USEP-OHIO E-update April 12, 2011

Dear Friends of USEP-OHIO, Educators and Parents,

Included in this E-Update: Updates from Ohio and Washington, action requests from Ohio organizations and Resources including links to conferences and trainings. For detailed information on the Education Budget go to http://www.usep-ohio.com/Updates.html to see a special E-Update (April 8,2011).
USEP-OHIO is announcing its Discover Parenting 2011 project timeline.  Discover Parenting is a program designed for secondary students to explore how it feels to be a safe and responsible parent.  Student photos for the statewide exhibit must be received by April 15.  

The Discover Parenting Statewide Exhibit will be on display in the Riffe Center for Government and the Arts in May.  Action Projects must be received by May 13.

Register and read more at the USEP-OHIO website www.usep-ohio.com  or email usepohio@usepohio.com.

The news of Education in Ohio is constantly changing.  Stay alert to changes you should know about. 
Cindy McKay, Executive Director, USEP-OHIO, Inc.

The 129th Ohio General Assembly:
The Ohio House and Senate will hold hearings and sessions this week.  The House Education and Senate Education committees will also meet, and the House Finance and Appropriations Committee, chaired by Representative Amstutz, will be accepting testimony on the budget as the committee wraps up work and starts the amendment process.

HB36 Update:  Lawmakers concurred on HB36 (Kozlowski) as emergency legislation on April 6,2011 after the Senate agreed to remove amendments opposed by House Democrats, who had refused to provide the votes needed to pass the bill as emergency legislation so that it could go into effect immediately and benefit school districts this year.  The bill increases the number of calamity days from three to five, immediately. House Democrats had opposed amendments added by the Senate that required public school districts to provide transportation for charter school students making up calamity days, and expanded the use of online classes to replace missed school days.

Governor Kasich appointed former state Representative Bryan Williams to the District 7 seat on the State Board of Education, until recently held by Tammy OBrien.  Ms. O'Brien was recently appointed by Governor Kasich to the Summit County Court of Common Pleas.

This Week at the Ohio Statehouse:

TUESDAY, APRIL 12, 2011

Senate Education Committee: The Senate Education Committee, chaired by Senator Lehner, will meet at 9:30 AM in the South Hearing Room. The committee will receive testimony on the following bills: 

· HB21 Teach for America (Combs): Qualifies Teach for America participants for a resident educator license.

· SB127 (Schiavoni) School Bullying:  Enacts the "Jessica Logan Act" to require that public school bullying policies prohibit bullying by electronic means and address certain acts that occur off school property, and requires staff training on the bullying policy.

· SB116 (Seitz) School Transportation Employees: Permits non-Civil Service school district boards to terminate positions of district transportation employees for reasons of economy and contract with independent agents to provide transportation services.

· SB118 (Cates) Body Mass Screenings - Schools: Makes schools' implementation of body mass index screenings optional.

House Finance and Appropriations Committee: The House Finance and Appropriations Committee, chaired by Representative Amstutz, will meet at 1:00 PM in hearing room 313 to receive testimony on HB153 (Amstutz) Biennial Budget.

Senate Finance Committee, chaired by Senator Widener The Senate Finance Committee, chaired by Senator Widener, will meet at 2:30 PM in the Senate Finance Hearing Room to receive a presentation from the Ohio Student Education Policy Institute. 

The committee will also consider HB139 (McKenney) Northeastern Ohio Universities, which renames the Northeastern Ohio Universities Colleges of Medicine and Pharmacy as the Northeast Ohio Medical University and to declare an emergency.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, 2011

House Finance and Appropriations: The House Finance and Appropriations Committee, chaired by Representative Amstutz, will meet at 9:00 AM in hearing room 313 and reconvene at 6:30 if needed.  The committee will receive public testimony on primary and secondary education and higher education.

House Education Committee: The House Education Committee, chaired by Representative Stebelton, will meet at 5:00 PM in hearing room 017. The committee will receive testimony on the following bills: 

· SB81 Teach for America (Cates) Qualifies Teach for America participants for a resident educator license.

