Ohio Education News:
The 129th Ohio General Assembly:
The House and Senate are on spring break April 18-29, 2011.

Governor Kasich signed into law HB36 (Kozlowski and Carey) School Calamity Days.  This law allows schools to excuse up to five, instead of three, calamity days for the 2010-2011 school year, broadens schools' authority to make up calamity days by lengthening remaining days in the school year, and declares an emergency.

The House concurred with Senate amendments to pass HB21 (Combs) Teach for America, which allows participants in the Teach for America program to work in Ohio.

The Senate Education Committee, chaired by Senator Lehner, reported out SB118 (Cates) Body Mass Screenings - Schools, which make schools' implementation of body mass index screenings optional.

Secretary of State Jon Husted certified on April 15, 2011 that We Are Ohio, the group seeking a state referendum on Senate Bill 5, had met the initial 1,000 - signature requirement on each of the two petitions that they filed to qualify for the November 2011 ballot. The Secretary also approved the full text of the law submitted with the signatures.

The Ohio Constitution requires petitioners seeking to place a referendum on the ballot to first submit 1,000 valid signatures and the full text of the law, or section of the law, to the Secretary of State's office for certification. Once the signatures and law text have been certified by the Secretary of State, and the petition summary has been certified by the Attorney General, petitioners may begin collecting the required 231,147 valid signatures to place the measure on the ballot.

Petitioners will have until June 30, 2011, to collect the required signatures.

The official roster of Ohio's cities and villages based on the 2010 U.S. Census Bureau Report is now available on Secretary of State web site.  Villages are defined as having populations of under 5000, and cities have populations of over 5,000.  According to this report six communities formerly classified as villages are now cities, and nine cities are now villages. View the Secretary of State's web site.

Update on HB153 (Amstutz):
The House Finance and Appropriations Committee, chaired by Representative Amstutz, received public testimony on HB153 (Amstutz) last week, and amendments were due in the chairman's office by April 15, 2011.  The committee will convene the last week in April to consider a substitute bill and testimony will follow, with a vote expected in early May.

Several education organizations and individuals testified last week about the effects of HB 153 on school district budgets and on services for students who are gifted.

According to testimony from the Buckeye Association of School Administrators, the Ohio Association of School Business Officials, and the Ohio School Boards Association, the loss in revenue from state funding and federal stimulus dollars, which was available to school districts in FY11, will be $3.1 billion over the biennium. This loss will translate into a "loss of programs, people, and Ohio jobs", and will shift funding for education even more to local tax payers, where tax payers approve additional levies to restore lost state funds to schools.

Testimony on gifted education described how many school districts will not continue serving gifted students if HB 153 is not changed. Currently in the bill state funds for gifted education are merged with Basic Aid without spending and maintenance of effort rules.

HB153 Language Introduced - the Budget Bill: (partial working only)The following analysis of HB153 (Amstutz), the proposed Biennial Budget for K-12 Education, was prepared from the bill; the Legislative Service Commission's (LSC) Redbook for the Department of Education; and the LSC's analysis of HB153.  These documents are available. 

OVERVIEW (This information is found in the LSC Redbook for Education) or go to the text as we presented on the USEP-OHIO website at this link. http://www.usep-ohio.com/Updates.html
It includes information on a large variety of budget language including the following on CATE.

CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION
Career Technical Education: Increases Career Technical Education Enhancements to $8.8 million in FY12 and $8.8 million in FY13, an increase of $1.0 million (12.8 percent) in FY12 over FY11 levels. This fund is used to fund career-technical units at institutions; initiatives related to career-technical education; earmarks for High Schools That Work; Tech Prep Expansion Grants; Agriculture 5th Quarter Project; and Institution Career-Technical for incarcerated students.  Maintains the dollar for dollar required state match for the administrative portion of the federal career technical education grant.
Tech Prep Consortia Support (200425):  Decreases Tech Prep Consortia Support by $1 million (79 percent) to $260,542 in FY12 and $260,542 in FY13.  This fund provides support to maintain a Tech Prep system in Ohio that includes 23 consortia, including 23 community and technical colleges and 91 career technical education planning districts).

