USEP-OHIO E-Update January 31, 2013 and Events and Resources
Dear Friends of USEP-OHIO, Educators, Advocates, Parents and Professionals,
Included in this E-Update:

January 2013 Ohio Board of Education Notes; National Information.  This Update does NOT include the information for Events and Resources normally a part of our Updates.  We will publish Events and Resources and the calendar for the 2013 Discover Parenting Project next week.  Look  for that email to come to your Inbox next week. 
Events and Resources – One event you will be looking for is Governor Kasich’s State of the State address February 19th in Lima Ohio.  We will have a link including more information next week.
As of today, a final decision has not been made as to where the Governor will make the address.
Cindy McKay  Executive Director, USEP-OHIO, Inc.
Ohio News
Superintendents to Preview New School Funding System: Governor Kasich's office has invited school district superintendents and representatives from charter schools to attend a meeting on January 31, 2013 to preview a proposed new school funding system for Ohio's schools/districts. The new system is expected to be included in Governor Kasich's proposed FY14-15 education budget. Representatives of other statewide education organizations were not invited to this meeting, but Governor Kasich has stated that his office will also hold public meetings about the new funding system. Stay tuned!!

130th Ohio General Assembly: The Ohio House and Senate are scheduled to meet this week and several committees are scheduled to hold organizational meetings, including the House Policy and Legislative Oversight Committee, which will meet on January 29, 2013 at 2:00 PM in hearing room 115. 

House Committee Members Named: House Speaker William Batchelder announced last week the membership of the House's 17 committees and six subcommittees. The membership of the House Education, Finance and Appropriations, and Ways and Means committees, and the membership of the Higher Education, and Primary and Secondary Education subcommittees of the House Finance and Appropriations Committee are included below:

House Education Committee: Representative Gerald Stebelton (R), chair; Representative Andrew Brenner (R). vice chair; Representative Teresa Fedor (D), ranking minority member; and Representatives Antonio (D); Becker (R), Bishoff (D), Derickson (R), Driehaus (D), Hayes (R), Heard (D), Henne (R), Huffman (R), Kunze (R), Patterson (D), Strahorn (D), Roegner (R), Slaby (R), Smith (R), and Thompson (R).

House Finance and Appropriations Committee: Representative Ron Amstutz (R), chair; Representative Jeff McClain (R), vice chair; Representative Vernon Sykes (D), ranking minority member; and Representatives Antonio (D), R. Adams (R), Anielski (R), Ashford (D), Beck (R), Carney (D), Clyde (D), Derickson (R), Dovilla (R), Driehaus (D), Duffey (R), Foley (D), Gonzales (R), Grossman (R), Hall (R), Hayes (R), Lundy (D), Maag (R), McGregor (R), Phillips (D), Ramos (D), Reece (D), Rosenberger (R), Sears (R), Smith (R), Sprague (R), Stautberg (R), Stebelton (R).

House Finance and Appropriations Committee, Higher Education Subcommittee: Representative Rosenberger (R), chair; Representative Ramos (D), ranking minority member; and Representatives Dovilla (R), Clyde (D), and Duffey (R).

House Finance and Appropriations Committee, Primary and Secondary Education Subcommittee: Representative Hayes, chair; Representative Matt Lundy, ranking minority member; and Representatives Maag (R), Phillips (D), and Stebelton (R). 

House Policy and Legislative Oversight Committee: Representative Dovilla (R), chair; Representative Buchy (R), vice chair; Representative Ron Gerberry (D), ranking minority member; and Representatives J. Adams (R), Blessing, III (R), Brenner (R), Cera (D), Clyde (D), Curtin (D), Fedor (D), Huffman (R), Pelanda (R), and Perales (R).

House Ways and Means Committee: Representative Peter Beck (R), chair; Representative Terry Boose (R), vice chair; Representative Tom Letson (D), ranking minority member; and Representatives Amstutz (R), Barnes (D), Baker (R), Becker (R), Blair (R), Foley (D), Green (R), McClain (R), Patmon (D), Rogers (D), Slesnick (D), Scherer (R), Schuring (R), Sprague (R), Terhar (R). and Winburn (D).
Last week House Democrats elected their leadership team for the 130th Ohio General Assembly. Democrats re-elected Representatives Armond Budish (D-Beachwood) as Minority Leader; Matt Szollosi (D-Oregon), Assistant Minority Leader; Tracy Heard Minority Whip; and Debbie Phillips as Assistant Minority Whip.

