USEP-OHIO E-Update April 11, 2012
Dear Friends of USEP-OHIO, Educators, Advocates, Parents and Professionals,

Welcome to the continuous spring of 2012!  I hope we are all paying attention.  Perhaps we are to learn to stay closely in touch with the environment and not take it for granted!  

Discover Parenting, the USEP-OHIO project for secondary students is in its final stages, and we hope students will be readying their final photo and action projects.  The photo exhibit will be on display for the month of May at the Riffe Center for Government and the Arts in the Statehouse Complex in Columbus.  Hope you will take a look at their work when you visit the Riffe during May.  Look for announcements at usepohio@usepohio.com or through our website registration information at www.usep-ohio.com Discover Parenting Page or click on 2011 22nd Annual Ohio Student Project Awards to see recent winning photos and prize awards.  Photo deadline is April 20, 2012.
Included in this E-Update: 
See notes on Ohio news, what some lawmakers plan to do during their legislative break, and changes at the statehouse.  Read about how Federal budget cuts could affect Ohio; see how the ODE website will carry information on teacher evaluation aligned with OTES framework; look at information on the State Board of Education Common Schools Conference next October; and how to use the new student motivation surveys. See notes on the April State Board of Education meeting.
Read a report and information with link to the Center for American Progress (CAP) report on Race to The Top (RTT).
Look for more information and links to upcoming events and resources at the end of this update.  It is loaded with dates for parent meetings, links to webinars, information about trainings and dates to save for upcoming conferences.
Cindy McKay, Executive Director, USEP-OHIO, Inc.
Ohio News:
129th Ohio General Assembly: Lawmakers have scheduled a spring break April 2-13, 2012. Discussions continue about a legislative package, the Mid-biennial Review Budget (MBR), which contains a number of policy changes supported by Governor Kasich. The MBR includes changes in energy policy, education, taxation, child care programs, workforce development and training, medicaid, health care, and more. Parts of the MBR are included in HB487 (Amstutz), SB316 (Lehner) - education, and SB315 - energy. Last week companion bills HB506 (Amstutz-Williams) and SB325 (Lehner-Turner) were introduced to implement an education reform plan for the Cleveland Metropolitan School District, often referred to as the "Cleveland Plan", which includes some provisions supported by Governor Kasich. 

Governor Kasich Signs Capital Budget: Governor John Kasich signed HB482 (Amstutz) Capital Budget into law on April 2, 2012.
Companion bills HB506 (Amstutz-Williams) and SB325 (Lehner-Turner) were introduced last week to implement an education reform plan for the Cleveland Metropolitan School District, often referred to as the "Cleveland Plan".
The Cleveland Plan was made public several weeks ago by Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson, with the backing of Governor Kasich. But, because of contentious provisions regarding teacher tenure, contract provisions, reductions in force, transparency, sending local tax dollars to community schools, and more, the legislation was not introduced. Instead the Cleveland Teachers Union, Cleveland CEO Eric Gordon, and lawmakers Senator Nina Turner and Representative Sandra Williams from Cleveland, have been working with Mayor Jackson to revise the plan. Negotiations are continuing about certain provisions, and changes are expected to be made in the bills once hearings begin.

During the break, some lawmakers will continue to work on a legislative package, the Mid-biennial Review Budget (MBR), which contains a number of policy changes supported by Governor Kasich. The MBR includes changes in energy policy, education, taxation, child care programs, workforce development and training, medicaid, health care, and more.  Parts of the MBR are included in HB487 (Amstutz),SB316 (Lehner) - education, and SB315 (Jones) - energy.  Lawmakers have already removed from HB487 proposed changes that would have increased taxes on oil and gas drilling and lowered the Ohio personal income tax.  Representative Amstutz, chair of the House Finance and Appropriations Committee, is sponsoring HB487 at the request of the governor, and recently stated that he expects some of the provisions included in HB487 will be removed and introduced as separate legislation or added to legislation already introduced.  A substitute bill will be considered by lawmakers in April, after the spring break.

More Changes at the Statehouse: The most recent departures at the Statehouse include Republican Representatives Lynn Slaby (41st House District), Mary Brigid Matheny (98th House District), Bob Peterson (85th House District), and Philip Rose (87th House District). Representative Slaby was appointment to the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio; Representative Peterson was appointed to the Ohio Senate; and both Representatives Matheny and Rose were temporary appointments. Their seats will now be filled by the Republican candidates who qualified in the March 2012 primary election for the November General Election.  They are Matt Lynch (new 76th House District) and Ryan Smith (new 93rd House District).  The Democrats will fill the 27th (new 25th) House District seat, left vacant when Representative Carlton Weddington resigned.

Lawmakers Approve Capital Budget and Re-appropriations Budget: Lawmakers approved last week HB482 (Amstutz) Capital Budget and SB312 (Widener) Re-appropriations Budget. The FY13-14 Capital Budget totals $1.74 billion in appropriations and $1.36 million in bond-funded projects, and the re-appropriations includes $1.27 billion in capital re-appropriations for the biennium ending June 30, 2014. Governor Kasich signed SB312 into law on March 30, 2012.

SB165 Signed into Law:  The House and Senate approved on March 28, 2012 a conference report on SB165 (Ophof) and Governor Kasich signed the bill into law on March 30, 2012. The law does the following: 

· Requires the State Board of Education by July 1, 2012, to incorporate into the social studies standards for grades four to twelve academic content regarding the original texts of the Declaration of Independence, the Northwest Ordinance, the Constitution of the United States and its amendments, with emphasis on the Bill of Rights, and the Ohio Constitution, and  their original context. 

· Requires the State Board to revise the model curricula and achievement assessments to reflect the additional American history and American government content   

· Requires the State Board to make available a list of suggested grade-appropriate supplemental readings that place the documents prescribed by this division in their historical context   

· Requires end of course exams in American history and American government   

· Requires local boards of education to adopt interim end of course exams by July 1, 2013 until the Superintendent of Public Instruction and the Chancellor can select end of course exams by July 1, 2014.

SB295 Approved by Senate:  The Senate approved on March 28, 2012 SB295 (Coley), a controversial bill that repeals HB194(Mecklenborg/Blessing) Election Reform. A referendum to overturn HB194 is already on the November 2012 ballot, and proponents of the referendum believe that voters will now be even more confused if lawmakers repeal HB194 before voters have an opportunity to weigh-in on it. SB295 also does not overturn a provision of HB194 approved separately in another bill HB224.  That provision eliminated in-person voting on the weekend before the General Election.

Redistricting Constitutional Amendment Cleared for Next Step: The ballot language for a constitutional amendment sponsored by Voters First was certified on March 29, 2012 by Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine as fair and truthful. The amendment would create a new method for setting the boundaries of Congressional and Ohio House and Senate districts after the decennial census.  The amendment will be reviewed by the Ohio Ballot Board next.  If it is certified Voters First will then need to collect 385,245 valid signatures by July 4, 2012 to qualify the amendment for the November, 2012 ballot. Voters First is a coalition of organizations led by the League of Women Voters, Common Cause/Ohio, Ohio Citizen Action, ProgressOhio, Ohio Council of Churches, Miami Valley Voter Protection Coalition, Ohio Education Association, Applied Information Resources, Ohio Voice, America Votes, AAUW Ohio, and more. For more information please visit http://votersfirstohio.org/
Bills Introduced:
HB502 (Martin) Replacement Property Tax Levy: Eliminates the power of taxing authorities to propose a replacement property tax levy.
HB504 (Huffman) School District Equity Ranking Calculation: Revises the method for calculating school district equity rankings for classroom facilities assistance and to declare an emergency.
HB506 (Williams/Amstutz) Municipal School Districts/Community Schools: Revises the management of municipal school districts and community schools located within municipal school districts.

SB325 (Turner/Lehner) Municipal School Districts/Community Schools: Revises the management of municipal school districts and community schools located within municipal school districts.