Tech Prep Expansion grants: Increases these grants to $2.8 million in both fiscal years.
RETAINED AND REPEALED SECTIONS OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE REGARDING EDUCATION

Retains the following sections of Ohio Revised Code Section 3306 (Provisions of the Evidence-Based Model)

3306.12 Calculation of Transportation Cost
3306.50 Harmon Commission
3306.51 Designation of classrooms as creative learning environments
3306.52 Adoption of guidelines; staff assistance
3306.53 Number of applications
3306.54 Meetings, deadline for approval
3306.55 Validity of designations
3306.56 Progress reports
3306.57 Gifts, devises, and bequests
3306.58 Award of grants and stipends



Repeals the following sections of the Ohio Revised Code

School Funding Evidence-Based Model

3306.01, General Provisions Funding for Primary and Secondary Education
3306.011, Payments under prior provisions
3306.012, PASS form
3306.02, Definitions
3306.03, Calculation of the Adequacy Amount
3306.04, Organizational Units
3306.05, Instructional services component
3306.051,Educational challenge factor
3306.052, funding for career technical education teachers and program operations
3306.06, Additional services support component
3306.07, Administrative services support component
3306.08, Operations and maintenance support component
3306.09 Gifted education support component
3306.091, Enrichment support component
3306.10, Technology resources support component
3306.11, Special education teachers and aides
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Special Education Preschool Units:  Provides $84.4 million in FY12 and $84.4 million in FY13 for special education preschool units. This will support 2,050 units in FY12 and FY13, the same as in FY11. Although actual funding depends on the funded teacher's level of education and experience, funding is about $43,000 per unit on average. ODE also estimates that an additional 1,600 units are in operation, but not funded by the state. (This program has been under-funded for several years.)

Early Childhood Education:  Provides state and federal funds that total $38.9 million in FY12 and $38.9 million in FY13 for early childhood education programs.

Early Childhood Education (GRF 200408) and Child Care Licensing: Provides $24.145 million in GRF funds in both fiscal years to support early childhood education program in school districts, JVSDs, and ESCs and funds to support child care licensing. 
This is only a partial listing.  Go to  http://www.usep-ohio.com/Updates.html for much more!! 

OHIO BOARD OF EDUCATION APRIL MEETING
The State Board of Education, Debe Terhar president, met on April 11-12, 2011 at the Ohio School for the Deaf, 500 Morse Road, Columbus.

The Executive Committee, chaired by Debe Terhar, discussed changing the Board's calendar and moving the Board Retreat from June to August to coincide with an event sponsored by the Grantmakers' Forum in August (date TBA), which will be funded by the Gates Foundation and 
sponsored by Ohio State University.  Several members voiced support for keeping the June Retreat, and a motion to amend the calendar with withdrawn. The June Retreat might also provide members with an opportunity to interview candidates for superintendent.

The committee then reviewed the March 29, 2011 Executive Committee meeting, in which the committee recommended Associate Superintendent for Curriculum and Assessment, Stan Heffner, as interim superintendent, and recommended that the Executive Committee act as a search committee to find a new superintendent of public instruction to replace Deb Delisle, who resigned effective April 30, 2011. The decisions to select Stan Heffner as interim and for the executive committee to conduct a search for the superintendent were later debated at length by the full Board during the Tuesday business meeting.

The committee also discussed a resolution proposed by C. Todd Jones to support federal legislation (introduced by Representative Hunter) that directs the U.S. Armed Forces to treat all diplomas the same. Currently the Armed Forces treats students who graduate from charter schools and online schools at a lower tier (tier 2) than students who graduate with a diploma from traditional public schools.

The Achievement Committee, previously chaired by Mike Collins and now chaired by Angela Thi Bennett, discussed dropout prevention and recovery program waivers and Ohio State Perkins Plan regarding Technical Content Standards and Assessments. The dropout prevention and recovery programs allow students to graduate with a diploma based on a competency-based education program instead of the Ohio Core. Schools can apply for a waiver if they meet the criteria as a dropout prevention school.  The presentation noted that the diploma that students receive through this option does not qualify them for admission into Ohio's four year colleges or universities.

The Capacity Committee, formerly chaired by Kristen McKinney and now chaired by Tom Gunlock, discussed and approved the model policy for Tobacco Free Schools.  The committee also received an update on the state's anti-bullying policy and discussed the role of the Board and ODE in monitoring district compliance with this policy. The committee also reviewed a draft of the Ohio Teacher Evaluation System.  The proposed new evaluation system will be implemented throughout the school year and fifty percent of a teacher's evaluation will be based on student achievement. The evaluation component based on student achievement has not been developed as yet.

The Select Committee on Urban Education, formerly chaired by Rob Hovis and now chaired by Joe Farmer, discussed the charge of the committee and reviewed an overview document that Board members had received in March about performance data for urban schools and characteristics of high performing schools.  During the discussion about the committee's charge, members suggested that the committee discuss innovative and best practices already identified and being used in Ohio's schools; performance-based measures; and funding and budget resources as they relate to urban districts and their schools. During the review of the overview document, the topic of Appalachian school districts was raised, and committee members agreed to extend their findings to all schools where they apply, even though the focus is on urban schools. At future meetings the committee will review a breakdown of per pupil expenditures; the challenges confronting urban schools including data on mobility; and receive information and perspectives from superintendents of urban schools.