National News
Recap of Education Laws Due for Reauthorization: The list of education-related federal laws due for reauthorization will increase during the 113th Congress, but, education advocates are not sure if lawmakers will be able to overcome the philosophical and economic differences to revise any of them. 

Even without reauthorization Congress is expected to continue to appropriate funds for these laws. But, there is a danger that most are becoming ineffective, because needed revisions and updates have not been approved in years. Also, as Congress and the President debate the next round of budget cuts, which were postponed until March 2013, there is a concern that funding for some of the education programs included in these laws will be reduced or eliminated. 

The following is a recap of some of the laws that are due/overdue for reauthorization:

Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) also known as the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). Reauthorized in 2002. Both the U.S. House and Senate have worked on revisions of the law during the 112th Congress. The U.S. Department of Education, Arne Duncan Secretary, has also proposed a variety of changes in the law. Until the law is revised the Obama administration has implemented a controversial waiver process, so that states can avoid some of the consequences for not meeting the federal mandates in NCLB. Ohio has received one of these waivers in exchange for meeting other accountability requirements and meeting other provisions established by the U.S. Department of Education.

Education Sciences Reform Act: Reauthorized in 2002. This law supports federal education research, statistics, and evaluation, and the Institute of Education Sciences (created in the act). 

Child Care and Development Block Grant Act. This law supports early-child-care programs; promotes parental choice for working parents; encourages states to provide consumer information; and supports state health, safety, licensing, and registering standards for early child care programs. Reauthorized in 1996. 

Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act. Reauthorized in 2006. This law supports vocational education programs. The last time it was reauthorized it increased focus on the academic achievement of career and technical education students, strengthened the connections between secondary and postsecondary education, and improved state and local accountability for career tech programs. 

Head Start Act: Reauthorized in 2007. This law supports early childhood education programs for low-income families so that children are ready for school. 

Higher Education Act: Reauthorized in 2008. This law supports teacher education programs, student financial aid, and college-access programs, including GEAR-UP and TRIO.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act: Reauthorized in 2004. This law supports programs for students with disabilities. 

Workforce Investment Act: Reauthorized in 1998. This law supports job training programs. 

Charter School Update: The National Alliance for Public Charter Schools released on January 15, 2013 some estimates about the number of charter schools and enrollment in charter schools for the 2012-13 school year. 

According to the press release there are estimated to be over 6,000 charter schools enrolling more than 2.3 million students in the U.S. The states with the highest number of new charter schools added this year are California, Florida, Texas, New York, and Michigan. 

According to the National Center for Education Statistics the total enrollment of public school students in the U.S. in 2010-11 was 49.5 million. Charter school enrollment is about 4.6 percent of public school enrollment. 

The new data for charter schools is available on the National Alliance for Public Charter Schools data dashboard.

Notes From the January Meeting of the Ohio Board of Education  

The State Board of Education, Debe Terhar president, met on January 14 & 15, 2013 at the Ohio School for the Deaf, 500 Morse Road, Columbus, OH.

On Monday, January 14, 2013 newly elected, re-elected, and appointed members of the State Board of Education participated in a swearing-in ceremony conducted by Justice Sharon Kennedy, Ohio Supreme Court. 

The State Board includes eleven members who are elected through nonpartisan races, and eight members appointed by the governor with the consent of the Ohio Senate. 

The State Board for 2013-14 includes five incumbents and two new members elected on November 6, 2012; two members re-appointed and two members newly appointed by Governor Kasich; and seven members who are continuing their terms on the board. Governor Kasich must also make another appointment to fill an open seat, formerly held by Stanley Jackson.

2013-14 State Board of Education
Elected Members
District 1: Ann Jacobs (Lima) RE-ELECTED

District 2: Kathleen A. McGervey (Avon) Term ends December 31, 2014

District 3: Jeffrey Mims (Dayton) Term ends December 31, 2014

District 4: Debe Terhar (Cincinnati) Term ends December 31, 2014

District 5: Bryan Williams (Fairlawn) RE-ELECTED. 

District 6: Michael Collins (Westerville) RE-ELECTED. 