Federal Funding for Ohio Could be Reduced  The Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks (OASHF) with the Coalition on Human Needs released on April 2, 2012 a report on the impact of the Budget Control Act of FY11 and the House approved FY13 federal budget on Ohio's children, families, and workers. The report is entitled, "The Impact of the Proposed Budget on Ohio's Children, Families and Workers: Helping the People of Ohio During Tight Budget Times".

Congress and President Obama approved the Budget Control Act of 2011 on August 2, 2011. President Obama introduced his budget plan in February 2012, and currently the U.S. House is holding hearings on it and also hearings on appropriations for FY13. But, the U.S. House also approved on March 29, 2012 H. Con. Res. 112, FY13 Federal Budget, a budget framework developed by U.S. Representative Paul Ryan and supported by House leadership. This report describes how the Budget Control Act, President Obama's proposed budget, and the House approved FY13 Budget would affect a variety of federally funded programs nationally, and in Ohio and other states, if they were implemented.

Automatic reductions in federal spending called sequestration, go into effect in January 2013 if Congress and the President do not agree on deficit reduction targets of $1.2 trillion included in the Budget Control Act of 2011. The Congressional Budget Office has estimated that between 7-9 percent of reductions in mandatory and discretionary spending would need to be made to meet the targets. Some areas of the budget are exempt, such as Social Security, Medicaid, Medicare beneficiaries, civil and military employee pay, veterans, and security programs.

The report states that Ohio would lose $22.4 million for Head Start; $6.3 million for early care and education; $45.5 million for K-12 education; $34.1 million for special education; $10.4 million for vocational rehabilitation; $14.7 million for Women, Infants, and children nutrition program; $12.2 million for the Community Development Block Grant program; and $12.9 million for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program. This is just the start. Every four years further cuts in these programs would be made.

According to this report, the House Budget proposal would reduce federal funds in 2014 for the already-mentioned programs even more, and also reduce federal funds for other programs. For example, programs now exempt from the automatic cuts of the Budget Control Act would also be reduced, including $5.1 billion reduction over 10 years in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP/food stamps). 
This would affect 1.8 Ohio residents. Cuts would also be made to Medicaid, and Medicare costs would be shifted to seniors.
At this time the U.S. Senate is not considering the House-passed budget. However, since this budget plan has broad support among lawmakers, including presidential candidate Mitt Romney, it deserves some attention.

The Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks (OASHF), Lisa Hamler-Fugitt, is Ohio's largest charitable response to hunger, representing Ohio's 12 Feeding America foodbanks and their more than 3,300 member food pantries, soup kitchens, and shelters. The mission of OASHF is to assist Ohio's 12 Feeding America foodbanks in providing food and other resources to people in need and to pursue areas of common interest for the benefit of people in need.
The Coalition on Human Needs is an alliance of national organizations working together to promote public policies that address the needs of low-income and other vulnerable people.

The report is available. 
.
News from Ohio Department of Education
The Ohio Department of Education has made available on its web site documents that provide additional information for school districts to use to implement teacher evaluation plans aligned to the Ohio Teacher Evaluation System (OTES) framework.

The Ohio Teacher Evaluation System requires that a teacher evaluation include a rating of teacher performance (based on classroom observations and other factors), and a rating of student academic growth. Documents explaining the teacher performance aspect of the evaluation system will be available soon. The following documents are now on the ODE web site and explain the student growth measures component: 

· Student Growth Measures overview 

· ODE-Approved List of Assessments 

· Student Learning Objectives information 

· Steps for Designing a Local Student Growth Measures Plan

The documents are available.
Free student motivation surveys available for Grades 6-12: Superintendent of Public Instruction Stan Heffner announced that the Ohio Department of Education is partnering with the Pearson Foundation and the Quaglia Institute for Student Aspirations to offer schools with grades 6-12 a free student survey called the "My Voice Survey".
The purpose of the survey is to find out how students are motivated to learn and achieve more.  The survey is based on the research of Russ Quaglia of the Quaglia Institute. He has identified eight qualities of a motivated student: a sense of belonging, learning-related heroes, a sense of accomplishment, fun and excitement, curiosity and creativity, a spirit of adventure, leadership and responsibility, and the confidence to take action. Those qualities in turn fall under three guiding principles -- self worth, active engagement, and purpose.
Educators will also have an opportunity to attend a regional meeting in Columbus on Wednesday, February 29 from 8:30 AM to noon to meet Russell Quaglia, Ph.D., along with staff and students from Northmont City Schools.  They will share their experiences with the My Voice survey. The meeting is at the Columbus City Schools' Northgate Center, 6655 Sharon Woods Blvd. For more information please contact Michelle D'Amico of ODE's Office of Strategic Initiatives at Michelle.DAmico@education.ohio.gov

In addition to free surveys of grades 6-12, schools can also inquire about additional administrations for grades 3-5, professional staff, and parents at http://myvoice.pearsonfoundation.org/ohio.

SAVE THE DATE for fall “Save the Public Common School”conference
Diane Ravitch will be the featured keynote speaker at the "Save the Public Common School" conference in Columbus, OH on October 16, 2012.
Dr. Ravitch is a highly accomplished education historian and scholar. In the early 1990s she was an assistant secretary and counselor to the secretary in the U.S. Department of Education during the administration of George H. W. Bush.
Although she became an enthusiastic advocate for choice, competition, and market forces in public education, she changed her views when confronted with the evidence.  In the first chapter of her new book "The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education" she states, "I will attempt to explain how these mistaken policies are corrupting educational values."
The October 16th conference is being sponsored by the Ohio Coalition for Equity and Adequacy of School Funding.  Details will follow.

State Board of Education to Meet  The Ohio Department of Education has made available on its web site documents that provide additional information for school districts to use to implement teacher evaluation plans aligned to the Ohio Teacher Evaluation System (OTES) framework.

The Ohio Teacher Evaluation System requires that a teacher evaluation include a rating of teacher performance (based on classroom observations and other factors), and a rating of student academic growth. Documents explaining the teacher performance aspect of the evaluation system will be available soon. The following documents are now on the ODE web site and explain the student growth measures component: The State Board of Education, Debe Terhar president, will meet on April 9 and 10, 2012 at the Ohio School for the Deaf.
MONDAY, APRIL 9, 2012
The Executive Committee, chaired by Debe Terhar, will meet at 9:00 AM. The Committee will discuss the June Retreat, the annual evaluation of the State Superintendent, and receive a presentation from the Kirwan Institute, Ohio State University, about diversity strategies for schools/districts. The presentation is scheduled at 11:00 AM.

The Achievement, Capacity, and Select Urban Committee will meet at 9:30 AM.

The Achievement Committee, chaired by Angela Thi Bennett, will discuss the following: 

· An update on the revised standards for fine arts and world languages  

· An update on the development of standards for financial literacy, entrepreneurship, and business education  

· An update on revisions to the Early Learning Standards  

· An update on standards for science and social studies

The Capacity Committee, chaired by Tom Gunlock, will discuss student growth measures; the alignment of teacher residency and resident educator license rules with House Bill 21 (ORC Section 3319.227); an overview of Rule and Statute related to Compulsory School Attendance and Excused Absences.

The Select Committee on Urban Education, chaired by Joe Farmer, will discuss efforts to turn around low-performing schools and the committee's workplan.

The Executive Committee will reconvene at 11:00 AM to receive a presentation from the Kirwan Institute on the diversity strategies plan, as recommended by the Select Committee on Urban Education.

Following lunch at 1:30 PM the full board will convene and receive reports from the standing committees.

The Board will convene its business meeting at 1:45 PM and move into executive session.

Following the executive session at 3:00 PM the following committees will meet: 

· Appointments Committee, chaired by Dennis Shelton  

· Legislative and Budget Committee, chaired by C. Todd Jones, will discuss HB262; receive an update on Governor Kasich's mid-biennial review budget (MBR); and discuss legislation regarding the Cleveland Plan.

The Board will then adjourn for the evening.

TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 2012
The Board will discuss the Elementary and Secondary Education Act starting at 9:30 AM. The Board will reconvene its business meeting at 11:30 AM. The Board will receive public participation on agenda items, the report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and take action on the resolutions included below.