Also note, the chair of the Legislative Committee is now C. Todd Jones, who replaced Mary Rose Oakar, and the Next Generations Committee has been renamed Technology and Education Systems, and is now chaired by Dennis Shelton, who replaces Dennis Reardon as chair. The Board received an update on legislative activities on Tuesday. The Technology and Education Systems Committee did not meet this month.

At 11:15 AM the Board recognized 18 Blue Ribbon Schools and two National Title 1 Distinguished Schools.

TUESDAY, APRIL 12, 2011

The Board convened its business meeting at 8:45 AM and immediately proceeded into executive session. At 10:00 AM the Board received an update on the proposed education budget included in HB153 (Amstutz) Biennial Budget, presented by Kelly Weir, Director of the Office of Budget and Planning and an update on legislative issues, and recessed for lunch. Following lunch the Board continued its business meeting and received the report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, Deb Delisle, which included information about the following:

· A review of federal funds and related programs for urban school districts.  The ODE has been meeting with several urban school districts (Columbus, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Akron, and Toldeo) to understand how federal funding is being used to enhance academic achievement and how to better align work to effectively use these funds.  The programs under review include Race to the Top; Title 1 School Improvement Grants; ARRA Funds; and grants through IDEA and Title 1. These programs account for a little less than $500 million. 

· Changes to the Race to the Top Innovative Program Grant Application deadline. 

· Youngstown Academic Distress Commission 

· Contract for electronic student records and transcripts with Parchment Incorporated to transfer records among LEAs and to higher education institutions.  The funding comes from an U.S. Department of Education grant and a grant through ARRA to develop E-transcript services.  This company will not own or store the data. 

· Executive Principal Leadership Academy held on April 14, 2011 at Ohio State University's Fisher College of Business and funded through Race to the Top Funds.

The Board then received public testimony from Mrs. Shirley Cotter, who spoke in reference to the Diversity Plan, and took action on 18 personnel items and the resolutions included below. The Board then considered new business, old business, and received public testimony from Mrs. Shirley Cotter on non-agenda items, and adjourned.

Resolutions considered by the State Board of Education at their April 2011 Meeting

#9  Approved a Resolution of Intent to Amend Rules 3301-104-01 of the Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) entitled Expenditures for Pupil Instruction for Internet-or Computer Based Community Schools.

#10 Approved a Resolution to Accept the Recommendations of the Hearing Officer and to Approve the Transfer of School District Territory from the Miami Trace Local School District, Fayette County, 
to the Washington Court House City School District, Fayette County, pursuant to Section 3311.24 of the Ohio Revised Code.

#11 Approved a Resolution to Accept the Recommendations of the Hearing Officer and to Deny the Transfer of School District Territory from the Cincinnati City School District, Hamilton County, to either the Madeira City School District or the Indian Hills Exempted Village School District, pursuant to Section 3311.24 of the Ohio Revised Code.

#12 Amended a Resolution and rejected the Recommendations of the Hearing Officer and approved a Resolution to Support the Transfer of School District Territory from the Jefferson Local School District, Madison County, to the Jonathan Alder Local School District, Madison County, pursuant to Section 3311.24 of the Ohio Revised Code.

#23 Approved a Resolution to Amend Rules 3301-44-01 to 03, 06, 09 of the Ohio Administrative Code regarding post-secondary enrollment options program.

#24 Approved a Resolution to Amend Rules 3301-92-01 and 3301-92-02 of the Ohio Administrative Code regarding school district budgeting.

#25 Amended a Resolution and referred the Diversity Strategy Recommendations included in the OSU Kirwan Institute's Report and Recommendations on Diversity Strategies for Successful Schools back to the Capacity Committee to examine the possible "unfunded mandates set forth in the recommendations and the possible adverse impact of the recommendations on school districts with more homogeneous population, such as rural school districts."

#26 Approved a Resolution to Adopt the Preschool Content Standards and Their Successors in Mathematics and English Language Arts.

#27 Defeated by a vote of 10-9 a Resolution stating that the State Board of Education protests the usurping by the Governor of the Board's sole authority and responsibility to appoint and relieve the Superintendent of Public Instruction.

