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Discover Parenting Information: How Does it Feel to be a Safe and Responsible Parent?

Education Events in Ohio

Parent Tip: Night Terrors keep children and their parents from restful sleep.  See at end.
United Services for Effective Parenting-OHIO, Inc. (USEP-OHIO) is announcing its Discover Parenting 2011 timeline. Student photos for the statewide exhibit must be received by April 15.  

The Discover Parenting Statewide Exhibit will be on display in the Riffe Center for Government and the Arts in May.  Action Projects must be received by May 13.  Consult the USEP-OHIO website http://usep-ohio.com/   (with the hyphen) for more information about this project! Email Patricia Fountain at usepohio@usepohio.com to register or for more information.  

The news of Education in Ohio is constantly changing.  This E-Update also includes critical information affecting the education scene in Ohio, and a one page Parent Tip entitled,  Night Terrors.
Cindy McKay  
Cindy McKay, Executive Director, USEP-OHIO, Inc.
News from the Ohio Statehouse – Senate and House:  

Senate Education Committee 
The Senate Education Committee, chaired by Senator Lehner, will meet on Tuesday, February 8,
2011 at 9:00 AM in the South Hearing Room.  The committee will consider the appointments of Tess Elshoff, Joseph L. Farmer, Thomas W. Gunlock, C. 
Todd Jones, and Dennis Shelton to the State Board of Education, and the following bills:

SB18 (Grendell) Extend Five Calamity Days: Excuse up to five, instead of three, school calamity days for the 2010-2011 school year; modify the manner in which schools may make up excess calamity days; and declare an emergency.
SB15 (Turner) Education Performance Standards Dropout Prevention Schools: Require the State Board of Education to recommend performance standards for dropout programs operated by school districts.
SB9 (Grendell) Eliminate All-Day Kindergarten: Eliminates the requirement that school districts offer all-day kindergarten and allows public schools to continue charging tuition for all-day kindergarten.

Senate Finance Committee
The Senate Finance Committee, chaired by Senator Widener, will meet on Tuesday, February 8, 2011, at 2:30 PM in the Senate Finance Hearing Room. 
The committee will hear sponsor testimony on HB1 JobsOhio (Duffey), and Mark Kvamme, Director of the Department of Development, will also testify on HB1. HB1 authorizes the Governor to create JobsOhio, a nonprofit economic development corporation.
The Senate Finance Committee, chaired by Senator Widener, will meet on Wednesday, February 9, 2011, at 9:30 AM in the Senate Finance Hearing Room. The committee will hear testimony on HB1 JobsOhio (Duffey), which authorizes the Governor to create JobsOhio, a nonprofit economic development corporation.
House Education Committee
The House Education Committee, chaired by Representative Stebelton, will meet at 7:00 PM, in hearing room 017.  The committee will hear testimony on the following bills:
HB36 (Kozlowski) School Calamity Days:  Excuses up to five days, instead of three, calamity days for the 2010-2011 school year; broadens schools' authority to make up calamity days by lengthening remaining days in the school year; and declares an emergency.
HB21 (Combs)  Education/Licensure/Evaluation: Allows new Internet- or computer-based community schools to open under certain conditions; requires the use of student performance data in evaluating teachers and principals for licensure; and qualifies participants in Teach for America for a professional educator license in Ohio.

HB30 (Gardner) School Funding: Eliminates spending and reporting requirements related to the school funding system; abolishes the School Funding Advisory Council; eliminates the requirement that school districts offer all-day kindergarten; eliminates the requirement that schools establish family and civic engagement teams; and reduces to three years the period covered by financial forecasts of school districts, community schools, and STEM schools.

Senate and House Membershjp
The membership of the Ohio House and Senate should stabilize for the immediate future with the swearing in of one new House member and two new Senate members this past week.  In the Ohio House the oath of office was administered to Robert Sprague, who now represents the 76th House District.  He replaced Cliff Hite, who took the oath of office in the Ohio Senate this past week and now represents the 1st Senate District.  Hite replaced former Senator Steve Buehrer, who is now the administrator of the Bureau of Workers Compensation. Larry Obhof also took the oath of office in the Ohio Senate this past week. He replaced former Senator Bob Gibbs in the 22nd Senate District. Gibbs was elected to the U.S. 
House of Representatives last November.