District 7: Sarah Fowler (Rock Creek) NEWLY ELECTED

District 8: Deborah Cain (Uniontown) Term ends December 31, 2014

District 9: Stephanie Dodd (Hebron) NEWLY ELECTED

District 10: Jeff Hardin (Milford) RE-ELECTED

District 11: Mary Rose Oakar (Cleveland) RE-ELECTED

Appointed At-Large Members
Angel Thi Bennett (East Cleveland) - RE-APPOINTED

Tess Elshoff (New Knoxville) Term ends on December 31, 2014

Joe Farmer (Baltimore) Term ends on December 31, 2014

Tom Gunlock (Centerville) Term ends on December 31, 2014 

C. Todd Jones (New Albany) - RE-APPOINTED 

Darryl D. Mehaffie - NEWLY APPOINTED

Dr. Mark A. Smith - NEWLY APPOINTED

During the State Board's biennial reorganization meeting members re-elected Debe Terhar president and Tom Gunlock vice president. President Terhar announced some changes in committee assignments, and the creation of an Accountability Committee, chaired by Tom Gunlock and Bryan Williams, to oversee the implementation of provisions included in HB555 (Stebelton/Butler) regarding Ohio's new school report card system. The following are the new committee assignments:

Accountability Committee 
Tom Gunlock (chair)

Bryan Williams (chair)

Debe Terhar 

Michael Collins 

Stephanie Dodd 

Mark A. Smith 

The Appointments Committee 
Joe Farmer (chair)

Deborah Cain (vice-chair) 

Tess Elshoff 

Sarah Fowler

Ann Jacobs 

Darryl Mehaffie 

The Achievement Committee 
C. Todd Jones (chair) 

Joe Farmer (vice-chair) 

Tess Elshoff 

Sarah Fowler 

Jeff Hardin 

Ann Jacobs 

The Capacity Committee 
Tom Gunlock (chair) 

Bryan Williams (vice-chair) 

Stephanie Dodd 

Kathleen McGervey 

Darryl Mehaffie 

The Executive Committee 
Debe Terhar (chair) 

Tom Gunlock (vice-chair) 

Joe Farmer 

C. Todd Jones 

Angela Thi-Bennett 

Bryan Williams 

The Legislative & Budget Committee 
Bryan Williams (chair) 

C. Todd Jones (vice-chair) 

Mike Collins 

Joe Farmer 

Ann Jacobs 

Darryl Mehaffie 

Kathleen McGervey 

Rose Mary Oakar 

The Urban Education Committee 
Angel-Thi Bennett (chair) 

Collins (vice-chair) 

Deborah Cain 

Jeff Mims 

Rose Mary Oakar

Mark A. Smith 

President Debe Terhar also announced that the State Board would hold future meetings starting in March 2013 at the renovated joint offices of the Ohio Department of Education and the Ohio Board of Regents at 25 South Front Street in Columbus. The Ohio Board of Regents has completed its move into the ODE building, and as a result of renovations connected with the move, there is now a conference center in the basement to hold State Board meetings. The Executive Committee also adopted a calendar of meeting dates for 2013, and moved the annual retreat from June to July.

Committee Reports 
The Achievement Committee, chaired by C. Todd Jones, adopted an amended Resolution to approve an ODE Policy on Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports, and Restraint and Seclusion and a Resolution of Intent to Enact Rule 3301-35-15 of the Administrative Code Entitled Standards Concerning the Implementation of Positive Behavior Intervention Supports and the Use of Restraint and Seclusion. The State Board will adopt the resolution regarding the rule in April 2013. During the discussion about the rule and policy, some Board members expressed the concern that community schools are not required to comply with this policy or rule. 

The committee also received an update about the Ohio Performance Assessment Pilot Project. This program, funded through Race to the Top, is piloting performance-based assessments in elementary and high schools, and defining the nature and implementation of the tasks to be used as a statewide test instrument. 

The Capacity Committee, chaired by Tom Gunlock, had four items on their agenda:

Rules 3301-102-01 to -07, Community School Sponsorship Rules
The Committee discussed some additional changes to the rules, which will be presented to the committee again in February. The Community School Sponsorship rules are being reviewed as part of the five-year rule review process. The rules describe the application process and approval procedures for parties interested in becoming sponsors of new start-up community schools; sponsorship agreements between the Department and an approved sponsor; sponsorship obligations of all sponsors of conversion and new start-up community schools; the Department's oversight of all sponsors; revocation of sponsors; and payment processes for community schools. The revisions have been available for public comment and have been reviewed by the Lt. Governor's Common Sense Initiative (CSI) office. 