The Board will then discuss old business, new business, and miscellaneous business, and receive Public Participation on nonagenda items, at 1:00 PM, and adjourn.
Resolutions To Be Considered by the State Board of Education on April 10, 2012:

#6 Approve a Resolution of Intent to Amend Rule 3301-51-08 of the Ohio Administrative Code entitled Parentally Placed Nonpublic School Children.
#7 Approve a Resolution of Intent to Consider the Proposed Transfer of School District Territory from the Bethel Local School District, Miami County to the Miami East Local School District, Miami County, Pursuant to Section 3311.24 of the Ohio Revised Code.
#8 Approve a Resolution of Intent to Adopt the State Board of Education's Diversity Strategies for Successful Schools Policy.
#9 Approve a Resolution of Intent to Refer the Westerville City School District's Determination of Impractical Transportation of Certain Students Attending Xenos Christian School in Columbus, Franklin County, Ohio to a Hearing Officer.
#10 Approve a Resolution of Intent to Refer the Westerville City School District's Determination of Impractical Transportation of Certain Students Attending Calumet Christian School in Columbus, Franklin county, Ohio to a Hearing Officer.
#11 Approve a Resolution of Intent to Refer the Westerville City School district's Determination of Impractical Transportation of Certain Students Attending St. Frances De Sales School in Columbus, Franklin County, Ohio to a Hearing Officer.
#17 Approve a Resolution to Amend Rules 3301-83-06 and 3301-83-14, and to Rescind and Adopt Rules 3301-83,-12,-13,-19, and -23 of the Administrative Code Regarding Pupil Transportation.
#18 Approve a Resolution to Amend Rules 3301-91-01, 3301-91-04, and 3301-91-09 of the Administrative Code Regarding School Breakfast and Lunch Programs.
#19 Approve a Resolution to Adopt New Praxis II Licensure Exams and Qualifying Scores for Arts Education, Technology Education, and the Principles of Learning and Teaching Exams.
#20 Approve a Resolution to Appoint Two Members of the State Library Board.
 CAP Evaluates Race to the Top (RTT) Progress The Center for American Progress (CAP), Tom Perriello President and CEO, released on March 26, 2012 a report entitled "Race to the Top:  What Have We Learned So Far?  A State by State Evaluation of Race to the Top Performance" by Senior Fellow Ulrich Boser.
The report examines the performance of states that have received grants through the federal Race to the Top (RTT) program and identifies the progress and challenges that states are meeting, some of the early lessons learned, and makes recommendations.
Over $4.35 billion has been invested in RTT to advance a national education reform agenda, which includes the Common Core State Standards, new teacher evaluation systems, fixing low performing schools, and new data systems to measure student progress. RTT was announced by President Obama in July 2009 and 19 states, including Ohio, have received funding through three phases of the program from the U.S. Department of Education.

The report evaluates the progress of states based on the following indicators: 
· Has the U.S. Department of Education deemed the state's performance to be adequate? 

· Does the state have the support of key stakeholders? 

· What is the adjusted rate that the state has spent its RTT grant? 

· Has the state piloted or implemented a new teacher-evaluation system? 

· What specific steps has the State made to implement the Common Core, including plans for professional development, curriculum guides, and teacher evaluation systems? 

· What Data Systems has the state implemented? 

· Does the state post monthly updates online?

The authors of the report acknowledge that states are still in the early stages of their work and continue to implement key initiatives outlined in their RTT plans, and that these plans will be evaluated by the U.S. Department of Education, which has hired three research firms to conduct a full study of RTT. But, based on the indicators, the CAP report found the following for the early implementation of the program: 

· Race to the Top has advanced the education reform agenda, particularly around the Common Core and next-generation teacher evaluations. 

· For the most part, states are making strong progress and have met many of their early Race to the Top commitments. "A few states have been struggling, however, and due to a variety of reasons from political missteps to poor communications efforts, some states like Florida and Hawaii have had a hard time maintaining momentum." 

· In some states, there's been little collaboration between key stakeholders. For example, in New York more than 1,000 principals have signed a petition protesting the new teacher-evaluation system, and a number of districts in the state, including New York City, have not yet been able to implement new teacher evaluation systems. 

· Only five states post information from their monthly check-in calls with the Department of Education online. In other states it can take numerous calls to get basic information about a state's work under the grant. 

· Every state has delayed some part of their grant implementation, and some observers worry about a lack of capacity. Massachusetts has postponed the development of a teacher-career ladder and North Carolina has delayed its "instructional improvement system." Only a handful of school districts in Florida, for example, feel like they are prepared to implement the new teacher evaluation system, and most districts feel like they are rushing. 

· Some states will most likely not accomplish all of the goals outlined in their grants. For example, Hawaii aims to erase the achievement gap by 2018, while Tennessee promises to have 100 percent of its students proficient in math and reading by 2014. These goals are not likely to be accomplished. 

· "The U.S. Department of Education has played an important role in the program's success. The Department of Education has been holding states accountable for their performance. It has rejected amendments as well as made it clear that some states are not doing enough to execute their promises. This approach is new. Historically, the Department of Education has not had either the tools or the political will to push states in this way. The Department of Education has also done a lot to help states with implementation. State officials in Tennessee, for instance, have praised the Department of Education's efforts to support their work."

Based on the findings, the report recommends the following: 

· States should build capacity for reform at the state and local levels, by investing in people and technology, and creating better management structure so that educators have the autonomy to innovate. 

· States must do far more to improve communications with stakeholders rather than produce glossy, overly optimistic documents that do little to build trust. 

· In some states the voices of key stakeholders have not been heard. Collaboration among key interest groups, such as administrators, unions, and parents, will be key to the success of Race to the Top and states and districts must do more to create buy-in. 

· Congress should support the Obama administration's efforts to create additional competitive programs as well as fund another RTT program. 

· The Department of Education should continue to play a strong role in monitoring and supporting state performance.

Report for Ohio:  The CAP RTT evaluation for Ohio was prepared by Maureen Kelleher.  Overall Ohio was rated "meeting expectations". The evaluation found that, in spite of significant changes in leadership, including a new governor, the state has made progress on a number of fronts, including implementing new Common Core standards and the state is piloting a new teacher-evaluation program.

However, Ohio is still developing the specifics of its new teacher-evaluation program and incurred delays in its plans to turnaround schools. In addition, certain actions taken by the state legislature have raised concerns.  The state's budget for education has been reduced; the Department of Education has been down-sized; and a controversial law that would have curtailed bargaining rights for public-sector workers was overturned in a referendum last November.  These activities have "overshadowed RTT implementation in the public consciousness." And, 60 school districts have dropped-out of RTT, some citing that the grants were too small to implement the work.

The authors cite the authorization for Teach for America in Ohio as a "victory" and new "customer service" role for the Department of Education as a positive change.

The full report is available. 

Events and Resources
Parent Workshop - TIME-IN (When Time-Out Isn’t Working) 
Has sending your child to time-out stopped working? Are you out of ideas on how to get your child to listen and follow directions? Learn the new tools available to positively and constructively discipline your children. Learn what to do, how to teach responsibility and problem solving, and how to follow-through. 

This two-hour workshop will be held on Thursday, April 19th, starting at 7:00pm at Mercy Hospital Western Hills in Fitness Room B. The fee is $15/person.