· HB157 Teacher Development on Dyslexia (Schuring, Letson):  Authorizes educational service centers to provide teacher professional development on dyslexia.

· HB96 Dyslexia (Celeste, Brenner) Specifies dyslexia as a specific learning disability and requires a pilot project to provide early screening and intervention services for children with dyslexia.

· HB136 (Huffman) Parental Choice and Taxpayer Savings Scholarship Program:  Replaces the Educational Choice and Cleveland scholarship program with the Parental Choice and Taxpayer Savings Scholarship Program, and establishes the Special Education Scholarship Program.

THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 2011

House Finance and Appropriations: The House Finance and Appropriations Committee, chaired by Representative Amstutz, will meet at 9:00 AM in hearing room 313 and reconvene.  The committee will receive public testimony on health and human services issues.

FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 2011

House Finance and Appropriations: The House Finance and Appropriations Committee, chaired by Representative Amstutz, will meet at 9:00 AM in hearing room 313 to consider HB153 (Amstutz) Biennial Budget.

HB153 Language Introduced - the Budget Bill:
The following analysis of HB153 (Amstutz), the proposed Biennial Budget for K-12 Education, was prepared from the bill; the Legislative Service Commission's (LSC) Redbook for the Department of Education; and the LSC's analysis of HB153.  These documents are available. 

OVERVIEW (This information is found in the LSC Redbook for Education) or go to the text as we presented on the USEP-OHIO website at this link. http://www.usep-ohio.com/Updates.html
It includes information on a large variety of budget language including the following on CATE.

CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION
Career Technical Education: Increases Career Technical Education Enhancements to $8.8 million in FY12 and $8.8 million in FY13, an increase of $1.0 million (12.8 percent) in FY12 over FY11 levels. This fund is used to fund career-technical units at institutions; initiatives related to career-technical education; earmarks for High Schools That Work; Tech Prep Expansion Grants; Agriculture 5th Quarter Project; and Institution Career-Technical for incarcerated students.  Maintains the dollar for dollar required state match for the administrative portion of the federal career technical education grant.
Tech Prep Consortia Support (200425):  Decreases Tech Prep Consortia Support by $1 million (79 percent) to $260,542 in FY12 and $260,542 in FY13.  This fund provides support to maintain a Tech Prep system in Ohio that includes 23 consortia, including 23 community and technical colleges and 91 career technical education planning districts).

Tech Prep Expansion grants: Increases these grants to $2.8 million in both fiscal years.
RETAINED AND REPEALED SECTIONS OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE REGARDING EDUCATION

Retains the following sections of Ohio Revised Code Section 3306 (Provisions of the Evidence-Based Model)

3306.12 Calculation of Transportation Cost
3306.50 Harmon Commission
3306.51 Designation of classrooms as creative learning environments
3306.52 Adoption of guidelines; staff assistance
3306.53 Number of applications
3306.54 Meetings, deadline for approval
3306.55 Validity of designations
3306.56 Progress reports
3306.57 Gifts, devises, and bequests
3306.58 Award of grants and stipends



Repeals the following sections of the Ohio Revised Code

School Funding Evidence-Based Model

3306.01, General Provisions Funding for Primary and Secondary Education
3306.011, Payments under prior provisions
3306.012, PASS form
3306.02, Definitions
3306.03, Calculation of the Adequacy Amount
3306.04, Organizational Units
3306.05, Instructional services component
3306.051,Educational challenge factor
3306.052, funding for career technical education teachers and program operations
3306.06, Additional services support component
3306.07, Administrative services support component
3306.08, Operations and maintenance support component
3306.09 Gifted education support component
3306.091, Enrichment support component
3306.10, Technology resources support component
3306.11, Special education teachers and aides
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Special Education Preschool Units:  Provides $84.4 million in FY12 and $84.4 million in FY13 for special education preschool units. This will support 2,050 units in FY12 and FY13, the same as in FY11. Although actual funding depends on the funded teacher's level of education and experience, funding is about $43,000 per unit on average. ODE also estimates that an additional 1,600 units are in operation, but not funded by the state. (This program has been under-funded for several years.)