The Ohio Senate was in session last week. Two new members were seated, and sixty bills were introduced.

Two bills that will have an impact on educators in Ohio are HB3 (Faber) Public Pension Systems and HB5 (Jones) Collective Bargaining Reform.

Senator Keith Faber introduced SB3, which would implement changes to Ohio's five public pension systems to balance their income and expenditures within a 30 year time frame.  The bill is before the Senate Government Oversight & Reform Committee, chaired by Senator Bill Seitz.  A bill in the Ohio House, HB69 (Wacthmann) State Retirement Systems, also addresses the pension systems and will be heard in the House Health and Aging Retirement and Pensions subcommittee on February 9, 2011.

Senator Shannon Jones introduced SB5, which is currently a place-holder for legislation to change collective bargaining rules in Ohio.  The bill currently states the following: "Section 1. 
It is the General Assembly's intent that sections of the Revised Code be amended, enacted, or repealed to prohibit the state and state employees and state institutions of higher education and their employees from collectively bargaining, to abolish salary schedules for public employees and instead require merit pay, and to make various other changes to the Collective Bargaining Law." The bill is before the Senate Insurance, Commerce & Labor Committee. 
The first hearing is scheduled for February 9, 2011.

The Senate version of HB1 - JobsOhio, SB1 (Wagoner), was also introduced this past week, and has been assigned to the Senate Finance Committee.

The Ohio House approved on February 1, 2011 HB1 (Duffey) JobsOhio by a vote of 59 to 37.  HB1 authorizes the Governor to create JobsOhio, a nonprofit economic development corporation. The bill will be heard next week by the Senate Finance Committee.
The House and Senate Education committees met last week. The Senate Education Committee, chaired by Senator Lehner, received an update from Superintendent of Public Instruction Deborah Delisle regarding the implementation of the revised academic content standards in math, Language Arts, social studies, and science, and the development of the model curricula in these areas.
Summary of HB30:
The House Education Committee, chaired by Representative Stebelton, accepted Substitute
HB30 (Gardner) School Funding. The substitute bill does the following: 

· adds new Section 3301.96, which requires school districts participating in Ohio's Race to the Top grant program to continue to comply with requirements for a family and civic engagement team   

· changes the date (from July 1, 2011 to July 1,2012) for the gifted expenditure and reporting rules to take effect (Section 3306.09)   

· creates new Section 3306.09 (G) (2), which allows the amount that a school district spends for identified gifted students to be decreased in the same proportion as the school district's decrease in total funding for that fiscal year   

· creates a new Section 3315.18, and eliminates the textbook and instructional materials fund under the Capital and Maintenance Fund   

· requires the financial forecast reports that school districts prepare to include projections for a minimum of three years, but allows school district projections to go beyond three years.

HB30 (Gardner) was introduced on January 26, 2011 and makes a variety of changes in Ohio's school financing system. The bill has had two hearings before the House Education Committee chaired by Representative Stebelton, and another hearing is scheduled for it this week.

The intent of HB30 is to relieve school districts from meeting certain requirements of the Evidence-Based Model (EBM), enacted in HB1 (Sykes), the FY10-11 budget bill of the 128th Ohio General Assembly.  These include all-day Kindergarten, the School Funding Advisory Council, the FACT form, reporting and expenditure requirements for the EBM components, etc.

The bill also eliminates certain financial reporting requirements and spending requirements that were included in HB 1 and are believed to be burdensome and expensive for school districts to implement.

A provision that is already in law, but is modified in HB 30, authorizes the Superintendent of Public Instruction to grant waivers to school districts regarding certain reports and Administrative Code Rules referred to as "Operating Standards".  According to the bill the State Board of Education would be required to develop rules to implement this provision, but no timeline for implementing the rules is included in the proposed law.