#28 Amended.  Approved a Resolution that the funding mechanism for gifted education be returned to the previous funding system of gifted units and gifted supplemental identification funding that existed prior to the implementation of the Ohio evidence-based model. The resolution was amended to substitute the words "the effective date of HB1" rather than the Ohio evidence-based model, and add "whereas the proposed budget for 2011 - 2012 eliminates designated funding for gifted education."

#29 Approved a Motion to appoint Stan Heffner interim Superintendent of Public Instruction. The vote was 10 - 8 - 1 abstention, with considerable discussion and debate about the process used to select the interim superintendent, and the fact that Mr. Heffner has accepted a new job, and will be resigning from the ODE.

#30 Withdrew a Motion for the Executive Committee to conduct a search for the Superintendent. There was considerable debate about this resolution and whether or not the Executive Committee, using the resources of the Ohio Department of Education, had the capacity to conduct the search.  This recommendation will be considered next month.

The Board approved several accommodations for the following individuals who are leaving the ODE:  Cynthia Yoder, Lou Staffilino, and Deborah Delisle.  An accommodation was also approved for former State Board member Tammy O'Brien, who recently resigned from the Board.

Old Business:  The Board reviewed a letter drafted by Board leadership and addressed to the Governor requesting a response to the involvement of the Governor's Office in the resignation of 
Superintendent Delisle.

#31 New Business:  Approved a resolution on an emergency basis that declares the Board's support for legislation to ensure that a student who receives a diploma from an Ohio online or charter school is treated by the United States Armed Forces in the same manner as other graduates of Ohio public schools.

#32 New Business:  Approved a resolution requesting a clarification of Ohio Attorney General Opinion 80-083 regarding sunshine laws (secret ballots).
Update from Washington, D.C.
FY11 Appropriations Approved:  The U.S. House and Senate approved H.R. 1473, the Department of Defense and Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act of 2011, on April 14, 2011.  President Obama 
signed the measure into law on April 15, 2011, but added a statement pledging his administrations goal to repeal provisions related to prisoners at Guantanamo.

H.R. 1473 provides funding for government programs through September 30, 2011, but reduces the FY11 budget from by $37.6 billion compared to FY10 levels, and reduces all non-defence accounts across the Board by .2 percent. Previously approved continuing resolutions have reduced funding for government programs in FY11 by $12 billion.

The budget for the U.S. Department of Education decreases from $69.8 billion in FY10 to $68.5 billion in FY11 (excluding Pell Grants). According to a document from the National Education Association, cuts have been made to year-round Pell grant awards; Tech-Prep and Career Technical Education basic state grants; adult education; GEAR-Up; and TRIO/Upward Bound. Funding for key programs such as Title 1 grants to school districts and special education grants are maintained at current levels, and funding for two programs, Race to the Top and Investing in Innovation (i3), will be extended.

Because the language in the resolution is limited, departments will have discretion to determine the funding levels for programs that are not specifically cited in the bill.  Departments are required to provide a spending plan for FY11 within 30 days of enactment. At that time more information will be available about final FY11 program levels for the U.S. Department of Education, but included below is a preliminary list of eliminated education programs based on the information included in the NEA document:

Striving Readers (ESEA I-E, section 1502) $200 million 
Even Start (ESEA I-B-3) $66.5
Literacy through School Libraries (ESEA I-B-4) $19 million 
Educational Technology State Grants (ESEA II-D-1 and 2) $100 million 
Javits Gifted and Talented Education (ESEA V-D, subpart 6) $7.5
National Writing Project (ESEA II-C-2) $25.6 million
Teaching American History (ESEA II-C-4) $119 million
Teach for America (HEA VIII-F) $18 million
Close Up Fellowships (ESEA section 1504) $1.9 million
Ready to Learn Television (ESEA 11-D-3) $27 million
Reading is Fundamental/Inexpensive Book Distribution (ESEA V-D, subpart 5) $24.8 million
Exchanges with Historic Whaling and Trading Partners (ESEA V-D, subpart 12) $8.8 million
Special Olympics Education Programs (Special Olympics Sport & Empowerment Act) $8.1 million
Tech Prep Education State Grants (CTEA Title II) $102.9 million
Smaller Learning Communities (ESEA V-D, subpart 4) $88 million
Transition Training for Incarcerated Individuals (HE Amendments of 1998, VIII-D) $17.2 million

Preliminary information about education program cuts is available. 

Some Funding for Arts Education Restored:  According to Americans for the Arts, the budgets of the National Endowment for the Arts and the National Endowment for the Humanities are reduced to $155 million (7.5 percent) in FY11.  BUT, $25 million in funding for "Arts in Education" at the U.S. Department of Education is restored. $40 million in funding for this program was eliminated in a continuing resolution approved in February 2011. Funding for the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and the Smithsonian Institution was also saved.

