behavioral/health care and human services professionals, as well as others who are interested in learning more about how to better serve the needs of our community's diverse populations.    The cost of the CARE training Level I (3 hour session) is $35 for MACC members and $45 for non-members and CARE Level II (8 hours) is $120 and $150 accordingly. CEU’s are available for RNs/LPNs and LSWs/LISWs; application has been made for CEU’s for Counseling and Ohio Chemical Dependency professionals.    Fax the registration brochure to 614-487-9320. For more information about CARE trainings click here. CARE Ohio Level I Trainings – “Building Cross-Cultural Competence in Health Care”   
·  Tuesday, June 28, 2011 – Cleveland, Ohio (Cuyahoga County)
9:00 a.m. to Noon / 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Cuyahoga County ADAMHS Board  - 2012 W.25th Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44113 
·  Tuesday, August 16,  2011 – Columbus, Ohio (Franklin County)
9:00 a.m. to Noon / 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Columbus Public Health Department - 240 Parsons Avenue – Room 119 C - Columbus, Ohio 43215
· CARE Ohio Level II Trainings - “CARE Continues”  
·  Thursday/Friday, August 25-26, 2011 – Mansfield, Ohio (Richland County)
Richland County Mental Health & Recovery Services, 87 E. First Street,
Suite L, Mansfield OH 44902
·  Thursday/Friday, September 13 and 14, 2011 – Cleveland, Ohio (Cuyahoga County)
Cuyahoga County ADAMHS Board - 2012 W.25th Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44113
·  Thursday /Friday October 20-21, 2011 – Columbus, Ohio (Franklin County)
Columbus Public Health Department - 240 Parsons Avenue – Room 119 C - Columbus, Ohio 43215
SAVE-THE-DATE National Training Conference September 28-30, 2011.
“Informing Cultural Competence through Research and Best Practices—Eliminating Disparities across Systems” A Partnership of the Multiethnic Advocates for Cultural Competence and the National Leadership Council on African American Behavioral Health, at Embassy Suites, Columbus – Airport, 2886 Airport Drive, Columbus, OH 43219.  Back to top of this listing for registration information.
Eradicate Hiv

This month, over 3,000 participants, including 30 world leaders, senior officials, representatives of international organizations, religious organizations, civil society and people living with HIV, came together in New York, June 8-10, to attend the High level meeting on HIV/AIDS held at the United Nations (UN) Headquarters.
Links for additional information
Political declaration 2011
Security Council resolution on HIV/AIDS
UNAIDS official HLM AIDS summit website
Global plan to eliminate new HIV infections in Children
Refugees, resettlement and how we are dealing with immigrants coming into the US these days.  See this interesting story published recently in a report on human dignity and why the federal budget matters.  Click on the link so see Albert Yousif’s story.
Refugees who are welcomed to the United States are able to rebuild their lives make incredible contributions to our communities. Meet Albert Yousif, a former refugee who owns a cleaning company and employs several other refugees who share his determination to rebuild their lives. Albert is living proof of the American Dream.

Traffic Safety - National Association of Women Highway Safety Leaders (NAWHSL) “NAWHSL The Heart of Traffic Safety” Annual Conference in Cincinnati at Netherland Hilton.  Save the Dates – September 24-26.  www.nawhsl.org
Operation Lifesaver Training - Ohio Operation Lifesaver (OHOL) is a free public service education program dedicated to preventing and reducing fatalities and injuries at highway-rail grade crossings and along railroad rights-of-way. They will educate attendees on highway-rail grade crossing safety and provide vital information about the dangers encountered when people trespass on railroad property.OHOL is part of a national program known as Operation Lifesaver, Inc. (OLI). Both OHOL and OLI are nonprofit organizations.
To register for training, please visit our new volunteer management database, HandsOn Connect.
USEP-OHIO thanks Director Donna Collins ohioartseducation@gmail.com, Ohio Alliance for Arts Education (www.OAAE.net). and Joan Platz for content re advocacy. Contact us at usepohio@usepohio.com .  Visit our website www.USEP-OHIO.com  with questions, comments, Parent Tips for parents, grandparents and teachers and much more! 
 
END June 29, 2011 USEP-OHIO E-Update
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