Early Childhood Education:  Provides state and federal funds that total $38.9 million in FY12 and $38.9 million in FY13 for early childhood education programs.

Early Childhood Education (GRF 200408) and Child Care Licensing: Provides $24.145 million in GRF funds in both fiscal years to support early childhood education program in school districts, JVSDs, and ESCs and funds to support child care licensing. 
This is only a partial listing.  Go to  http://www.usep-ohio.com/Updates.html for much more!! 

Testimony from Advocates Regarding Education in Ohio-Policy Matters, E and A, and OEA:
POLICY MATTERS OHIO

Piet van Lier, Senior Researcher for Policy Matters Ohio, testified on April 7, 2011 before the House Finance and Appropriations Subcommittee on Primary Education, chaired by Representative Carey, on the impact of HB153 (Amstutz) Biennial Budget on public education.

According to the written testimony, the proposed budget will cause "...great harm to our schools and greatly reduce our ability to provide high quality education to Ohio children" and "shift more of the burden of funding education to local taxpayers."

In the testimony, Mr. van Lier argues that Ohio's current budget crisis is due in part to tax changes in 2005 that reduced state revenue by $2 billion, and tax breaks, deductions, and exemptions that amount to more than $7 billion in foregone revenue in this biennium. The proposed budget (HB153) decreases revenue for education by approximately $900 million compared to FY11. This decrease will magnify the loss of $1.4 billion in federal stimulus funds, and "drop state funding of public schools below 2003 levels."

Mr. van Lier also notes that the deductions made from school district state aid for students attending charter schools and private schools, which totaled $798 million in FY11, "has outstripped increases in state funding for districts". The proposed increase in EdChoice vouchers to 60,000 would mean an estimated $205 million in additional funding for the EdChoice program, which is not backed up by any conclusive data about student achievement.  According to ODE data, students enrolled in the EdChoice program scored better than district counterparts in Columbus, but not as well in Cincinnati and Toledo.  A research study of student achievement of students participating in the Cleveland Scholarship and Tutoring Program conducted by Indiana University in 2006 found no significant advantage for voucher students, but did find that overall students in the program were wealthier than overall students enrolled in the Cleveland school district. A study of the Cleveland Scholarship Program conducted by Policy Matters in 2001 also found that many families that accepted the voucher would have sent their children to nonpublic schools anyway. Other bills before the General Assembly, including HB136 and HB128, would expand voucher programs without limits and regardless of families' ability to pay.  Mr. van Lier suggests that if any of these bills are approved, eventually students already attending nonpublic schools will be able to apply for a voucher.  He states, these programs "would inflict great harm on public education in Ohio" and create new costs for taxpayers. Policy Matters recommends that state resources be better spent "improving public schools, particularly in the context of the current budget shortfall."

Regarding community schools, the testimony supports reforms to increase the accountability of charter schools. Research conducted by Policy Matters has found "weak oversight and questionable business and governance practices in the charter sector, particularly among the 60 percent of Ohio schools run by management companies." The testimony also notes that if a provision is enacted to prohibit sponsors currently overseeing charter schools rated in academic emergency or academic watch from authorizing new schools, it would mean that only a handful of school districts, Educational Service Centers, and universities, would be able to sponsor new schools.

The testimony cautions about the "Parent Trigger" provision included in HB153, noting its unintended consequences in the Compton school district in California, and recommends fostering constructive parent and community involvement in existing schools.

The testimony also notes the benefits of two provisions included in HB153 regarding the creation of Innovation Schools and Zones within school districts, and components included in HB153 to facilitate and encourage opportunities for parents, community organizations, and schools to work together to provide holistic services for students and families.  However, the testimony also cautions that adequate funding must be provided to initiate and sustain these partnerships.