The U.S. House also approved by a vote of 235 to 193 on April 15, 2011, House Concurrent Resolution 34, establishing the budget for FY12. The resolution was approved basically along party lines and includes a deficit reduction plan presented by Congressman Paul Ryan from Wisconsin.  President Obama submitted his budget plan in February and outlined his plan for reducing the deficit on April 13, 2011.

HCR 34 is based on the budget/deficit plan entitled "Pathway to Prosperity", proposed by Representative Paul Ryan, chair of the House Budget Committee. The plan reduces federal spending by $5.8 trillion over the next ten years and cuts corporate and personal income tax rates by extending the tax cuts approved under the Bush administration.  It also cuts funding for primary and secondary education programs, Head Start, Pell grants, and re-configures Medicare and Medicaid programs.  The revamped Medicare Program would require seniors 65 and older to join private insurance plans which would be subsidized by the government. Medicaid would become a block grant program run by states.  According to a Congressional Budget Office analysis, the plan for changing Medicare would increase costs to seniors for health care, and the plan to change Medicaid would reduce services to the poor, half of which are children.

U.S. House Education and Workforce Committee, chaired by Representative Kline, held hearings on April 7, 2011 to discuss the impact of federal rules and regulations on education and how to meet 
federal accountability measures with the fewest regulations and requirements. This hearing is one of several that have been held to discuss issues that should be addressed in the re-authorized 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (No Child Left Behind).

The witnesses included Terry Grier, superintendent of the Houston Independent School District; Janet Barresi, Oklahoma state schools superintendent; Yohance Maqubela, chief operating officer of a D.C. charter school; and Gary Amoroso, superintendent of the Lakeville Area Public Schools in Minnesota.

Chairman John Kline expressed his intent to introduce a series of education reform bills, rather than one bill to re-authorize ESEA, and stated that schools and states would have more flexibility to meet federal accountability requirements.

We have received the following requests for action on important education issues:

Action for Education:
ACT NOW!  To save Career and Technical Education funding for Ohio Programs – see this article for links and help to send your message of support in a letter from the Association for Career and Technical Education.  (Family and Consumer Sciences classes are critical for Ohio students.)

ACT NOW! The following letter from the Association for Career and Technical Education in Ohio describes the ramifications of deep budget cuts on Ohio programs, and offers links/resources with additional information to help you.
As you know, CTE is facing very serious threats. The House-passed appropriations bill for FY 2011, H.R. 1, eliminates all funding for the Perkins Tech Prep program, which would mean a loss of $4,446,194 to CTE programs in Ohio. 
The (US) Senate is now working on its version of the bill, and you are in a critical position to speak out for CTE and make an impact. Ohio's Sen. Sherrod Brown is a member of the Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations Subcommittee and needs to hear from you!
 
Action Needed:
 
· Call Sen. Brown's office at 202-224-2315 and ask him to fight to restore Perkins funding in the FY 2011 appropriations bill. 

· Try to speak to the staff member that works on education and appropriations issues; if that staff member is unavailable, leave a detailed message and try again at a later time. 

· Use the talking points and chart on ACTE's Web site to help make the case. 

· Be sure to share what losing this funding would mean to your program, students and community. 

· Thank the staff member for the time, and report on the conversation to Jamie Baxter at ACTE.

· If you have already called and were able to speak to the education staff person, then recruit other members of your community to call and reinforce your message. Forward this message to colleagues, parents, business/industry advisory members and others who have a stake in CTE programs. We must continue to put pressure on Sen. Brown's office -- because so many programs face cuts in this bill, he needs to hear from as many constituents as possible on behalf of CTE and Perkins! 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact the ACTE Public Policy Department. You can read more about ACTE's policy activities and the latest happenings in Washington, DC, on ACTE's CTE Policy Watch blog -- check it out today!
Action for Education:  From the Ohio Alliance for Arts Education this information/ requests citizen action
ACTION ALERT: Contact lawmakers to request that funding for gifted education be earmarked in HB153 (Amstutz) Biennial Budget as a separate line item, and that school districts be held accountable for the gifted funds that they receive through spending rules and maintenance of effort rules.

BACKGROUND:  Funding for gifted education is included in the line item Basic Aid (200550) in HB153 (Amstutz) Biennial Budget, without any spending rules to ensure that the funds are used to provide services to gifted students, or maintenance of effort rules to ensure that gifted students continue to be served.  Over the past two years services for gifted students (including over 20,000 students identified as gifted in the arts) has decreased 22 percent in 350 school districts, and 110 school districts offer no gifted services. According to the Ohio Association for Gifted Children, the single most important factor for the continuation of gifted services in districts is the presence of state funding.  A recent survey of gifted coordinators shows that 40 percent expect a decrease or elimination of services for gifted students during the 2011-12 school year, if state funding is not earmarked for gifted education.