News from ODE:  Spending Rules Delayed:  Superintendent of Public Instruction Deborah Delisle announced in her weekly newsletter EdConnections that she is delaying implementation of the spending requirements for the Evidence-Based Model (EBM) included in 128-HB1, the FY10-11 state budget bill.  The delay will not affect spending requirements for gifted education.

The ODE is currently developing rules for the spending requirements for the EBM components and separately rules for gifted education.  The draft spending rules for gifted education will be presented to the State Board of Education in February, and are to take effect no sooner than July 1, 2011.

According to the statement, the State Superintendent has the authority to delay EBM spending requirements until the 2012-2013 school year.  "Given the possible passage of House Bill 30 and the uncertainty of the budget for FY 2012-2013, she will do so. This delay should allow districts to proceed with planning for next school year. ODE will continue to monitor House Bill 30 and notify districts if EBM spending requirements are completely eliminated or modified through this legislation."

Report on Extending Learning Opportunities Released: The Ohio Department of Education, Deborah Delisle Superintendent, recently released a report entitled "Extended Learning Opportunities for Students:  A Summary of Research and Recommendations for Next Steps". 

The report responds to a provision included in HB1 of the 128th General Assembly to "examine the issue of extending the school year in Ohio" and make recommendations to improve learning opportunities available for students in Ohio. The report also addresses the issue of calamity days.

According to the report, there are many shortcomings in research about extended learning time. Questions remain about how best to use extended time and how the rigor of the curriculum, the quality of educational opportunities, and what happens to students outside of school impact student achievement. The report includes the following findings: 
· The reviewed research about extending the school day produced no rigorous evidence about the effects of extended learning time for all students especially when designed to be the same for all students. 

· Increasing the time students spend on a specific subject in one day seems to have a positive impact on student achievement. As with all modifications to schedules, the quality of instruction and the rigor of the learning activities must be defined in order to achieve results. 

· The possibilities inherent in extending a school year seem to favor students who struggle or who are not entering Kindergarten as prepared as their age mates. 

· It is difficult to ascertain the depth of contribution an extended school year has on student achievement in international environments. The combination of the number of school days or hours and the quality of programs and instruction offered are interwoven. 

· The positive impacts of extending learning time are dependent upon the rationale for the extension and the quality of experiences provided. 

· Data should drive decisions about extended learning opportunities. Such programs must have definitive goals that are aligned with students' needs and there must be a monitoring and accountability system in place to measure the effectiveness of the program and students' response.

The report recommends further research using rigorous designs and identifying resources that can be used to finance extended learning opportunities.  The report also comments about the effects, financial and academic, of calamity days that are not made-up. The report notes, "For three calamity days not made up, assuming the district schedules the minimum 180 days per year, there would be a minimum aggregate of $1,178 per teacher being spent for instruction or services not being provided to students."

The ODE is currently working with two school districts and a JVS to pilot electronic lessons for students to access on calamity days.  This program could expand this spring to other districts.  But, inherent in the program are allowances for students without access to the internet at home or when students lose the internet and electricity due to weather conditions. 

News from Washington: President Obama is expected to introduce theFY12 federal budget proposal on Monday, February 14, 2011. Congress has not adopted a FY11 federal budget yet, and the continuing resolution that is currently financing the federal government expires on March 4, 2011.
On February 3, 2011 Congressman Paul Ryan, chairman of the House Budget Committee, released a plan to reduce discretionary spending for FY11 by $74 billion and reduce non-security discretionary spending to pre-2008 levels. House Republicans are expected to introduce this legislation soon.
Also on February 3, 2011, the chairman of the House Appropriations Committee, Congressman Hal Rogers, submitted an outline of proposed cuts in FY11 for each of the subcommittee budgets of the Appropriations Committee, and requested that each subcommittee identify specific programs and line items to be reduced to meet the funding limits.
According to this plan, the budget for the subcommittee for Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education would lose $13.5 billion and the budget for the subcommittee for Interior and Environment, would lose $2.7 billion. 
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USEP-OHIO PARENT TIP:  Night Terrors
 
This brief Parent Tip is provided at no cost by United Services for Effective Parenting-Ohio, Inc. as a tool to assist parents, teachers, grandparents and all who help care for and raise our children. For more information on this and other tools from USEP-OHIO refer to the conclusion of this Parent Tip.
 