Regarding other HB 153 provisions that would require low-performing schools to close or restructure, the testimony cautions against relying on ineffective school improvement strategies such as firing the staff or converting to charter schools as ways to improve student achievement. Mr. van Lier notes that these strategies ignore the connection between socioeconomic disadvantage and low student achievement, and rely on the idea that "schools alone can offset the full impact of low socioeconomic status."

The testimony requests that the subcommittee "take a step back and consider all the ramifications" of the proposed spending cuts that will affect 90 percent of students in Ohio, and work to provide an adequate and equitable funding system, that includes a holistic and community-centered approach to improving schools.
OHIO COMMISSION FOR EQUITY AND ADEQUACY (E and A Commission)

Bill Phillis, director of the Ohio Coalition for Equity and Adequacy of School Funding, presented on April 7, 2011 testimony that focused on the constitutional provisions for a thorough and efficient system of public schools; Supreme Court decisions that "put the onus on the state to establish, without excuse, a thorough and efficient system that guarantees high quality educational opportunities for every young person in Ohio"; and principles developed by the education community that, if followed, would support a fair and adequate funding system that would ensure the availability of high quality educational opportunities for all students.

The testimony explained the interaction of three provisions in the Ohio Constitution, §6.02 School Funds; §6.03 Public school system, board of education; and §6.04 State board of education, and how they reinforce the "proposition that the state is responsible for a topnotch, first class system of public schools."  Delegates at the 1850-51 Constitutional Convention, for example, were concerned that there was no system of public education in the Ohio, but rather an "array" of tax supported schools, private academies, charity schools, and literary societies.  The delegates agreed to language requiring the state to "secure a thorough and efficient system" of public schools. Other changes were made to the constitution in 1912 and 1953 that supported more organization, administration, and control of public education and the creation of a state board of education and position of superintendent of public instruction.

A review in the testimony of Supreme Court decisions related to education includes the decision Miller v. Korns, in which the court stated, "But the sovereign people have not considered the giving of education to be a private purpose. The existence of an intelligent and enlightened people is the basis of national prosperity and political integrity, and the system by which we endeavor to educate and enlighten the coming generations is rightly made by law a matter of supreme public concern."  The decision is also known for its discussion of the coveted concept of "local control", and states that local control "does not relieve the state of its responsibility of guaranteeing educational opportunities throughout the entire state."

The DeRolph school funding decisions I, II, and IV addressed how to make the system constitutional, and reinforced the concept that public education is a state responsibility and that there is but one system of public education.

The testimony also reviews the components of HB153, and notes that the proposed budget would diminish educational opportunities, possibly increase property taxes, have a negative impact on local economies, and states that rather than fixing public education, HB153 abandons it by "farming out students to private providers without any evidence that students will be better served."

The following recommendations were presented in the testimony: 

· Enact into permanent law a preamble to the public school funding statutes that states and thus emphasizes, at least, the provision for a thorough and efficient system of public common schools is a state responsibility; each student has the fundamental right to share equally in the educational opportunities inherent in the state's thorough and efficient system and the state will enforce that right; the state will establish a methodology to objectively identify the components of high quality educational opportunities to which all students are entitled, and will ensure that those opportunities are available to all students.

· Establish one or more commissions that are charged with the responsibility to: define and cost out the components of a thorough and efficient system and update such each biennium; formulate strategies to ensure that high quality educational opportunities are delivered to all students, including those enrolled in "failing school" districts. (Fix the parts of the system that need fixed); conduct research on best practices, cost-effectiveness of various programs and services and any other matter that may be appropriate;

· Establish one or more commissions to conduct research regarding the level of effectiveness or ineffectiveness of education choice programs and the relationship between these choice programs and the traditional public school system for the purpose of making recommendations that will ensure the availability of high quality educational opportunities for all Ohio students.

· Commission a state tax equity and adequacy study.  For purposes of FY 2012 and FY 2013, however, the state should seek additional state revenue to help the state meet its constitutional responsibility to secure a thorough and efficient system of public schools.

· Hold up on, or at least slow down, the expansion of education choice programs until research verifies the need for expansion.