 Sandra Keiser, MSW, LISW-S, CFLE
Community Education Specialist and Consultant
Catholic Charities of SouthWestern Ohio
(513) 241-7745
Introduction to the Creative Curriculum for Preschool; Saturday, March 10AM to 1PM - CAEYC - Columbus Association for the Education of Young Children presents free professional training for Columbus AEYC members at  Whetstone Library 3909 North High St. Columbus 43214.  RSVP with your name and membership number to columbusaeyc@gmail.com   Free parking.  (Registration deadline March 3) Arrive at 9:45AM as registration opens; Session begins 10AM.  Presenter Bobbie Shannon has 16 years training experience and 7 years as a certified Creative Curriculum trainer; she serves as an AFC Content Coach.  Save the Dates for Upcoming professional development events!  July 14th and September 15th 
ODE Contacts:  The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) has issued another updated contact guide for the ODE.  The new guide is more comprehensive and organized by areas.
Bullying Prevention Summit: Changing School and University Culture and Climate 
Location: Cuyahoga Community College, East Campus, Highland Hills, Ohio, (near Cleveland)
Sponsored by: Global Issues Resource Center, Cuyahoga Community College, in partnership with Facing History and Ourselves, Virginia Tech, Cleveland State University, University of Akron, Orange High School, Beech Brook, Cuyahoga Arts and Culture, The Ohio Department of Education and The Office of the Ohio Attorney General.  

Summit details and registration materials available at: http://www.tri-c.edu/enrichment/communityservices/GRIC/Pages/ProfessionalDevelopmentEvents.aspx 
 Offered by: Global Issues Resource Center, Virginia Tech, Cleveland State University, University of Akron, Orange High School, Beech Brook, the Ohio Department of Education and The Office of the Ohio Attorney General

For materials generated or followup to the February Summit, Call Global Issues Resource Center at 216.987.2224 or email Elizabeth.Wuerz@tri-c.edu See registration link above.

Opportunities/events available from Case Western University
The Schubert Center for Child Studies aims to strengthen links between child-related academic study, public policy formation, and professional practice. Based in the College of Arts and Sciences at Case Western Reserve University, the Schubert Center convenes experts from across campus and throughout the Cleveland community to provide an innovative forum for multidisciplinary education, research, and communications focused on child policy.  Follow the links below (control+click) for information on Schubert Center initiatives, activities, and resources such as:
· Our series of Research and Policy Briefs summarizing child-related research at CWRU and highlighting implications for policy and practice 

· Monthly lunch-time seminars featuring cutting-edge research by CWRU faculty and corresponding commentary by local professionals 

Apr 5, 2012 When Cultures Collide: The Moral Challenge in Cultural Migration
Richard Shweder, PhD, William Claude Reavis Distinguished Service Professor of Human Development
University of Chicago

NOYS National Organization for Youth Safety www.actoutloud.org 

NOYS (National Organizations for Youth Safety) 2012 meeting May 7-8

in Washington, DC to launch the U.S. National Youth Traffic Safety Month 
You may register online at www.noys.org.  
What will you get out of this meeting?

Hear about youth health and safety advocacy opportunities

Network with national youth-serving and youth organizations and agencies that focus on youth safety and health

Join a NOYS working group to take the lead for the youth health and safety cause you want to impact

Sign-up for an opportunity to present information about your organization’s efforts to address youth safety and health

Hear Federal partners address prevention efforts

Special guests and speaker addressing youth health and safety efforts
Meeting Location

May 7 – Double Tree Hotel, Crystal City in Arlington, VA.

May 8 – Capitol Hill

New Insurance Provides Concussion Testing for Student Athletes
Wells Fargo is teaming up with the region's four biggest medical providers to bring the coverage to local athletes and make Sacramento a model of brain-injury prevention for the rest of the country. Find out details about the care plan. 

The War Over Prescription Painkillers 
Read moreCDC and the DEA and several other government agencies have been issuing some alarming reports about abuse of prescription painkillers, and what the government says has been a dramatic rise in overdose deaths. .

One World - Cultural Cues and Clues Resource Guide from USEP-OHIO
You have told us you need tools for communicating effectively with the families of students from many cultures.  We have a new page on our website devoted to sharing information and tips that may help to understand and be understood.

Please go to http://www.usep-ohio.com/ResourcesPage.html  or click on the following link to go directly to the document.  http://www.usep-ohio.com/documents/One_World_Cultural_Cues_and_Clues.doc    

CARE Trainings -- Register Now - Sponsored by the Multiethnic Advocates for Cultural Competence- Cleveland Area Trainings: Thursday, April 26, 2012 – Cleveland, Ohio  9:00 a.m. to Noon or 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Cuyahoga County ADAMHS Board  - 2012 W.25th Street, Cleveland, Ohio 43113
The CARE training session(s) will help you to increase your knowledge and understanding about the impact of cultural practices and beliefs on the patient/client - provider relationship, and provide opportunities for developing strategies to strengthen your cross-cultural skills. The training is targeted to behavioral/health care and human services professionals as well as, others who are interested in learning more about how to better serve the needs of our community's diverse populations.    

The cost of the CARE training Level I (3 hour session) is $35 for MACC members and $45 for non-members and CARE Level II (8 hours) is $120 and $150 accordingly. CEU’s are available for RNs/LPNs and LSWs/LISWs; application has been made for CEU’s for Counseling and Ohio Chemical Dependency professionals. Fax the registration brochure to 614-487-9320. For more information about CARE trainings click here.
CARE Ohio Level I Trainings – “Building Cross-Cultural Competence in Health Care” 
· Thursday, April 26, 2012 – Cleveland, Ohio (Cuyahoga County)
9:00 a.m. to Noon  or 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Cuyahoga County ADAMHS Board  - 2012 W.25th Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44113 
  

· Thursday, July 19, 2012 – Toledo, Ohio (Lucas County )
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Northwest Psychiatric Hospital - 930 S. Detroit Ave, Toledo, Ohio 43614 
  

· Tuesday, August 23,  2012 – Columbus, Ohio (Franklin County)
9:00 a.m. to Noon or 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Cuyahoga County ADAMHS Board - 2012 W.25th Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44113 

CARE Ohio Level II Trainings - “CARE Continues”  
Thursday /Friday October 18-19, 2012 – Columbus, Ohio (Franklin County)
10:00 a.m. to Noon - (Consider)
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. - (Accept)
10:00 a.m. to Noon - (Recognize)
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. - (Execute)
Columbus Public Health Department
240 Parsons Avenue – Room 119 C - Columbus, Ohio 43215
Charleta B. Tavares, Executive Director 

The Ohio Alliance for Arts Education invites you to join us for the 2012 Information Exchange. We encourage you to attend this gathering of arts education leaders to discuss Ohio's Teacher Evaluation System and Student Growth Measures as they relate to the arts. 

When: Saturday May 5, 2012 10:00AM-1:00PM

Where: Peggy R. McConnell Arts Center 777 Evening Street, Worthington, OH 43085

Featured Speaker: Kathi R. Levin, National Arts Education Consultant - National Coalition for Core Arts Standards Leadership Team National Art Education Association, Liaison for Legislative Affairs.  Your participation in the 2012 Information Exchange ensures an informed leadership from the state's capital to the local school district. 

Please RSVP to jhallett@oaae.net or call 614.224.1060. Space is limited-please reserve your seat early!
The 2012 Information Exchange is sponsored by the Fine Arts Design Team of OhioTIF & Ohio Alliance for Arts Education.

Join the Hands on Central Ohio Volunteer Team 
Did you know that April 15-21 is National Volunteer Week? HandsOn Central Ohio is planning service projects everyday during National Volunteer Week to engage and celebrate volunteerism in our community.  Check out projects and register by going to our project calendar.  We look forward to celebrating YOU, our wonderful volunteers during this week!

HandsOn Central Ohio has some exciting news to share. Columbus is hosting the 6th Annual National Homeland Security Conference from Monday, May 21 - Thursday, May 24. We need your help! In order for this conference to be a success, we are relying on volunteers to assist us in many different capacities. We are recruiting volunteers for the following positions: Preparation Crew,  Attendee Registration, Vendor Registration and Relations, Vendor Entrance (checking badges), Session Assistance, Guest Services, Meals, Transportation, or Zoo Event 
To see all dates, times and volunteer shifts, please visit www.handsoncentralohio.org/volunteer. We hope that you will consider volunteering for this great opportunity! Registration closes on April 20 so please register as soon as possible if you are interested. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Rebeccah Verhoff, rverhoff@handsoncentralohio.org.
More Volunteer opportunities - Interested in being a foster grandparent? As a volunteer in the Foster Grandparent Program you'll receive a stipend, insurance benefits, and, best of all, the satisfaction of helping shape tomorrow's youth. You may volunteer 15 to 40 hours per week-it's up to you. There are no education or experience requirements, and you can choose to work with children from infancy through elementary school. For more information, contact Shryiell Owens, (614) 221-6766 ext 157 or  email sowens@handsoncentralohio.org  or look for the foster grandparent program in your area.  