Some of the most often-asked questions we have received from parents over the years have been about sleep issues affecting their children.  Several years ago USEP-OHIO assisted as a Columbus television station and their news team held a call-in and an on-screen presentation every night for a week.  We took hundreds of questions and were somewhat surprised that the most-asked questions from parents of children, infants to teens, concerned sleep!  We all know that adequate sleep is a crucial foundation for health, behavior, daytime clarity, alertness, and the ability to learn.  So we will occasionally write a Parent Tip on a sleep topic.  Today’s topic is night terrors.
All children have dreams but not every child experiences night terrors.  Youngsters are generally thought to be able to have bad dreams once they have acquired enough language to encode and retrieve memories.   So the things that they see, hear and experience begin to enter their dreams.  The recent TV coverage of unrest in the Middle East could over-stimulate a child.  Sleep experts feel that most dreams come during REM (Rapid Eye Movement) sleep, which comprises about 40% of sleep in young children but decreases to only about 20% of adult sleep.  So kids have more dreams.  Dreams and night terrors both require parents to calm and soothe their children with the goal of teaching them to calm themselves.       
We think night terrors differ from dreams in several ways.  It is often difficult to awaken a child having a night terror.  In fact they may appear to be fully awake.  They usually cannot remember when awake what they saw during the experience.  Night terrors are often the same images repeated over weeks or even years.  There are clues in body movement and eye reaction that are more usual in night terrors. 
My own daughter had a night terror that repeated over several years.  It was always the same.  She would cry out, sit up in bed, and repeatedly shake her hands in front of her.  This lasted for several minutes and sometimes repeated during the night.  We washed her face, took her to the bathroom, held her, and talked or sang to soothe her.  I began to realize that she might respond to my questions, take a sip of water, and seem to be awake, but was not fully awake.  I tried to determine if she was awake.  If she seemed unresponsive and continued to shake her hands – it was probably our old friend night terror.  
Over time, I learned not to fear these episodes.  We talked about what happened when she was awake to make her aware of what had happened, taking care not to make her feel foolish or that she made our night difficult.  We asked her to try to discover what it was that she “saw” during the terror.  Finally we all became detectives and shared with one another some of the fear dreams we experienced.  About four years after the terrors began, Sandy answered the question herself in the midst of an episode.  As usual I said, “Can you tell us what you see?”  She said she saw a bicycle tire rolling fast right toward her while she stood at the drinking fountain at school. She was very animated and seemed to be shielding her face so the tire would not hit her.  In the morning we told her what had happened.  She said that she sort of remembered it.  The terror was never repeated.  We all still speak of it, because it became a point of interest to our whole family.  It became a lesson in family teamwork to help figure out why we all behave as we do.
Night terrors are mysterious, but they don’t have to terrify.  They are a normal part of the sleep experience.  Not everyone experiences them.  To learn more about sleep issues for yourself and for your children check go to www.drgreene.com/21_155.html . 
 
We invite you to share this USEP-OHIO publication with other parents and professionals at home or work. You have permission to copy Tips as written, send on as email, or print for a newsletter or handout.  Email us at
usepohio@usepohio.com or call 1-800-262-4KIDS to add email addresses to our list, to give us feedback about how the information works for you, or for other topics, publications and programs.  Cindy McKay 3-2.8.11

Thanks to ohioartseducation@gmail.com Director Donna Collins and Joan Platz for content re advocacy.
Contact us at http://usep-ohio.com/ to enter or for more information about Discover Parenting 2011.  Email usepohio@usepohio.com with questions, comments or problems in receiving this update.
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