The House Finance and Appropriations Committee, chaired by Representative Amstutz, is now considering amendments (which were due on April 15, 2011) and will be developing a substitute bill for the committee to consider the first week in May.  Please contact committee members, House leadership, and your own lawmaker, and let them know how gifted services in schools supports students with artistic talents and why the proposed funding mechanism will not work.

House Finance Republicans
Rep. Ron Amstutz (Chairman) 614-466-1474 district03@ohr.state.oh.us
Assistant Majority Floor Leader Barbara Sears 614-466-1731 district46@ohr.state.oh.us
Assistant Majority Whip Cheryl Grossman 614-466-9690 district29@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Richard Adams  614-466-8114 district79@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Marlene Anielski  614-644-6041 district17@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Troy Balderson 614-644-6014 district94@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Peter A. Beck  614-644-6027 district67@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Dave Burke 614-466-8147 district83@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Mike Duffy 614-644-6030 district21@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Randy Gardner 614-466-8104 district06@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Dave Hall 614-466-2994 district97@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Richard Hollington 614-644-5088 district98@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Jeffrey McClain 614-644-6275 district82@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Ross McGregor 614-466-2038 district72@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Mecklenborg 614-466-8258 district30@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Bob Peterson 614-644-7928 district85@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Lynn Slaby 614-644-644-5085 district41@ohr.state.oh.us

In addition, please send emails to House leadership:
Speaker William Batchelder 614-466-8140 district69@ohr.state.oh.us
Majority Floor Leader Matt Huffman 614-466-9624 district04@ohr.state.oh.us
Speaker Pro Tempore Lou Blessing  614-466-9091 district29@ohr.state.oh.us
Majority Whip John Adams 614-466-1507 district78@ohr.state.oh.us

If you have time, also phone and email Democrats:
House Finance Democrats

Rep. Vernon Sykes (Ranking Minority Member) 614-466-3100 district44@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Michael Ashford 614-466-1401 district48@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Barbara Boyd 614-644-5079 district09@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. John Carney 614-466-2473 district22@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Kathleen Clyde 614-466-2400 district68@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Denise Driehaus 614-466-5786 district31@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Nancy Garland 614-644-6002 district20@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Jay Goyal 614-466-5802 district73@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Alicia Reese 614-466-1308 district33@ohr.state.oh.us
Rep. Stephen Slesnick 614-466-8030 district52@ohr.state.oh.us
National Association for Career and Technical Education requesting support to educate Congress: 
Congress Cuts Perkins by $138 Million
On April 12, Congress released its program allocations for the remainder of Fiscal Year (FY) 2011. In this legislation, Perkins was cut by $138 million and subject to an additional .2 percent across-the-board cut. At this time, ACTE is unsure if this cut impacts Tech Prep or the Basic State Grant or both. Nevertheless, every state will receive less funding. This cut is larger than what was proposed in H.R. 1 and will impact the 2011-2012 school year.  If the cut is enacted, it will make restoring funding in FY 2012 extremely difficult and unlikely. The legislation is expected to pass by the end of the week.  The bill will be voted on by the House on Thursday, and Members of Congress need to hear from you immediately. It is crucial that you contact your Representative and Senators and encourage them to vote "no" on the FY 2011 continuing resolution (CR) to save Perkins funding. 

TAKE ACTION   CALL your Representative and Senators today and educate them regarding the cut to Perkins and its harm to students, community, and the economy! Ask Members to OPPOSE the CR for the remainder of FY 2011!

· You can call the Capitol Switch Board at 202-225-3121 (House) or 202-224-3121 (Senate) and ask to be connected to your Members' offices. 

· Try to speak to the staff member that works on education and appropriations issues. If that staff member is unavailable, leave a detailed message. 

· Use the talking points on ACTE's Web site to help make the case. 

· Thank the staff member for their time, and report on the conversation to Jamie Baxter at ACTE. 