Rules 3301-24-19 to -22, Alternative Resident Educator License Rules
The Committee voted to recommend to the full State Board the approval of the proposed rules as presented. Several changes have been made to the alternative resident educator licenses to align the rules with HB 153 (ORC 3319.26). Those changes include increasing from grades 4-12 to grades K-12 the grade bands for the designated subjects alternative license; adding the option to complete a summer training institute approved by the Chancellor of the Ohio Board of Regents to meet the pre-service teacher training requirement for the alternative licensure, instead of the existing Intensive Pedagogical Training Institute; adding the option to complete a professional development program approved by the Chancellor in lieu of 12 additional semester hours of professional education college coursework in the principles and practices of teaching; and removing the requirement for applicants for alternative licensure to have completed a major in the subject area to be taught. The committee included the recommendations of the Educator Standards Board to add a 3 semester hour reading coursework requirement to alternative licenses for grades K-12 designated subjects and for grades P-12 world languages.

SEED School of Cincinnati
Jessica Voltolini, ODE Assistant Legal Counsel, provided an update on the current status of issues related to the SEED School of Cincinnati. Department legal staff is scheduled to meet with SEED representatives next week to discuss SEED's proposed revisions to the Operator Contract.

Teacher Evaluation Framework for State Agencies
A standards-based framework for evaluating teachers employed in state agencies will be presented to the State Board in April 2013. The Educator Standards Board is currently working on the framework. The State Board must adopt this framework on or before June 30, 2013. State agencies that employ teachers are required to adopt an education policy aligned to the framework at the expiration of any collective bargaining agreement. The existing collective bargaining agreement covering state agency employed teachers is due to expire on June 30, 2015. 

The Committee on Urban Education, chaired by Angela Thi-Bennett, received two presentations. Dr. Christopher Woodlard, ODE Director from the Office of Policy and Research, and Dr. Matthew Cohen, ODE Chief Research Officer, presented information about value added data, and Dr. Stephanie Siddens, Director from the Office of Early Learning & School Readiness, and Barbara Weinberg, Assistant Director of the Office of Early Learning and School Readiness, presented information about early childhood education. 

The Legislative and Budget Committee, chaired by Bryan Williams, received a year-end legislative update and discussed a proposal for the State Board to adopt a federal platform for the reauthorization of the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 

Kelly Weir, Executive Director of Legislative Services and Budgetary Planning, and Jennifer Hogue, State Legislative Liaison for the Ohio Department of Education, reviewed legislation affecting education and approved during the lame duck session of the 129th General Assembly. 

One of the provisions of HB 280 (Dovilla/Bera) provided $3.2 million from lottery profits in additional funding for some school districts on the guarantee to reimburse them for students who had never attended a public school, but were now participating in the Jon Peterson Scholarship Program for Students with Disabilities. Students participating in the program are counted for funding purposes in their resident school districts' enrollment, and then funds are transferred for those students from the school district of residence to entities educating the student. Board members asked how the additional $3.2 million will be distributed. Ms. Weir stated that discussions about allocating the funds were just starting, and that she would update the Board in the future.

Jeremy Marks, Federal Legislative Liaison for the Ohio Department of Education, Susan Zake, Director Office of Exceptional Children, and Tom Lather, Assistant Director, Office of Exceptional Children, reviewed the purpose of developing a platform to make recommendations for the reauthorization of the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). IDEA was last reauthorized in 2004. The platform will include Ohio specific and State Board endorsed recommendations for the reauthorization of IDEA, and will be shared with Ohio's Congressional delegation and stakeholder organizations. 

Report of the Acting Superintendent of Public Instruction
Michael Sawyers, Acting Superintendent of Public Instruction, provided the Board an update about the following items:

New ODE Staff: Acting Superintendent Sawyers announced that Tina Thomas Manning had joined the Ohio Department of Education as an Associate Superintendent for the Division of Accountability and Quality Schools; Jason Rafeld as chief of staff; and John Richard would be joining the ODE in February 2013 as Senior Executive Director in the Center for Accountability and Continuous Improvement.