The National Conference on Volunteering and Service, convened by the Points of Light, will be held in Chicago on June 18 – 20.
Conflict Resolution Education:

Free Classes available from Community Mediation Services in Central Ohio.   Contact Joe Ridder at 614 228 7191.
 

Certificate Program in Conflict Management and Peace Studies Core Courses can be applied towards the Social and Behavioral Science degree requirements for any degree.  Introduction to Peace and Conflict Studies  (East, West, and Metro Campus)  Conflict Management Skills Class (East and West Campus),  Implementing Peace Studies and Conflict Management Theories and Practices with Service Learning (Independent Study) Call 216-987-3075 to register at CCC.  

 Sustained Dialogue Campus Network - Student-run and Student-lead at East/West and Metro Campus
Interested in helping to help the college create a safe and supportive learning environment for all students?  Interested in learning important conflict management skills transferable to all disciplines?  Find out more http://www.tri-c.edu/enrichment/communityservices/GRIC/Pages/SustainedDialogue.aspx

Exhibit - Photographic Images: A Local to Global Perspective, Critical issues affecting our planet and its people, West Campus and East Campus Library.  Global Issues Resource Center and students involved in the Tri-C Conflict Management and

Peace Studies  certificate program share their peacebuilding experiences at a local to global level in Asia, Africa, the Americas, and the Middle East.

Contact: Jennifer Batton, M.A. Director, Global Issues Resource Center and Library, Cuyahoga Community College
Jennifer.Batton@tri-c.edu
Guide Released for Engaging Adolescents in Arts Education:  The National Guild for Community Arts Education, with support from the NAMM Foundation, released a guide entitled "Engaging Adolescents: Building Youth Participation in the Arts".  The guide was informed by a panel that included experts on youth development and the arts, and describes how to increase teen participation in the arts by infusing youth development practices into out-of-school time arts education programs; how to increase the effectiveness of existing programs; and how to develop new programs to engage adolescents.

The guide includes national models that address the developmental needs of adolescents, and practical advice for developing and sustaining arts programs that not only foster artistic skill development, but help teens build life skills, self-efficacy, and a sense of belonging.  It also includes references and web links to literature and other resources useful to arts education organizations seeking to connect with teens.

 For more information please visit http://www.nationalguild.org/new/new.htm
Decade of Action for Road Safety - See this Website for information on road safety worldwide.  .  From Beijing to Nairobi, to Mexico City to Washington, DC, there were amazing and diverse launches around the globe.  See www.decadeofaction.org for some worldwide photos.  And here in the U.S. states and territories, we had exciting events in 30 cities! Congratulations on a wonderful start to this worldwide recognition! 

Contact: Bella Dinh-Zarr dinhzarr@dinhzarr.org
Leading traffic safety experts including researchers, educators, public policy makers and enforcement agencies will discuss issues of drugged driving and passive alcohol detection methods. Jacob Javits Center New York City Friday, April 13 8:30am-1pm  World Traffic Safety Symposium at New York International Auto Show
 Special Guest Speakers Include:Hon. Gil Kerlikowske, "U.S. Drug Czar"
Director of National Drug Control PolicyThe White House
Hon. Deborah Hersman Chairman National Transportation Safety Board
Ronald Medford Deputy AdministratorNational Highway Traffic Safety Administration
 

Chapin Hall Webinars available live and banked for later listening – Free.  Go to the Urban Institute website http://www.urban.org/ for access to Chapin Hall video conferences on a host of topics including Parenting, Families, Immigrant issues, Extending Foster Care to Age 21, and a lot more. 

Register for the live webcast or listen later.
Education Week – Fall 2011 Issue Building the Digital District . There are numerous topics included charting the way for digital education availability and ways to make it happen in your district. Title I: Examine research on Title I and learn how districts are turning around low-performing schools. MoreFree Live Webinars Models of Blended Learning: What Works for Your District Available "on demand" any time 24 hours after the event.  Free registration is now open. Boosting Literacy with Effective Reading Comprehension "on demand" 24 hours after event.  Free registration is now open. 
Arts Integration and Joyful Learning: Judy Willis, an authority on brain research, writes in her blog for Edutopia that the creative arts can help children associate learning with pleasure and joy, develop "habits of the mind" that prepare them for adulthood, and also promote symbolic/conceptual thinking and innovative skillsets . ("Executive Function, Arts Integration and Joyful Learning (Part 6 of 7) by Judy Willis, Edutopia, March 14, 2012.)

Learning is a Pleasure: According to the author the anticipation of pleasure releases the neurotransmitter dopamine in the brain, which increases pleasure and also reduces stress. She writes, "When students know they will have opportunities to use artistic, kinesthetic or manipulative experiences in the course of learning and as part of their learning assessments, their optimism is renewed. Knowing from the start that they will create representations of their learning through visual, musical or movement expressions (ideally with a medium of their choice) is an inoculation against boredom and low effort."

Learning the arts provides students with opportunities to be creative, and this in turn increases student interest, motivation, and effort. Dr. Willis explains that often students who are not doing well academically adopt a "fixed mindset" in which they believe that any effort to learn with result in failure. Learning the arts enables students to believe in themselves, because students learn that with effort, practice and skills, "... they can transform their capacity for learning and increase their academic success."

"Habits of the Mind": Learning the arts also helps students learn "habits of the mind" such as practice, review, and application of knowledge, and how to delay gratification and to apply effort toward reaching a goal. These are important skills to understand and apply as students become adults and face challenges throughout their lives.

Symbolic/conceptual thinking: The author also writes that neuroscientists have looked at the neural activity of the brain, and learning the arts correlates with symbolic/conceptual thinking and processes using the highest forms of cognition, problem-solving, and critical analysis. Scientists have observed that learning the arts increases students' sustained attention while participating in the arts, and also in general.


Governor's Awards for the Arts in Ohio & Arts Day Luncheon: Register now to attend one of the year's most prestigious arts events, the 41st annual Governor's Awards for the Arts in Ohio & Arts Day.  The Arts Day luncheon will take place at noon on Wednesday, May 9, 2012 at the Columbus Athenaeum in downtown Columbus. The luncheon and dessert reception are hosted by the Ohio Arts Council and Ohio Citizens for the Arts Foundation. Single tickets for $50 must be purchased online.
Table sponsorships are available through the Ohio Citizens for the Arts Foundation by calling 614/221-4064 or emailing janelle@ohiocitizensforthearts.org
The 41st Governor's Awards for the Arts in Ohio and Arts Day recognizes outstanding artists, arts educators, and advocates for the arts in Ohio.  This year's recipients include: 

· Ed Stern & Buzz Ward, Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park (Cincinnati)    

· Toledo School for the Arts (Toledo)    

· Louise D. Nippert (Cincinnati) -Vectren Energy Delivery of Ohio (Dayton)    

· ArtsinStark (Canton)    

· Michael Jerome Bashaw (Kettering)    
· Barbara S. Robinson (Cleveland). 

Dropout Prevention:  The Alliance for Excellent Education sponsored a webinar "Expanded Learning Opportunities: A More Comprehensive Approach to Preparing High School Students for College and a Career". The webinar highlighted a new Alliance issue brief that examines how schools can create options for students to address barriers that prevent high school students from graduating ready for college and a career. The panelists included Milton Chen, Senior Fellow, Edutopia; Maria Ferguson, Vice President, Alliance for Excellent Education; Jeannie Oakes, Director, Educational Opportunity and Scholarship Programs, Ford Foundation; Brad Stam, Vice President, ConnectEd: The California Center for College and Career; and Elliot Washor, Cofounder and Codirector, Big Picture Learning.  If you were unable to watch the webinar live, archived video from all Alliance webinars is available, usually a day or two after the event is scheduled to air. A list of other upcoming Alliance webinars is available.