· Forward this message to business leaders, teachers, administrators, alumni, parents, and anyone else who has a vested interest in CTE. Now is the time to activate the troops and show Congress what CTE programs do to ensure that our workforce has the education and skills to keep the country thriving!
· Stay informed of action that is needed by signing up to receive text alerts by clicking here or texting CTEALERT to 88202.
One Teacher is taking action – Her letter asks others to help save and restore GRADS program   We will put the attachments on this letter on the USEP-OHIO Website for your reference.  www.usep-ohio.com 

Dear Family, Friends, and Colleagues,
 As most of you know, I lost my job as a GRADS teacher. After 24 years of teaching, I will no longer be employed by my district as of this June. The reason is that the funding for GRADS was cut from the Carl D Perkins Career & Technical Education Act in Ohio. Many teachers are affected by this funding issue and this will also have a devastating impact on the pregnant and parenting students we serve in our school districts.  It is vital that we include funding for GRADS to guarantee that all pregnant and parenting students have access to skills that can prepare them for a successful future in the competitive world. The GRADS program touches the lives of many students, their families and newborn babies. The curriculum includes prenatal care, nurturing healthy children and families, enhance early brain development and  literacy skills, analyze parenting strategies, develop an academic career plan, implement job search skills, develop skills to transition to post secondary education, financial literacy skills, and independent living.

The students enrolled in the Ohio GRADS program have a 76.94% graduation rate compared with 51% graduation rate of all other pregnant and parenting teens in the United State.  These GRADS students overcome many obstacles that stand in their way of graduating from high school.

I am not giving up without a fight. I have sent letters to 8 Representatives in Columbus.  I am asking you to send 2 letters to let them know that you support GRADS. Now, before you start shaking your head and click 'delete', I have taken care of writing a letter for you. All you have to do is:

Download and open the attached letters 

1.Read the letters, make any changes if you want to personalize them; 2. go to the bottom of the letter, add your name and contact info print the letters; 3. sign your name 4. address envelopes 5. stamp and mail.

Even though these 2 reps  may not be in your district they are in key positions. Gerald Stebelton is the Education Committee Chair. John Carey is Vice Chair of the Appropriations Committee and Chair of the Primary and Secondary Education Sub Committee. These two gentlemen have the most power to persuade other representatives to make adjustments to the final CTE funding language. 

I have attached the Six District spring GRADS newsletter (see the attachments on www.usep-ohio.com if you'd like to learn more about what we have accomplished locally. My students have also written very moving letters to these representatives.
If you know any one else who would support the GRADS program please forward this email.

You can view my blog at  ABC's of Surviving a RIF
I truly appreciate all of your time and effort in helping me get recalled for my position, restoring this critical program for students who may not graduate without it. I can't imagine not teaching....

Thanks for your continued support,

Christie 

GRADS Coordinator
Resources:
Bullying Prevention & Beyond: Restoring Community, Repairing Harm May 4 and 5 2011. To register for the May 4th and May 5th 2011 Bullying Prevention Symposium please complete this form and mail it with a check or purchase order to the Ohio Commission on Dispute Resolution. Checks and purchase orders should be payable to the Ohio Commission on Dispute Resolution and must be received by April 23rd to ensure your place at the event. No refunds will be issued after April 30th, 2011.(614) 752-9595, or email at: Sarah.Wallis@cdr.state.oh.us. 

Dr. Alice Honig’s 35th Annual Quality Infant/Toddler Caregiving (QIC) Workshop at Syracuse University May 16-20, 2011
Training caregivers of children under the age of three, the world-renowned QIC workshop is based on research and theory in social-emotional, cognitive, motor, sensory, and language development. This course consistently draws participants from around the world. Lectures include observations and interactions with real infants, as well as videos and demonstrations of developmentally appropriate toys and games. Lead faculty for the QIC workshop is Alice Sterling Honig, Ph.D., professor emerita of child development at Syracuse University, who has authored the following textbooks that are used in the QIC: 

Infant Care Giving: A Design for Training (with J.R. Lally);  Talking with Your baby: Family as the First School (with H. Brophy);  Behavior Guidelines for Infants and Toddlers;  Playtime Learning Games for Young Children;  

Secure Relationships: Nurturing Infant/Toddlers in Early Care Settings

 

 Click here  for the Institute flyer.
Check out references for Family and Consumer Sciences information:

www.oatfacs.org  and www.oafcs.org 
All-Ohio Conference (OATFACS)Ohio Association for Teachers of Family and Consumer Sciences Summer Conference July 26-28, 2011 at the Hyatt Regency registration and agenda can be found at www.ohioacte.org
Ohio FCCLA State Leadership Conference will be held April 13-15.  All registrations must be completed through email to joyce.sheets@ode.state.oh.us .  Registration deadline is March 22. Conference information will be posted at www.ohiofccla.yolasite.com .
Paulette Farago, Ohio FCCLA State Adviser  < Paulette.Farago@ode.state.oh.us  >