· Establish a requirement that, over time, all gifted and talented students be provided appropriate programs and provide funding for that purpose.  In the short term, restore gifted funding to, at least, the FY 2011 level.

· Hold funding for ESCs to at least the FY 2011 level.

OEA TESTIMONY ON H.B.153

Matthew Dotson, Ohio Education Association (OEA), Governmental Services Division, presented testimony on HB153 (Amstutz) Biennial Budget on April 7, 2011.  The testimony examined the following results if HB153 is enacted:

State Aid to School Districts:  HB153 decreases state funding for school districts.  The loss of $3.1 billion in state funding to school districts, including the accelerated phase-out of reimbursed tangible personal property  and utility tax revenues to schools, will lead to larger class sizes, reduced course offerings, less individual attention for students, and increased local taxes to maintain education programs.  The testimony also notes that estimates about the impact of HB66 tax reforms back in 2005 predicted a shortfall of just about $3 billion.

Expansion of Vouchers:  The expansion of the EdChoice voucher program will transfer over $320 million of public funds to private schools even though there is no compelling evidence that the Ed Choice program improves student achievement. The testimony requests that a thorough study of the program be conducted and eligibility requirements be changed in the following ways: 

· Requires that participants in the program be reviewed each year, so that only students who would attend a school in academic watch or emergency, receive vouchers each year. Currently, once in the program, participants receive the voucher each year, even if the school that they would be assigned to improves, or never was in academic emergency or watch status:

· Require participants to be enrolled in public school for a full year prior to receiving the voucher;

· Require participants to meet income eligibility requirements.

Charter Schools: The removal of charter school and e-school caps will enable charter schools to expand at a time when traditional public schools are facing budget cuts and reductions already. According to the testimony, ODE data for September 2010 shows that $266 million in state aid payments were diverted to 45 percent of graded charter schools rated in academic emergency or academic watch. The increased accountability requirements for charter school sponsors and operators are encouraging and supported by OEA.

Parental Takeover of Schools:  Parental involvement in schools is critical to the success of students, but allowing parents to take over schools is a strategy that has no precedent in the nation, and the one school district in California in which the parent trigger has been used, has become embroiled in lawsuits.

Health Care Pooling:  OEA supports regional pooling of health care, but believes that any pooling arrangement should offer a choice of plans; retain collective bargaining rights around health care plans and premiums; and formally involve employee representation in the development, evaluation, and oversight of health plans, rather than be developed by the Department of Administrative Services.

Teacher Salaries Removed from Collective Bargaining: The OEA opposes the replacement of teacher salary negotiations through collective bargaining with the provision in HB153. According to the language in the bill, the local board of education will be required to annually adopt a teacher's salary schedule with a minimum and maximum salary level for each category of licensure, and designate salary placement based on evaluations and other factors that are yet to be determined.  The testimony suggests that without clear and specific criteria for evaluating teachers, the door will be open to "favoritism, nepotism, and arbitrary and capricious treatment", and the numerous legal challenges that will ensue will drain human and financial resources from school districts
OHIO BOARD OF EDUCATION APRIL MEETING
The State Board of Education, Debe Terhar president, is meeting on April 11-12, 2011 at the Ohio School for the Deaf, 500 Morse Road, Columbus.

The Executive Committee, chaired by Debe Terhar, will discuss the June State Board of Education Retreat and review the March 29, 2011 Executive Committee meeting, which selected Associate Superintendent for Curriculum and Assessment, Stan Heffner, as interim superintendent, and established the Executive Committee as a search committee for a new superintendent of public instruction.
Update from Washington, D.C.
Government Shutdown Averted: The U.S. House and Senate agreed late Friday night to a FY11 budget plan that averted a government shutdown.  The plan includes temporary funding of government programs (H.R. 1363) until the details can be worked-out for a final FY11 budget through September 30, 2011.  The details are to be developed this week, and among other provisions will include $37.8 billion in cuts; reinstate a voucher program for the District of Columbia; and prohibit federal funding of abortions in the District of Columbia. Congress has already reduced spending this fiscal year by $10 billion in several continuing resolutions that have been passed to keep government operating while lawmakers negotiate a final FY11 budget.