New Blog Available – Parenting Reflections http://parentingreflections.com/
Contributors include Jean Clarke, Elizabeth Crary, Connie Dawson, Beth Gausman, Helen Neville, Sandy Keiser, Emily Williams.
Consortium Developing Common Assessments: The Ohio State Board of Education recently agreed to join the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers.  This is one of the consortia that Education Week  features in a webinar entitled "Common Assessments:  What You Need to Know"
This webinar provided a briefing on the work of two consortia, the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium and the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers. The consortia are using $360 million in Race to the Top money to design assessment systems for the common standards. The new tests will require essays, projects, and other tasks to gauge deeper, more complex student learning. The groups are also working on a variety of resources for teachers, such as model instructional units and formative assessments. Panelists include Joe Willhoft, executive director, the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium, and Laura M. Slover, senior vice president, Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers.
Register for the webinar.  All Education Week webinars are archived and accessible.
American Association for Family and Consumer Sciences (AAFCS) presents Webinars like Nutrition-Dehydration, and others;  register now for Jan 26 Dehydration and its effects on the body webinar or a new presentation, Why group Work Does Not Work, presented by Catherine Anstrom, PhD, a 90 minute program including Q and A Tuesday, Feb. 21 4PM. Through a case study, literature review, and a qualitative study on university faculty members' perceptions of group work, Dr. Anstrom learned that very few educators are trained in group work.  And because teaching has become so over-burdened in the past decade, teachers are reluctant to invest time in learning new strategies for things like group work.  AAFCS webinars are $35 for AAFCS members, $50 nonmembers. Register Now!  State licenses and group discounts also available.. 
Ohio Association for the Education of Young Children  (OAEYC) Ohio Association for the Education of Young Children Webcasts/Training are presented by Early Care & Education National Experts. Click here for all webcasts & registration details!
Approved Professional Credit includes: ODJFS In-Service, CDA, Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities Pending Credit Approval: IACET Education and Social Work CEUs.
The webcast trainings may be viewed free of charge by both parents and early childhood professionals. An optional professional credit/certificate of completion (including ODJFS in-service form) is offered for a $25 fee. Your certificate is automatically issued for you to download as soon as you complete the webcast! Go to www.oaeyc.org<http://www.oaeyc.org> for all the details!
SAVE THE DATE – OAEYC Ohio Association for the Education of Young Children (and the ODE) Conference April 19-21 at the Greater Columbus Convention Center.   Click "Knowledge" to view our national experts!  Solve Your Toughest Challenges!
ACTE the Ohio Association for Career and Tech Education Conference July 31 – August 2 Save the Date for our Connections to Education Conference! at the Hyatt Regency in Columbus 
For more information on the Connections to Education Conference, click here. Click here to view the conference schedule.  Earn up to 20 CEU hours of compelling programming, including innovative presentation, hands-on technology labs and thought provoking speakers.

 
Keynote Speakers –  Eric Chester - Reviving Work Ethic    Jim Mahoney - Battelle for Kids
Volunteers Conference Registration Now Open
The National Conference on Volunteering and Service, convened by the Points of Light, will be held in Chicago on June 18 – 20.
SAVE THE DATE for fall “Save the Public Common School” conference
Diane Ravitch will be the featured keynote speaker at the "Save the Public Common School" conference in Columbus, OH on October 16, 2012.
NAEYC The National Association for the Education of Young Children, Read Young Children and Use NEXT to Support Early Childhood Professional Development 
Young Children websiteA recent issue of Young Children covers current trends and initiatives in the early childhood field—from research to policy to practice. Learn about technology to enhance learning, programs tailored to children's and families’ cultures, the status of state-funded pre-K programs, and more. Read select articles by visiting the . Then further early childhood professional development with NEXT for Young Children, an electronic publication that accompanies each issue of Young Children. NEXT includes discussion questions, research-to-practice connections, and training session activities that build on the content from selected articles. This great resource is free for a limited time. Download it today. 
From Policy Matters Ohio
Leveling out - Our latest foreclosure report points out that even though new filings dropped for the second year in a row - down to 71,556, a 16 percent decrease from 2010 - foreclosures in Ohio seem to be leveling off at a crisis-level peak. Mediation and foreclosure prevention programs are clearly making a dent in the problem, but much more is needed. In addition, housing trends show that thousands of delinquent properties and underwater mortgages, which are worth less than is owed, are causing continued instability.

 

Cuts without a cause - Even though there is no budget shortfall, Ohio Gov. John Kasich and House Republicans propose squeezing $95 million out of Ohio's current budget with no plans to use the money to restore critical services. Our analysis of HB 487, part of the governor's "Mid-Biennium Review," suggests that small amounts of money could have significant impact on the lives of many Ohioans. Just $8 million could pull down a federal match and reduce the wait for 14,000 families needing services from the Department of Developmental Disabilities; just $6.2 million could stop the cut pending next year to alcohol and drug treatment services and help provide treatment for 3,800.

ODE UPDATES: 

  
Check out references for Family and Consumer Sciences information:

www.oatfacs.org  and www.oafcs.org See information for Ohio Family and Consumer Sciences programs and upcoming meetings.  Details at www.oatfacs.org or contact maryjo.kohl@ode.state.oh.us
The Ohio Association of Family and Consumer Sciences - District B is sponsoring an important strategic workshop on Saturday, April 28, 2012 from 9:00 am - to 1:00 pm at Summa Health Systems Professional Center South at 55 Arch Street in Akron. A networking luncheon will immediately follow.

Please join us for a synergistic combination of nutrition updates and planning to influence public policy in support of Family and Consumer Sciences education.

Ohio Association for Teachers of Family and Consumer Sciences (OATFACS) 2012 conference SAVE THE DATE Save the date! August 7-9, Hilton East, Columbus, Ohio! All the other FCS teachers will be there ...don't be left out!
www.oatfacs.org
Mary Jo Kohl Recommends the following resources for Family and Consumer Sciences: 

First 2 new "teaching tools" published by ENC-Teacher Exchange for Family & Consumer Sciences Teachers invited to join ENC-Teacher for free.  Park Ridge, IL, February, 2012-ENC-Teacher Exchange, the new nutrition education endeavor developed by Egg Nutrition Center (ENC), science division of The American Egg Board, unveiled its first two teaching tools today for free use by family and consumer sciences teachers and other nutrition educators throughout the U.S.  www.encteacher.org, ENC-Teacher Exchange focused first on a very successful "Fitness-Nutrition" program that has been evolving over the past decade at Victor J. Andrew High School in Tinley Park, Ill. By packaging one-hour physical education and practical nutrition classes back-to-back around the lunch hour, and grading students on the quality of lunches they bring to school every day, the "fit-nut" program at Andrew works both by resonating with students, and by getting their parents involved when purchasing healthier foods for their children's lunches, as required by students to earn good grades. ENC encourages all nutrition educators to join ENC-Teacher Exchange, at no charge after viewing Andrew's Fit-Nut program video and downloading related teaching tools: http://www.encteacher.org/-Fit_Nut__at_Andrew_HS.html
ENC Executive Director Mitchell Kanter, PhD., called on one of the nation's leading childhood obesity experts in pediatrician Ronald E. Kleinman, M.D., Physician-in-Chief at Massachusetts General Hospital for Children in Boston. In the 13-minute video with Dr. Kleinman, he provides a century-long perspective on obesity in America in an up-close presentation titled "Deconstructing Obesity:" http://www.encteacher.org/Deconstructing_Obesity.html
Nutrition educators and other family and consumer sciences teachers that are interested in using, sharing, or helping to develop new and effective nutrition teaching tools for students in grades 1 thru 12 are invited to join ENC-Teacher Exchange for free by going online to www.encteacher.org. The program is part of Egg Nutrition Center's renewed efforts to participate in widespread initiatives to reverse obesity trends in the U.S.