Safety Plans: The Ohio Department of Education and the Attorney General's Office are working together to inform schools about the resources available to improve safety. Acting Superintendent Sawyers emphasized the role that the community should play in helping schools become better prepared to avert the recent school tragedies that have taken place in Ohio and Connecticut. There are less than 40 schools, mostly community schools, that have not submitted a required school safety plan to the ODE. 

Cross Agency Teams: The Ohio Board of Regents has completed its move into the ODE building at 25 South Front Street, Columbus. Cross Agency Teams have been developed to better coordinate and communicate educational policies for the preK-20 education system. Cross agency teams have been formed to examine teacher quality, transitioning from the Praxis to the Pearson teacher licensure exams, and college and career readiness. 

The teacher quality team, for example, is looking at ways to improve the standards for students entering teacher preparation programs. There is significant variance in the requirements for students entering Ohio's 51 teacher preparation programs, and the ODE and BOR are working to align the requirements among the programs. 

The cross agency team for college and career readiness is developing a request for proposals to develop an nationally standardized college and career readiness assessment, which will be administered to 10th grade students in 2014, although the ODE would like to administer the assessment in the fall of 2013. The team is also looking at online and blended learning.

Third Grade Reading Guarantee Grants. Over 200 schools applied for the Third Grade Reading Guarantee Grants. The General Assembly put aside $13 million from the lottery profit fund for schools to implement the program through a competitive grant process. The applications are being reviewed now, and the awards will be available in April 2013.

HB555 Overview 
Kelly Weir, Executive Director of Legislative Services and Budgetary Planning, presented to the State Board information about HB555 (Stebelton-Butler), which was passed by the General Assembly and signed into law on December 20, 2012. The law becomes effective on March 22, 2013.

According to the presentation, there are three primary components of the law: the A-F report card for schools/districts; a separate report card for dropout recovery schools; and a rating system for community school sponsors. 

The law also makes changes in the Third Grade Reading Guarantee, teacher evaluations, and more. For example, by August 31, 2013, the State Board must submit to General Assembly recommendations for a comprehensive statewide plan to intervene directly in and improve the performance of persistently poor performing schools and school districts. 

The following are some highlights of the main provisions of the law:

Dropout Recovery Report Card: This report card will be issued in lieu of the A-F report card for the 75 or so community schools in which the majority of students are in dropout recovery programs. 

The report card for dropout recovery schools will include three ratings: exceeds standards, meets standards, and does not meet standards. The report cards will include three measures in 2013: graduation rate (4 year cohort up to 8 year cohort phased-in); high school assessment percentage; annual measurable objectives (AMOs); and for the 2015 report card, a nationally norm-referenced assessment for the reading and/or math progress measure. 

The new report card will be implemented over several years. In August 2013 the report card will be issued without the ratings. In August 2014 there will ratings for each individual measure except for the reading/math progress measure, and student outcome data will be reported. In August 2015 and annually thereafter, a report card will be issued with individual performance measures rated, and also an overall performance rating for the composite measures. The ODE shall also include student outcome data which shall not be included in the calculation of the overall performance rating.

To implement the law the State Board is required to adopt rules for the graduation rate, the high school assessment passage rate, and the AMOs by June 30, 2013, which means that the rules must be developed by May 2013. By December 31, 2014 the State Board must establish the benchmarks for the reading and math progress measure and, if determined by the State Board, an national standardized assessment. The Ohio Department of Education is also required to gather and analyze data from each dropout prevention and recovery school in consultation with stakeholders, and identify one or more states that have established, or are in the process of establishing, similar academic performance rating systems for dropout prevention and recovery programs, and consult with the departments of education of those states. Colorado has been working on dropout recovery programs for several years, and was suggested as a state to consult.

The ODE is also required to post on its website the ratings and relevant performance data for each community school, and provide a copy of the ratings and data to the governing authorities of community schools.

Community School Sponsor Ratings
The State Board is required to develop a rating system for community school sponsors, which will go into effect after January 1, 2015, based on three measures: academic performance of students on state assessments; quality practices developed by a national association of community school organizations; and compliance with state and federal laws and rules. 