Earlier in the week the House Budget Committee, chaired by Representative Paul Ryan, approved a FY12 budget plan that reduces spending over ten years by $6.2 trillion.  The budget would convert federal support for Medicaid into a block grant program and reforms Medicare, so that in 2022 new Medicare beneficiaries would choose a private insurance plan and receive a voucher to subsidize medical costs. The proposal also eliminates duplicative programs; caps spending; lowers the top tax rate to 25 percent; eliminates deductions and tax loopholes, and more.  The House is expected to vote on this budget this week.

Approximately $891 million has already been cut from several education programs, including Arts in Education, through previous continuing resolutions. The reductions include funding for Striving Readers ($250 million), Even Start ($66 million), and the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards ($10 million), and more.

Supreme Court Issues Decision on Arizona Tax Credit Case: The U.S. Supreme Court issued on April 4, 2011 a decision in the case "Arizona Christian School Tuition Organization v. Winn,". The 5 to 4 decision finds that taxpayers do not have standing to challenge the constitutionality of an Arizona state law that provides tax credits to those who donate to non-profits called school tuition organizations, that award scholarships to students to attend private and religious schools. Justice Anthony Kennedy wrote the opinion, which determined that the plaintiffs lacked standing because they were challenging a tax credit rather than a government expenditure.

Plaintiffs challenged an Arizona law that allows taxpayers to receive a dollar-for-dollar tax credit on their state income taxes for donations to school tuition organizations. The limit is $500 per individual and up to $1,000 for married couples. These organizations then award scholarships to qualifying students. Over $350 million in state tax revenue has been diverted to private schools, mostly religious, since the program was created in 1997.

According to some experts, the decision might make it more difficult to defend the separation of church and state (The Establishment Clause) of the U.S. Constitution, and some experts believe that more states will now establish programs that divert tax dollars to support religious schools, because tax payers, without standing in the case, cannot dissent or challenge these actions. The decision seems to rest on the definition of tax credits, and whether or not foregone tax revenue is considered real dollars or "never collected dollars".

More information about this decision is available.


We have received the following requests for action on the following fronts:

Action for Education:
ACT NOW!  To save Career and Technical Education funding for Ohio Programs – see this article for links and help to send your message of support in a letter from the Association for Career and Technical Education.  (Family and Consumer Sciences classes are critical for Ohio students.)

ACT NOW! The following letter from the Association for Career and Technical Education in Ohio describes the ramifications of deep budget cuts on Ohio programs, and offers links/resources with additional information to help you.
As you know, CTE is facing very serious threats. The House-passed appropriations bill for FY 2011, H.R. 1, eliminates all funding for the Perkins Tech Prep program, which would mean a loss of $4,446,194 to CTE programs in Ohio. 
The (US) Senate is now working on its version of the bill, and you are in a critical position to speak out for CTE and make an impact. Ohio's Sen. Sherrod Brown is a member of the Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations Subcommittee and needs to hear from you!
 
Action Needed:
 
· Call Sen. Brown's office at 202-224-2315 and ask him to fight to restore Perkins funding in the FY 2011 appropriations bill. 

· Try to speak to the staff member that works on education and appropriations issues; if that staff member is unavailable, leave a detailed message and try again at a later time. 

· Use the talking points and chart on ACTE's Web site to help make the case. 

· Be sure to share what losing this funding would mean to your program, students and community. 

· Thank the staff member for the time, and report on the conversation to Jamie Baxter at ACTE.