ENC-Teacher Exchange is working in concert with the American Association of Family & Consumer Sciences (www.aafcs.org), and strongly encourages AAFCS member-teachers to join the program and participate in identifying the best available nutrition teaching tools, and even to assist in creating new ones. We'll soon be recruiting 3-person "creative teams" to work together for 8 to 10 hours to develop one new nutrition teaching tool, and ENC will award a $300 honorarium to each of the three teachers on each team for their participation. Each teaching tool will be published and made available on the ENC-Teacher Exchange web site for free to everyone.

For further information please visit www.encteacher.org, or contact membership manager for ENC-Teacher Exchange, Linda Tinoco at 708-974-3153 (E-mail Linda at LinTinoco@comcast.net).

Nutrition and Hydration for Physical Performance: Guidelines for Teens and Adults - You weren’t able to attend on January 26? No problem. This event will be archived on the AAFCS website for the same low registration rates.  Click here to register for the archive.  The benefits of proper hydration and nutrition for physical activities are many:  faster recovery, decreased fatigue, heightened endurance, and keeping blood sugar at appropriate levels.  In addition, the overall feeling of psychological preparedness will help with motivation.

Have you checked out the "Our Ohio" Teacher's Lounge? Our Ohio Teacher's Lounge at http://ourohio.org/Ohio Teachers Lounge is a great place to find links and resources for all ages. Go to this link for more information.  Forward this email to a friend.  See resources like these 

Activity Kit
The American Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture presents this kit for ages Pre-K to Kindergarten. The package of CDs consists of three activities that include Farm Animal and Sounds, Farm Animal Parade, and Proper Animal Names.  A short video on the lesson and printable pictures are also included. The package is on sale right now for $1.75 per kit (was $2.50) with a volume discount available. The book Busy Barnyard  by John Schindel is available at Amazon.
Financial Literacy  Financial literacy is defined as the ability to read, analyze, manage and communicate about the personal financial conditions that affect material well-being. It includes the ability to discern financial choices, discuss money and financial issues without (or despite) discomfort, plan for the future and respond competently to life events that affect everyday financial decisions, including events in the general economy.
-Report of the NASBE Commission on Financial and Investor Literacy
The Ohio Core - Personal Finance RequirementsAmended Substitute Senate Bill 311, as codified in Ohio Revised Code §3313.603(C)(6), requires integration of economics and financial literacy within social studies classes or another class. Click here for a PDF document containing additional information.
Draft Academic Content Standards  Financial Literacy Overview

 HYPERLINK "http://education.ohio.gov/GD/DocumentManagement/DocumentDownload.aspx?DocumentID=122969" \o "http://education.ohio.gov/GD/DocumentManagement/DocumentDownload.aspx?DocumentID=122969" 
Draft Financial Literacy Academic Content Standards

 HYPERLINK "http://education.ohio.gov/GD/DocumentManagement/DocumentDownload.aspx?DocumentID=123122" \o "http://education.ohio.gov/GD/DocumentManagement/DocumentDownload.aspx?DocumentID=123122" 
Draft Entrepreneurship Standards

 HYPERLINK "http://education.ohio.gov/GD/DocumentManagement/DocumentDownload.aspx?DocumentID=123522" \o "http://education.ohio.gov/GD/DocumentManagement/DocumentDownload.aspx?DocumentID=123522" 
Draft non-Career Technical Education Business Standards
Teacher Academies are designed to train educators to deliver instruction that provides a comprehensive understanding of financial literacy. They include six different instructional modules:

1. Financial Decision-Making; 

2. Working and Earning; 

3. Budgeting, Banking, Saving and Philanthropy; 

4. Effective Use of Credit; 

5. Wealth Creation and Investing; and 

6. Risk Management. 

For the 2011 Personal Finance Courses Master Schedule, click here. 

Teacher Training Instructional Units are designed by teacher academies for use in training teachers. For a Teacher Academy Personal Finance Curriculum outline, click here. For aTeacher Academy Evaluative Report, click here.

Financial Literacy Implementation Committee Report The Financial Literacy Implementation Committee (FLIC), a subcommittee of the Ohio Council of Personal Finance Education, developed a comprehensive set of high school financial education recommendations addressing the questions of who, what, where, when and how of implementing SB 311. The FLIC report was presented and received by the State Board of Education's Achievement Committee in April 2008 as part of an update of the efforts to develop options and strategies for schools to use as they plan to integrate the instruction of personal finance into their courses of study in response to SB 311. This report was designed to help districts decide which teachers could best benefit from enrolling in a Teachers Academy Program.

The latest FLIC report, presented here, should be reviewed as a progress update only and not as a mandate for schools or as a fixed limit of the choices available to districts in how to best provide personal finance education for Ohio's students.

Middle Grades Financial Literacy and College and Career Readiness House Bill 1 requires each city, exempted village and local district to adopt a resolution describing how the district will address college and career readiness and financial literacy in the middle grades.  Once adopted, the district shall submit that resolution to the department of education along with their implementation plans.

· By e-mail to: Middle.Grades.Financial.Literacy@ode.state.oh.us 

· By fax to: Middle Grades Financial Literacy at (614) 387-0421, or 

· By U.S. mail to: Middle Grades Financial Literacy, Ohio Department of Education, 25 S. Front Street, Mail Stop 509, Columbus, Ohio 43215 

3313.6015 Resolution describing how district will address college and career readiness and financial literacy: The board of education of each city, exempted village, and local school district shall adopt a resolution describing how the district will address college and career readiness and financial literacy in its curriculum for grade seven or eight and for any other grades in which the board determines that those subjects should be addressed. The board shall submit a copy of the resolution to the department of education.
- Added by 128th General Assembly File No. 9, HB 1, § 101.01, eff. 10/16/2009.

· Click here for a Sample Board resolution to assist with this requirement. 

· Sample financial literacy syllabus for middle grades to assist with the development of a financial literacy course of study or instructional units 

· ODE College and Career Planning resources for information on college and career readiness. 

Twelve Personal Finance Principles for Young People  From the Jump$tart Coalition, this list provides sound money management advice for young people. Click here to open a PDF of the Jump$tart Coalition's 12 principles. What is a FICO Score? FICO scores are often used by lenders and creditors to determine the eligibility of individuals for home loans and other credit needs. Click here to open a PDF with more information. Jump$tart Coalition for Personal Financial Literacy Student Survey Summary The results of the biennial survey administered to high school seniors sounded an alarm for schools. Young people need formal instruction in money management. Click here to open a PDF of the Jump$tart Coalition's student survey overview.

Other Financial Literacy Sources  Below are additional PDFs about financial literacy. Click on the titles to open the PDFs.

· Survey of Financial Education in Ohio's High Schools: Assessment of Teachers, Programs, and Legislative Efforts Executive Summary (PDF)
A Research Project funded by The Ohio State University P-12 Project, Report prepared by Cäzilia Loibl, Ph.D., CFP® 

· Who Will Own Our Children? Executive Summary (PDF)
The Report of the NASBE Commission on Financial and Investor Literacy 

· Survey of the States - Economic and Personal Finance Education In Our Nation's Schools in 2009 (PDF) 

A number of Web sites offer additional financial literacy resources. Click on the links below to open a new window to each Web site.

