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This project is dedicated 
       …to the inspiring and courageous volunteers and professionals who care enough to conquer barriers in order to keep families safe
       …to their safety partners in the community and the nation who carry their own stories of dedication and caring.
Together their commitment and inspiration works to bring excellence to volunteer programs that reach high in their goal to save life and limb.
Seed funding to create this program was provided by the Agnes Beaton Memorial Fund, with support from the California AAA Foundation for distribution to NAWHSL representatives. 

Introduction
The Mission of the National Association of Women Highway Safety Leaders (NAWHSL) is 


to disseminate information and conduct educational programs


to promote safe behavior among high risk populations


and to assure vigorous, effective public policy and programs 

to reduce highway crashes and crash severity.

Our efforts include reaching target audiences with information that promotes the safety of this nation’s children.  

A key group to reach is the secondary tier of caring individuals who drive our children occasionally, their grandparents, neighbors, friends and other caregivers.  In today’s world children are often in the care of individuals other than their parents, especially grandparents, who may assist in their upbringing.  These people are sometimes missed with the targeted information regarding safety, and may fail to see themselves as essential to the safety of children in their care because they are secondary caregivers.  They may not receive, and perhaps have not sought specific and technical training or guidance regarding child occupant protection.

Grateful parents are sometimes reluctant to expect high-quality safe seating, and may neglect to request or to provide that information to  adults who help by caring for their children.  We must turn around the misconception that children are safe if safely seated “most of the time”, and strive for 100% safe seating.  
Feedback from safety experts, enforcement officers and volunteers throughout the USA tell us that all safety seat check points confirm that it is usual for over 90% of child seats to be incorrectly installed and/or restraints not properly implemented.

NAWHSL believes that every child deserves informed and educated caregivers, and that every child has the right

· to be protected from injury

· to be held harmless from abuse or neglect

· to be safe and secure

· to be taught necessary safety skills

· to reach his/her maximum life potential

        The materials in this program are meant to be used as tools that introduce safety concepts and should be combined with resources and information that allow each participant to gain competence in seating children safely, according to the law in their state.
The critical safety goals of this program are
· to motivate grandparents and other secondary caregivers to seek and to use the highest standard of safety care all of the time

· to promote knowledge of traffic safety and safe occupant protection

· to increase the use of occupant protection devices by participants and the children in care ( an unbelted driver is a hazard to passengers) 
· to increase participant knowledge of where to receive a child safety check

· to increase participant knowledge of both dangers of inadequate protection and the laws in the state

· to increase participants’ knowledge of the child, the automobile, and the restraints and equipment needed to make appropriate choices
Additional appropriate goals are

· to enroll the participant as a supporter of the local NAWHSL chapter

· to recruit helpers to serve as volunteers to distribute  materials or to  help with safety activities such as checkpoints or other events

Preface
Kids in the Car – With Grandparents, Friends and Other Who Care is an educational presentation designed to encourage individuals to seek the information needed to safely transport the children in their care.  The program endeavors to provide the motivation for them to overcome the gaps in their knowledge of safe seating and the confusion about how to safely secure children in their automobiles.  Old attitudes that safe seating is a modern “frill”, serve as roadblocks to progress and need to be dispelled. The  realization that increased number of automobiles carrying today’s children to many locations and the explosion in miles being driven create greater exposure to our children from the dangers of the roadway.
Participation in this program will create individuals who understand that 
· they are crucial to keeping children alive and safe from injury even if they are only occasional caregivers and transport children on an infrequent basis

· the technical know-how to safely install child seats, boosters and necessary accessories is complicated due to differences in auto design, weight and size of the child, and a variety of seating choices.

· it only takes one moment’s gap in safety procedures to kill or maim a vulnerable child

· there is help available through certified specialists who can assist in making correct choices for safe seating

· responsible caregivers (who may be grandparents, neighbors, friends) act fast to improve the safety environment in order to protect children 
· their help is needed in order to share this information with others in their circle of influence and could make critical difference in the safety of children
Families who have lost children to death or experienced the losses caused by serious injury because a seat belt was the wrong size or incorrectly installed, tell  we must reach out to everyone who will listen.  In an instant their precious children were ejected or thrown against auto interiors than changed life forever.

It is essential that participants recognize the need to seek personal guidance regarding their own situation and that the realization from experiencing Kids in the Car is a starting point to bringing safe seating to the children in their lives.  Access to the persons and materials needed to carry through with appropriate and speedy steps toward compliance with laws and safe seating for children needs to be included in every presentation.  Partnership with the local experts to create this access might come in the form of a referral or actual participation by the local individual certified to assist in outreach.  