Community school sponsors will be rated exemplary, effective, ineffective, or emerging (applicable to sponsors within the first two years of sponsorship). Currently community school sponsors rated at the bottom 20 percent of sponsors on the ranking scale are not allowed to sponsor additional community schools.

To implement this part of the HB555, ODE must prescribe quality practices for community school sponsors and develop an instrument to measure these practices by March 31, 2013. The State Board must also adopt the "compliance with standards" rules by July 1, 2013. 

Third Grade Reading Guarantee
HB555 includes more options for teachers to demonstrate their ability to provide reading instruction when a student is identified reading below grade level, and aligns the strategies that teachers must provide students who are retained and those who are on reading improvement monitoring plans (RIMPS). Currently, there are two sets of teacher credentials required based on the types of students served. 

Teacher Evaluation
Changes have also been made to the teacher evaluation process. HB555 provides that certain statutory deadlines regarding teacher evaluations and timelines for non renewal notices prevail over any conflicting provisions of a collective bargaining agreement entered into on or after the effective date of the bill; exempts instructors of adult education from performance evaluation requirements for public school teachers; and exempts substitute teachers and instructors of adult education from teacher evaluations conducted by state agencies that employ teachers. 

The most significant change in the law regarding teacher evaluations pertains to the way in which the value-added progress dimension for student academic growth must be used to evaluate teachers. Within the current framework adopted by the State Board of Education, up to 50 percent of a teacher's evaluation is based on the student academic growth, and the other 50 percent on teacher performance. HB555 now requires the part of the teacher evaluation framework based on student growth to reflect the proportion of a teacher's schedule for which value added data is available. The State Board will need to update the teacher evaluation framework to reflect this change.

K-12 Report Card
HB555 replaces the current academic performance rating system for school districts, individual buildings of districts, community schools, STEM schools, and college-preparatory boarding schools with a phased-in letter grade system in which districts and schools are assigned grades of "A," "B," "C," "D," or "F" based on various performance measures. 

The new accountability system was originally included in the request Ohio submitted to the U.S. Department of Education (U.S. DOE) seeking a waiver from compliance with certain provisions of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, also known as No Child Left Behind. The waiver was granted by the U.S. DOE contingent upon the development of the A-F accountability system for schools. The waiver request must be re-submitted to the U.S. Department of Education by June 30, 2013.

The new report card measures will be grouped under the following components: Achievement, Progress, Graduation Rate, K-3 Literacy Progress, Gap Closing (AYP alternative), and Prepared for Success (formerly College-and Career-Ready). 

Achievement Component: The Achievement component includes two measures: the Performance Index and the Performance Indicators, which will be graded starting in August 2013. A grade for the overall component will be calculated starting in 2015 and 2016.

The Performance Indicators include all of the tested items on Ohio's 24 state assessments, while the Performance Index measures how well students do on the assessments, and assigns a weight for students achieving limited, basic, proficient, accelerated, and advanced on state exams. Students who are accelerated or advanced in a grade or subject area will have their test scores adjusted, so that the student gets credit for achieving at a higher level. 

Progress Component: The Progress component includes five measures: value-added (overall), value-added for gifted, value-added for students with disabilities, value-added for the lowest performing quintile of students statewide, and High School Progress. With the exception of the high school progress measure, these measures will be graded starting in August 2013, and a grade for the overall component will be calculated, but not graded, on the 2015 and 2016 report card. The high school progress measure will not be graded until August 2016. 

Graduation Component: The graduation component includes two measures: a four year cohort and a five year cohort graduation rate. Both items will be graded starting in 2013. A grade for the overall component will be calculated, but not graded, for the 2015 and 2016 report cards.

K-3 Literacy Progress: The K-3 Literacy Progress component includes one measure: the Third Grade Guarantee Progress, which is a percentage of students who are not on track to read by the third grade. The measure will be graded on the 2014 - 2016 report card. A grade for the overall component will be calculated, but not graded, in 2015 - 2016.

Gap Closing: The Gap Closing (AYP alternative) component includes one measure: annual measurable objectives (AMOs), which will be graded starting in 2013. A grade for the overall component will be calculated, but not graded, in 2015 and 2016.

Annual measurable objectives replace adequate yearly progress (AYP), which measured student proficiency in reading and math, and set as a goal that all students would be proficient in math and reading by 2014.