· MoneyAndStuff.info 

· Family Economics and Financial Education (FEFE) 

· Jump$tart Coalition for Personal Financial Literacy 

· Junior Achievement (JA) 

· National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) State Adolescent Literacy Network 

· National Council for Economic Education (NCEE) 

· National Endowment for Financial Education (NEFE) 

· Ohio Council on Economic Education (OCEE) 

For Frequently Asked Questions about Financial Literacy, click here.  Contact Information
Thomas Rutan Associate Director  (614) 728-1997  tom.rutan@ode.state.oh.us
Ohio FCCLA Advisers, it is time to fill in applications for State and National Programs for Ohio and National Programs Applications for National FCCLA.  Please use a word document and paste into the National Program Applications because it is filled in only online.  Go to http://www.fcclainc.org/content/program-award-applications/ . To receive awards from Ohio FCCLA Endowment and Ohio FCCLA you must fill in the Ohio forms also. The form is only four pages including one page of photos and one page Planning Process.  The applications are due March 1.  In order to receive the money grants that go to first, second, and third place chapters you must have given money this year to the Endowment. Ohio FCCLA hopes to have record number of applications this year.  Everyone is recognized. 1st Place- $75 2nd Place- $50 3rd Place- $25The following areas will receive grants- National Programs- Financial Fitness, Career Connection, Families First, Community Service, STOP the Violence, Student Body, FACTS  (The FACTS submissions may also be admissable for Discover Parenting – USEP-OHIO, Inc.); 

FCS Advisers-Please apply to be member of the Board of Directors.  Region 1, 3, 5, 7, and 9 are elected this year plus Region 8 which has been needs to be filled. Applications are due March 15. STAR Events from National FCCLA.  See below.  Go to www.fcclainc.org and click on Programs, go to Competitive Events and then STAR Events and STAR Events Descriptions.  The new events and registration are at the bottom of page. The information is attached for Regional Competitions this year as well as Registration Form in Word Interactive format.  The Registration Form will be posted on the Websites- www.ohiofccla.com , www.ohiofccla.org and www.ohiofcclaadviser.com .  If you have any questions, please contact me at pofarago@aol.com 

FCCLA is pleased to announce the next chapter in the  Adviser Essentials Webinar Series - Focus on Programs.    The fee per webinar is $25.00 and PDUs will be provided.  
Ohio FCCLA Adviser Consultants. Do your students want to be involved with FCCLA while in college?  Ohio FCCLA announces Post Secondary FCCLA.  Students in universities and culinary schools may now become post secondary members.  National dues are $15 and state dues are $10.  Please read the attached information.  Ohio will be able to send 3 Post Secondary Culinary Teams, 3 Early Childhood, 3 Teach and Train and 3 Advocacy to National Post Secondary Competition. Postsecondary Section of the national FCCLA website – www.fcclainc.org. For moreinformation, contact starevents@fcclainc.org. Event guidelines will be published in the Pilot.
Trainings:
National Eating Disorders Awareness 
Eating disorders such as anorexia, bulimia and binge eating disorder are serious and potentially available resourceslife-threatening illnesses which are often misunderstood, misdiagnosed and hidden from public scrutiny.  Take a look at .  
CARE Trainings -- Register Now - Sponsored by the Multiethnic Advocates for Cultural Competence; Fax the registration brochure to 614-487-9320. For more information about CARE trainings click here.
Literacy and GED 

The Literacy Cooperative presents An Insider's Experience: Create a Simulated Workplace in the GED Classroom
with Lynne Poulton, (Towards Employment)
Trinity Cathedral & Commons  2230 Euclid Avenue  Cleveland, OH 44115(Free parking available at the Prospect Avenue entrance)
Friday April 27, 2012  9:00 AM to 12:00 PM EDT
A Simulated Workplace offers the chance to play out real-life cause and effect situations of the workplace in the non-threatening environment of the GED classroom. Students have the opportunity to learn basic store operations, practice customer service and work as a team
Outcomes show a significant increase in professionalism, skill building and a renewed commitment to GED completion after participating in a workplace simulation program. This approach is effective because it demonstrates how basic math and literacy skills are applied in a workplace setting. Come and learn how you can incorporate a simulated workplace model to your classroom.
Space is limited to 30 participants. This session is FREE but online
registration is required. To register, go to
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07e5gcfqw6f3
27cd6f&oseq=  For more information, call Ellen Yeip, The Literacy Cooperative 216-776-6184.  
eyeip@literacycooperative.org
The NAASLN Webinar Series invites you to attend the April 24th Internet-based seminar presented by Dr. Robin Lovrien Schwarz. April 24, 2012   -   4:00 - 5:00 pm ET
 Adult English Language Learners with Limited Print Literacy - A Group with VERY Special Learning Needs 
 Dr. Lovrien Schwarz's presentations, whether live or online, are always highly praised for format, content, depth of knowledge and her practical, easy to implement solutions for helping ESOL learners succeed. Register ONLINE – Go to www.naasln.org/webinars.htm

An Ounce of Prevention Webinar:  Complete Curriculum on Preconception Issues for Teens and Young Adults,Presented by Brenda Bell and Lori Williamson Dean, 90-minute program including Q & A, Wednesday, April 11, 4pmET and Wednesday, April 18, 4pm E.  Register for 1 part at $35 AAFCS members  ($50 nonmembers)Register for the2-part series at $50 AAFCS members ($80 nonmembers)NOTE:  Middle and High School students can attend for free with a registered participant! Register Now! Check out our Webinar Bundle program to save even more on registration costs!
CEC Webinars - Online professional development for special educators Tier One Instruction for Diverse Pre-K Learners A CEC/DEC Collaborative Webinar Thursday, May 3, 4-5 p.m. EDT.  Participants in this webinar will learn to:
1. Identify sources of common learning outcomes for diverse groups of young children. 

2. Identify daily routines and activities in which learning opportunities can be embedded. 

3. Develop multiple and varied teaching sequences built upon the principles of universal design for learning and developmentally appropriate practice.

4. Teaching diverse Pre-K learners is a unique challenge. Participate in this webinar to learn how to plan,  

Understand key evidence-based instructional practices that can be used for preschool-aged children with diverse abilities to ensure high-quality Tier-One instruction.  Register Today  Individual, per-site webinar registration is only $89 for members or $114 for non-members.
HandsOn Central Ohio  in Columbus knows that a strong nonprofit sector is key to a healthy community. We offer a variety of trainings and consultation services to assist nonprofit organizations increase their effectiveness and enhance their capacity to deliver high-quality services. Our trainings address topics of interest to nonprofits at an economical tuition rate that fits nonprofit budgets. For a detailed training description, dates of trainings, fees and to register, visit http://www.handsoncentralohio.org/public/training/trainings.php.

Columbus Mediation Services Trainings CMS provides PERSONAL CONFLICT RESOLUTION and MEDIATION TRAINING workshops ranging from 6 to 40 hours in length to educators, legal, mental health and business professionals as well as youth, parents, schools, employees, and neighborhood groups. (Continuing education credit is available for most professionals. See Fee Schedule.) Eradicate Hiv  Over 3,000 participants, including 30 world leaders, senior officials, representatives of international organizations, religious organizations, civil society and people living with HIV, came together in New York, recently to attend the High level meeting on HIV/AIDS held at the United Nations (UN) Headquarters.
State agencies offer webinar series to combat bullying and improve school climate ODE has joined several other state agencies to form the Ohio Anti-Harassment, Anti-Intimidation and Anti-Bullying (Anti-HIB) Initiative. They are sponsoring a series of one-hour webinars during the current school year.  School professionals, parents and community-support personnel are encouraged to participate in each session, which will be presented by experts from each sponsoring agency on topics including: policy implementation and supports; cyber safety; legal ramifications; school-wide interventions; teen dating violence prevention; and girl aggression. In addition to ODE, speakers will represent the Attorney General, eTech Ohio, the Ohio Domestic Violence Network and the departments of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services Health, and Mental Health.  Each webinar is open to the first 100 participants, with registration open 30 minutes before each program. In addition, the webinars will be recorded and posted the same day on this Web page for viewing at a later time. Please direct any questions to Jill Jackson at jill.jackson@ode.state.oh.us or (614) 466-9540.

USEP-OHIO thanks Director Donna Collins ohioartseducation@gmail.com, Ohio Alliance for Arts Education (www.OAAE.net). and Joan Platz for content re advocacy. Contact us at usepohio@usepohio.com .  Visit our website www.USEP-OHIO.com  with questions, comments, Parent Tips for parents, grandparents and teachers and much more!
Send us your events and the information you wish others to receive regarding your organization or program.  Remember to enroll others in our address list to receive Parent Tips or Updates like this at usepohio@usepohio.com or to Cindy McKay cljfmckay@msn.com  
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