· If you have already called and were able to speak to the education staff person, then recruit other members of your community to call and reinforce your message. Forward this message to colleagues, parents, business/industry advisory members and others who have a stake in CTE programs. We must continue to put pressure on Sen. Brown's office -- because so many programs face cuts in this bill, he needs to hear from as many constituents as possible on behalf of CTE and Perkins! 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact the ACTE Public Policy Department. You can read more about ACTE's policy activities and the latest happenings in Washington, DC, on ACTE's CTE Policy Watch blog -- check it out today!
Action for Education:  From the Ohio Alliance for Arts Education this information/ request
Take Action:  Ask Congress to Restore Funding for Arts in Education and the NEA!
Another short-term continuing resolution was signed into law on March 2, 2011 to fund the federal government through March 18, 2011. The new funding bill immediately cuts $4 billion in domestic spending, including the elimination of $40 million in the U.S. Department of Education's Arts in Education program.  This program provides funds for the Arts Education Model Development and Dissemination and Professional Development competitive grants, VSA, and Kennedy Center arts education programs.
The elimination of these funds in FY 2011 jeopardizes funding for multi-year projects already in place by terminating funding for the 2011-2012 school year and beyond.
Last month the U.S. House of Representatives passed a full-year FY 2011 continuing resolution (H.R. 1) which includes a $43 million reduction in funding for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and elimination of funding for the Arts in Education program. The Senate has not yet acted upon this resolution, but lawmakers are running out of options, and the current continuing resolution expires on March 18, 2011.

Your help is needed to ensure that federal funding is reinstated for the Arts in Education program and that the proposed cuts in H,R. 1 for the National Endowment for the Arts are restored.

As debate continues over the next week or two, your advocacy is essential. Please speak up for saving arts funding in the final FY 2011 appropriations bill.
Contact your members of Congress NOW to ask for restoration of FY 2011 funding for the NEA and the Arts in Education program:

-Reinstate the Arts in Education program at the U.S. Department of Education, which provides vital federal leadership and funding that improve schools, teaching and student learning. Cuts to this program will eliminate funding for multi-year programs that are already in progress!

-Restore FY 2011 funding for the National Endowment for the Arts to ensure that NEA funding for the current year is not reduced to the level passed by the House, with its cut of funding from the 2010 level of $167.5 million down to a proposed level of $124.5 million.

To take action please contact the American for the Arts Action Center.

Ohio Education Matters is a subsidiary of the KnowledgeWorks Foundation.  The three reports are available at http://www.ohiosmartschools.org/.
this program to help students learn about the history of the Ohio Statehouse, Ohio's participation in the American Civil 

Resources:
Bullying Prevention & Beyond: Restoring Community, Repairing Harm May 4 and 5 2011. To register for the May 4th and May 5th 2011 Bullying Prevention Symposium please complete this form and mail it with a check or purchase order to the Ohio Commission on Dispute Resolution. Checks and purchase orders should be payable to the Ohio Commission on Dispute Resolution and must be received by April 23rd to ensure your place at the event. No refunds will be issued after April 30th, 2011.(614) 752-9595, or email at: Sarah.Wallis@cdr.state.oh.us. 
Check out references for Family and Consumer Sciences information:

www.oatfacs.org  

All-Ohio Conference (OATFACS)Ohio Association for Teachers of Family and Consumer Sciences Summer Conference July 26-28, 2011 at the Hyatt Regency registration and agenda can be found at www.ohioacte.org
Ohio FCCLA State Leadership Conference will be held April 13-15.  All registrations must be completed through email to joyce.sheets@ode.state.oh.us .  Registration deadline is March 22. Conference information will be posted at www.ohiofccla.yolasite.com .
Paulette Farago, Ohio FCCLA State Adviser  < Paulette.Farago@ode.state.oh.us  >