As this goal became more and more impractical to achieve, Ohio proposed in its ESEA waiver application a new measure, annual measurable objectives. AMOs measure how well schools/districts are closing the achievement gap among groups of students, such as students with disabilities, students who are learning English, students who are economically disadvantaged in the areas of math, reading, and graduation rate, and all students.

Prepared for Success: This component includes seven measures of student participation and/or scores in the following areas: college admission test; honors diplomas; dual enrollment; Advanced Placement; International Baccalaureate; industrial credentials; and college and career ready. 

The measures in this component will not be graded, but just reported, starting in 2014. An overall component grade will be calculated in 2015 and 2016.

The College and Career Ready Assessment measure will be "reported only" starting in August 2014, and could be included in the Prepared for Success component grade starting in 2015, if the State Board makes that determination.

Safe Harbor Provision: HB555 also requires the State Board of Education by March 31, 2013 to make recommendations to the General Assembly to create a one-year safe harbor for districts and schools for the first year that the PARCC assessments are administered. The recommendation must include a method to exempt districts, buildings, community schools, STEM schools, and college preparatory boarding schools that have a decline in performance index score from sanctions and penalties based on report card ratings.

Public Participation on Agenda Items
Sarah Clark from the Ohio School Boards Association addressed the State Board during public participation on agenda items regarding the Restraint and Seclusion policy and rules. According to the presentation, OSBA has participated in the development of the policy and rules, and appreciates that changes have been made to address their concerns. However, OSBA still questions the timeline for implementing the rule, and believes that school districts need more time for adopting a policy and training staff. OSBA also believes that the policy and rules should apply to all schools, including community schools.

State Board Action
The State Board of Education at the January 2013 meeting took the following actions regarding the Report and Recommendations of the Acting Superintendent of Public Instruction

#3 Approved a Resolution of Intent to Amend Rule 3301-24-08 of the Administrative Code entitled Professional or Associate License Renewal. 

#4 Approved a Resolution of Intent to Amend Rules 3301-24-19 to -22 of the Administrative Code regarding Alternative Resident Educator Licenses.

#5 Approved a Resolution of Intent to Amend Rule 3301-35-15 of the Administrative Code concerning the implementation of Positive Behavior Intervention Supports and the Use of Restraint and Seclusion. 

#6 Approved a Resolution of Intent to Confirm the Tuslaw Local School District's Determination of Impractical to Transport certain students attending Heritage Christian School, Canton, OH. 

#7 Approved a Resolution to confirm and approve the Recommendation of the Hearing Officer to approve the transfer of school district territory from the Northwestern Local School District, Wayne County, to the Norwayne Local School District, Wayne County, pursuant to Section 3311.24 of the Ohio Revised Code.

#16 Approved a Resolution to Amend Rules 3301-13-01, -02, -05, AND -06 and to Rescind Rule 3301-13-08 of the Administrative Code regarding statewide assessments.

#17 Amended and approved the Resolution to Approve ODE Policy on Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports, and Restraint and Seclusion. The Achievement Committee amended the policy, and then the State Board amended the resolution again to state that the records referred to in the policy are subject to the Federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). President Terhar referred to the Legislative and Budget Committee for consideration the concerns raised about the fact that the policy does not apply to community schools. 

New Business
C. Todd Jones explained that the State Board will restructure its Board meetings starting in March 2013, and add time to the agenda to conduct a panel discussion on a variety of topics on Monday afternoons. The first topic that will be considered at the March 2013 meeting is school safety.

LOOK FOR EVENTS AND RESOURCES IN YOUR INBOX NEXT WEEK, ALONG WITH INFORMATION ON DISCOVER PARENTING 2013!
USEP-OHIO thanks to Director Donna Collins ohioartseducation@gmail.com, Ohio Alliance for Arts Education (www.OAAE.net), and Joan Platz for content re advocacy. Contact us at usepohio@usepohio.com .  Visit our website www.USEP-OHIO.com  with questions, comments, Parent Tips for parents, grandparents and teachers and much more!
Send us your events and the information you wish others to receive regarding your organization or program.  Remember to enroll others in our address list to receive Parent Tips or Updates like this at usepohio@usepohio.com or to Cindy McKay cljfmckay@msn.com  
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