HandsOn Central Ohio  in Columbus knows that a strong nonprofit sector is key to a healthy community. We offer a variety of trainings and consultation services to assist nonprofit organizations increase their effectiveness and enhance their capacity to deliver high-quality services. Our trainings address topics of interest to nonprofits at an economical tuition rate that fits nonprofit budgets. For a detailed training description, dates of trainings, fees and to register, visit http://www.handsoncentralohio.org/public/training/trainings.php. Board Strengthening – 3-part series
For new board members, persons pursuing a nonprofit career and those who want to learn about the roles of nonprofit board leaders. May 2, 9,16. 1-3:30;Grant Writing Basics for Nonprofits – 3-part series,Designed for the novice grant seeker.  May 5, 12, 19 8:30-11:30;  Nonprofit Survey 101, Overview of the nonprofit sector. Class is required for the Nonprofit Leadership Certificate Program. Class is held at Ohio State University.June 14, 5:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Multiethnic Advocates for Cultural competence (MACC) is offering Care Trainings and sponsorship of a National conference (see below).The CARE training session(s) will help you increase your knowledge and understanding about the impact of cultural practices and beliefs on the patient/client - provider relationship, and provide opportunities for developing strategies to strengthen your cross-cultural skills. The training is targeted to behavioral/health care and human services professionals, as well as others who are interested in learning more about how to better serve the needs of our community's diverse populations.    The cost of the CARE training Level I (3 hour session) is $35 for MACC members and $45 for non-members and CARE Level II (8 hours) is $120 and $150 accordingly. CEU’s are available for RNs/LPNs and LSWs/LISWs; application has been made for CEU’s for Counseling and Ohio Chemical Dependency professionals.    Fax the registration brochure to 614-487-9320. For more information about CARE trainings click here.
CARE Ohio Level I Trainings – “Building Cross-Cultural Competence in Health Care”   
·  Wednesday, May 4, 2011 – Columbus, Ohio (Franklin County)
9:00 a.m. to Noon / 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
COWIC – 1111 E. Broad St, Columbus, Ohio 43205
·  Friday, May 20, 2011 – Toledo Ohio (Lucas County )
9:00 a.m. to Noon / 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Northeast Psychiatric Hospital - 930 S. Detroit Ave, Toledo, Ohio 43614
·  Tuesday, June 28, 2011 – Cleveland, Ohio (Cuyahoga County)
9:00 a.m. to Noon / 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Cuyahoga County ADAMHS Board  - 2012 W.25th Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44113 
·  Tuesday, August 16,  2011 – Columbus, Ohio (Franklin County)
9:00 a.m. to Noon / 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Columbus Public Health Department - 240 Parsons Avenue – Room 119 C - Columbus, Ohio 43215
CARE Ohio Level II Trainings - “CARE Continues”  
·  Thursday/Friday, August 25-26, 2011 – Mansfield, Ohio (Richland County)
10:00 a.m. to Noon - (Consider )
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. - (Accept)
10:00 a.m. to Noon - (Recognize)
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. - (Execute)
Richland County Mental Health & Recovery Services, 87 E. First Street,
Suite L, Mansfield OH 44902
·  Thursday/Friday, September 13 and 14, 2011 – Cleveland, Ohio (Cuyahoga County)
10:00 a.m. to Noon - (Consider)
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. - (Accept)
10:00 a.m. to Noon - (Recognize)
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. - (Execute)
Cuyahoga County ADAMHS Board - 2012 W.25th Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44113
·  Thursday /Friday October 20-21, 2011 – Columbus, Ohio (Franklin County)
10:00 a.m. to Noon - (Consider
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. - (Accept)
10:00 a.m. to Noon - (Recognize)
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. - (Execute)
Columbus Public Health Department - 240 Parsons Avenue – Room 119 C - Columbus, Ohio 43215
SAVE-THE-DATE National Training Conference September 28-30, 2011.
“Informing Cultural Competence through Research and Best Practices—Eliminating Disparities across Systems” A Partnership of the Multiethnic Advocates for Cultural Competence and the National Leadership Council on African American Behavioral Health, at Embassy Suites, Columbus – Airport, 2886 Airport Drive, Columbus, OH 43219.  Back to top of this listing for registration information.
USEP-OHIO Thanks Director Donna Collins ohioartseducation@gmail.com, Ohio Alliance for Arts Education (www.OAAE.net). and Joan Platz for content re advocacy.

Contact us at usepohio@usepohio.com .  Visit the website www.USEP-OHIO.com  with questions, comments, Parent Tips for parents, grandparents and teachers and much more! 
 
END April 20, 2011 USEP-OHIO E-Update
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