HandsOn Central Ohio  in Columbus knows that a strong nonprofit sector is key to a healthy community. We offer a variety of trainings and consultation services to assist nonprofit organizations increase their effectiveness and enhance their capacity to deliver high-quality services. Our trainings address topics of interest to nonprofits at an economical tuition rate that fits nonprofit budgets. For a detailed training description, dates of trainings, fees and to register, visit http://www.handsoncentralohio.org/public/training/trainings.php. Board Strengthening – 3-part series
For new board members, persons pursuing a nonprofit career and those who want to learn about the roles of nonprofit board leaders. May 2, 9,16. 1-3:30;Grant Writing Basics for Nonprofits – 3-part series,Designed for the novice grant seeker.  May 5, 12, 19 8:30-11:30;  Nonprofit Survey 101, Overview of the nonprofit sector. Class is required for the Nonprofit Leadership Certificate Program. Class is held at Ohio State University.June 14, 5:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Multiethnic Advocates for Cultural competence (MACC) is offering Care Trainings and sponsorship of a National conference (see below).The CARE training session(s) will help you increase your knowledge and understanding about the impact of cultural practices and beliefs on the patient/client - provider relationship, and provide opportunities for developing strategies to strengthen your cross-cultural skills. The training is targeted to behavioral/health care and human services professionals, as well as others who are interested in learning more about how to better serve the needs of our community's diverse populations.    The cost of the CARE training Level I (3 hour session) is $35 for MACC members and $45 for non-members and CARE Level II (8 hours) is $120 and $150 accordingly. CEU’s are available for RNs/LPNs and LSWs/LISWs; application has been made for CEU’s for Counseling and Ohio Chemical Dependency professionals.    Fax the registration brochure to 614-487-9320. For more information about CARE trainings click here.
CARE Ohio Level I Trainings – “Building Cross-Cultural Competence in Health Care”   
·  Wednesday, May 4, 2011 – Columbus, Ohio (Franklin County)
9:00 a.m. to Noon / 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
COWIC – 1111 E. Broad St, Columbus, Ohio 43205
·  Friday, May 20, 2011 – Toledo Ohio (Lucas County )
9:00 a.m. to Noon / 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Northeast Psychiatric Hospital - 930 S. Detroit Ave, Toledo, Ohio 43614
·  Tuesday, June 28, 2011 – Cleveland, Ohio (Cuyahoga County)
9:00 a.m. to Noon / 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Cuyahoga County ADAMHS Board  - 2012 W.25th Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44113 
·  Tuesday, August 16,  2011 – Columbus, Ohio (Franklin County)
9:00 a.m. to Noon / 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Columbus Public Health Department - 240 Parsons Avenue – Room 119 C - Columbus, Ohio 43215
CARE Ohio Level II Trainings - “CARE Continues”  
·  Thursday/Friday, August 25-26, 2011 – Mansfield, Ohio (Richland County)
10:00 a.m. to Noon - (Consider )
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. - (Accept)
10:00 a.m. to Noon - (Recognize)
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. - (Execute)
Richland County Mental Health & Recovery Services, 87 E. First Street,
Suite L, Mansfield OH 44902
·  Thursday/Friday, September 13 and 14, 2011 – Cleveland, Ohio (Cuyahoga County)
10:00 a.m. to Noon - (Consider)
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. - (Accept)
10:00 a.m. to Noon - (Recognize)
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. - (Execute)
Cuyahoga County ADAMHS Board - 2012 W.25th Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44113
·  Thursday /Friday October 20-21, 2011 – Columbus, Ohio (Franklin County)
10:00 a.m. to Noon - (Consider
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. - (Accept)
10:00 a.m. to Noon - (Recognize)
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. - (Execute)
Columbus Public Health Department - 240 Parsons Avenue – Room 119 C - Columbus, Ohio 43215
SAVE-THE-DATE National Training Conference September 28-30, 2011.
“Informing Cultural Competence through Research and Best Practices—Eliminating Disparities across Systems” A Partnership of the Multiethnic Advocates for Cultural Competence and the National Leadership Council on African American Behavioral Health, at Embassy Suites, Columbus – Airport, 2886 Airport Drive, Columbus, OH 43219.  Back to top of this listing for registration information.
USEP-OHIO Thanks Director Donna Collins ohioartseducation@gmail.com, Ohio Alliance for Arts Education (www.OAAE.net). and Joan Platz for content re advocacy.

Contact us at usepohio@usepohio.com .  Visit the website www.USEP-OHIO.com  with questions, comments, Parent Tips for parents, grandparents and teachers and much more! 
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